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Are Impariially Qelineited bis Military Talents in the Field ; his 
Maxims of Government in the Co, during the wo laſt Wars 
in the EAST Inika, 


* made him ABIT EE of W and the richeſt Subjef in 
| Ae: 4 Tye 5 


WIr Wy. 
ANECDOTES of his PRIVATE: LIFE, | 


Nes . 
PARTICULAR CIRCUMSTANCES of bis DEATH... 


Alſo a NARRATIVE of alt 12 aſt TRANSACTIONS in mfg. 


—— — — I 
— — 32 — 


v 0 1 FTW RS TE 


D .. N 1 
LA 


By CHARLES CARACCIOLI, Gear. 


> LONDON: e 


Prinad and Sold by T. BELL, Ne. 36, bx 
en, PAR. 


—_— 


/ + „ 


P 
2 SY 
| ＋* 
1 1. 4 
OY 
* j 72 % 
ox 
: k4 . . 
r 0 os 
= 
* 
— 
. 8 
> 
- : 1 
» 
Z 
* 
. 
A ” 
* 
. 
= < 
* "* 
wr V 
: 
” 
» 
* = 
= 
4 
* 
5 * 
+ {iy 
- . 
. 
x * 
* 
* 
= 
= 
Py 
* 


- 
2 .* 
= 1 s 
"i 
-2 
* , 
* * * 
* . 
o " * 
* o 
4 * 
wo 
N * 
1 4 
o& s - 
1 / 
* 
, 
* 
— * 
* 
s 
: 
- : 
- * bs 
bl ad * 
* 
” — 
Y * 


LORD CLIVE, 'Bazon P AssEV. 


4 * 4 p — A. * 
"OT Fl > 4 1 
— * — - — * 


— 


Mk. 
. \ "KK" 4 4 "> * 


N the part of the nabob he confirmed and 


concluded with the company upon his elevation to 
the Nizamut, engaging to regard the honour and 


reputation of the company, their governor and 
Council as his own. Indeed there was a great ana- 


logy between Meer Mahomed, (deteſtable maxims 
| of Bree and the ſervants of the company; the 
- honour a 

were equally contaminated, SER ARES: 
He confirmed to the company the grant of 
| age Midnapoxe and Chittagong, for defray- 


— — 


* 
o 


= 


vilege granted them by their firmaun of carry- 


Jo 


parts of the countty; the article of 


on which à duty of two and a half per cent was to 
5 n 22 N , — N 9 7 1 © 4 Y : 
CM - nenn 
* x EW > 
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: 
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7 D ratified the treaty which he had formerly 


reputation of his maſters and himſelf 


ing on. their trade by . means of their own duſtuck 
free from all dutles, taxes and 1 in all 
It excepted; 


6 


* 
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zog che expences of their troops. He ratified the- 
r 
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be levied « on the rowana or or hoogly market. Hr 
He gave the company half the falperre = 0 


produced in the country of Purnea, which their 
gomaſtahs were to ſend to Calcutta. The 


- half was to be collected by the nabob's fouzdar 4 


the uſe of his officers; and no other pzrſon was to 


make purchaſes of this article in that country. 


The lime made at Silbert for the ſpace of fve years, _ 


at the Jornt expences of the contracting parties, 
mall be equally divided betwixt them : he was al- 


lowed to maintain twelye thouſand horſe and twelve 
thouſand foot in the three provinces ; if there 
mould be occaſion for more, the number may: 5 
increaſed by conſent of the governor and counc 
proportionably to the emergency : belides theſs 
the forces of the Engliſh . . were always o 
ttend him, when wanted e engaged to adviſe 
dhe governor and council wherever he ſhould þx h 
court, either at Murſhadabad or elſewhere ; and 
was empowered to demand what number of En eh 
farces he might have occaſiou for in the Pers 
ment of his affairs. He might have been ſure tha 
they ſhould be allowed him, as often as their 68 
et ſuggeſted them to interfere 'in his public 
tranſactions. An Engliſh gentleman was to refid 
with him to tranſact all affalrs between him and the 


-company ;;,and a perſon was alſo to refide on'the 


nabob's part at Calcutta, to negociare with the, 
governor and council. Ie is known that the Eng- 
lim reſident at the durbar Was a ſpy i on the * 
actions and his attendants. 


The late pervannah's iſſued by Coflim ath 


Khawa, granting to all merchants the exemption 


of all duties for the ſpace of two years, were to be 


reverſed and called in, and che duties 3 
before. 


* 
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By = e, granted by the mogul Farrukiver: * 
16 ths 1 to. ſecure them from the oppreſ- 
tons of ſubordinate, governments; they traded by 
their duſtuck duty free. Upon the diſſolution of 
' the Mogul empire, the provincial government of 
Bengal became allo independant ; where the Eng- 
ib trade growing extremely extenſive, the pri - 

vileg es granted them by the duſtuck begame 2 
0 abuſe, which. in effect made them hs 

mobopolizers of all trade, even. from. the natives ah 
* the country. 5 10 4 ec 

The nabob; Meer com, vr bubble that) 
ſoch was the cafe, and finding pe tn to ſettle 
any plan with the Engliſh, which. had not à ten- 
deny to oppreſs his own ſubjects, aboliſbed all du- 
ties for to years : he was ſoon after depoſed ; and 
as this abolition of duties, ſerved to put the na- 
tives on the ſame footing of trade with the Eng- 

li company and their ſervants, therefore this ar- 
. © icle of the preſent treaty. was. made, that Meer 

Coffim's pervanah's ſhould be tecalled, and — 
the duties mould again be paid HE the. Fare, 
While the Engliſh were exempted... 4p, (14 hs 

The gabob was cauſe the rupees the la 
Calcutta to paſs in every reſpect equal to the ficcars- 
of Murſhadabad, without any deduction, of Batta; 
and whoſoever ſhould demand i it wap to be pdniih- | 

ed. | 4179. 116 

" He gave thirty Becks of 9 to . all the 4 
expences and lols accruing «to: the company from 
the war, and ſtoppage of their. inveſtment, and en- 
gaged to reimburſe to all private perſons, dhe a- 
mount of ſuch lofſes proved before, ther governor 
and council, as 52 ed haye A Aained 
2 yt 
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So. ountry: Ns, caſo be ſhould hs. 
| able to-diſcharge oa 7 in ready money, be was | 0 
give affigaments of lands for the amount, 
Ile engaged to conform and to renew the treaty Wo” 
which he. had formerly made with the Dutch, the N 
French came again into the country; he was not 10 
allow them to etect any fortifications, maintain, 
forces, hold lands, zemindaries; but they were to. 
pay tribute, and carry on their trade as in former 
times, This treaty was figried at Fort Wilkand, 
on the 29th of oy, 1763, by Meſſrs. Vanfitart, 
Carnac. Billers, 3 Marriorr and Watts, 
The nabob Meer Jaffier, agreed by another. 
treaty to pay the company five. ce thoufand 
P. month, during the war with the nabob 
| Dowlah. He was ſo ſenſible of the inſta - 
- Rs his grandeur, and the. fluctuating coun- 
cils of Calcutta, according to the private viegs of 
the chiefs of this ſettlement, made him ſo appre- 
benſive of ſome new tevolution againſt him, that 
be requeſted them to write in a proper manner to 
the company ; and alfo to the king of England, the 
particulars of their mutual friendſhip and union, and 
procure for him writings of encouragement, that 
dis mind may be affured ho that quarter, that ng, 
breach may ever happeh between him and the 
Engliſh; and that every governor, counſellor and 
chief of the Engliſh that are here, may be well dif 
| poſed and attached to him; and fince all the E 
liſh gentlemen aſſured of his friendly diſpoſition * 
the comp 14 had confirmed him in the Niaamut: 
he requeſted, they would give their credit and al. 
ſent, to what ever he might at any time write 3 lr 


a_ the — of Egg men to his prejudice, 
that 


. . 
- 


N e e 


and many of their pergunnahs bordering; upon 


5 * 1 he 1 „ 
no oli ariſe for dene or l-wit e 


a He begged tbat no protetiion dee givan- by any 2. 

of che Kagliſh gedtlemen toany!/o! his „ 

ha may f/ for ſhalter to Caleuita ; gr other of” 
their dictricts, but to deliver ham up to himen 

demand}. He :defired; that the gomaſtahs of the 
company may: atceod? to the lawful 4 of their 

factories, and if any of chem ſhould act —_— . 

that they might be ohecked:in-fuch - 2 Manner as 

to be an example to others. nnn Nite 

Fs 18 From the neignibourhogd of Calcutta Dd 


ench other, it bad happened, that on complaints 
being mad, people went agaiaſt (he tenants: f 
his country, which gre (generally both huſbands 
men, and manufacturers, to the! prejudice: of the . 
buſineſs of the fitcar; wherefdre he begged, that 
_ ſtrict orders be given that no perſons be ſent from 
| Calcutta on the complaints of any one upon mx 
tenants; but that on ſuch occaſions appliegtion be 
made te him or the Naib of the Tourdary K 
Hoogly, that the company may be ſubject to no 
leſſer de vaſtations, and if any of the bee res who 
1 belonged to the office of cuſtouis and have ſettled 
in Caſcutta, ſhould be deficous of returning- to 
Hoogly, and. carrying on their buſineſs: ther- as 
formerly, that no one ſhould moleſt them. Chan- 
dernagore' and the French factory had been 
ſented o him by colonel Clive, and given N an 3 
in charge to A meer Bey Khan; for chis feaſon 

ha hopecdt that ſtrict orders ſhall, be given, that no 
Englih . e en ' 

Vol. III. bus. 


— 


* — 


Rs * cat it 8 ven brach unde dee. 
3 _ Tiſdidtron: of his people. 4 
—_ -- - He declared he ſhould expect 15 he 5% 
_—_ - | ſhould have verafion ta demand any forces from 
ute governor and council for his affiftance, that 
il} IX © Fahey thoulg be immediately ſent to him, and no 
= demand made on him for their expen ces. 
* The preſident and council of Calcutta,” did-agree- 


1 ; 0c“ all theſe propoſals, and ſet their gn 8 
=. | William, July, 10th 176349. * 
1 The nabob Jaffier Ally Khawn, wave a note for 
: EIT . of five lacks per month, for expences of 


we . 8 troops, Aae the war ich Dans. al 


8 Dowlah. 1 
e account of the money ſettled for the ex- 
1 ene of the Europeans and ſea · poys, the artillery | 
naa d the railing of the cavalry was to be paid, till 


—_ che Baden of the troubles: "RR in ons, via: 


119 * 
: I" * 0 « # 
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1 : a the province of Bevgal, at. Mar: | 1 

ö [ ſhadabad— — — 300, οõ, 
3 Io a the provipce of Bahar, at raus 200, oo 

: i. Wn a 5 Total rupees pi © 500,000. 
UE . 

[ 7B ' The nabob POT in-the aforeſaid aum, what⸗ 
= ever balance might be due from him on account 
oc his former agreement with the company 
_ In regard to the articles ſigned by the prince | 
WIE Ally Gahar, in the character of <mperor, it was 
Wii. * ... impoſſible, circumſtanced as he was, that he ſhould 
Jl” refuſe to accept them; therefore the country of 
bil. '  Ghazipore and the teſt of the zemindary of Bul- 
. Narnia W to e g nizamut . * nabob 
B | Svjah 
| a 

| d a 

Wil. 888 | 
"| 
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'. whatever terms they impoſed "upon him; he was © 2 
even. forced to conſent that the revenues of le 
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+ 377 ; to puniſh the contentions and expel the re> 


- 
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1 


. 1 . F ft OOTY TE ELOISE 1 -*% , 
Soap ar Dowlah! aligned to the Engliſh compani, 
reo 


The only inſtance in which the king Shah Alhim - 55 on | 


pany, Glaerpore, Banaras, &c. It becomes the 1 


gur foyal favours, and to exert themſelves to te 


* — 
as well as the regulation and government the 1 
Kren to their diſpoſal, might de conſidered” 3  _. 
entire difpolal, atid was compelled to fubmit to 


Rajah Bulwantſing ze mindaty, mould no longen 

belong te the books of the royal revenue, but ſhaufe 
be expunged from them. This is the firſt inftance 1 
of a King of Hindoſtan, giving up the molt efſen. 3 
tial part of his royal prerogative; as notwithſtand. 
ing the-troubles of the empire, and the 'partition * 
of the provinces amongſt the viceroys become inn 
dependaat, that revenues were always ſuppoled Co 

belong to the books of the royal revenues; of eee 
which the king of Debly was reputed to have he 


entire management and diſpoſal. 


o * 


ſpoke as a ſovereign, was on the concluſion of hs 
imperial firmaun, by which he grants to the com 


Company, fays he, to ſhew their grateful ſenſe . 
vemoſt, in the proper management and regulation 
of the country W encourage and befriend'our ſub- 


bellious from their territories. They muſt uſe their - 
beſt endeavours to promote the welfare of our peg- - * - 
ple, the huſbandmen, manufacturers and other ine 
habitants, to prohibit the uſe of things of an intox- 
toxicatins nature, and ſuch as are forbidden by 
che law of God ; in driving our enemies, and m 
deciding cauſes, and ſettling mattets 2 
Naß; EAA | CF en 
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It is manifeſt at the ſame time, that Shah Allum 
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fo that the inhabitants may apply themſelves. with, 


* 


4 


country, and exerciſe of other their profeſſions, 


Nes of. mind and ſatisfaction to the cultivation __ 


_ "and thet the weak may not labqur under oppreſſion = 


= 


and. violence. They will conſider theſe'as our REI. 


" 


"himſelf, .confidered' his imperial dignity, little 


more than nominal, as he had no ſufficient avthoy. 


icy. to inforce the laws without the concurrence of 
. © the company; who, in fact, allowed him all the 


exterior honours of 2. monarch, whilſt they were in 
the full poſſeffion of all the power, and ruled 
withou:.controul; . 
Jo compleat the force, the company's ſervants 
concluded a treaty, with Najam al Dowlah,. on 
their inveſting him with the na bobſhip of Bengal, 
an #be death of bis father Meer Jaffier Ally Khawnz. 
the ſtipulations of the goyernor and council; were 
to. ſecure to the nabob Najam al Dowlah, the no- 


minal ſubahdary of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Orifſa, and to ſupport him therein with the 


company's forces againſt all his enemies, I hat is 
to ſecure to themſelves this fovereignty, and to 


maintain their uſurpation, againſt all their enemies, 


they engaged to keep a ſtanding army; the young 

prince could not be an object of envy, but rather 
of compaiſion, as he was abſolutely paſſive in all 
the public tranſactions of his pretended njzamvr, 
25 the neceſſity of keeping up at all times, 
ſuch forces as might be. neceſſaty, effectually, 0 
Protett theſe provinces from hoſtile inſults. + h 


2 St LOS 


9 
84 1 


the, rules of Mahomed and the-law of ig epi 


: 


* . a 
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l . - * # * " * 
F . * 
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| Ms nat. even to allow Tg 1 to ſupr 
port his dignity, and ſuch a number of troo 6 
were. requitire for the ſupport of the civil bfficeg 
of his goveroment, and the bufineſs of his-collechy- | 
> ons througli the different diſtricts p 

They farther pramiled, that in EY Pon gel | 
pabob mould continue to aſſiſt in defraying the exr 
tragrdinary expences of the, war, that was carried 
- . on; againlt. Sujah al Dowlah, with five lacks of * 

es per month. which was agreed to by his far 
25 whatever ſums might be hereafter received « 
the king, on account of their aſſiſtance ended : 
the war, ſhould be repaid by the nabob,-:. 1.44, 

The nabob on dis part, in conſideration of the 
ignominious ſubjection, in which he was kept 
the governor and council, which. they called athil- 
tance and protection; and for ſecuring to him the 
ſueceſnon in the ſabahdary of Bengal, Bahar, an 
Oritla held by his father, and ſupporting him Ke 

all his enemies (though he had none but thoſe f 
the company) agreed and engaged to perform and 
ratify the treaty, which his father had ary con- 
cluded. with the company, 

. The ſecond article was dickated to this young 
and unexperienced prince, by his i imperiovs maſters, - 
to ſerve their ambitious: views. The nabob was 
directed. to deglare, that confidering the weighty 
_ Charge. of government, and how eſſential it was for 


2 3 for the welfare of the country and for the 


nay 's buſigeſs, that he ſhould: have a perſon 
had experience therein to adviſe and aſſiſt him 
* did agree to have one fixed with him, with the 
advice of the governor and council, in the ſtation 
. e e n have accordingly 1 
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and that of rhe'governor and council, A did fur- 


appear adviſt able, that Mahommed Reza Khawn, 


is adminiſtration, ſhould in fuch caſe be reiullatedd 

in the Natbſhip'« of Decca, with oe lame * 
as heretofore. © N 

" This article ny" no coat; it is able 

"thar the young prince was not allowed the choice 

ol his officers and feryants, they were to be ap- 

ointed ot removed according to the will of the 


5 ig all the public and domeſtic tranſaQtions'of the 
ſtate and his houſhold, which were conducted b by 
the ſupreme at Calcutta. n 


der the Naib Subah, be divided into two or more 
branches, as might appear proper; and as the na- 


ih, and their regard to his intereſt and dign# 
of which he was deſirous to give them every n 
ment and difmiſſion of the Mutſeddees 


tridts, ſhoult be with the approbation of the 8g0- 


* 8:85 


ps vacdigchy: SM es chic cuba of " | 
affairs; and as Mahommed Reza Kha wn the Nath 
ö Debea, bad in every reſpect his approbation, 85 


ther agree, that this truſt ſhould de conferred! on 
him, and that he would not difplace him without 
we approbation of theſe gentlemen ; and in caſe 
any alteration” in this appointment ſhoutd hereafter | 


re he Rad acquitted himſelf with fidelity Fry | 


rernor and council; and the nabob 'was'paſſive 


mony : he further conſented, that the oppotn pine: 


branches, and the allotment of their een 0 


In the third article it was ſtipulated, chat the b 
| fineſs of the collections of the revenues, ſbould un- 


10 


9 


bob was made to ſay, that he had the fulleſt depen- 
dence and confidence on the attachment of the 5 9 


* 


Verner "and council; and confidering how much 
men 


U 0 11 . EE 
3 eee W 


to the eyes and recommendation of the ſervants a- | 
bout them; and how: able to be deceived; he 


further declared, it was his will that the governor 5 


and. council ſhould: be at liberty to object and point 
out to him when improper people were iatruſted, 
or where the officers. and ſubjects were oppreſſed, 
and chat · he would pay a proper regard to ſuch 
. that his affairs might be cunductecd 
with honour; his people every where be happy, and. | 
their grievances be rechte. of aint 
As the company's ſervants peomiled themſelves. % 
to derive great advantages from the collections of 
the revenues, they had contrived to have them dis. 
vided in ſeveral branches, that they might be em- 
ployed in this practicable buſineſs. Indeed, as the 
young nabob was at their mercy, he was obligett 
to acquieſce to their injunctions in regard to his 
very mutſeddees, which lucrative offices the Eng- 
liſh themſelves intended to fill. Indeed, be was 
too much obliged to ſhew an implicit faith for the 
company, which muſt have had the teaneſt opi- 
nion of his underſtanding, if they thought he did 


not perceive their groſs ny, impoſition. The 
be 


governor and.council was at rty to approve or 
reject the choice he had made, even of his menial | 
ſervants, and an attachment to their maſter was im 
puted a crime and puniſhed as ſuch. They with hed 


to be the very inſtruments of oppreſſion, . as th 
nabob durſt not call them to account; and the 


people were ſure never to have their grievances. re- 
dreſſed, vhilſt their tyrants were their judges. 

: He boakraed to the company as a fixed reſource 
bes FIG: the OY. * of their troopa. 
| . Burdwan, | 
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TE inks i ceded by 


his father; and agreed to pay the ſum of. five 
lacks of rupees for their maintenance out of his 


treaſury 3 whilſt: the exigency of. che companys = 
affairs for keeping: up ſo latge an army 


When the compaqy's occaſions would admit ca di- 


minution of the expences they were put to, on ac- 
© . count of theſe troaps, he hoped the governor would 
-» then relievethim-from ſuch à proportion of: this aſe 


figament;/ as the increaſed expences incurred by 


keeping up the whole force neceſſary for the de- 
once of the provinces would admit of; and as he 
was perſuaded to eſteem the company's) troops as 


his own; he maintains only ſuch as were immedi- 


ately neceſſary for the dignity of his perſon and 
government, and the b {s of his collextong - 


through the province. 
Hie "tified be beſides, - _—_ 9 EG all the trea- 


ties of his father. Having engaged, if he ſbould 


occaſionally remove to other places in the provinces, 


to have always the books of the ſircar kept and the 
buſineſs Sg 
| — under the inſpection of. the Engliſh. 


ucted at Murſhadabad, the ſeat of this 


e conſented, wherever he was, that an Engliſh 
ntleman: ſhould reſide with him, to tranfact all 
affairs between him and the company; and that a 
perſon of high rank ſhould alſo reſide on his part 
at Calcutta, to negociate with the governor and 
council. The company inſiſted that there ſhould 


be no Europeans: whatever entertained: in his ſer- 


vice; and if there were any, N ſhould be im- 
3 diſmiſſed. rb 


The interference of the Engliſh - Eaſt 


: company 's in all- che wars . eee! 


. 
- ; 


*% 


5 3 k 17 : 

thy powers, and the aſſiſtance ag -occafondlly: 

4 their temporary allies, to fab, due princes, 
v 


e in friendſhip and alliance with other * . 


ſtares, and have with them a commercial i inter- 
_ courſe; has- given great offence to bur rivals in 
trade ſettled in the Carnatic. + + 
The little kingdom of Tanjore bing. to 155 Eaſt 

of Madura, has lately been transferred to one of 
the company 's vaſſals, who is-to lend his name to 
All the public tranſactions, whilſt 8 En liſh ſhall 
hv over his dominions as they do in the Bengal 
provinces ; and whenever he ſball prove 2 7 
to forward their oppteſſive | meaſures, he will 
ho doubt depoſed, and perhaps loſe his life with 
- acquiſitions. - The ſoil of Tanjore is fertile, and j 10 
Princes were rich and hoſpitable. to all trading na- 
tions. Within it lies. the Dutch fortreſs of Ne ega- 

atam, and the Daniſh ſetilement of Tranquebar. 
£ 1612, Chriſtiarn IV. king of Denmark eſta- 
bliſhed an Eaſt- India company at Copenhagen, 
aad ſoon after four ſhips failed ſrom thence to the 
Eaſt- Indies. The hint of this trade was given to 
his Daniſh majeſty by James l. of England, who 
married a princeſs of Denmark; and in 116 17 they 
_ built and fortified a caftle and town at Tranquebar, 
on the coaſt of Coromandel.” The ſecurity which 
many of the, Indians found under the cannon of 


this fort, invited numbers of them to ſettle here; 


ſo that the Daniſh Eaſt-India company were foon. 
- rich enough to pay fo their king a yearly tribute of 
ten thouſand rix-dollars. The company however 
Willing to become rich all of a ſudden, f in 1620 
endeavoured to poſſeſs themſelves of the ſpice 

; at em ; bn were 1 by the Potty 
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gere the truth is, they 
with the native Indians on all hands; and had it 


1 * 


. . | 1 
„ 


don embroited themſelves 


not been for the generous aſſiſtance given them by 
Mr. Pitt, governor of Fort St. George, their ſet- 
tlement at I ranquebar muſt have been taken by the 
rajah of Tanjore. Upon the cloſe of the Wars of 


Europe, after the death of Charles XII. of Swe 
den, the Daniſh Eaſt India company found them- 


ſelves ſo much in debt, that they publiſhed pro- 
poſals for a new ſubſcription, for enlarging their 
ancient capital ſtock, and for fitting out ſhips to 
Tranquebar, Bengal and China. Two years after 
his Daniſh majeſty granted a new charter to his 
Eaſt India company, with vaſt privileges, and ſor 


ſome time it's commerce was carried on with great 
vigour. The Danes over-awed by the great ſupe- 
Tiority of the Engliſh on that coaſt have acted with 
ſuch prudence and moderation, as not to give the 
leaſt umbrage to the new commercial ſovereigns of 
the Eaſt; but when they ſaw the ruin of the 


er who afforded them protection effected, they 
looked upon their eſtabliſhment at Tranquebar as 
a precarious poſſeſſion, which perhaps they will 


not think worth their while to preſerve, with all 


the clauſes and reſtrictions the Engliſh company 


will lay on their commerce. The reduction of Tan- 


jore, like all other conqueſts of the Engliſh com- 

pany: in the peninſula of Indus, has been ſuggeſted 
y the reſtleſs ambition and avarice of ſome of their 

military ſervants, who know that war is for them 


a a profitable trade; and never want pretences to car» , 
Ty on their hoſtile deſigns againſt the neighbouring 
Mates, when ſtimulated by the proſpect of wealtl 


and plunder, The expedition againſt the kingdom | 


1 


; 6. 19 J. 


of Tanjore had been planned in the beginning of 
year 1774, and the nabob Mahommed Ally Khawn, * 
a man qualified in every reſpect to ſecond the am- 
- birious views of his allies,” marched the beginning 
of July with an Engliſh army to Tanjore, and laid 


ſiege to this capital. It was defended for two 


months with great ſpirit and reſolution, till at laſt 
the garriſon exhauſted by fatigue and fickneſs, ſtill 


determined to baffle the attempts of their enemies; 
ran-the riſk of an affault, in which the place was 
carried, the. king taken priſoner, and that king- 
dom, one of the moſt ancient of the coaſt of Coro - 
mandel, was extinguiſhed. All the horrors, and 
calamities that defenceleſs inhabitants can ſuffer 
from a. liceptious ſoldiery, concluded a dreadful 

ſcene. of carnage, plunder and deſolation. The 


infatuated Indians looked upon this place as invin- 


cible,. it being the center of their idolatry.” | 
The Daniſh miſſionaries who have been remarka-' 
bly zealous in propagating the goſpel in Tanjore, 
and the neighbouring provinces, had civilized feve- 


* 


morality and the chriſtian virtues. 


Some attribute to lord Clive, a plan preſented 


* 


to Mr. Pitt, for eſtablithing in India a powerful 


empire: from the mouth of the Ganges to the 
Gulph of Cambaya. Had this project which was 


really practicable, though not perhaps conſiſtent 


with good policy and diameriically oppoſite to all- 
. notions of equity, been adopted by government; 


lord Clive in gratifying his own pride and ambiti- 


on, with the hopes ig that caſe, of being appoint - 


ed a yiceroy of all the rich peninſula of Indus, did 


pot conſider all the obſtacles and difficulties, vu 


ral tribes of Indians, in introducing amongſt them - 


= 


3 : 45 0/1 1 . 4 . . 
the Engliſh nation ſhould have met in the egecg- 
rion of this ſtupendous enterprize, which had n 
doubt inſpired all the powers of Europe with Jea- 
louſy and.indignation,on fuch alarming aggrandize- 
ment, and engaged them to unite againſt us. Ac- 
cording to his lordſhip's "aſpiring views, the Eaſt 
"> India company ſhould have been either annihilated, 
or reduced to its original ſubjection and infignif-- 
cancy. All the commerce of India, courted by all. 

trading nations in the world, with the higheſt ma- 
terials of luxury, would have centered in England. 
The French, Dutch, Daniſh and Portugueſe. 
ſettlements on both the Coromandel and Malabar 
coaſts, taken from theſe maritime ſtares, with per- 
miſſion only ta have conſuls refident at certain fixed 
places, for à commercial intercourſe, '* His lord- 
ſhip engaged to pay in ten years the national debt, 
with the Gani and Raalconda, diamond mines ad- 
ed to the treaſures of Indoſtan. The ſeat of empire 
. ſhould have been at Galconda, and the peninſula 
within the Ganges, divided into eight provin- 
ces, with governors, ſubordinate to the viceroy 
and accountable to him for their conduct and ad- 
miniſtration. He required only a few officers of 
tried abilities, and a certain number of ſerjeants 
trained up to military diſcipline, incorpôrated 
with ſea · poys, of which an army of thirty thou- 
ſand men was to be kept in conſtant pay, without 
Britiſh troops. Both coaſts were to be guarded by 
à chain of forts, from Calcutta round ape Com- 
meran, to Surat, the iſſand of Cylon, thought to 
be by nature, the richeſt and fineſt in the World; 
Was to be conquered in part, from the Duteh and 
the natives; as it produees the moſt precious arti- 
* e eee N „ 
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cles of commerce; ſuch as long pepper, fine cot: 
ton, ivory, filk, ebony, muſk, cryſtal, ſalt-petre, 
ſalpher, lead, ſteel, 'befides excellent cinnamon, 
gold and ſilver, and all kinds of precious ftones, 
except diamonds. All the nabobs and rajahs were 
to be reduced to the condition af lords with allot- 
ed domains, but diveſted of all ſovereign authori- 
ty. The valuable fiſhery of-Maduga, was recom- 
mended to the protection and. encouragement of 
the "government. The mines were to be under 
the inſpection of a Britth officer, and all diamonds 
above a certain weight, were to belong to the 
crown; as a proof of the practicability and perman- 
ency of kick a ſcheme, his lordſhip mentioned 
the great influence we had already acquired in In- 
dia; that the Gentoos were entirely paſſive in all 
the revolutions. of their government. That the 
| Mahometans ignorant and troacheraus 8s they 
were, did not appear to have a violent attachment 
to any religious principle, and were abject enough 
to live under any form of government, that we 
ſhould be pleaſed to preſcribe ; nor. were they in 
any condition to diſpute an authority ſupported in 
the name of the Britiſh empire. That their dif- 
ferent principles manifeſted the impoſſibility of 
effecting a union of their forces, eſpecially under 
a mild government, that could not drive them in- 
to deſperate meaſures. Had the war continued, it 
is not improbablè that a great man at the head of 
affairs, might have adopted part of this plan, to 
ſupply the exigences of government at ſuch a junc- 


ture; however, this was never diſcuſſed in the 


king's council, nor propoſed to the legiſlature z 
2nd like many other wild and extravagar.: projects 
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Indicate more ambition and avarice than wifdam 3 
ß nt RG Re CNN 
As lord Clive is effentially concerned in the 
narrative of the conduct of Sir Robert Fletcher in 
the Eaſt Indies, which will throw a light onhis lord- 
ſhäp's tranſactiong; we fhall, here ſubmit to the 
judgment of ou readers, what Mr. Strachey, 
ſegretary:to lord Clive, has publiſhed DUO. 
the mutiny of the officers of the army in Bengal, 


as worthy of ohſervation. It was in conſequence 


of the mutinous conduct with which Sir Robert 
was charged, that he was diſmiſſed the ſervice. 


Mr. Strachey's narrative came to the knowledge 
of Sir Robert Pletcher, ſome time before his laſt 
appointment in the Eaſt India company's ſervice; 
he demanded of lord Clive a copy. of it ; and Mr, 
Strachey refuſing it, agreed to Sir Robert's peru- 
ſal of it. As Mr. Strachey confeſſed that this 
narrative was haſtily penned in his voyage from 
Bengal, in 1767 ; where he was acting as ſecreta- 
ry to lord Clive, who was at that time on board 
the ſame ſhip; it is to be ſuppoſed it was written 
under the inſpection of that nobleman, as the 
whole ſubject in queſtion, lies between lord Clive 
and Sir Robert Fletcher; conſequently Mr. Stra- 
chey cannot be looked upon in another light, than 
a tranſcriber, who had left at the diſcretion of his 
maſter, his name and reputation, to obtain that 
credit, which neither of them could fingly pro- 
eure. e e 
Ia conſequence of this ſtate of things, his 


lordſhip is in juſtice to be conſidered as the real 


author:; and Mr. Strachey gs an editor, ſubſcribed 
his name to it, out of regard for his maſter, - Had 
n ö 5 lord 


n 
lord Clive been called upon by the committee of 
fectecy, to juſtify his conduct in the cauſe of the 
mutiny, no joſt exception could have been aken 
to Mr. Strachey becoming an evidence of the 
truth: but no ſuch ſubject of enquiry was neceſſa · 
rily to be brought before that committee: it re- 
lated to the double batta, with which ſubject an 


account of the mutiny at leaſt, of Sir Robert 


Fletcher's being diſmiſſed from the ſervice on this 
occafion, formed no part. Lord Clive had redu- 
ced the batta, and Mr. Strachey wanted his lord- 
ſhip's evidence, in regard. to the circumſtance. Gf 
doubling and reducing that payment, Sir Robert 
was tried for mutiny, and diſmiſſed the fervice in 
1766. He was reſtored to the company's ſervice as 
ſecond in commaod of the troops at Madras. All 
remembrance and effect of the combination of the 
officers was ſunk in oblivion, in regard to Sir Ro- 
bert; but no time can efface the impreſſions of vin- 
dictive reſolves, levelled at the heaven- born gene- 
ral. Lord Clive, conſcious that Sir Robert could 
contradict every material circumſtance which re- 
fle&ed diſhonour on his conduct, recurred to his 
uſuab arts. Sir Robert was then employed in effa- 
cing the injuſtice of that ignominy, which his 
lordſhip and the court- martial had endeavbured to 
fix upon him. The previous malignity of lord 
Clive deſtroyed the very deſigus of his male volence, 
as the Eaſt- India company perceived his lordfhip's 
motives, which induced them to reſtore them to 
their favour. It is manifeſt that the charactetiſtic 
of lord Clive, was pride and envy; next to bis lord- 
ſhip's rapaciouſneſs, cqntempi of the rights of in- 


- 


. * 


nions of the generals, Lawrence and Caillaud; 
called for by the general court, differed ſo; widely 


jured princes, and abſolute inſenſibility to the- c- 
lamities of human kind.  aghts, 
On the ſubject of mutiny and diſmiſſion of Str 

Robert Fletcher; on the tranſaction. that paſſed. in 


he Eaſt India houſe, March 3d, -1768 ;.the opt. 


: 


from thoſe of the majority of the court martial, 
which were confirmed by the go | | 
3 which lord Clive and general Carnac were two; 


he governor and council 
that the court of directots, defired-the general 
court to delay coming to any reſqlution thereon, 
till they had had time fully to conũder how far the 
company's intereſt might be affected by any: reſo- 
lution repugnant to the ſentence af a court mar- 


tial of officers, and confirmed by the governor and 
Council. It was then teſolved, that the conſideration 


of the ſaid motion, as to Sir Robert Fletcher, be 
poſtponed until the next general court. At a ge- 
neral court, April 8th, 1768 ; the directors oh- 


* 
+. 


ſerved, that the court was appointed to confider of 


the following motion, made at the laſt court, via: 
.. ©. That it is tue opinion of the cpurt, that Sir 


Robert Fletcher do now receive the public thanks 


of the company, for his judicious aud prudent 
conduct, and that he be immediately reſtored to 
that rank, in our ſervice, which he wauld have. 


held, ſuppoſing him not to have been diſmifſed,”. 


I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that the conduct of 
the directors in this, as in many other occaſions is 
ridiculous and contradictory, as they ſhould never 
diſmiſs from their ſervice, an officer of high rank, 
without proofs of his neglect or want of capacity: 

And being reſtored - afterwards to their favour, » 


* 
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4 e of A verſabiliry ; | Sick quatiry 
may be commendable in a man of the world, but 2 


og in a commercial companys :- 
This motion had been madle by Aer Co 


wall, at che preceding general court. On the 
making of the motion Sir Robert Fletcher him- 
ſelf, thought proper to move, that the ing 


motion be amended as follows, viz : * That it is. 
the opinion of the court, that Sir Robert Fletcher 
be immediately reſtored to that rank in the com- 
Fog $ ſervice, which he would have held ſuppo- 
ng him not to have been diſmiſſed “ 

this amendment, Sir Robert tnodeftly de- 
elined the thanks for his ſetvices, and deſired to 
be reſtored only to his former rank; in which dan 
tion, he behaved wich the ſeit and courage bes 
coming the command he held. Had the firſt mo- 
tion paſſed in the afſirmative; the character of his 
lordſhip, both as a general and a man of honour, 
muſt have been greatly impaired; if not totally 
demoliſhed, and with regard to ſome of the gens 
tlemen in Bengal, his lordſhip was, at the time of 
Sir Robert's trial, inveſted with ſuch abſolute 
powers, and diſtributed his rewards: and puniſh- 
ments, with fo liberal a hand to all men, accord- 
ingly as they obeyed or rejected his dictates. Nei- 
ther were the members of the court martial, pro- 
per perſons, as the mutiny act ditects. Somme of 
them had been engaged in perſonal diſputes with 
Sir Robert and others; his lordſhip's particular 
friends were largely benefited; both in rank and 
emolument, by Sir Robert's removal from the 
ſervice. It cannot be a ſubject of ſurprize, that 
it was neither recommended by the court martial, 
Vol. HL NE nor 
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Leadenhall- Street, indeed, they were not ſo come = 
pPlwaiſant, and therefore betwixt the day on ne 
dhe preceding motion was firſt made, and this of 
\- the ſecond, his lordſhip, his emiſſaries and 8 
e .erted every 3 tbat 2 could 
prompt, or power and intereſt obtain and carry 
FO Soo execution.» During the debates, the directors 


_*-acquainted the court, that having taken into their 
moſt ſerious conſideration the motion on the 3ſt 


bc laſt month, and then poſtponed an opinion 
ttmhereon, which they deſired to offer to the wy | 
iz: That the court of directors on che th of 
April, having taken into confideration the repot 
the generals, Lawrence and Caillaud, on, the 
court martial, held upon Sir Robert Fletcher, with 
the motion made thereupon ; and referred for the f 
cConfideration of the court this day; they think it 
their duty to repreſent to the general court, that 
if ſuch motion would now take place, it wou 
in their opinions, be attended with the moſt fatal 
conſequences to the company's affairs. A A fe- 
ſoration of rank and thanks to Sir Robert Flet- 
cher, would be ſuch a reflection upon the officers 
who compoſed the court- martial, and upon the 
_ - governor and council who approved it, as will 
tend to the relaxation of military diſcipline; at o- 
Not the ruin. of ſervice. N 


4 - 


A determination being thus evaded on _the_a- 
-mendment, in which the article of thanks way omit- 
ted, and the motion fixed from that part Which 
would have thrown the ſtrongeſt reflections an the 
court · martial and the council, had it paſſed in [the 


general court of the company. The main queſtion 


fl : Fg 
| wooded in ake manner i hd ben r 


aned by his lordſhip and his adberents ; if Sir 


| — and council, lord Clive, and Carnac, 
elected. on. Mr. Dunning in the 


e eee e thanked and u red, the = 


bare of e 8. Bench declared, That Sin Robere | by 


had preſerved the company from utter deſtruQtion.” 
The injuſtice of bis lordſhip. in his final determina- 
tion is manifeſt. -.In order to coincide. with the 
oftenſible reaſons delivered by the directors, and 
which had been deviſed to cover the inveterats pur- 
ſuit af lord Clive 3 Sir Robert was not to receive 
the rewards of his merit, nor the council be oblique- 
ly condemned for Wein name. an 
8 | d 
After a debate; the previous queſtion being out, 
whether the queſtion on the amended motion ſhould = 
de put; it paſſed in the negative. This deciſion 
Mr. Strachey did repreſent as a defeat of Sit Ro- 
bert Fletcher; and a kind of confirmation of the 
rectitude of his ſentence: but in fact, the directors 
resſons for not thanking and reſtoring him to the 
ſervice, were not founded on wry demerit in him, 
but on the prevention of bad conſequences for the 
future. The futility and chieane pronounced by 
Sir George Colebrook reſpeQting the queſtions of 
the generals Lawrence and Caiuland ; the indeſa- 
tigable application of lord Clive and his friends, as 
well as that of the court of directors and the EX» | 
tenſiveneſs of their influence, will certainly deter- 


Fable a number as eighty- ix, in favout of Sir Ro- 
bert at à time; when his particular friends were 


N 2 real triumph and 1 pond | 


mine that againſt ſuch. a combination; ſo confider 


tan 


Sr W And dent 5 Prop derort ada mew 
it, was 'equat to end more Av roar than's 
majority confitting of patty men and votes made = 


5 with lord'Chve's- money: and of theſe adden, N 
a, 


4wo' were the preſent governor's-general of 
| en the chief ſopetviſor who Was loft in | the Aurora, 
Sir Robert in the judgment of all I per- 
ſons; being "thus cleared from every cauſe-of — 
_ pcectfation * etjoRting the mutiny in Hengel was 
fon: reſtored to the lervice, and appointed 23 
in command at Madras : and as this was done by 
the unanimous refolution of that very court of di- 
rectors, which bad availed the oceding motion | 
from taking effects, which had obeyed the inclinas 
tions and been ſubſervient to the views of lord 
Clive i the character of his lordſhip, by a juſt im: 
—— vas more flagrantly expoſed to cenſure, 
pecting the removal of Sir Robett ftom India 
Than before. The re- inſtating of the latter was in 
ſact a ſenſible humiliation of the former; and a 
tacit confeſſion by the court of directors that his 
lordſhip had dealt unjuſtly by him. To hase pub. 
liched the narrative when Sir Robert was reſtored. 
and failed from India, would have expreſſed the 
abject intention of attacking the character ofs 
perſon who was not preſent io deſend himſelf. It 
would have pronounced - the ſorenefs of his lords. 
ſhig's ſou}; "at ſeeing juſtice and truth prevail over 
jealouſys and reſentment: in fact, it would haye done 
that in which the half cunning are frequently miſ. 
taken, It would have compleated by the megns of 
bliſhing the narrative at that time, the perfect 
dgemolition of that temple of fame which had been 
Ne by thoſe „ Sa- 
5 1 
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ru of his: wach pn resl tranſactions, had tink - 
riouſly affiſted/ in his Eerculran labours, and ſhared 
in the honourable productions of them; as well as 
of othen, whom he had purchaſed and had fed to 
beat ontee the architects of that viſionary fabrio. 
and the heralds of his atchievements. It is not the 
character of lord Clive to execute his intentions by 
halves. He ib a ſnake that does not previouſly 
thake his rattles to warn the unwary traveller, 
whom he intends to kill by his ſting: but the 
worm of vengeance that never dies in his boſom. 
was not the more inert, becauſe his lordſhip was 
ſilent and had never been ill treated by Sir Robert 
Fletcher. - His defence muſt not be confidered as 
ſpringing from a'defire of reciprocal vengeance; 
but from a laudable propenſity of exculpating mm- 
{elf from the attack on his character, which his 
lordſhip formerly deviſed, and has now thought 
prope oper to revive, and bring not only before the tri- 
nabof ene but chat of the hole youre: 
ol Greats Miene id 
ITbe houſe of cummome ee e eee 
into the nature, ſtate. and condition of the Faſt- 
India compaay the battle, or rather the eſcape 
neat Calcutta 3 the leaguing with Meer Jaſfier, a 
ſuhject, to dethrone his ſovereign; ; the breach of 
that- oath and treaty, which he made to-Serajah- 
Dowlah; the affixing of the reſpe&able name of a 
Hritith ad iral, wit bout his conſent) io a fictitious 
the deception of Omichund a joint con- 
Pr by the depofing and murdering of ” Serajah 
Dowlab, together wich almoſt an infernirude of 
other crimi al tranſactions,” were dragged from the 


9 * and ns to view, — — 
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uiticaios, of the miniſtry aud reports of he 
ject committee. | Theſe enorwtes ierced the bo- 
lows: Of every - human. bein inexpreſhble 
compaſſien for the injured, an ich abhorrence for 
_ thofe-who had perpetrated ſuch unexampled, cryelty 
and horrible injuſtice. Among theſe ford Clive 
did not eſeape the general execration : the public 
had lawfully; entered upon the territory of his 
Whole — 55 which had been ſo Joo? inecum- 
: bered by: a heavy my cet; bf tranſac- 


I 1 apountittes a Geer being. ap a by 
8 e ee to a like purpoſe. with the leck, his 


Juorathip conceived the deluſive idea of compenſa- 


ting in ſome degree, by means of the former, for 
tut loſs of reputation which he had ſuſfered by 
 _ the datter; for I am credibly informed, - that the 
| ſelect commitee, not without ſome reſentment of 
the attempt, refuſed to admit his . 
Strachey, to 5 be brought before them in 

He ſaid, 7 way of apology, that when the ſectet 

. :eommiittee-of the houſe 05 commons, towards the 
cloſe of the laſt ſeſſion of parliament, were inveſti- 
_ (gating the military affairs of Bengal, one af the 
metnbers whohad heard of the narrative, defired to 
tead it; he ſent it to him; it was the very book Sir 
[Robert Fletcher had read. The honourable mem- 
ber ſoon after [aſked him if he had any objection 
to the giving it in evidence ta the committee; he 
told them he had none. The narrative, of the 
Heaven: born general's ſecretary, concerns not an- 
Iy his evidence, but reaſoni ngs on the particulars, 
apologies, and zug eskiont of his lordſhip; 
Ore on Sir * Fletcher 3; la 
*; Wun 
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variety of other vague taiſrepreſentations. In 


fact, that publication has hardly the moſt diſtant 
appearance. of a . witneſs delivering. the truth, 
Which alone ought to be admitted on ſuch occa- - 
fions, But if an advocate, hired to combine the 
teſtimonies and depoſitions of other men, addin 
arguments, ſpecious and delußve, of his own, 5 
order to impoſe on the public, and to make the 
feeble cauſe of his client as plaufible and impo- 
fing as he can, does it not, therefore, ſeem I] ; 
bable, that ſomething more than is expreſſed, 
E in ſecret between the two members of the 
ſecret apo ſelect GEE: for — he is his lord 
ſhip's ſecretary, might he not poſſibly have conde- 
5 © become i broker. on tis importan 
occation ? This fuggeſtion ari om the pre- 
ceding circumſtances, is more cafily. e ne 3 
£ may, indeed, be unjuſt, reſpecting the fervant, 
ii ca be evinced to have been e der f 
the maſter. This deſign of placing, in the ſcale 
of the ſecret committee, ſomething in his lordſhip's | 


favour, which may counterpoiſe, although in » 


very ſcanty degree, that which had ſo diſadvanta- 
geoully fallen into the ſcale of the ſelett commit- 
tee; was not the ſole inducement, Which prevail- | 
ed at preſent to the giving of this narrative in evi: 


dence. His Seng unfelenting malevolence 3 


letcher, fondly conceived it 
4 favourable opportunity of indulging it- 


arp Robert 


"felf,, and offering an ofteplible reaſon to the in- 


$ 


coaliderare, for its being publiſhed in the reports 


J 


Had i reſted at that - point, fome palliative | 
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might have been offered in extenuation of this illi 
beral proceeding. Some aſſertion, whichalthough 
no ſerfible man would have credited, -wasſuch:as 


could not have been refuted. It might have bear 


_ averred, that it was called for in evidence, and 


could not be refuſed. : And who could have dif- 


proved this avermenr ? unleſs the ſecretaty of 'Eomd 


_ Clive had been indiſcreetly pleaſed to tell the ſelf. 
- condemning tale of its being aſked for, and had 
publiſhed his narrative ſeparately. But as thin 85 


are now exhibited, the publication of the narrative, 
at once pronounces the vindictive ſpirit of his lord - 


- ſhip againſt Sir Robert Fletcher, His diſtreſs on 


his loſs of character, and the ſubſerviency of his 
ſecretary, can a doubt then be entertained that 
the ſüfferings which have ſprung from the diſco - 


very of his milirary, political, and tteaty- making 
_- conduCt in the territories of Indoſtan, have dif-- 


poop hey 643 age ll . . ; q 
8 him in ſearch of menial eaſe to the ayoca-' 
on of new ſcenes in Italy? But is it not imptac- 


ticable to ſooth a boſom, tortured with that an- 


guiſh which he feels, from that honeſt indignation. 
that is expreſſed againſt him in every frowning 
forehead of his countrymen ?. But is there not an in- 
ſeparable companion which has taken an abſolute. 
poſſeſſion of his foul ? Will ſhe not accompany - 


him in all his journies, dwell with him in every) 
houſe, and conſtantly recall to histerrifed remem- 


brance, every torturing idea, from which he would... 
ive 


give his millions to be relieved ? But alt is in vain... 


benignant creator of man has primordially . 


ordained, that the conſciouſneſs of guilt ſhall eter. 


* 7 aver the reſtleſs ſoul of him who has:perpes - 
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m Alas! ki ford 

nor ges from inf 2 
| "It mult now appeuf, that both (hi Sing af 3 
namative in eyidenes By the Lereckch, and * 


| :of ie to the world in 4 
bbw ndthing le 


and vindiffive ſpivi 
| ſtance will, 1 t evince it ts 
1 manner both imderat 444 infididbs, ; 


Sir Robert Fletther wad in . 
'thers to femain for Kine pre ti 
kngth bf time; as his lordihip and his ſecretar 
beheved: ' It was impoſſible for Hm at that di. 
tance to deſend himſelf. The committee — i 
alid ſecret, there were no means of 6ppo 

imptoper evidenee. Tt was: abour ha 
well-known; that Sit Robert, und other ren 
of the govetnmvtectt ar Madras, hid if, agreed wit 
theprefident and Neef the council; and were 
there no other prof exiſting, this ptefent attack o 
f his reputation, for 4 tranfaction almoſt forgotten 
1 ineckeqible by his beirig reinſtated 7 
f tie company's fervies;/would ſtand forth ab an un- 2 
Dee of i imbe rey 40 11 = 

| obineſs,” But ir ſtopped not thete: Nine publics: 

| ton: of this narrative, ſeperately" included 4 d 

l ble treachery :* the Loew" of his being „ 
| inclined was new t6vived, in order to create à c 
late rab teſtimony of bis having bern of the like dif- 


poſition at Madras; and the late diſegree ment at 
that place was reciprocally to "ir givit = 


dit to the ſecretary 8 canta or on.” >. 99 
this honeſt intent ret es both e ja 2 | / 
_ 2 the affair of the mutiny hay beth 

Vor, III. E h : pub- 2 


: . 


t as: 13 ES 
Aude 0 * 


wy Eden, and the public was left dd apply it T4 


or either, as they pleaſed; Butfuch has been the 
1 of their criminal intentions: Sir Robert is un- 
- expectedly returned, to the no ſmall confuſion _ 
the 8 vg lord and his honourable ſecretary 3; and. 
their embarraſſmept I ruſt, will not be in = 
wiſe diminiſhed, by what ſhall be rteftagably- 
ved afterwards. . his lordſbip has reg 
do approve, if not to command the evidence of N 
| ſecretary to be publiſhed: in the mannerairs 
© related, with the double view of prefarving fone 
hender fragment of his mouldering repitation,and | 
ro depreciate the character of Sir Robert Fletcher. 
ere is no occaſion to make either. ſoruple,or aps» - 
| Togy for examining the evidence which-my-ordas 
Hiraſelf been induced to depoſe defore thi {elect 
committee. And ſurely, this muſt de knows 
„ledged by his lordſhip and bis afſoeiates,” (ior #eal 
friends ĩt is impoſſible that ſuch a man can poſſeſs) 
to be doing him a favour: ſince according to his 
own depoſition, his fervices have been fo honoura- 
ble to bis country, has maſters and hitſelf f and 
his actions guided by conſcience in various inſtans 
ces of felf-denial. | By this, his own evidente,' de 
ſhall be tried: and although he boaſts of his bo- 
nourable ſervices, defends his conduct, and pre- 
ſumes to call himſelf, not only a guiltleſs, but a me- 
ritorious ſubject of the king, and ſeryant of: the 
company; had he been arraigned in any court uf 
England, he would haue been found guilcy n bis - 
D confeſſion “ 
The analy ſis of the hearts and heads of minds 
3 to be accompliſned but by repeated W 
carri 
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| tranfadtions : for men can but rarely belyg their 
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N has 18 in 10 their mombatous A | | 


ruling 55 and prop0fitions.on important 5 
fions,' 8475 long and Pack as qe 
knowledge: of them. from: the reſearch. and x | 
reation'6f the inquiſitive and diſcerning. IL. ſhall | 
therefore. attempt to delineate with, preciſion, .im- © 
partiality,” 5 Wen. the chara Reriſic of. the 
eaveni-b neral, from the time of of his iſ 5 
e the land forces of the Faſt⸗Inda 
company at Bengal,” when Calcutta was: e | 
to that of his rerurd to England; and in effecting 
this deſign, 1 thall take the liberty | of” examining, 


"elucidating, and ſe parately publiſhing thoſe parts 


of his lordſhip's 3 . which are. requifite for 
"that purpoſe, as they ftand in the reports of the 
ſelett committee. From this examination, it will 
"be ſeen of what admirable ſtuff his lordchip is com- 
"poſed; "and what are the ſtriking features which po 
chafacterize his ſoul. This ottraiture, delineated 
bY: his firſt, and honourable ſervices in Beng 5 

114 are by him.ſo preſumptuouſly denomunated, | 
11 then remain a kind of archi-tipe, with WF to. x7 
"compare his honeſt features, as they will be f A 5 ; 
in a fecond delineation of him, alter his. laſt re- 
1 em i that — N in FRY he ſo 15 4 
f tifully 
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 Bifolly: ed the ſecds of bee and of 
3 Sf extoftion, plunder, | famine, agd 

Mp was during that time, among * his athes 
ee ſeryites,” Sir Robert Fletcher was 
Fiested in that illiberal manner, which will be 
Pereafter moſt faithfülly related, and unadſwera- 
ly proved, to include a pre-meditated jotention of 
deſtroying the well- Zotten fame of 3 commander, 
ho ſupported and increaſed the glory of the Eaft- 
India company. Wat has been ſaid by Horace 
on the ſplendor of the ſun, i is lafely applicable to 
ide darkneſs of his lordſhip, ius et idem ncxttur. 
+ We" ſhall now trace 12 noble Jord's footſteps 
wrong hall thoſe honourable ſeryices which be 
* forme! on the banks of the Ganges. As it is 
rom actions alone, that the charactefs of men can 
be aſcertained, this narratiye begins win thoſe 
Which were perf ane By Lord Cliye, whilſt he 
Was firſt in Bengal after 155 retaking © of Calcutta 
* the wgre on of his military, political, apo 
rapaciou: deeds in that country, ate examined. 
From this enquiry there will naturally ariſe a diſ- 
 *covery of thoſe motives which urged his lordſhip 
in his career; what are the ruling paſſions of his 
foul; and the characteriſtics thar 5 ſignally- di- 
*Rtinguiſh all his conduct. This narration is dic- 
tated —_— 4 heart, not dead to the ſenſations of hy- 
man fy rings, and the obligations of juſtice ; It is 
'Fo pported b . the oral accounts of perſons well in- 
| oe of the ſubject, or by written and printed 
evidence, but chiefly derived from the depoſitiops 
pf Lord Clive himſelf, confirmed by orders gi ae 
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gommons, On the yeracity, of 


Reflendas, a collector, of the nabob's revenues, 
foreſeeiag that the death of Aliver de Khawh was 
at no great diltance, and 8 of the conſe- 
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e n eridegge his 
lordſhip will not refufe to teig. 
Aer ge Khayn, nabob of Bengal, and grand - 
father. of Serajah Dow lah, being grown extremely 


* 


id, and thinking himſelf 0 qualified+tq 


4 


* 
1 3 : 


govern his people, had atfociated his grandſan'as 


Bis cos: Jutor in his ſovercigaty, and placed him 


on the throne of his dominian. in the year 1736. 


dense which might probgbly-ariſs to him on bis 


deceaſe, withdrew himſelf from the court of the 


pabob, and under the pretence of making à pil- 


grimage zs an act of devotion, he embarked his 
Women and bis treaſury on board; a. number of 
boats, and landed them at Calcutta about the end of 


March. At the ſame time, he brought letters from 


Mr. Watts, who was then the refident, or miniſter 
for the company at Muxadabad, ſtrongly recom- 
3 ay ing him to Mr, Drake, the governor, as the 


ſon of Rajah, who had great power at court, and 
who might be of great ſervice to the Eaſt-India 


hawn dying on the gth of April in the ſame year, 
queathed his dominions to Serajah Dowlah, his 
andſon. As the latter had been previouſly ad- 


e affairs in that province. Oliverda 


Fanced to ſovereign authority, in conjunction with 


his grandfather, he took abſolute and full poſſeſ- 


Hon of the government, without the leaſt reliſtance; 


for although, according to the conſtitution of In- 
fdoſtan, the Mogul alone had the right to appoint 


* pabobs to the provinces of that extenſive empire, 
$9 go remoye them at his pleaſure ; yet ſince the 


$7 w 


5 time in which Nadir Shaw had taken Delly,. nd. 
over-ruh the imperial flate, the Moguls' were ne 
longer maſters of appointing” what nabobs they, 


| pleaſed ; but thoſe alone aſcended to power, whe 

by art, arms, and money, could attain the-meanf 
* E 

20 


hg themſelves in 1 uch Exalted ftations ; y er 85 
one of thoſe conceived themſelyes to be conſiitu-. 


tionally elevated, unlefs tber go vr ment was al : 


fied by a paretit from the Mogul, TS 
*"Accorting to the conftitvtion of dete the” 
miniſtry and collectors of the. royal revenues Int- 
the reigns of proceeding nabobs, are amenable to. 
the orders of them who ſucceed, and they.cannot- 
legally withdraw themſelves. from their cogni- 
_ Zahce, ' Serajah Dowlahz:being now the ſole go: ; 
vernor of Bengal, by a letter d Mr. Drake, de- 
mands Kiftndas be delivered up to Rim, and 
this letter contained alſo remonſtranges again 
ſome new fortifications which were mary 08 * 


in defence of that place. Drake, contrary to the - 
cuſtom hitherto obſerved, thought proper not c 
ſend back an anſwer by the perſon who brought * 
the letter; but ordered him to leave the town im- 
mediately, under the unwarrantable pretence f 
his coming in diſguiſe, and not as a public mel 
fenger Keine dad). 
© This inſolent contempt on the diſpatches of 4 
fovereign, in whoſe dominions they lived, were 105 by 
ib. 


_ 


1 


letated and protected, contributed not a little to ih. 
flame his reſentment againſt the Engliſn. An ant 
ſwer to the letter above-mentioned howeyer, Was 
on more ſober reflection, not long after returned, 
to the nabob. In this anſwer ' the. goyernor po- 
tively" refuted either to give up the ſubject to his 
ERS > mts po Pb fore. 
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 fovereign;: or to demoliſh the fortifications which | 
were then erected, He then ſeized on Omichund,. 
a'rich merchant and ſubject. of Bengal, under pre- 
tence of his fomenting the preſent diſcoid between 
the nabob andthe Engliſh, and confined him as 4 
| priſoner. | . 9h 2 "Ss SY AY ITED 
Whatever were the motives which produced 
this prepoſterous and umjuſtißable conduct in Mr. 
Drake, or the recommendation in Mr. Watt's let- 
ter, of à man who had illegally deſerted his ſove- 
reign's ſervice, do not appear from any thing which 
was delivered by the witneſſes, before the ſelect 
committee, . But, if we return to thoſe. principles 
r-ſome of theſe men, which were permanent in 
Il their other tranſactions, and recall the idea 0. 
the numerous boats loaded with treaſure, which 
accompanied: Kiſfindas to Calcutta, the cauſe of 
"ot conduct can remain” no longer problematical. 
Serajah Dowlah conceived this treatment in Drake, 
who in conſequence of conceſſions made by former 
princes to the Engliſh, to be an uppardonable and 
inſolent defiance of his ſovereignty : he even deem- 
ed it a breach of theſe grants which they had for- 
merly received, by the protection which they now 
| offered to one ſubject who had fled. from his ſove- 
reign authority ; and the impriſonment, of another, 
over whoſe perſon they had no legal right, In 
conſequence of this reſentment, with a view to pre- 
ſerve his legal right from being contemptuoufly 
treated, and his people from the arrogant W e 
of power by the Engliſh governor, the nabob 
marched his army to Calcutta. | 
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II was now too viſible how impotent is attog ance 
* 1 The 


2 9 +1 W 
Tie governdf, who before had treated the nabe 


with inſult and diſdain, when he was at à diſtance; 


at his approach was terriſied beyond "meaſure. Ig? 


norance and timidity directed all his actions; he 
fed from his duty; and Calcutta, aftet an attacx 
of ſome days, was taken by aſſaultt. 
By che law of arms, Sefajah Dowlah might juſti-- 
Sably have chaftiſed this arrogance of the aouncil; \ 
auc have put all the Englifh to the ſword, - 
che contrary; when Mr: Holwell; who commande 
after Drake, was brought before him in bonds, he 
ordered his hands to be unbound, and folemnly de- 
elared, that not # hair of their heads ſhould pe? 
riſh. But this reſtoration of liberty in the +l 
of Mt. Holwell; and the declaration of their afery, 3 
were not intended to preclude the means of pre- 
venting the Erigliſh from renewing hoſtilities, ar 
creating diſturbances in the night. They were 
therefore ordered to be confined, during that ſea⸗ 
fon ; but the officer who was delegated to the care 
of that order, unfortunately: ſent them to 4 place - 
called the black-hole; which being roo fall for 
the number; and without a ftee admiffion of freſh - 
air, out of 1g that were therein ſhut up, no 
more than twenty-two of them ſurvived till eight - 
the next morning. One muſt be callous” to all 
tender ſenſations not to feel an unexpteffible ſenſi- 
bility for the enormous ſufferings, which the un⸗ 
happy priſonets muſt have undergone; in this 
more than torturing ſituation. It ſeems the nabob 
had no defign of taking away the life of any ind? 
vidual perſon, who had been incloſed in-that place 
of horror. This opinion is confirmed by the evi- 


dente, which Mr. Cooke, at chat time ſeoretary 
9 9 85 (a 10 
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decke e e of Calcutta; has 418 : 
| yered before the ſelect committee of the houſe of 


commons; to this; he alſo adds; that; as he believ- 
ed, the fize of the black hole em tes 
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The clamour which was then raiſed; and the: 
horrors which were pang againſt his Afiatic 
prince; a the willing) perpettator of thoſe enor- 
mous cruelties againſt” tlie Engliſh, were exceſſive, 


| And they have ſince been ftequently 3pplied in ju- 


ſtification-of thoſe egregious acts of injuſtice; which! 
were at that time commenced, and have fince been 
purſued by ſome of thoſe who then furvived, and 
thoſe who have fucceeded them in the Eaſt-India 
company's fervice againſt that prince; his ſucceſ- 
ſors, and ſubjects j notwithſtanding this provoca- 

tion onthe part of governor Drake and the council, 
the nabob ſigned an inſtrument with Mr. Watts; 
that the Engliſh ſhould have liberty tocarryon trade; 
oneqvual terms with allother nations; their patent 
predilection being aboliſhed; Having — 
what appeared to neceſſary for the underſtand- 
ing of the ſubſequent parts, I ſhall now take the- 
hberty of examining the evidence, and ſtate the 

atchievements of the heavenborn general; when 

he commauded in Bengal, and regardleſs of his 
celeſtial nativity; freely make my obſervations on 
his conduct: News being brought to Madras 
of the fare of Calcutta, it was reſolved to ſend a 
military force to recover it, and lieutenant colonel 


Clive was reſolved on by the council to have — | 


command of it. This as bis 8 8 
was the wiſh of every officer. Ia the beginning of 
October the troops were 3 board the: 
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cquadton and tranſports under the command of Ad- 
miral Watſon. On their arrival within à ſew miles 
of Calcutta, the land forces were diſembarked ; 
and then his lordſhip makes a moſt genetal - like 
obſervation indeed, that the ſhips went by water, 
| and the land troops went by ld. 
No commentator on the military actions of great 
commanders could have made ſo curious and ſo 
keen a remark. This ſtrange phænomenon of 
ſhips going by water, and land forces by land, to- 
gether with a ſew ſhot fired from the fleet, ſo terri: 
fied the troops of Serajah Dowlah, that they aban- 
doned the fort; and then his lordſhip boldly en- 
tered into it, at the head of theſe land forces that 
ſtill continued to march by land, and thus Calcutta 
" was taken ey I, eden 
This fact being accompliſhed, his lordſhip ſays, 
he encamped his army, and entrenched himſelf a- 
bout four miles from Calcutta, in expectation of 
Serajah Dowlah and his army, who were then on 
their march to that place. In a few days the na- 
bob and his troops arrived, and they were. permit- 
ted to paſs unmoleſted, by the heaven · born gene- 
ral, within half a mile of his lordſhip's camp; and 
then they encamped on the back of Calcutta. By 
this manceuvre they were ſituated between the Eng- 
liſh camp and the place his lordſhip intended to 
tect. Does not this event ſeem to convey a very 
exalted idea of his lordſhip's ſcience in the military 
art ? during this march however, Serajah Dowlah, 
by letters to his lordſhip had propoſed a treaty and 
terms of peace. The natives who ſaw how things 
vere circumſtanced between the two armies, fled 
from the country, and all communication by land 
i with 
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with Calcutta being cut off by Serajah Dowlah, his 


lordſhip perceived that if ſomething was not done, 
both the {quadron and the land forces would be 


| ſtarved'out of the country. On this account he 


ſent Mr. Serafton and Mr. Walſh to the nabob that 
evening, and on their return theſe ambaſſadors at- 
{ured his lordſhip, they thought the nabob was not 
fincere in his attentions for peace, and that he 
meant treachery. From lord Clive's account it 
ſhould ſeem, the general, being a man of ſurpri- 
zing foreſight in military affairs, had forgotren thar 
his army muſt eat, and conſequently had provided 
no ſuſtenance for them, And thus by encamping 
his own forces, and ſuffering thoſe of Serajah 

Dowlah without oppoſition to chooſe that graund = 
on which they were encamped; he was prevented 


from receiving neceſſary proviſions for his troops, 


and in a great degree from protecting Calcutta. 

The cravings of a hungry army are too ſolicitous to 
be appeaſed by a negociation for peace; ſuch be- 
ing the ſituation of the two powers, and the cir- 
cumſtances of the Engliſh. It was ſelf-evident 
that nothing was left to be undertaken. by his lord - 
ſhip,” but to ſtarve or fight. The ſame penetrating 
ſpirit of ſagacity, that induced the ſon of Hippiſley, 
the comedian, to take his hand from a hot iron 
bar without bidding, excited the Heaven-born 
general, without a council of war, to prefer the 
riſque of a battle, to the certainty of ſtarving. 
On this account, being in a hungry hurry, he 
went immediately on board the admiral's ſhip, 
repeated to him the neceſſity of attacking the na- 
hob without delay, and deſited to have four or 
fire hundred ſailors to carry the — 

a | | di Sts wnic 


| : 
i 
1 
j 
' 
1 
4 


which he affented.” For it ſeems, the admiral 
convinced, from bis lordſhip's cloſe manner of rea» 
ning, or by the diſtreſsful ſituation in Which he 
Rad placed himſelf, that an army which had nothing 
to eat, muſt ſoon be demoliſhed, unleſs they can 
ſpeedity get proviſions. To this deſtiny, he and 
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his failors had as little inclination, as if they had 


been land · forces, and had come from Madras all the 


way by land. The ſailors were landed; the troops 


were in arms; and about four o'clock in the morn« 
ing they marched to the attack of the nabob's 
damp: but hunger, that will eat through ſtone· 


walls, is not a leis vigorous incentive ta engage in 
battle. It was his loraſhip's intention; ase fas, 
* to have ſeized the nabob's cannon, and to have 


attacked his head quarters; but when day light 


appeared, it was neverthelefs all darknefs, for there 
aroſe ſo thick a ſog, that it was impoſſible for the 
army to ſee three yards before them, which conti- 
nued till they had marched through the nabob's 
whole army.“ His Jordſhip * cannot aſcertain 


che lofs the enemy ſuffered, but jt was reported to 
be very conſiderable ;'” becauſe, as I ſuppoſe; it 
being impoſſible for the troops under his lordſhip's 


command, to fee three yards before them, they 
were thereby enabled to point their 3 
firelock with a greater certainty of killing than the 
Aſiatics.“ © Our loſs, however, amounted to a? 
bout 150 killed and wounded. The Engliſh con- 
tinued their march to the fort, where the troops 
were allowed an hour to reſt, and then ordered 
back to camp. ?? 9 eee 

This as I take it, ſeems to be as well fought a 
Held, as hath at any time been known on che ſur- 


* 25 * 
G5 His lordſhip did, in 
n 


to da —_ for, as he himſelf ſays, Ho iq» 
ended to have ſeiged the cannon, and to have at- 

N eat quarters of Serajah. Dowla 3 but, 
—— upon it, that pęſtilent fog aroſe. And 
thus without ſecing the enemy, or che enemy ſee- 
ing thetn, he and his troops got clear ary through ch 
nabob's-army 4 and again reached. Calcutta, from 
which they had been intercepted by the encamp- 
ment of rhe Aſiatic troops. Accordingly, to my 

ner of conceiving things, this  fingle event, 
were there no other inducements, would ſpfficiently 
2 on us to believe that his lordſhip is in rea- 
heaven- born general. For who of à lefs 
lane deſcent, has at any time, been fo fignally 
e by à fog ? ness, who was alſo u 
eaven· born general, on the mother's ſide, his lord- 
as much ſo by the father's, as the mother's, 

as on one occaſion preſerved 4 
Diomedes by a fog; Oy Mor, poetically called, 
—4 veil, in which hig mother Venus enveloped 

m. On another he received the like favour, 
when he ſtood ſecyre and unſeen, in the preſence 
of queen Dido, untill it was known what might be 
ho inclinations of that princeſs towards him. 

In this inſtance, near Calcutta, the general him- 
ſelf, -and the whole army were not only preſerved 
food deſtruction, but a victory was obtained, 
being furrounded with a fog, according to the ac- 
counts that were then publiſhed in the Gazette. 

This ſucceſs, however, cannot with -propri 
be aſcribed to the heaven-born general: beca 
ml intentions 170 ner che cannon, ad m_ 


the wrath- of 


| * che aflianee.of chat alone, all the | merit of 
this well-fought field, is inſtantly to be aſcribed 4 | 


under that protection, he paſſed'cleverly throu 

the nee to Calcutta. Serajah Dowlah 
having diſcovered; on the diſſipation of the fog, 
that under that concealment, the heaven- born ge- 

neral had eſcaped him, and regained Calcutta 
marched from the place of his encampment, and 
the heaven: born general returned again to his for- 

ä mer camp. MM POTTERS © PEA FE ons "a if 1:08 + 2%; 
When the intelligence of this great and bloody 
victory was firſt tranſmitted to England, the Ga- 
zette told us that there was no more than forty- 
one killed, and ſixty- five wounded; in all, a hun. 
dred and fix: for as Falſtaff ſays, in ſpeaking of 
his buckram men, It was ſo dark, Hal, thou 
couldeſt not ſee thy hand.” Serajah Dowlah, ha- 
ving in like manner marched off in the ſame. fog, 
was in the evening, eight or ten miles from the Eng- 
liſh army; and then he ſent a letter to the heavens 
born general, and admiral - Watſon, fignify ing, 
that he deſired to treat with them. ba Fey 
Upon this, it was agreed to receive his propos 
ſals without delay; and a treaty was concluded, 
which is upon the company's records. The rea- 
ſon that this treaty was not more adyantageous, 
continues his lordſhip, was, that he had juſt recei- 
ved advice of a war with France; and the French 
had within the garriſon of Chandernagore, as ma- 
. ny Europeans as the Engliſh had in the field ; 
and if the French had joined Serajah Dowlah bet 
fore the concluſion of the peace, the Engliſh muſt 
5 1 3 havg 


1 a% ED. » * by 3 * 


| ſeen in this wicked world, I would willingly flat- 
ter myſelf that a ſhort illuſtration of the latter part 


have been vndone for there wanted only.ſom&. 
intelligent perſon to adviſe the nabob not to fight 


| at/all, and the Engliſh would have been ruined. 


It will hardly be called in queſtion, that the fog 
being thus opportunely ſent, is a convincing proof 
that his lordſhip is a Heaven-born general. But 
as the invidious reluctance of mankind to acknow- 
ledge. ſuperior birth in others, is too frequently 


of this adventure, will ſatisfactorily evince it to be 
the celeſtial place of his nativity, - by the propi- 
tious favour that was then beſtowed on him. 
What I mean is, his receiving the preceding advice 
at the very nick of time to ſave him from ruin. 

Serajah Dowlah ſent letters to his lordſhip on 
the Ath of February with propoſals of peace. 
Meſſrs. Walſh and Scrafton returned from him 
with a perſuaſion that the nabob intended treache- 


ry. The battle was fought, the victory won; os. 


rather the no- battle was fought, and the eſcape ac- 
compliſned in the morning of the ſucceeding day. 
In the evening of the ſame day, Serajah Dowlah 
deſited to treat with the heaven-born general a ſe- 
cond time, and the latter was glad to receive it, 


without delay; for the reaſon for which he aſſigns. 


From thele circumſtances, it is not evident, that 
this advice mult have arrrived the very day before 
the battle. was fought, otherwiſe it muſt -have ap- 
peared as. requiſite to have entered on a treaty on 
the evening of the 4th, as of the 5th; for there 
appears no more reaſon to diſtruſt the truth of 
Meflrs. Walſh. and Scrafton's former : diſcovery, as 

t time, than twenty-four hours before; nor to 


con- 
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the French, chat event, his lordſhip tells us; he 


with the intentions of Serajah Dowlah towards ey 
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evticlids & peace becauſe Serajab Dowlah eig 


theſe reaſons the adinonitivtis of hunger; and the 


the means of preventing. For, * Dundg t 
treaty the French propoſed a neuttalit) which he 


tefuſed:ꝰ And many unenlightened petſons would 


have imagined that this refufal was no improbable 


method of uniting hita with the French, and ſup* 
plying the nabob, with the aſſiſtatce of the intel? 
ligent perſon; ſo requiſite to his ſucceſs. And 
this his lordſhip did, notwithſtanding . the, nabob 
had forbidden the Etigliſh to attack the French; 
and declared, if they did, he would become their 
enemy. Does not this behaviour fully evinte the 
rectitude of that judgment, which his lordſhip had 
in; ane delivered? That, < if the nabob and 
the French were united before the peace, the Eng? 


liſh muſt have been undone;“ and — juſtify” 


his notable refuſal of the neutrality, which would 
have precluded that union, and preſerved botly 
him and his army from ruin? More eſpecially, as 
by that heavenly conduct, after being acquainted 


French, he did every thing in his power to prom6 


the 


1 


Engliſh! inn nn 


ſhip'?: and may it not, from hence, de juſtiy deri - 
ved that he is as truly a heaven-born politician as 
a general? for certainly no eatth-born" being could 


| very event he feared and intended to preclude. 


overture,” was figned. the gth or February, 1757, 
Admiral Charles*Witfon and colonel Clive promi- 
| ſed ia behalf of he Ehgfiſh nation; and of the 


Engliſh company, that froth henceforth al hoſti- 
licies ſhall ceaſe in Bengal; and the Eaglith will al- 


ways remain in peace and friendſhip with the na- 


bob, as long as the atricles are kept in force, and 


remain unviolated. Theſe articles were ſigned by 
che nabob, and witneſſed by Meer Jaffier, and 
Rajah Dowlabramſ tt 


It is no incurious queſtion; to ak by what au- 
rhority bis Jordſhip ſubſcribed this rreaty, in the 
name of the Engliſh nation; by whom: was he de- 


legated to'this authotity ? not by the Engliſh na- 
tion ; for they poſſeſs no ſuch right!: not by the 
King3 for by him it was never granted. _ 


What was it then leſs than an uſurpation of ava 1 
thority hitherto unknown, and a ſpecies of rebel- 


lion in thus prefutning to contema his ſovereigng 
rights, and to ſet up one for his ſupjects. 2 
To | 

than which-Lally lay ſhorter by a head at Paris, was 


* 


added the following agreement, of the ſame date 
with the treaty, We,” 20 Eaſt India company, 
N — "Wh 
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the Uflion of the two forces that muſt undo tha 
eren 


ls got this extrethely'confiſtent with that wiſdem 
which ſo fignally marks the conduct of his lord- 


have conducted himfelf fo wiſely,” in promoting the 


"The "rreary"in_conifequeh ce" of re antocedeöt 


this unexampled act of audaciouſneſs, for leſ) 


\y 


io the preſence of Serajah Dowlah, by the hands; 
2 and ſeals of the council, by firm agreement, and 
* ſolema atteſtation, do declare, that the buſinels of 15 
5 the company's factories, within the juriſdiction of 
tte nabob, thall go on in it's. former corte: that 
wie will never oppreſs. or do violence to any perſon 
| Without cauſe, that we will never offer protection 
do any having accounts with the government, any 
' _ oF the king's (the Mogul) collectors of his rents, 
gor to murderers, not robbers. That we will ne. 
ver act contrary, to the tenor of the articles agreed 
to by the nabob : That we will carry on our buſi > 
'finels as formerly, and will never, in any reſpect, 
— deviate from this agreement.” .. go NE bh 89 9 $4 4 : 6. 
\ * Such was the ſolemn atteſtation ; and. agreement 
of the council at Calcutta: with this the ſubſequent 
Agreement of lord Clive was enjoined. . .** 1, colo- 
nel Clive, commander of -the; Engliſh land ſor- 
ces at Bengal, do ſolemnly declare in the pre- 
ſence of God and our Saviour, that there is peace 
= --  _* between the, nabob. :Serajah, Dowlah, and the 
| © "Engliſh, They the Englith will inviolably ad- 
= * here to the articles of the treaty made wür the 
1 nabob, and that as long as he ſhall obſerve; his 
agreement, the Engliſh will always look upon 
his enemies, as their enemies; and, whenever: 
called upon, will grant him all the aſſiſtance in 
Such was the ſolemn ratification of the treaty for 
Which his lordthip is pleaſed to give reaſons, in his 
evidence, that it is not more advantageous: Wben 
| it is conſidered that by the 4th article, che com- 
= , pay is allowed to fortify Calcutta, as they;ſhall ' 
. think proper, and in the agreement, by the coun. _ 
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eil, that they will not afford protection to ſuch as 
have accounts with the nabob, nor to murderers 


and robbers; can it be reaſonably concluded other- 


ways than that the council by their former tranſy- 
greſſions reſpecting Kiſfindaſo, and by their treat- 
ment of the na hob, in the perion of his meſſenger, 
had given jult cauie of offence, and for the taking 
of Calcutta ? and confidering that the affair of the 
battle was. no more than an eſcape in a fog, and 
that the fleet and army would haye been ſtarved 
wichout it ; does not the treaty ſeem to have been 
as advantageous, as could have been equitably ex- 
pected ? however, it muſt be confeſſed, that ther 
is one point in which his lordſhip, might not thin 
it ſo advantageous as it ought to have been; for 
the heaven bora general gets nothing for his ſervice 
but honour, if he acquired that. And althou 
before the committee,“ as Fluellcn ſays, of ancient 
Piſtol, he uttered as brave words as you ſhall fee 
of a_ ſummer's. day,” and talk'd fo highly of his 
honourable ſervices, as if he had preſerved the 
_ Rate;: yet, by his actions, it is at leaſt as,equall 
apparent, that his notions, of honopr coingidec 
with thoſe of Sir John Falſtaff ; who with pronoun- 
_ Cing © honour to be a mere ſcutcheon concludes 
his catechiſm.“ Now having attempted to prove 
that his lordſhip is heaven-born, both as à general, 
and a politician ; I come now to evince that he is 
not lels of heavenly deſcent, as a man of honour 
„ EG Ons, 
It is more than probable, that during the time in 
which this treaty, was negociating with Serajah 
 Dowla, for the etabliſkment of peace ; two others 
of à very different kind were entered on: one be- 


tween 


4 
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© tween his, lord(bip and Meer Jaſher ; and the other 


betten ile former and Rhads Gar Kbaun Laity, 


SY" : 


They ere, zo Whom his lordſhip had proiniſed to 


" compertior with Meer Jaſier, er the fubahſhip of 
| Bengal ; and confequeprly bot. to the Tame pure | 
Port of 'depoling that very Prince, whoſe ſubjects 


"defend by a ſolemn declaration before and his 
wich his army to his capital; and never infracted, 


— 


nor refuſed to comply with one article of the treaty, 


'Monfievr Dupleix had already ſhewn the bea ven- 
"Born general, how lucrative it was to traffic in the 
"manufacture of nabob-making, It hath been fre»: 
"quently obferved, that the French are more fertile 


3n Fon 


' 


b inventions, and that the Engliſh more excellent 


on them. 
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ance hath that obſervation been moke 


- Fgvally veriflec than in this, of which Iam ſpeakipg, · 
. Fe of e the nabob hath thus e | 


proof of 'iatending' ro' full bis "obligations, lot 


_ ., Clive affefted to believe and to'propagate, . that be, 


cauſe the ſovereign reſolved to preſerye his domi- 
hions from the calamities of war, had forbidden 
he Engliſh to attack the French, and ſent the lat» 
ter, men and money, to preſerve them from that 
aifaſterous event, which muſt inevitably involve 
his O wo ſubjects in diſtreſs, that be intended to 
commence hoſtilities againſt rhe Eaſt-India com- 
pane But to an underſtanding {uſceptible of con- 
eiving the duties of a ſovereign, and directed by 
the dictates of a pure conſcience, this conduct o Y 
the nabob will appear to be expreſſive only of the 
royidence of a good and benevolent prince, .wha | 
ends the happineſs of his fubjects. For, t 
* ee e ee e 
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Ge dme, Eg Mir. Dow; in-bis hiltory'of lage. 


tao, „ la Bengal, commerce, manuſactur 
and agriculture were encouraged : it was one 
the richeſt, moſt populous, aad | beſt cultivated 


kingdoms in the world; the great men and | 


the merchants were wallowing in wealth and luz- 
wry; the inferior tenants and the manufacturers 

| were bleſs'd with plenty, content, and caſe 3 it 
Vas not then the cuſtom to take the honey by de- 
ſtroying the ſwarm, Tho Engliſh were more rigid 
than the Moguls. 

We have Encroaches) on. their maile and 
annihilated their power, „ Theſe were ſcenes - 
of oppreſſion ' which fate had OTE . mw 
forrvnate people to our times. 501 

The ſervants of the freeſt nation upon earth 15 
left the body of the people to the mercy of the col- 
lectors of the territorial revenues; and the wiſeries 
of Bengal were reſerved for theſe times.” but 
alas ! ſuch. is. the obduracy of the human heart, 
| when inveſted with powet, and ſtung with the Juſt 
of acquiring wealth, that the virtues of the ſove- 


teign, and the happineſs of fifteen millions of in- 


offenſive ſubjects, weighed little in the ſcale of am- 
ition and rapaciouſneſs. For although every cir - 
cumſtance evinced, that the nabob was reſolved on 
1 peace to himſelf and of preventing it 
rom being infracted by thoſe people whom his pre- 


deceſſors and the moguls had permitted to eſtabliſm 


ſactories i in their dominions, for the fake of enrich · 
ing the country and their ſubjects by commerce; 
yet the conſcientious lord Clive, had no doubt 
that Serajah Dowlah then en to drive. the 
a e of , i F523 e 
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Would to heaven that this ſuſpicion had 
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accompliſhed at that time! what millions of unof- 
ending people would then have eſcaped the cala- 


mities of war, ruin, devaſtation and famine; and 
England not have ſcontaminated her honour by ac- 
tions, which diſgrace the idea of humanicy. A 


'T 


_ reinforcement, fays his lordſhip, wy, from 


Bombay, it was taken into confideration. by” the 


committee conſiſting of Drake, Clive, Kilparick, 


and Beecher ; whether they ſhould undertake the 


attack of Chandernagore at the riſk of diſpleafing 
the nabob, and having his army to encounter? 


Beecher and Kilpatrick gave their opinions for 'a 
nevtrality ; his lordſhip for the attack; and Drake 
gave an opinion which nobody could make any 


raing of.“ It ſeems then, that this Mr. Drake had 


not à capacity ſufficient to ſay, yes or no: when 


the queſtion was put for attacking the French: 
which ſeems to be a degree of underſtanding, hard- 


ly ſuperior to that of an ideot. For unleſs this be 


allowed., the repreſentation of it by his lordſhip is 


incredible. Thus there were two and one, nothing 
to one againſt his lordſhip. “ But major Kilpa- 


trick aſked lord Clive, whether he thought, the forces 
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and {quadron could attack Chandernagore, and the 


nabob's army at the ſame time; and. his lordthip ſaid, 


he thought they could: the major then defired to 

withdraw his opinion and to be of His lordſhip's ** 
Upon this, lord Clive, Kilpatrick, arid Beecher took 
upon them to vote whether the governor Drake's opi- 
nion, was any opinion at all: and in this vote the 5 


nel and the major being a majority, it paſſed that 


hat the governor had voted, was no vote. This is 
Probably the firſt inſtance in which a committee 


23 | have 


R 5 
hiv ever dated to deliberate; whether the firſt” in 
rank of that commitite had or had not given an 
intelligent vote; and to ſet him aſide in voting 
whether he had of net ; and then determine to his 
diſhonour,' that he had nor; his lordſhip. treads 
new paths Wherever be attempts to paſs : and if 
| this deciſſon be not equitable,” it is ar leaſt auda- 
cious, audaces fortuna juvat, but there exiſted no 
5 — means of obtaining a majority than by con- 
| verting or excluding one of the two' opponents 
ro his lordſhip's opinion; and as the former 
could not be done, the majority was obtained 
by the votes of two, that the opinion of 
one of the other two was no opinion at all; this 
proves that it was poſitively” againſt bis tordihip, 
and that this ignominious artifice was invented to 
render it, ineffective. A. letter was then, written 
to Admiral Watſon, defiring him to co. operate in 
che attack of Chandernagore, and here I Thall pre- 
ſume to alk, Whether it can be conſidered as. oy, 
act of preſumption in me to ine, that his 
lordſhip's differing i in opinion, at ak from all the 
others, was entirely owiog 10 his ſuperior know-. 
ledge, in what might be be effected by the Engliſh 
army: or to that time, carried on between him 
and Meer Jaffier, by the inter- mediation, of Mr. 
Watts, refident at Muxadaved.” 

In conſequence of this opinion, 1907 labor | 
Chaideradiere was, at the ſame time, attacked by 
_ and land, and it ſoon ſurrendered? His 

lordſhip fays * the' ſquadron ſurmounted difficulties 


which he believed, no, other ſhips could have 5 


Guy berry ir was e for. him to do the ofs 
Rs ficers 
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#, 


\ 
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ficets ef the ſquadron. juſtice wart tht occaſion; 

and it was in a great meaſure; taken by them 
But notwit ing this, his lordſhi pi does believs 
that the place would have been taken by the atmy, 


if the ſquadron; bad not gone up; it mult hape, 


fallen into their hands, but not ſo ſoon. What 
may be bis lordſhip's reaſons for believing that the 


place would have been taken without the affiſtgace, 


of that ſquadron, which did more than my other, | 
ſhips. could bave done, and. by which, be ſays, it _ 
was in 4 great meaſvre taken, is beyond my capes = 
aity to determine, , But Lam of an other belief: 
becadſe all thoſe Who have been examined on this 


; - occafion,. are unanimaully of an opinion directly 


- 


Fn to that heayen-born general; however, t 
o juſtice to his lordſhip's ſingular ſentiments; Ido 
heartily agree with that part of it, which he next; 
delivers.” I think, ſays ke, 4 if che laud forces and 
ſeapoys, could have been landed in Calcutta, every 
event which has happened, would have happened, 
- without the aſſiſtance. of the fleet. 
Im apprebenſiye that I do not clearly conceive 
the meaning of my Lord. Does he mean if the 
land forces could have been landed out of ſhips,! 
Without the aſſiſtance of ſhips to bring them or 
that were it poſhble to have landed them in Calcutta 
ittelf, where they could not be landed? why then, in- 
deed, in either of theſe cafes, I ſhould. be of his 
lord{hip's opinion. But as it was impoſſible theſ® 
eines pal be fo contrived, I conclude diames! 
trically on the contrary. fide to the heavenly- born 
general. 7 e 58. BAY 
From this ſpecies of logic, ſo frequently to be met 
with in his lordſhip's evidence, I ſhould have been 
ET Os | inclined 


. 5 1 


inglines to think vere marriages allowed in heaveny 
thatcthis heaven: born general was begorceri by St. 
Patrick after he was ſainted, but perhaps: the Erith 
title may Have ee aun of the ia pours 
along. Maki. 

Aſter Chandenagore acreſolipd: to * e 
| my. lord io farms us, he repeatedly ſaid to the com. 
mittee and others, That they could not ſtop there; 
but mult go farther;: that having eſtabliſhed them- 
ſelyes by force, and not by the conſent of the _ 

bob, he would endeavour to drive them out again. 
Does not this preparative opinion for attacking the. 
nabob, brar even the caricatured features of Wing 
concluded, or at leaſt of having commenced the 
treaty for dethroning Setajah Dowlah ? and when 
his lordſhip declares, that they had eſtabliſhed 
themſelves without the conſent bf the nabob, did 
ngqt his celeſtial memory fail, or his divine conſci- 
egce deſert him ? ſince he had concluded a treat: 
not two. months before; with that nabob, who had 
therein conſented to their eſtablihment !! and 
granted them terms of advantage, adequate to the 
deſires of every honeſt man ? It cannot hut be con- 
feſſed. that it was antact of no ſmall atrociouſneſ z 
to pteſume to attack the French in that part of the 
world, and bfing the miſeries of war on the ſubd“ 

jects of ſoyeteign, in whoſe.dominions:theſafe 
failants refided but by tole ration: more eſpecially, 
as it is expreſsly- ſaid by lord Cambden, and the 
late chancellor York who were at that time attorne 
and ſolligitor-general in their report, December - 
24, 1/7, on the petition of the Eaſt · India com- 
pany, That it is agreeable ta thee terms and ãn - 
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power them to malte war in the Eaſt- Indies, of 


to recompenſe themfclves for loſſes or to tepeſ in: 
vaders.. And neither of theſe circumſtances re“ 
quired, either the attacking the French, or the 
ſpreading of devaſtation and war over the domi: 
niens of the nabob. I bis intention therefore was 
daoeubly unjuſt: it is at the ſame moment an igao- 
mimious breachdof treaty with an unoffending ally, 
. and a tranſgreſſion of thoſe rigkts of making war, 
Which are by the laws of England, granted to the 
Haſt · India company. And ſurely that army, which 
had been pronounced to be able ro engage Serajali 
Dowlab, and to attack Chandernagore, at the 
ſame time, had now much leſs reaſon to fear, or 
to go ſatther, and declare hoſtilities againſt a prince 
with whom they had fo lately {worn to live in 
friendſhip, and defend them before the French 
fortreſs Was taken. Was it not che knowledge of - 
this treaty, ſo treacherous on the patt of ths Eng- 
ü, that concealed within his lordſhip's boſom} 
urged him to the adoption of the antecedent opi- 
nion ? but the noble lord continues, that they had 
*. . pumberle(s proofs of the nabob's intentions upon 


N many records.“ Numberleſs indeed, my lord, 


for that which exiſts not cannot be numbered. 
But were it in your power to have produced one 
ſuch: record, either in heaven, earth, or hell, 
mould not your lordihip have brought it, on 
an occaſion the moſt important to the vindiea. 
tion of your honour, and the ſupport of that 
honeſt fame; which is more dear than life to 
thoſe who deſetve the name of man? yet not 

vue of all che number, which his lordſhip would 
WE oP © * *** HAVE 
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XS . 288 
de che wörld ds believe to be exiſting, has be 
added; and id Vanftttart's narrative it is deelas 

red to be a mere ſuſpicion. Has he forgotten that 
on the yth of eres uh wy this declaration 
t6\admiral Watſon d de had folemily declared, in 
the preſence of Ged and bis 'Saviour;” that thert : 
| ſhall be peace between the nabob and the Engliſh 4 
chat the Engliſh will inviotably/adhere to the arti 
cles of the treaty made with the nzbob*; that as 
long as he ThalWobfſerve' his agreement, the Engliſn 
will always look upon his enemies as their enemies, 
and whenever called pan, will grant him all the 
aſſiſtatice in their / $3,414) £44441 Jabs? 
Was it not worth your care, my lord, to pro- 
duce one record out of the amazing number; to 
free you from this heinous charge of violating out 
declaration, ſo folemdly plighted in the preſehee 
God and 'yout Saviour. Can neither the obligat 
tions of religion nor of conſcience, united with the 
ſenlations of hender, and the” ſtipulations held 
ſacred in human alliances, preferve the leaſt inſſu 
ence in your Boſom ? whatever may be your gt] 
nion reſpetting' theſe momenrous "conſiderations, 
the breach ef them has been, is and ever will be 
deteſted even by villains) when they have no views 
of acquiring” riches, nor direct and immediate i- 
tereſt in ſuch particulars. Can you conceive that 
meney, which purchaſes every thing in this 
world,” can prevail in heaven alſo ? and that wWhar- 
ever may be the atrociouſneſs of the crime; the 
| 9 bought off? Can you Teep;*thy - 
ord? Does conſeiehee, that “ makes co ward of ws 
all* not touch your lordſnhip's boſom ? or has gold 
'become fo powerful an anody ne, that it 9 
og ö ; : Red + 544 
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| ali feelings of remorſe; and renders you inſen6b/e 


to every impulſe that ſtrikes from heaven and from 


Hell, and cleanſes the hearts of other men. + Theſe 


« queſtions are fully teſolved by his Jordſhip's, 34 


dence, Hie confeſſes he did ſuggeſt to ad miral 


Watſon and Sir George Pococke, the neceſſity of 


a-reyolution,”... This hide ous deſign he eonfeſſes, 


even upcalled to ſuch confeſſion in his evidence. 


or". 


Even at this time, after the unexampled and ac- 


gdumulated perpetration of ſuch deeds, the deſcrip+ 


tion of which is too terrifying to be attempted by 


my feeble and une qual pen, : Is it not more than 


chriſtian charity enjoins us t implore the mercy 
even of the all- merciful on men ſo loſt to every in- 
vitation of virtue, and fo inſenſible to all feelings 


| of 4 umanuy,. ſhame- and conſcience. But to what 
rnormities will not the incitemeats of full ambi- 


tion, and the Juſt of gold impel mankind? his 
lordſhip proceeds, Mr. Watſon and the gentle: 
men of the committee agreed upon the neceſſity of 
it, and the management of that revolution was 
with the conſent of the committee, left to Mr, 
Watts and my lord, and they with joy accepted 
and carried it into execution. Forbear your exe- 


crations, readers, if you can i with reſpect to che 


committee, I have not one word to offer in their 


defence. But as to admiral. Watſon's conſent, the 


T 
treacherous and fanguinary machination, who ap- 


Poars to bave the leaſt idea of honour, faith. and 


gonſcience, I have my doubts. There js reaſon 10 
ſuſpect alſo, that his lordthip's mangguyres has failed 


evidence on the ſpot, at the time of this traaſaction 
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depoſes, thæt admiral Watſon thought this revolus 
tion a diſnonourable undertaking, and the iniquity 
of thoſe WhO wers engaged in it ſo great, that he 
bad no delire to remain among them aoy longer. 
He thougbt it an extraordinary meaſure ta dethrone 
that ptince with whom they had ſo lately made a 
ſolemu treaty - But as he was inſtructed by the 
king to afford the Eaſt-· India company aſſiſtance ĩn 
their affairs ; he aſſiſted them with his fottes ac 


cording to his duty, ſor theſe reaſons and this 


which follows, from the lips of lord Clive. That 
Mr. Watſon was always conſulted, but declined be- 
ing a member of the committee: Can it be doubt- 
ed that he did not approve the inſidious undertak · 
ing which was, to dethrone a prince. who had nei- 
ther violated nor evaded one article of the treaty, 
and who remained in tranquillity; although colonel 
Clive had preſumed to commence the miſcries of 
war in his dominions againſt the French, who was 
as equally eſtabliſhed, as juſtly entitled to, and as 
lawfully lived under his protection as the Engliſh. 
Can it de otherwiſe than remarked, that as all thoſe 
who were then in Bengal, and were called as wit- 
neſſes before the committee, that Mr. Brereton is 
almoſt the only perfon who can be truly ſaid not to 
have been a witneſs in his own cauſe; and on tbat 
account, more unexceptionably deſerves the credit of 
the public in what he depoſes: not that I mean to 
reflect on the teſtimonies hich have been given by 
ſeveral others, bo have delivered their evidence 
on this occaſion. To the General and to Watts the 
eonduct of this henqprable ſervice of depoſing 
Sera jah Dowlah was committed: both of theſe de- 
ſerying perſonages, the brſt as commander of the 


iel * army, x 


preſerice.of God, declared that they would **inyio» | 
labiy adhere-1o the articles of the wreaty!®” "Watts | 
anche time of framing the"eonſpitary;” was reſis 
dent at the nabob's:count; as miniſter fot the com 


atmy, che ſecbnd as member of the cobneil, 


pany ; and with him his conſoientious lordſhip 


correſponded in cyphers. Meer Jaffier was rhe man 
_ who offering the largeſt ſum for the perpetration of 
this infidious act, was determined to be placed on 


- the throne of Bengal. In conſequence of this con- 


cloſion, a treaty was ſtipulated with the ſubject to 


dethrone his ſovereigu and by the very ally, he 
no more than three months before, had ſolemnly 
ſworn to protect him from all his enemies. 


The treaty which had been concluded withSerajah 


Dowlah on the 7th of February, had by the 34 


article ſtipulated; . That reſtitution be made to 


the company of theit factories and ſettlements 


which had been taken from them, &. that an 
equivalent in money be given for ſuch goods us 
were damaged, plundered or loſt, which ſhould be 


left to the habob's juſtice to determine. This cir- 


cumſtance affords an evidence, that even in the 
minds of the general and council, Serajah Dowlak 


was a prince in whoſe integrity and juſtice it was 
fafely'to be confided ;' and that he had given ne 
cauſe of ſuſpicion, that he would evade or refract 
the articles to which he had ſworn according to his 
on religion. Beſides the unjuſtifiableneſs of the 


attempt, the intereſt of the company, whoſe" ſer" 


vants; both his lordſhip and the council were loud- 


1y- pronounced againſt the undertaking of à deed . 
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1o'perfidious, ſo diſgraceful, and ſo inbuman.” Hi 


V 
lördtbip notwithitändiug this, objectiob, refulved* 
without heſitation,” to take the” exiſtence of the! 
company in Bengal, on ah attempt which war co 
enrich hittiſelt and his aſſociates, It is a geptecra- 
ting reflection on human kind, but I fear it is too 

juſt to Be outs that ſucteſs in diſhonourable en- 

dea vouts is too fr juftifled by the approba- 

tibi of others, Wee by It. His ord- 
ſip, the committee, and the council were cohein- 
ced of the truth of this ſcandalous. depravity ſo 
prevalent in human nature, When it has been c- 
hzed by wealth, obrained een by the deſtruction 
of the innocent and deſerving; and th 
ingly prepared the means by Which that event 
might be effectuated ; ptofperity attended their 

criminal traaſackions. The treaty wirn Meer 
Jaffier, which { preceded the depoſing of Setzjah 

Dowlah, - included evident marks of the ptovident 
nature. Inſtead of confiding in the joa of the 
na bob to make ſatisfaction for the loſs and injuries. 
Which the company, the council and the actor x 
had ſuffered, certain ſums were exprefGly Ripola-- 


xccbrd-- 


ted to be paid by Meer Jaffier, to all who:had ſof- Eo 


fered at Calcutta by the oo of Serajah Dowlah. 
and to impart on one of diſinteteſted intentions, 
thofe whoſe loſſes had not been included in the 
treaty wien Serajah Dowlah, were conſidered in 
that of Meer Jaffier. In confequence of this, 
1,200, 000 l. was to be given to the company, &c. 
and on Mr. Becher's ſuggeſtion that the committee, 
who managed the great machine of government, 
was wee: to forme conſideration as well as the 
navy and army: Mr. Watts was written to on that 
fubjc&t ; but what that conſideration ne . 
TW 243, * 5 . „ 
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| 78 ſtipulsted for 15 ſele 


2 E e nu 982 of the chickens ; „ an 
the um, his lordſhip Was, conſcience-touched, and 


SY ar he battle, as it ee 
being ae Ae enz, 95 
e 1 he ag, 125 to ſhare of 3 ; 


10 55 but the majority of the e = 


re 10 NT my.Jord hinvelf, Was, | 
Wa ge 55 of e | 
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| pr Fg eee ervants of a 7 compa 0 Y 
142 5 5 vpon the 1 of Mr. Watfog, the king's 


| admiral, whether, he ſhould, bave a, hare 10 the 
' money which was. ig and then. denying h e had 
_ any right, rages 

rejected 2a Gut the. 5 defal fays he did Juſtice to his 


a corttribution which was alſo 


denied him uſt ight 
ther money. Inde before. ths Nu of PR 
there ſee! med. to be 10 cat occaſion to be paxtieh- 
lar in an eh . 1 ſum, whic Watts 
committee but when 
by had. hatched,” it Was 70 8 to know 
then on hear; 


declared, & he thought it roo much, and propole 


that the council ſhould, haye 2 ſhare, in it. And in 


this, manner it Was contrived that-all ſhould, parti- | 
cipate.in the prey, chat none might be left to be 
clamorous againſt the iniquity. . And this is a he: | 


Leimen that the policy of. his Jojdſhip.. Was 
to his 1 5 appetite; for may it dot be 1 
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| 8 Te have heavily complained of ot 
1 . in the plunder, and have repreſented this 
affair in a light - unfavourable to the gene ral, in 


place therefore, thoſe who are not intimately ac- 
Auainted wich the conſcientious Keno; of his * | 
_ thipy.” may probably impute his 'opinjon to | 
__ Handed wiſdom; than to e ſpringing from @ 
_ ſenſe of equity in the diſtribution of the money. 
The 1 was however, as Mr. Becher had ſtated 
it; about 40040001. and this ſum added to the — 

ceding, amounts to two millions of money, which 
Meer Jafher had ſtipulated to pay on being ſeated 
on the throne of Bengal: befides N preſents, 
* it will be ſeen; hereafter. 

The three conſpirators are gone to receive che 
reward of their tranſactions, where they muſt find 
2 the whole wealth of India cannot influence 

judge. The principal actor in this tragedy 
exccuted Juſtice on himſelf; and on no occaſon 
have I heard a more general lamentation among all 
ſuch of the human race, as do not ri beer de- 
ſerve to be publickly put to death. The i infa 
infidiouſneſs and crime of being at once an 
ſador at a court of an allied ſovere ** and a con- 
ſpiratot againſt him even in this rate age, 
wants not the terrific pencil of Spagniſter to l 


their letters do the directors in England ? in this 


our ſouls with horror. Whilt the miniſter was 


frequently with Serajah Dowlah on terms of ia. 

vour; he was refariouſly plotting his de 

But on this deteſtable undertaking, it was four 

expedient to affociate that Omichund already men- 

_ tioned, who was a Bengal merchant and confined 

» priſoner a ata, Drake, hs 
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Omichund having fuſtained à conſiderable: diminth © 


. tionlof his tiches from the nabob's army, When the? 


plunde red Calcutta, was not only incenſed; againlt 
| his prince, | but deſirous of "regaining by treaſon 
what he had loſt by war. At the fame time, as he 7 
Had been ill treated by the Engliſn. in being im · 


riſoned, he was.naturally a perſon 


vnſufpekted or 


being well inclined to them; and as he was a man 5 
of weight and intimacy with Meer Jaſper, and other 
gteat men of the nabob's court. he-wavreſteomed 
to be a proper perſon to be co-adjutor ig this peri- 
©  «dious cauſe;' Omichund was neither leſs-ipfidious,” 
lets rapacious, nor leſs honeſt than either of thoſe 
Who planned and were carrying on the work. He 
theretore, wich readineſs engaged in this conſpiracy; 
anti when things were ſo far advanced that he poſ- 


ſeſſed the power of diſeloſing and 
deſign, he reſolved to avail himſelf 


preventing the 
of that per 


ſor he concluded, that thoſe with whom he was ven- 
joined in treachery, totally void of faith and he- 
m aur, from the notorious violation of both, by their 
perfidious breach of treaty with Serajah-Dowlah': 
and therefore, that no confidence could be reaſona- 
bly placed in their promiſes. He was in like man- 
ner and for the ſame. reaſons, equally convinced 
that the terror of diſcovery and death alone could 
operate on men of ſuch abandoned principles. Being 


therefore aſſociated in their crimes, 


he reſolved to 


eee eee ; and peremptori- 
y demanded of Watts 30 lacks of rupees, and five 
Per cent. On Serajah Dowlah's. treaſures, which 


Amounted to four millions ſterling, 


1 


and if Watt's 


Fefuſed to comply with this. demand, he ſaid, he 


4 „ 
* To - 


VVV 
Would inform dhe nabob of their deſign, and gs 
dim pu do death. Watts cerrified/by this menace, - 
tranſmitzecd this account to his. lordſhip ; and m 
lord, on receiving this advice aſſumes. the honoura - 
ble ſervice of planning the means of preſervidg 
Watt, deceiving Omichund, and continuing him 
_- afaithfubally in their. execrable undertaking. An! 
_  all-zhis was to. be accompliſhed by a fctitidus tre 
e for he had. previouſly, planned the depoſing of 
Setajah Dotlah, by a real one. To this account = 
his lordſhip adds, That he thought art and policy 
Warrantable in deſeating the purpoſes of ſuch a vil- 
lain as Omichund ; and that the council aflented 
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It is very remote from my. jatention, to attempt - 
.an-extenuarion, of this charge of villainy in Omi- 
chund. Ireadily allow its truth: but at the ſame 
1 acknowledge myſelf ia great embarraſſment, 


by what, argumeats. to make that an honourable 
ſervice io his lordſhip, which was villainous in Omi- 
Schund. The merchant, a ſubject of Serajah Do W- 
lah, was engaged in a conſpiracy againſt his ſove- 
reign unactuated by any palliating motives. 
Hlis lordſhip had declared, in the preſence of 
God and his Saviour, that he would invariably ad- 
here to the treaty made with the nabob: be bad 
been the planner, alſo, or at leaſt the approver of 
purchaſing Omichund to dethrone his prince. The 
treaty, with Meer Jaffier was not in conſequence of- - 
defeating. Serajah Dowlah openly in arms, but a 
preparative ſtipulation to encourage them to a hoſ- 
tile invaſion oi his country, without his having af- 
forded the leaſt reaſonable pretext for this deteſta- 
ble breach of faith. His lordſhip confidently pro- 
_ ON nouaces, 
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— hat oa kis are honourable e 
defies the world to contradict it. I muſt therefore. 
oe n itto better caſuiſts to ſettle this diſtinction, 
explain in what manner villainy in Omichund 
dd konour in his lordſhip, can ariſe from the ſame 
tranſactions. But his lordſhip is an honourable. 
man: ſo are they all; all honourable men. The 
words of Sir John Falstaff ſo diſtinguiſhed for his 

elevated and f; ſontimental concepuons of honour, 
** Plague upon t, when thie ves cannot be true one 


„ to another.“ The demand of Omichund was, 


apparently complied with; and a treaty drawn u, 
ee it was ſtipulatrd, that he was to receive 
the thirty lacks of rupees, and the five per cent; on * 
the nabob's treaſures : and by this artifice ſo war- 
rantable in his lordſbip's opinion, Omichund was 
delufively with-held from difcovering the ae, 
ey to his ſovereign. It ſeems this fiEtitious wag 


- was written on red paper, the true one on white. 


His: lordſhip who knew that this red treaty nue 


ic be deemed invalid by Omichund, if it were not © 


fubſcribed by Admiral Watſon, conceiving alſo, 
that in all men intereſt would ſuperſede the fevſe of 
* honour, tranſmitted that treaty to be figned and 
ſealed by that naval commander, But this Watſon, | 
whoſe heart was heart of oak, when he was enga- 
. ged in his ſovereign's ſervice, and in actions truly 
honourable, had on many occaſions a head that was 
heart of oak alſo. For it was not to be impreſſed. 
with an opinion, that actions, ignominious in them- _ 
' ſelves can be rendered honourable, by the acqui- 
ſition of riches that are conſecutive of them. He 
wacky TTL DEE gn nor ſeal that delufive 
treat; 
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| FI ol abpolately, ebndemted it it as el 
itſelk, And dimonourable in Him to approve ot 14 
tify. On this occafion his lordſhip el ſays, “ Mr. 
Wed hefe to fen it; bur bo the bel of his 
_ remembrance, » pave Tump gon” who catried it, 
leaye to fign it for him. Fhar his lordſhip never 
made any 18 of it. He 'thinks it 9 
in ſuch a cafe, and would do it again 4 hundred 
times. He had no intereſted motive in doing it ; 4 
and did it with expectations of deceiving à fa 
cious man: and yet we thall ſoon find, a thi 
difintereſted hero rapaciouſſy acquired,” 155 
the ſum of one million by this deceit, as much as 
would more than a hundred times reward his fer- 
vices, were they all honourable; as he ſo confident- 
ly rotiounces' them to have been: yet ſuch is the 
difference of opinion amongſt mankind, that I 
find not many ple inclined to agree with bis 
 lordſhip's difintereſtedneſs of temper, either on 
this . or any other; more particularly, as 
in another part of his evidence he ſays, „he hat 
fixed upon this time to make his fortune eafy, an 
cane chat event could not have been well ae⸗ 
compliſhed, had Omichund diſcovered the con · 
ſpiracy to Serajah Dowlah.“ 5 
His lordſhip then aſſerts “ he bad never heard 
Mr. Watts had made a promiſe rs Omichund of 
money directly nor indirectly. I beg his lordſhip's 
pardon, and defire to differ from him on this occa-" - 
fion ; for if he had not heard that Mr. Watts had 7 
directly promiſed. that Omichund ſhould” receive. 
the money already mentioned, why did he plan a 
fieririous treaty, which”: in 8 was to give 
it to him? 
His 


His lordſhip then ſays. that Mr. Luſbingtan was 5 

the perſon who ſigned admiral Watſon's. name, 
by his  lordſhip's order, and ſubſequent to this he 
.dds, „he did not recollect whether Mr. Luſhing- 
ton brought back the treaty with, Mr. Watſon's 
name. To the beſt of his remembrance, Luſhiog- 

ton told him, that admiral Watſon gave him leave. 


** 


to ſign his name to the fictitious treaty... He does 
not recollect whether Mr. Watſon's, ſeal was put to. 
it; but believes the name ant] ſeal. were put io 
both the treaties, before they were diſparched+ to 
Mr. Watts. And that his lordſhip in another pate 
of his evidence, ſays, he ſhould not have declared 
that Watſon had conſented to have his name put tc 
the fictitious treaty, if he had not underſtood ſo 

from Luſhington; but that he would have order- 
ed his name to be put, whether the admiral had 
conſented or not. The reader muſt reconcile all 
theſe incongruities: we ſhall only remark, that in 
England, the figning or e to be ſigned, 
another man's name to a writing of the proceeding 
kind, is forgery, felony and death by the law, with - 
out benefit of the clergy; and as lord Cambden 
and the late chancellor York, when they were at- 
tornies and ſolicitor general, in their reports to 
his majeſty, on the peticion of the Eaſt India com- 
pany, December 24, 1757 ; do aſſert, “ that his 
majeſty's ſubjects carry his laws with them, where 
ever they form colonies. I hope, his lordſhip will 
never attempt ſuch actions in England, as he would 
finiſh the carreer of his honourable ſrvices, by the 
ignominious death which thoſe do, who are. guilty 
of forgeries and felonies. In Bengal indeed, his 
lordſhip's example has given even 2 legiſlative au- 


thority 


4 #3: A, 
dl 0 mary n that no men would dare 
toÞ ractiſe in this country with impunity. - / 
Bot according to the evidence of Mr. Brereton, 
the admiral neither ſigned nor ſealed the treaty, 
and refuſed the propoſition of being ſigned by an- 


other; for he adds, he had too great à heart, and 


chat before the admiral died, he had heard that 
his name was put to the treaty; that the ſecret 
committee had agreed to ſhare the thirty lacks, ſli- 


polated for Omichund among themſelves, and to 


exclude the admiral from his ſhare, becauſe he 
had not figned the treaty, and that he thought it 
diſhonourable to deceive Omichund. © 

In order to accomplith that deceit, and pacify 
o it was alſo lately requifire that Meer 
Jaffier- ſhould figr the fictitious treaty as well as the 
real; and this he willingly performed for the pre- 
ſervation of himſelf an, finally depended on the 


concealment of that treaſon in which he was men . -- 


engaged. At the fame time he was induced to it 
by the confideration that the real treaty was alone 
to be obligatory on him. But it ſeems his lord- 
ſhip and the ſelect committee were not difpoſed 
to let the nabob, whom they had exalted, eſcape 
ſo eafily, when the depofing and murder of Serajah 
Dowlah were compleatly perpetrated. Omichund 
was indeed depriyed by the real treaty of that re- 
ward, for his villanies, which was ſtipulated in the 
; ktirious, and to give the thirty lacks to his lord- 
ſhip and his ſelect committee, among whom, it 
ſeems they were honeſtly divided, as the renume- 
ration of their honourable ſervices.” All this plun- 
der, duplicity and perfidiouſneſs, was thought war- 
"TI'S on ſuch occafions. Mr. Cooke, alſo ſe- 


cretary 


26001 


ctetary to the ſelect committee in Bengal, at th. 
time of this tranſaction, dæpoſes in his evidence 

that admiral Warſon ſaid he had not ſigned the 
treaty, but left them to do as they ne 5 ſorug· | 
B9S up his ſhoulders”, + 

The two treaties, the real and tante, being ö 
1 figned and ſealed, were tranſmitted to Mr. 
Watts, v ho had been three months employed in 
negotiating the revolution, and the final ering. of - 
the agreement between Meer Jaffier, and that he- 


nneſt miniſter being ſettled, che army began their 


march in a few days, and then ſays his lordſhip, 
% when the army marched; Meer Jaffier had pro- 
| miſed, that he and his ſon would Jon them wht 2 
large force at Cutwa.” 

But when they arrived there, they ſaw no: 8. 

5 Pearance of forces to join them, but received letters 
rom Meer Jaffier, that the nabob had ſuſpected 
his deſigns, and made him ſwear on the Koran that 
be would not act againſt him, and therefore he 
cquld not give the promiſed aſliſtance ; z: but that 
when they met Sergjah Dowlah in the ficld, he 

would then act. 

Omichund alſo had received letters fevers the 
nabob's camp, that the affair was diſcoyered, and 

| that Meer Jaffier and the nabob were one, 
- Hence it appears that this villain, this rapacious 
Denichund, was nevertheleſs entertained in the 
camp, the faithful confidant of the general, who 
had contrived the means of reſcinding him from 
what he as honeſtly deſerved as his lordſhip, each 
of them being engaged in the ſame honourable 
cauſe, violating either their Wm way Featy oy 
their allegiance, 2 
4 | Ow g On 
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On this Fett genes his lordſhip allows, . he 
Vs much puzzled; for the thought” it extreme} 
hazardous to paſs à river, which is only fordable 
one place; march 150 miles up the country, and 
| riſque a battle; When if a defeat enſued, not of 
man would have returned to tell it. It is eaſy co | 
believe, he was in a very great puzzle on this oc. 
caſion; and indeed, he ſeemed not to have gotten 
cleat of it at the moment of his giving this rela- 
tion. Is there a man living, who (hall read this 5 
ſage that can imagine that the nabob and his arn 
were not a hundred and fifty miles from his lor 
thip?" in complaiſance to fo diſtinguiſhed a com- 
mander, I do not ir deer pronouoce, that 
this was not the truth :“ and yet, his lordſhip fays, 
«they croſſed the river, marched. all night in in- 9 
ceſſant rain, and the nabob attacked them early in 
the morning. Now does it not ſeem” ſomewhat 
difficult to aecount how the army of the heaven» 
born general, or of the nabob, or of both together, 
could have marched ſo expeditioully, as to have 
met each other in the ſpace of forty-eighe houts ? 
1 have heard of flying ſquadrons, "bi never till 
this time of flyi 8 5 Perhaps his lordſhip, 
who had revo = > from his ſolemn declaration, ia 
the preſence of God and his Saviour, was not 3 
little puzzled on that occaſion, as he may be at pre- 

ſent, to conceive how Meer Jaffier could x 9 18 
imagine himſelf to be bound by an oath 0 
the koran of that impoſtor Mahomet. Whatever 
might have been the cauſe, no doubt can be ad- 
mitted of the truth of that which his lordſhip has 
ſaid concerning his pozzlement. © In this bewit- 
dered ſtruatiot he called a council of war. 

Vor. . "0 3 The 
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cretary to the Lect committee in Bengal, at the 
time of this tranſaction, depoles in his evidencey 
that admiral Watſon ſaid be had not igned | the 
- treaty, but left them to do as they en ; ſbrug · 
een RE | 
The two treaties, the real and GQirious,, being 
5 ſigned and. fealed, were tranſmitted to Mr, 
Watts, Who had been three, months employed in 
negotiating the revolution, and the final terms of 
the agreement between Meer Jaffier, and es ae 
neſt miniſter being ſettled, - the army began their 
march in a few days, and then ſays his lordſhip, 
4 when the army marched; Meer Jaffier had pto- 
miſed, that he and his ſon would j join them ms 2 
Targe force at Cutwa.” | 
But when they arrived there, they ſaw no . 
pearance of forces to join them, but received letters 
from Meer Jaffier, that the nabob had ſuſpected 
his defigns, and made him ſwear on the Koran chat 
be would not act againſt him, and therefore he 
could not give the promiſed afliſtance ; ; but that 
when they met Serajah Dowlah in the kields he 
would then act. 
Omichund alſo had received letters from = 
-Dabod's camp, that the affair was diſcoyered, and 
| that. Meer Jaffier and the nabob were one. 
HFlence it appears that this villain, this rapacious 
| Omichund, was nevertheleſs entertained in the 
camp, the faithful confidant of the general, who 
had contrived the means of reſcinding him from 
what he as honeſtly deſerved as his lordſhip, each 
of them being engaged in the ſame honourable 
cauſe, violating either their i ny Wu op 
their ee A > % . 
On 
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On this iatellige ice, 'his lordſhip allows, he 


Vis much puzled; for he thought it extremely 
hazardous to paſs a "river, which is only fordable 
one place; march 150 miles up the country, and 
riſque a battle; Vhen if a defeat enſued; not ohe 
man would have returned to tell it. It is eaſy co 
believe, he was in a very great puzzle on this oc- 
cafion ; and indeed, he ſeemed not to have gotten 
clear df i it at the moment of his giving this rela- 
tion. Is there a man living, who ſhall read this paſ- 
ſage that can imagine that the nabob and his arn 
were not a hundred and fifty miles from bis lort 
thip?" in complaiſance to fo diſtiaguiſhed a com- 
wander, I do not peremptorily pronouoce, that 
this was not the truth :“ and yer, his lordſhip. fays, | 
« they croſſed the river, marched. all night in in- 
ceſſant rain, and the nabob attacked them early in 
the morning. Now does it not ſeem” fomewhat 
difficult to aecount how the army of the heaven 
born general, or of the nabob, or of both together, 
could have: Harchid © ſo expeditioully, as to have 
met each other io the ſpace of forty-eighe houts ? 
1 have; heard of flying ſquadrons, but never fill 
this time of flying armies: Perhaps” his lordſhip, 
who had revolted from his ſolemn declaration, id 
the preſence” of God and his Saviour, was not 4 | 
little puzzled © on that occaſion, as he may be at pre- 
ſent, to conceive how Meer Jaffier ne E * 
imagine himſelf to be bound by an oath taken | 
the *koran' of that impoſtor Mahomet. Whatever 
might have been the cauſe, no doubt can be ad- 
mitied of the truth of that which his lordſhip has 
ſaid concerning his pozzlement. In this bewil- 
dered fituation he called a FRE DEL 0 
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ſhould croſs. the river and attack Serajah Dowlah 


with their own force alone, or wait for further in- | 


zelligence.” “ * 
1 85 Coote gives in evidence, “ that his lords = 
ſhip, at the council of war told them, that Mons 
fieur Law, with a body of French was within three 

days march of joining the nabob, whoſe army was 
50,000 men; and that he called them together for 
their opinion, whether in theſe circumſtances, it 


| would be prudent to come to an immediate engage- 


„ 


[ 


*, + N " 
4 mY y 
þ * f , — "Io % 
- . 


ment with the nabob; or fortiſy themſelves Where 
they were, and remain till the monſoon was over, 
and the Morattah's could be brought into the coun - 
try and join them. * As Sir Eyre Coote does not 
appear to be puzzled. on this occation, I chuſe 
He e e e e 
His lordſhip is pleaſed to jay allo, that every. _ 
mn ember gave cbeir opinions ate" an attack, Gl a 
how had received further intelligence, except the 
captains Coote and Grant. ** But Sir Eyre Coote - 
depoſes, that the general and twelve others were a- 
— coming to an engagement, and that he and 
x more were for an immediate action. His lord - 
ſhip does indeed declare, that he made a miſtake- 
n his farmer evidence reſpecting the members of 
his council of war, who voted for an immediate at: 
tack of the naboh; but, that he was led into this 
miſtake from. not having conſulted a ſingle record 
from that time to this, Many are the. realong 
which may ariſe in the minds of men, why this 
noble lard has not looked into theſe records. For 
who chooſes to look into a charnel houſe filled with 
the bones of men-whom he has put to was —- 9 
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N kite that 4 | 1 mitt parliachent were avi 
riſed,. and Would examine him and enquire in 
his tranſactions; to whom his lordſhip wing, 
72 and in honour bound, to give the moſt per- 
information in his power. this inſtance, 
treated the ſenate of Great Britain, as he did th 
council, of Calcutta, an inſult nor eaſily to be 52 
led in the records of e although it 15 
ſed unnoticed; 

At this eougeil of vat Sit Eyre Coote gave the 
following reaſons for ah engagement: „That hav 
ing hitherto met with hothing but ſucceſs, and the 
men in great Tpirits, delay might caſt a datnp, 
That the ſoining of Monfeur-Law with the nabob, 
would ſtrengthen his army, add vigour to their 
councils, and weaken the Engliſh. by the deſertiou 
of the French, who had entered into the Engliſh 
ſervice; aftet the taking of . bat 
the diſtance from Calcutta was ſo great, that all 
commutiication from thence would tals be ev 
off; conſequently there was no reaſon to hope for 
ſupplies, arid the army muſt ſoon be reduced to 
the greateſt diſtreſs. If it could be obe 
to come to an immediate action, his opinion Was 
for returning to Calcutta, which would have been 
a diſgrace to the amy, and ruin 5 the pe. 


affairs. 
113 is lordſhip obſerves, 48 this * the 
1 of, war he had ever called, 1 wh 2 
ki. pay the leaſt attention ay 155 reafons of 8 
Eyre Coote; mult inevitably Ailgerg thaf ther 
| hever could have exiſted a more, 15 FE 102 
ve 1 


convene ſuch, POR ot to bes und nde 
. was 0 be undertak ken 3 there was a ol 
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that any other thing would have been the ruin, of 
the Eaſt- India company; nevertheleſs, ' again 
this ſole preſervative, the heaven - born general 


voted. 


* 
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Is it not ſtrange therefore, that he values his 
diſcerament, as he does in ſaying, that if he 


object that could be rationally. purſued; an imme 
diiate engagement. And, yet his lordſhip wWas 
greatly puzzled, and agrees with Sir Eyre Coote, 


— 


had abided by that council, it would have been 


the ruin of the Eaſt-India company ?” to om 


+ then is the preſervation of it due? to his lordſhip 
and thoſe who united in opinion with him, or to 
Sir Eyre Coote and officers who voted for an im- 


mediate engagement? not to his lordſhip, whoſe 
opinion was confefſedly ſuch, as muſt have ruined 


His maſters, and againſt which he himſelf deter- 


F . 


mined to give battle. Sir Eyre Coote ſays, in 
about an | 


an hour after the council broke up, bis 
lordſhip informed him unaſked, that notwith- 
ſtanding the reſolution of the council of war, he 


intended to march next morning, and according- 


ly, gave orders for the army to hold themſelves in 


readineſs; but his lordſhip is of another opinion, 


and declares, after about twenty four hours of 


mature conſideration, he took upon himſelf to 
break through the opinion of the council of war, 
and ordered the army to croſs the river. "Ys 


Had my lord been content with the relation © 
Sir Eyre Coote, that he determined on an imme- 


diate engagement in about an hour after the coun- 
cil broke up, the world might have then thought 


he had been either, of the contrary opinion in 
council, with a view to hear that of others, and 


conceal his own; or that convinced by the rea- 
uy ſons, 


* 


. N * 


ERIC: 
ons, which had been conveyed-in the arguments 
of Sir Eyte Coote, he had military knowledge 
ſufficient to difcera the felf evident truth; thatſthe 
oaly thing which. could preſerve on the company 
from tuin was the ſole object that could be pur» 
ſued z; but his lordſhip took twenty four hours 
mature conſideration, to determine on this affair, 
on Which an earth-born general would never have 
convened a council of war to debate, or have re- 

tarded a moment from carrying it into execution. 
_ ++ On: the-22d. of June, ſays his lordſhip, the ar- 
my croſſed the river, marched all night 
amidſt inceſſant rains, until they reached Plaſſey 
Stove, and early in che morning they were at- 
tacked by Serajah Dowlah in that fituation. As 
the battle had already been given, in part by Sir 
Eyre Coote, he ſhould only obſerve, that its being 
attended with ſo little bloodſhed, aroſe from two 
cauſes; firſt, the army was ſheltered. by ſo high a 
bank, that the heavy artillery of the enemy could 
not poſſibly do them much miſchief. This ad- 
vantageous ſituation was, however of neceſſity 
taken, under the auſpicious guidance of the night, 
becauſe the army marched all night, and was at- 
tacked the next morning; thus on a former occa- 
ſion, the heaven-born general was aſſiſted by 2 
fog, in this he was preſerved by darkneſs; by the 
former he eſcaped through the enemy's army al- 
mott undiſcovered ; by, the latter he was led to a 
ſtation in which he was ſecured from their heavy 


— 


artillery by a bank. I humbly preſume that this 


ſituation being not of his lordſhip's choice, is 
another proof of his being favoured by the place 
of. his nativity; and with what admirable propri- 
82. ,, Ie 


, he is diſtinguiſhed the exalted, e 
ay itt by hs 


ii the reports 1. this omiffon 1 
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As his lordſhip. is prey to 83 with . 
Eyre Coote's account, I muſt erg dern 
order to ſhe w that the generalſhip of this 2 
not to be equalled by all the a of other ory. 
nanimous commanders; as it is demonſtratively to 
be evinced by the records of all theſe illuſtri 
ous writets, . who haye cranſmitted their arching? 
ments to poſterity. 

The deſcription of this battle unhappily 3 is not 
imagine, cou 
have proceeded. from no other caule; than that 
ſome 55 che ſelect committee invidious of that 
exemplary and ſuperior ſkill in war, Which his 
lordſhip manifeſted | on this occaſion, ignobly 
choſe to ſecrete it from the ddmiration of the 


world, to cover the glories of the heaven · horn 


general in oblivion, and to prevent all ſucceding 
commanders from profiting by this magnificent 
leſſon on future enterprizes. From what other 
motive could it have ariſen but from envy? ſurely 


neither Mr. Strachey, his lordſhip's ſecretary and 


penman, nor. any other of his friends, could have 
Joined in the malicious defign of concealing the 
glorious: tranſactions of that well fought and 


2 bloody field; ſince from the deathleſs ya of 


that day, his lordihip has taken his an 
ate, of Baron of Plaffey, 


- From Sir Eyre Coote's evidence, & fotlowin; 


dieſcription of ;that glorious battle, was poblihes, 
in the minutes of the ſelect committee. 


Our armyhad now arrived at plaſſey Ses 


| the moraing 3 ; the nabob's army appeared at the 


diſtanee 


355 4 | "Y - 
giftance, of : five miles, marching round us te., 
wards the right, with a numerous train of artily 
lery-; the cannon being mounted on bundles of 
bamboos tied together, and each piece drawn by 
twenty or thirty pairs of oxen ; while the troops, 
Elephants, and camels richly cloarhed, caſtled a 
capariſoned, appeared through the train 3 ſo that 
the fight, to an undeſcetning mind, really ſeemed 
formidable. Ar the ſame time, every circum- 
ſtagce to 8 judicious underſtanding, proyed their 


t fix in the morning, the cannonading began 
on both ſides. Our — — was then ordered into 3 
line of battle before the grove. | We remained ian 
that poſition. motionleſs, and expoſed to the ene - 
my's fire till eleven. When haying loſt a few men, 
lord Clive retired to Plaſſey | houſe, and ordered 
the troops to follow under cover of the wood. In 
the mid(t of this confuſion. and uncertainty, the 
colonel called a council of war. But when the 
officers arrived at the houſe appointed, he had no- 
thing to propoſe. In this place, I cannot but re- 
mark, with what immenſe judgment the general 
kept his army motionleſs, and expoſed * to the 
enemy's fire for five whole hours, in order to aſcer- 
tain, by that experiment, whether their valour 
was as paſſive as he knew it was active. 1 
am apt to co· incide with the evidence of Sir Eyre 
Cootè, in this particular of his lordſhip having no- 
thing to propoſe. For it plainly appears, from 
his relation of what paſſed in the former council 
of war, compared with what Sir Eyre ſays, and 
from what is confeſſed by my lord himſelf, that 
he was in a great puzzle at that time. And this 
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is nee an ___ apology for {hd defefives 
_ neſs of his memory,” on this memorable occaſion, 

h the middle, of his perplexity ; he has unde- 
Wei, to be ſure, forgotten all that - Sir Eyre 
Cote remembers and relates, and which does 
him ſuch ſignal honour as a military commander. 
In this ficuation, when his lordſhip had "nothing 
to propoſe in council. What do you conceive was 
then dene, by the officers whom he had called 
pag to conſult upon nothing all? Why Rn. - 

ey ſeperated, and each returned to he? ye 
from whence he came. 

His lordſhip however, who rs arnbieſbay to 
e the precedents of princes, immediately re- 
ſolves to ĩmitate that of prince Prettyman in the 
rehearſal. © For being much fatigued both in body 
and mind, he is ſo ſurpriſed with fleep he cannot 

ſpeak a word. For Sir Eyre Coote, an eye wit- 
. neſs, aſſures us, the general lay down to take a 
little reſt. This I am bold to aſſert, is the hrſt 
| inſtance of all the heroic deeds of war and chival- 
ry, that ever a general went to bed in the middle 
of the vneertafaty and confuſion of an engage- 
ment. 4 | 

As far as I can declare not one of the Rad 

nerals has ever ſhewn ſuch ſupreme tranquility, 
as to be able to ſleep in the middle of a battle, or 
to call a council of war, and to have nothing to 
propoſe, | Theſe illuſtrious acts were reſerved for 
the Aſiatie general, Great Britain has produced. No 
inſtance exiſts on record of any one of the ancient 
and heroic” chiefs, +46 had reached the ſublime 
attainment of com himſelf to ſleep in the 
| very * of ſuch c — fon; and. it is impoſſi- 


ble 


ble he can merit to be named in compariſon with 
my lord, in the exalted view of a ſleeping general. 
For in thoſe remote days; drums, guns and can- 
non were unknown. To have. ſlept therefore in 
1 middle of ſuch a paltry confuſion, as could 
have ariſen without theſe inſtruments of war, can 
include no more genius or heroiſm, than taking 
£2 next door to @ brazier's ſhop. Whereas, his 
| lordſhip moſt tranquilly reſigned himſelf to the em- 
braces of fleep..in the middle of the drumming, 
firing) and cannonading of both armies.  - | +: 
Ibis Ihumbly believe an inſtance of ſuchmagnani- 
mity, as is not to be parallelled in paſt tranſactions, 
nor to be expected in future. Sir Eyre Coote con- 
oy in the mean while, ſome of our cans 
on balls having killed the elephant on which 
rajah Dowlah's head general, Meer Modur rode; 
this officer was killed by the fall of the animal, 
and we having killed and wounded many of the 
oxen” who drew the artillery, the reſt were there - 
by impeded ; fo that the enemy's army; from both 
F were thrown in the greateſt confuſion. 
We are now happy in being able to ſhew the ſupe- 
riority of his lordſhip's military ſucceſs to that of 
an officer, who is of no ſmall renown in modern 
hiſtory. 777. 8 
The great perſonage I mean, is the celebrated 
major Sturgeon. That renowned warrior in his « 
attackon the gibbet of Onſlow Heath, had the mis- 
fortune to be engaged and defeated by a drove of 
oxen. His lordthip. had the glory to defeat not 
only the oxen, but one elephant alſo : which 
elephant flew the chief general of that army, and 
thereby it defeated the enemy. And yet to o 
r 1 the "i 
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the major juſſice, the diſaſter of that ilf fared da 
dat Onſlow, way be aſcribed xo his not being 1 0 F 
at that time ; as he probably never had heard that 
in all engagements with oxen, in order to obtain 8 
Complete victory, it is iodiſpenſably requiſite that 
: 33 in chief be faſt aſleep, as his lord- 
| mip was at the amazing battle of Plaſſey, © 
Sir Eyte Coote continues, “ from thence they 
| ö retreat, which was ſtill more difficult, 
from the death of the ſaid oxen, and the unwieldy 
carriages, or rather contrivances, on which the 
cannon were placed. Had his lordſhip been maſ- + 
deer of the butcher's company, and his army con- 
| | fifted entirely of gentlemen of the ſame trade, it 
15 ſcarce credible ey could have proved more fa- 
tal to the oxen: In the mean while it Was ob- 
ſerved, that ſome troops who had occupied a riſing 
ground in the front, were retreating: and that a 
few French Europeans who had taken poſſeffion of 
u tank, were likewiſe going off. Major Kilpa- 
trick, by the advice of captain Grant, immedigte- 
I ordered a body of men to march and ſeize upon 
their poſts :” And now the danger being over, and 
the battle won, it was thought high time to wake 
_ , the placid general: “ And Mr, Marriott was ſont 
_— . to call his lordſhip, who inſtantly returned to the 
1 | Held and ſent ſome ſharp meſſages to major Kilpa- 
F e + Be when he was aſleep without 
his orders.“ Now the major being an Triſhman, - 
= ©  Trnever came into his head that his lordſhip could 
; ik 4 | D Ks _ orders in his ſleep 3 or, as he was gone to 
1 . Neep, that he ever intended to give orders at all. 
On this account, he thought it his duty to rake 
eyery advantage to defeat the enemy, and preſerve 
N | them- 


7 


* 


(%2 
them{elves, dating the ſxeet lumber of the com- 


e in chief. This it ſeems was conſidered b 
bis lordſbip as a breach of mili 


major had better. luck than Sir 


5 


obert Fletcher: 
was neither tried nor diſmifled the ſervice. by n 


court-martial ; as it happened to the latter, 75 


duty 3 but 


keeping the common ſoldiers from a .mytioy, 
thereby the general from being put to death. .: 
However 1 battle being wan his lordſhip 


| perceiving the ſituation of 1 enemy, ordered cap, 


tain 1 immediately to march into the intrench. 
— 8 which he * without much oppoſition 
The rout in the .nabob's army was now become 


general, excepting 2 large body of horſe, which 


was coming ſeemingly to ſurround us, in a regy- 
lar formidable manner, The. artillery were turo- 
ed againſt them, which diſperſed ſome and ſtopt 
the reſt, But after ſeveral ſignals and meſſages, 
this proved to be Meer Jaffier, who was in fact 
coming to join us,“ And thus the general, who 

had been a: whilſþ his foes were Skiing, was 
etermined to make ample amends when he was a- 
wake, . by his activny in bring upon his confede- 
= ++ In this memorable battle,“ continues Sir 


Eyre Coote, we had the misfortune to loſe three 
Europeans, and twenty-ſix ſeapoys killed; and 
5 uropeans and foxty ſeapoys wounded: be- 
s oxen and elephants, the enemy muſt kare 

loſt above two hundred ſouls.” Thus ended the 
ſamous battle of Plaſſey, in which the hair-breadrh 
"(capes and imminent points of danger, the im- 
menſe exhibition, and ſomniferaus proweſs obtain- 

ed for this triumphant hero, the honourable title 


F by on of Flaſſey. And in 3 we cant | 


bur 


but remark with aſtoniſhment, what a Nagulaf . 


vourite of heaven this conſpicuous general mult 
be. Near Calcutta, he and his army were almoſt 
miraculouſly preſerved by a fog, which the gazette 
 Genominared a victory. In the night at Plaſſey- 
Grove, he was accommodated: with the moſt ad- 
vantageous ſituation, which defended his troops 
from the ite of the enemy's artillery ; and in his | 
fleep he was not only ſecured from danger, but was 
md with a victory; and I hope when lord 
B. ſhall have ſufficiently weighed the heroic deeds 
and conſummate ſkill in military matters, that 
were performed by the means of fogs and night, 
under lord Clive's auſpices, and that he defeated 
an army of 50,000 men,” beſides camels, elephantz 
and moſt horrible oxen, with forces conſiſting of 
no more than 1000 Europeans, and 2000 ſeapoys, 
together with the aſtoniſping art of falling faſt 
aſleep in the middle of a battle; that he will no 
longer perſiſt in ſaying, ** This nation doth not 
Poſſeſs a general who is fit to be commander in 
/ CS $57; 2, 2 NO OR 
Mr. Weſt the celebrated: hiſtorical painter, who 
has painted his lordſhip's battles and atchievements, 
in order to adorn his palace at Clermont, and tg 
deliver them with becoming glory down to the 
raviſhed eyes of his wondering ſucceſſors; with 
humble ſubmiſſion, theſe unriyalled artiſts might 
have imitated the celebrated painter Timanthes; 
who in delineating the ſacrifice of Iphigenie, 
baving exhauſted his powers of expreſſing grief, 
in the countenances of thoſe friends and relations 
who were preſent, concealed the face of Aga». 
moron in his drapery ; By theſe he meane h 


| ſignify 
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bert, "that the father's” affection badag lden 
preſlible, he took this method of convey ing the 
exceſs of it to the ſpectators. According to on 
idea, he would have entirely covered the 5 17 5 
Calcutta, with the repreſentation of that 
which fo propitiouſly pratected my lord 464 
dis hoſt from the Nabob's forces; it being other- 
wiſe impoſſible to do juſtice to the general, and 
the glory of that uneqvalled day; at the ſame time 
it would have plainly pronounced in how emine 
a degree the general was favoured by the place of 
| his nativity. This method of delineating that 
battle, wohld have ſaved him a world of ſtudy in 
compoſition; drawing and eolouring; - and tw he 
might have wrote under -it, this is the battle of 
Calcutta: The motto to this conqueſt at Calcutta, 
might have been inſcribed, Dedit victoriam nebula. 
As to that of Plaſſey, it has been already allego- 
rically deſigned, with moſt admirable 22 
and 3 of invention, near the ſcene 


action, on à wall in Plafley houſe. In this fub- 


lime deſign, the heaven-born general was repre- 
ſented faſt aſſeep on bis back, in his Pallanquin, 
with his mouth wide open; and fortune in that 
poſture, in which: the niceſt and molt exalted la- 
dies, muſt on ſome occaſion, condeſcend to place 
themſelves, | was beneficently dropping into the 
mouth of her diſtinguiſhed oh) (pa from that a 
part to which fame applies her poſtetior trumpet, 
xiches, titles, ribbands, and honour s. 
We muſt return to the ghaſtly field of battle, 
deeply enſanguined with the blood of oxen: Se⸗ | 
h-Dowlah, deſerted by Meer Jaffiet and his 
= . finding as his . tells us, as a 


feigned | 


1 6 | 

igned resſon for ſo few. being lain z” that hig 
army did not do their duty, and that no confidence 
was to be placed in them, flew to the city, (and fog 


the lake of expedition on an elephant) which he 


. 


reached that night, thirty miles from the field of 
battle: The troops purſued the routed army 
about nine miles, and in the evening, Meer 
Safer ſent him word, that he and many. more 
the great officers, and a very conſiderable partof x 


lordſhip feat his truſty Watts and -Serafton to 
wait upon him.“ Meer Jaffier came the next 
morning accompanied with his ſon, made 


ppologies to him for the non · performanèe of i 


agreement to join him, and faid his fate was ian 


his hands.“ His lordſhip>afſured Meer Jather, 
that the Engliſh would moſt religiouſly 8 4 
their treaty, adviſed him to purſue Serajah Dow- 
lah without delay, and ſaid, that he would follow 
with the Engliſh army, 1 
As Meer Jaffier could not but be -convinc 
how religiouſly his lordſhip had obſerved the treat 
with Sercjah Dowlah, concluded and ſworn to ia 
the preſence of God and his Saviour; how 
promptly he had conſpired with him, to a revolt, 
to dethrone his ſovereign, and the ally of the Eng- 
liſh, who had neither evaded, nor refracted one 
- article which it contained ; it was impoſſible for 
bim either to ſuſpe& or not to place an enti 
1338 in the honour and religion of his 
; The defeated nabob, ſays his lordſhip, being 
_ arrived at Muxadavad, had recourſe to his treaſure, 
with which his palace was filled, employed himj- 


lelf 


— 


army, were in expectation of his orders; 4 His 


— 


* 


N 


V 
Alf fo laviching it among the troops, to engage. 
them to another: battle, but to no Nl 1 
_ ould not purchaſe their conſiden tee... 
About twelve at night, the fatal news was 
brought him, that Meer Jaffier was arrived in the 
tity, cloſely followed by the Englith army? Be- 
trayed by his allies, rebelled againſt by his ſubs 
jects, and deſerted by his troops, this unhappy 
Prince was at length reduced to flee from his capi- 
tal, and fingly ſeek an aſylum for life alone. 
The Engliſh army being encamped, his lord - 
ſmip ſent Mefirs. Watts and Walſh to congratulate 
| Meer Jaffier on his ſucceſs, who had done nothing 
it all, and know the time when he ſhould. enter 
the city. In conſequence” of this, the day was 
fixed, and he entered that city, at the head of two 
hundred Europeans and fix hundred feapoys. 
la regard to the fare of Serajah, his lordſhip 
ſaid, “ He had been informed, that he fled, and 
took ſhelter in a Faakier's houſe, whoſe noſe. and 
ears he had cur off upon a former occafron, That 
there was a brother of Meer Jaffier at Raſamere (a 
ſmall diſtance from the place where he took a re- 
fuge). that this Faakier ſent | immediate notice to 
him, that he had Serajab Dowlah in his houſe, and 
he ſhould keep him till he could ſend him: that 
the nabob's brother immediately ſet out with a 
Few attendants, and ſeized him; and that he was 
brought from thence to the city, and immediately 
ut to death by Meerham, Meer Jaffier's ſon ; it 
is ſaid, without the father's knowledge; that his 
lordſhip knew nothing of it, till the next day, 
when the nabob made him acquainted with ir, and 


* 


| 
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eee for bis conduct, by laying; that he bad 


Failed a mutiny among his troops. And this was = 


all his lordſhip knew of the matter.“ That is. all 


that he choſe to reveal ene this MOI 
deed. + 


The 2 from the ſele& and ſecret. 1 of 
tee, appointed by the houſe of commons, will 


3 throw a new light upon divers tranſactions of 5 | 
1 


lordſhip and other ſervants of the company, whi 


we flatter ourſelves to exhibit to the general ne 
faction of our readers. 


The tranſlation of the lions! letter, ſent b 
his highneſs the nabob to the company, Mar 
the 15th, 1773, will ſhew what opinion the princes 
of the country entertain of the rulers of their fac- 
tories, of their diviſions, and their maxims of 
government. 

The nabob of exalted dignity, Oinrah 5 Hin- ? 
doſtan, pillar of the kingdom, lamp of the ſtatez : 
light of the faith, the magnanimous prince, vier 
torious in war, chief of armies, ſubahdar of n 
and the Carnatic, - ; 

To the honourable court of directe for nic 
of the united company of merchants of n 
ding to the Eaſt Indies. 9 PN 

Honourable. | 

<« By your letter of 5 2 th of March 17723 
which I had the happineſs of receiving from the 
governor and council of Fort St. George, the 26th 
of October laſt, I was pleaſed to find that you 
had received my letters of the 26th of March ** 


20th July 1771, as they would inform. you 
many things relative to my ſituation ; yet as I find 


there | 


ſ 


Hite are till many things neceſſary to be exptaiſis = 
ed to you,” Thaye thought proper to trouble you 


4d 


of 
f 3 1 F 1 * „ > 
— . 


with this letter; this I meant to have ſent by the 
the laſt ſhip, but I was made ſo unhappy by the 


diviſions and diſagreements between your ſervants, 
whom 1 could have wiſhed to reconcile, as ſuch 
quafrels amopg the members of your government 


Act my ata vat fore well as your's ; there- 
fore I wiſh for a more fortunate hour to tranſmit 


my beſt wiſhes to my friends; and although my 


endeavours to bring about a reconcihation was 


without effect; yet as I now have the ſatisfaction 


to intruſt my letter to colonel Archibald Campbell, 


who is a man of honour and integrity; I look up- 


on it as a happy omen and a fore · runner of 


fortune. | 4 


It makes me extremely happy chat you are | 


pleaſed” with my declarations. of firm friendſhip, 
and that the teſtimonies which 1 have given you 
of my invariable attachment to your intereſts are 
ſatisfactory. The confidence you have in my good 
faith and honourable principles gives me the great- 
eſt joy, and your attachment which you expreſs 


for my perſon, family and government, of which 


your orders to continue the tenting of the jaghiet 
to me, and your ready acquieſcing in my holding 
the uninterrupted adminiſtration of juſtice within 
my diſtricts, are evident proofs ; theſe makes me 
19 happy that I want words to expreſs to you, how 


much I find my friendſhip increaſe to the com- 


any. | 


i il bits. cn uf Wimdachh ant-dvinchiira- 


ons of friendſhip, I can ſee the hand-writing of 


my friends with whom I have been ſo intimately 
Vor. III. NM Connected 
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ended for theſe thirty years, and whoſe Joer · 
eſts are ſo blended with mine, that there can be no 
difference between us: bow different, how greatly 
different are theſe teſtimonies of your regard; 
and the conduct of the fervants, thtough whoſe e 
hands the company's affairs have paſſed to me for 
theſe ſeveral years paſt; of theſe you muſt no 
doubt be acquainted from the writings Which have 
been ſent. to you, particularly by the ſhip, of laſt 
year. Theſe have made me very unhappy, and 


as. I am conſcious of the warmeſt friendſhip for 


the company, it hurts me to the laſt degree to 


— 0 


think that your ſervants ſnould, unknown to me, 
endeavout to give you unfavourable ideas of my 
attachment to you; I therefore reſolved to write 
to your governor and council, requiring to know 


if they had written againſt me ; and if they have, 
what they have ſaid, that I might have an oppor- 


tunity of giving you and them evident proofs of 
my friendſhip, by expoſing the villainy of thoſe 
who have by ſuch falſe repreſentations endeavoured 


to ſow. diſſenſion between you and me; but in 
their anſwer which I have received they do not 


think proper to give me any ſatisfaction on this 


ſubje&, therefore I have thought it right to write 
this long letter to my beſt friends. Were it neceſ- 
ſary to give proofs of my friendſhip for the com+ 
pany, I could inſtance every action of my life in 


evidence to the fincere attachment which, I have 


always ſhewin to their intereſts ; but as 1 am on 


the ſpot, I can ſee much farther into the real mo- 


tives of the words of the writings, and of the 2 


| tions of your ſervants than you can A 
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It was not à regard to your intereſt, , which- was 
the ſole cauſe in beginning the war with the 
Irizan in 1765, and witch Heyder afterwards, It 
was not for your intereſt that the Myfirian war 
was conducted in ſuch a ſhameful manner, which 
- the whole hiſtory. of that period evinces ; Thy 
peace of 1767, had not your interefi as the on 
motive of its being concluded, that never cauld. 
be for your intereſt to enter into ſuch ſtrict con- 
nections with Heyder Ally, and to bid open 0 
fiance to ſo great and ſo powerful a. nation as th 
Marattas, who ſought your friendſhip, and who 
courted your alliance; nor could it be for your inte- 
reſt that your ſervants endeavoured to miſrepreſent 
me to yod, or toperſuade you,totaketherenting of the 
company sjaghite lands from me; If all theſethings are 
againſt the reg! intereſt of the company, ey are 
ten chouſand times more againſt mine, and againſt 
. the proſperity” of my country. and the happineſs 
of my people; for your intereſt and mine are the 
ſame ;\ what were they owing to then? to the pri- 
vate views of a few individuals, who have en- 
riched themſelves at the expence of your influence 
and of my country; for your ſervants have no 
trade in this country, neither do you pay them 
high wages; yet ln a few years they return to 
England with many lacks of , pagodes ; how can 
you ot | account for ſuch immenſe fortunes ac- 
quired in ſo ſhort à time, without wo viſible 
means of getting them? 1 hinted ar theſe matters 
ia one of my former letters, which may in a great 
meaſure ſerve to account for my repreſentation 
againſt ſome of your, ſervants, and way On. of 
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that 1 am in the ſmalleſt degre 
maintain it, you are deceived, and you ate amr. 


1 Your intereſts are of 4 
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them haye written ſo unfayourably againſt me 


you ſhall be judge between us. 
I agree-with you that 2 ſpeedy neutrality, if it 


an be preſerved, is certainly the ſureſt way to 
perpetuate peace; but if any thing ſaid or written 


to you from them, . have duged vou to believe 
degree diſinclined 40 


12 upon by the artful inſinuations of others; 


is my wiſh to maintain peace, and I have paid 
dearly for the tranquility, Which my country has 
enjoyed, amidſt the jarring intereſts of my.neigh- 


Wa 


der meaſures to your ervants, and ſuch as Were 
dictated to me by ſound policy, and they have 
always rejected my council, and refuſed to follow 


» . 4 


my advice. 


8 TIMO | * 0 _— 

| | a firm union among, your» 
ſelves, between all your three prefidencies df Ben- 
gal, Madraſs and Bombay, by ſuch means as yo 
may tbink proper to eſtabliſh; you may depend 
upon my alliance and my country; and you 


mould ſo arrange your country governments ia 


Bengal, as to be able to call out the immenſe rex 
ſources of that kingdom, which under proper 


management might eafily be done. Thete you 
might command the reſpect, of the greateſt, power 


in India; you could then be. under no apprebeny.. 
fions of their growing greatneſs, and you might 
then embrace their Fade when with the 
force of the three preſidencies, and the powerful 


 Jquadron of. ſhips, which his moſt. gracious: Mae. 


jeſty bas been pleaſed to ſend into this; country, 
for the protection of his ſubjects and allies, you, 


mud have it in your power to check the | 


This great power with whom your intereſts! as 


well: as mine, are naturally dontectect is the 
Marrattas, and from whom great advantages 
might be had, if the man ne of ſuch à nes 


gociation were ia proper hands, the Mahrartag | 


united in firm friendſhip with the Engliſh and the 
Carnatic, no force, either European or Indian, 
could ſhake government in Hindoſtan. But you 
muſt have men of integrity to be your rulers, an- 
the commanders of your armies, of good heads, 
and with honeſt hearts, who will not be led from 
their fidelity and duty, by the temptation of wealth 
and in the ſearch of the acquiſition of riches: 
but who will ſteadily adhete to the real \jntereſts 
of the company. I ſhall then have occaſion to 
aſk-nothing, for if your affairs are well managed, 
r fi Eg 5510107 DHHS 
The war with the rajah of Tanjour, dees not 
ſeem ſo well underſtood in England, for had I 
been perminted to have ſent only the Circar troops, 
under captain Matthews, into the Tanjour country 
in the month of February, T2771, when he was 
. unprepared and unprovided with arms, ammuni- 
tion, proyiſion, and engineers; all which he re- 
ceived aſterwards. The rajah might have been 
N brought to xeaſon with little expence to me, and 
almoſt without the loſs of a man to the company. 
Iknew nothing of the negotiations between the 
tajah of Tanjour, and your preſident, nor of what 
nature they might be; but I know that the delay 
ol near eight months put it in the rajah's power to 
prepare himſelf in ſuch a manner for * 
40 W 2 


SW. 
Polls your army lay inactive, that it has eat 


an immeaſe ſum of money, aud many brei — ; 
to me, and to the compamy, and at laſt from one 


gauſe or other, which it would not be eaſy to = 


Plain, a pecuhar accommodation was agreed to in 


the room, of great advantages, both to the com- 
pany, and to me, as B mentioned in my letter to 


| Fo yo of the u 5th of Seprember, 255 
0 


ur late governor, and others, can beſt account 


For theſe negociations, and the cauſes of ſuch de: 


ys. At this day; the rajab, by the di 
is making, ſeems determined to take advantage 

of the firſt opportunity to raiſe troubles in the Car- 
natic, which in caſe of à war, particularly with 


1 the French, may from che vicinity of Pondicherry, 


0 een wor your indereſt, - and to 


Ines: 01287 104 36 Urn ne 30 


- 


e e, n my poſſeſiion, yicd-you a 


| 1 ws revenue than any one elſe c, afford io 


give, as the rentets muſt maintain themſelves out 
Df their revenues, beſides the high preſents which 


they muſt give to your fervants, arid the high in- 


tereſt they are obliged to pay for money to anſwer 
the ſeveral kiſts (or tribures) whilſt 1 defray all 
cheſe extraordinary expences out of the revenues 
of my country; and ydu will readil — 1 
hope, that the ſeverity of the prince of the von 

is better than that of individuals. My. reaſon 905 
being ſo anxious to have that continued to me, are 
to prevent the difturbances- that uld certaiuli 


happen between my ſubjects in choſe diſtricts un- 
der my own direction, and thoſe in the Jagheir 


| 4H about the boundaries, water · courſes, magu- 
a ind other ä and to e 
| ot 


* 


.* 
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othets: from Aubhhisg 8s be 1 

ſervants, which might be attended with fata co 

ſequences to that harmony which . 

kits between you-and ime. ee. 

The S ( 9 
F Ir rvequeſting to have the | "of 


l bee circar, becauſe the 
harms, 4 — circar: intermixed” with mine; 
that diſputes conftantly happen between the ſub- 
jects of che two-governmenits and which it is im- 
s  , Pollibleito/ prevent: "this is ta the 
\ dice both of your intereſt and mine. I ther 
propoſed to give ten per cent. more than any one 
— — but 5 25 
rejected; I added, the company would e. 
great favour by ſuch a mark of friendſhip; yet 1 
was refuſed; and told that the company was diſ- 
pleaſed with me. I think, as it epuld not be for 
your ĩntereſts, you would not have refaſed me _ | 
à reaſonable ind 1 now apply to 
ſelves; conſider this matter well, and do me the 
kindneſs, through friendſhip, to ſend me a favours- 
ble anſwer.” The company's ſmall farms are; no: 
doubt let ſo cheap, that the renters pay 
their rents regularly and get rich; and alſo alł the 
amulders (or collectors of the revenue) who had 
formerly rented thoſe lands under the company's 
ſervants, before they were granted as jaghter-; 
9 happens it, that all thoſe people who 
| rented lands of the company; have been 
ruined? of this there are many poofs/; and chad 
not L paid near two lacks af pagodas to redeetn 
Property abſolutely purchaſed from the renters of 


WW 
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+ | Hetweenthe renters and others could not be "f{ 


_ attentve-to-goyr- Intereſt. only; when 


ting the jaghier to others 
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country. e ee e enn 
| are vain,” and*are'only! | 
meant to anſwer other purpoſes. The tranſa@ibns 


\ 


well kaowo chen as nowz aud then much mare 
would probably go to the forming of ſeparate in- 
teteſt than now q yet you muſt not thit at al“ 
my diſputes with your ſervants have been without 
ſaundstion; diſputes with tbe company I. never 


had, for they have alweys expreſſed themſelves in 


the moſt friendly terms to me; and no friendfhip 
can be ſtronger than mine has always been to the; 4 
but your wiſdom ſhould examine well, and you” 
will then find under many ſpacious arguments; 


* 
* 


Private views were the real ſprings of * tt MY K+ 
Ide northern circary ſhould: be u gre i object of 


your attention. I have no objection to 5 ſer2- 
\ yy your | " 


ing princely ſortunes, if it 

Pleaſure they ſhould do ſo, provided my country 
and people do not ſuffer : ut I am your friend 
therefore: I mention theſe matters; you ſhould at- 


tend wo the permanengy of your intereſts in th 


10 lacks of pagodas, which I call the Myſore de- 
mand: 1 Thall not therefore, through frien — 
lay any ching more on the ſobject. 1 have pad 
Part, and I hope, by the providence of G in 


* dhe 
whole in the time I have ſtipulated ; but Fab 


= 
| quaint; you, that I have done this out of pare 
” 4 8 . TER 
1 514 3 | i * | favo ur 
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e Kandihig, For the company, | har 
might convince them my friendſhip is — 
notwichſtanding the endeavours and repreſentations . 
of my enemies. | 
_ * God forbid I thould-ever diſtruſt the company's 
| | honour,” not did 1 ever with to mortar nth 
agreement made with the company; but it is the 
cuſtom” of every durbar, to get diſcharges re 
| = every year. for all the former debts to the 
day of 8 "this was my reaſon of requeſt - 
ing a di harge; and if I owe the company. 
nothing, furely their honour cannot ſuffer by 
my ng g. nor * their granting me, a diſcharge ; 
but my debts formerly have accumulated in ſuch a 
manner as I could not underſtand : The diſcha 
therefore of my friends, would have been a teſti- 
mony to my poſterity, that- I had fully- 9 


the Myſore money mall be paid, is it not recon- 
cileable to your cuſtom to grant a diſcharge ? of 
even to do ſo'now with that exception? it is with = 
your ſervants I tranſact ſuch bufineſs here, not .- 
with the company 3 think of this matter well, and) | 
give — a favourable anſwer. 

| _ I pay the expences of feyea batta⸗ 
Me, of 3 who are under the company's 
orders,” they never are fuffered to be of the 
ſmalleſt uſe to me ; yet I have willingly agreed to 
keep in them my pay to oblige the company, in 
hopes they will give ſuch inſtructions to their ſer- 
vants, as to make them ſerviceable to the circar, 
and that I may have a right to adviſe their defti- 
nation, Should a war happen in the Carnatic 
which God forbid, not only three trations of 


N ſeapoys 


all demands on me by the company; and When 15 


= rr Bu SEES: 
- ſeapoys ſhall be joined to the company, but my 
intereſt is to aſſiſt them with the whole force of, my 
| country. Were your forces properly employed, | 
I you have enough, when Joined with mine, to make 
Pour name reſpectable in India; but if, after all 
1 that I pay to the company my open and avuwed, 
znemy is tobe encouraged, and thoſe Who are, 
| willing to be my friends ſhall be brought to threat 
een the Carnatic, with an hoſtile invaſion on c- 
Count of theſe impolitical connections of your ſer- 
vants: Low do you think I am able to pay ſo 
| much money for 'maintaining troops to defend my. 
country, and yet in the day of danger I ſhall be. 
obliged to purchaſe a peace, and to remove armies. 
from my. frontiers by other means? I refer you. to 
the tranſactons of laſt year for an explanation of 
this. I have already gwen my anſwer to your go», 
vernor and council on the ſubject, and which they 
| have, no doubt, ſent to you for your information. 
I am beſt able to judge of the force which. my re-. 
venues can maintain in this country, and What are 
neceſſary ſor its defence; you will forgive me, if i 
take the liberty to judge in this for myſelf, I have 
many reaſons for it; you cannot be acquainted 
with the immenſe, ſums of money I have been ob- 
liged to pay, and by which my treaſury has been 
exhauſted, Were ſuch regulations made as. pru- 
dence and wiſdom would direct, and were the 
force of the Carnatic, properly ſtationed and ar- 
; ranged, there is enough to give ample ſecurity a- 
gainſt common occurrences, both to. your poſſeſſi- 
ons and mine. Give me men in whom Fcan con- 
fide, and wWho will ſuit their views to your real in- 
tereſts and mine, and 1 tall at all times be f) 
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Gao every thing Which” ſpan appear proper and 
hr for che mötual adtantags of the 2 | 
We Carnatie e © i PAs ct, 
1 have repreſented che affair of Foſtice to co; 
t ſetvants here; " batHorwithſtandifig your- orders, - 
Fave fl beeh put to inconveniencies on this aces 
count ſo much fo, that one of my immediate ſer- 
vants as: been arreſted at the gate of my dur bar 
by your ſheriff's officer,” for ay ppoſed debt to 4 
Frenchman,” which this ſubject of France avowed- 
ly declares was contracted on account of the col- 
lKcxion of my revenues, Whilſt my country was in 
the hands of our mutual enemy; ſhould my friends 
| in this manner aſſiſt my enemies againſt me? Was 
nôt the loſs T ſuſtained by the war enough? Muſt 
I, even now, have the happy days of peace inter- 
rupte by vexdtious ſuits proſecuted by my ene- 
in yodr courts of juſtice? Are theſe the proofs - 
48051 ſhip ? Neaundt underſtand this; but 1 have. 
made treary with Mr. Law, dated the 25th of 
Mare 1765, by which in all foeh caſes as any of 
„ OK 6 cauſe of complaint to any ſubjects 
France, the appeal is to he made to my juſtice: 
What then have the mayor's court to do with ſuck 
buſineſs? let your people enjoy the full freedom + 
of their own laws; and let my ſubjects be judged 
by the cuſtoms of ir es cf If I, or any of my 
people have-<auſe of complaint againſt any of the 
ſubjects*of England; I will apply/to'your governs : 
meßt for tedreſs: Direct your ſervants to make 
thes application to me in the ſame"circumſtances - 
with reſpect to my people, and I will” do them 
Juſtice; then I can remain among my friends with - 
fectrity, and” * freth afftonts to 
; my 


t ! 


thy dignity every day. Tou are my friends, and 
je a always truſted io you, do me the favour ta 
regulate theſe affairs in a better manner that my 
FR ſeapoys and yout's fre quent | 
W ee the ſame ſervice, they have often 
ſhared common fatigues and common 
yet from the evil diſpoſition of ſome, diſputes 
ha ve ariſen between the troops of the circar and of 
the company about the rank of officers. | Confider 
this matter well, and give ſuch directions as may 
ſettle ſuch buſineſs, that the common ſervice may 
not ſuffer by the like differences for the future. 
. . . You may depend on the firmneſs of my attach- 
ment to you, while the ſun and moon endures; 
may the providence of God give you proſperity; 
What can I ſay more ? the ſtorm that had been a 
long while gathering on his lordſhip's head, now 
threatened no leſs than the ruin of his ill-gotten 
fortune and reputation. He endeavoured to pre» 
vent the popular clamour and to. top the torrent 
of abuſe by a pompous enumeration of his emi- 
nent ſervices in divers letters inſerted into all the 
vehicles of public intelligence. The writers whom 
he had hired, uſed all the arts of ſophiſtry to make 
. an apology for his lordſhip's conduct in that period, 
wherein the revolution in Bengal had been brought 
about by bis lordſhip and his creatures, They 
called him the triumphator of the Eaſt, and the 
only man who had reſcued the company's affairs 
from utter ruin. They ſaid, that when his Iprd- 
ſhip returned to England in 1753, the firſt. time, 
the court of directors ſolicited him to go out again 
that in conſequence of his excraardinary, merit and 
—_ BY nar 


e Fx "1; 2014) 
| amazing fil i the military profeſſion, they oh. 


fained for him his majeſty's commiſſion of lieute · 
nant-colonel, and appointed him deputy governor 
of Fort St. David, abd to ſucceed to the govern- 


ment of Madras, and that before he went to hig 


3 e they ſolicited bim to undertake an 
expedition of great importance; the intent of 
which was to 'Join the Marattas at Bombay, and 
in conjunction with them to attack the French in 
the ſubs 
2 nies of che king's artillery, and four hundred 
| king's troops. . That when he arrived ar 
85 in beginning of the year 1736, a truce 
between the two nations, having prevented him to 
act offenſively againſt the French, his warlike ſpi- 
kit ſuggeſted that theſe troops ſhould not lie idle, 
= at his lordſhip laid the plan of taking the 
ng fort of Gurrah, poſſeſſed by a Dita 
rince, who upon all occafions had very much diſ- 
ed the company. That although. he com- 
manded the land forces in this ſucceſsful enter- 
Prize,, by virtue of his rank; he ſhared only the 
prize - money amounting to 150,000]. as a captain 


of a: man of war. That Admiral Watſon thought 


his caſe ſo hard, that he very generouſly offered 
to make his ſhare equal to Sir Geor ge Pocock's ; 
that his lordſhip e himſelf as Koch obliged 
to him for. the offer, as if he had accepted it, but 
that he generouſly declined it. That in his depu- 
ty government of St. David, he gave univerſal ſay 
tisfaction to the company and the natives. That 
when he was called from thence to Madraſs, on the 
pews of the capture of Calcutra, it was long deba- 


ted in council what force ſhould be ſent to 1. 
Nl | , 
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hof Decan; for which he carried out three 
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„ 
. yery officer that. he goufd 80 upon that ergech⸗ 
J!; .. me an, 

tien, They. further added, that his larathip vas 


Lot from Madras, with 2 power independent. of 
the governor,and council of Calcutta: that he come 
nanded in, Bengal. both 2s the king and the com- 

rr e 
any's officer ; that the governor-and cobneil ot 
Madras looked. at that period, on tbe goverpttiect 
of Bengal as anhihilated, which was revived by th 
ſucceſs of his army with, additional” 8 : 


dominion, They obſerved, that Ghen bis lo 
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received; preſents from the country powers, there | 


_- 


tere go, covenants exiſting, the 1 1 ber. 
vahts were at liberty to. recei e them; that 75 


| - Vere the price of his fervices to. the nation apc t 
the. company... That the company. had acquired 


17 nne nr | & 334488 
lion and; half ſterling, and a revenue of 5 


5 1 b L * n #& 4.4 14 . 7] 
_ * 100,000]. per anpum, krom the ſucceſs, of "thely 
forces under his.lordſhip's command at that early 
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en That his lordſlup. had devoted himſelf en 
rely to the company's military ſervice, and geg? 


lected all conimiercial advantages ; that, after hav - 
lag riſked his life ſo often in their ſervice, no judi- 
eigus mancould condemn him for having profited of 
tlie only honourable. opportuoity that ever offereck 
of acquiring a. fortune, without * 5 ice to the 
empany, That their intereſt and che honour of 
bis country, were the principles that governed at 
| his. actions; that had” he only taken the 'adlyan®” 
fageous opportunities that preſented themſelves, U, 
his lordſhip being commander in chief,” and at the 
| head of a victorious army, and what by the cuſtam 
a of: that Country he Was entttfed to, the Jaghier it“ 
g 0.5 | 8 ' > ſelf, 


1 146311 
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{lf, great as it. was, would have been an object 
fcarce worth his confideration. +... 


| muitee of the houſe of commons, coincided exactly 
with this previous juſtificatiog of his lordſhip's tran-. 
| factions. As we cannot aftetwards cut the thread 


f this moſt important parliamentary inquiry, we 


fa ſubmit bete to public inſpeQion, the conclu- 


hon of his lordſhip's military regulations with th 


Me have already mentioned in the fecond vo- 
lume of this work, the number of troops Which 
his lordſhip. had placed on the Bengal eftabliſh- 
ment, immediately after the concluſion of the 


treaty... with Sujah al Dowlab, and without enter, 


ing into a minute calculation of the 1 
ſums not only. incurred but injudiciouſly intailed 


upon the company. by tbis unjuſtifiable ſtep, it 


will be ſufficient. to enumerate to the ſtanding, for- 


ces which conquered the moſt. formidable armies, 


that ever were in the Bengal provinces, and to 
draw. a compariſon between them and the preſent 
eſtabliſhment : this will ſhew the augmentation to 
haye been ill-timed and unneceſſary. y. 


Colonel Munto had eight battalions of ſeapoys a 


at the battle of Buxar, his Whole army including 
Europeans did not exceed eight thouſand men 
who defeated. the combined armies of Sujah a 


Dowlah and Coffim. Ally Cawn, with the fineſt | 


train of artillery that any Afiatic army could ever 
boaſt of, beſides Sujah al Dowlah had the name of 
being the greateſt warrior in this part of the globe, 
and none of the Eaftera princes did excel 
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in the enbinet. Theſe two circumſtances added 
to the {ſuperiority of number, might indeed have 
deterred any other commander from engaging 
with z handful 1 ; _ ney Ape his 
ally, who had jointly the reputation of having 
235. to plan 5 to execute ; but the wonder 
muſt increaſe, after the brave and fkilful colonel 
bad baffled all the warlike meaſures of theſe two 
ambitious and renowned adverſaries, and diſcon - 
certed by a fingle ovetthrow all their ſchemes in the 
field, and evinced the futility of their councils. © - 
Major Adams that gallant and experienced offi- 
cer, | whoſe death was a public loſs, had not under 
his command above four thouſand men, when he 
3 Coffim Ally Cawn at Gurriah, forced bis 
1 2 8 gs Nullah, 22 00 from. 
to poſt, at enti out of the Ben- 
gal (ot! rome when he nai Bans to ſeek for 
Protection in the dominions of Sujah al Dowlah, 
If theſe armies who had conquered two principa- 
lities, could keep poſſeſſion of oneofthem, one ſhould 
naturally ſuppoſe that the ſame number of forces 
was fufhcient to defend and ſecure it, When confir« 
med to the company, by the emperor Shah Allum, 
whoſe right of territorial ſuperiority they had ac- 
knowledged, and whoſe indifputable ſanction they 
had endeavoured to eftabliſh z eſpecially as there 
were no other warlike princes in Hindoſtan, who 
aſpired ar ſovereignty ; no turbulent nobles wha 
aimed at independence; no neighbouring princes 
able to ſupport an injured prince. | 5 
| When his lordſhip formed the troops into bri- 
| gages, be ſhould have ſaved to the company all 
uperf] 


: Q + 
o 


vous expences, according to the expreſs in- 
| Junction 


rourſe to the paultry expedient of reducing tie 
Wh had 


. approved veterans in the field; 
nalized themſelves in the company's ſervice; and 
made the ineſtima bie acquiſition of a moſt vpuleim 
kiogdom; at tlie riſſe of rhevr Nves, and with the 
ertainty of impairing their 
ſalobrious vlimate; was a molt unjuſt and impoliti 
cal reformation; The court of directors were not 
APprized of the value of theiticooquetts; otherwiſe 
we couldinot\account ſor their approhatiom of ſuch 
an ill judged ſchemo, as inſtead of rewarding their 
militaty:fervants, it inflicted à real puniſhment 
for their eminent and acknowledged ſervices. 
Fhoſe-who tad no other motives” but horleur; 
d theiritommiifions'in conſequenes of: this 
; Tegularion;9were! proatly to be c 


dite dorzging 

ment; as they thewed a proper ſpirit of : reſent 
mende to rheir ung rute ful-cu fers 442 7 1,111,114 
appears vety evident, chat terelve battalions of 
| were at this qunctute more than ſufficient 
to protect from any hoſtilr attack this 


- 


never 


been of late greatly inereafad. "They 


had more than eight batta lions it times ofwar and _ 
danget ; theſe had been an orer- match ſor great 


Armies in divers engagements. Beſides theſe; addi- 


tiopal fortes might have been wäflly faiſed when 
necefiiry ſhould"have' required it, which was nix 


the eaſe;:a5/the company had forted their: van. 
ed! enemies to accept the terms of * peace, 


hich they Had thought proper to preſcriber The 


expences o nine battalions of. ſeapoys ſhould have 


ved: by a Judi 8 jomy.; each hatta- 


Vor. III. 


donſtitution in that um. 
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_ per month, which amounts to 1620p 
3 annum. for the pay and ſubſiſtence of nine 
1 he pittful txpedient of depriving the officers of 
be. _ batta, was waving of twenty — pounds 
per annum at the moſt, ahewiag che fut complr. 
ment of the officers to the advanced eſtabliſhmene; 
is was a mere rrifile productive of great diſcon- 
WH. tents and inconveniencies, of which however his 
5 Jordſhip'with his uſual preſumption, made a great 
5 merit in his pompous detaik of the pretended abu- 
3 ſes which he had reformed; Had theſe nine uſeleſs 
battalions been never thought of, there would have 
been to this day à ſaving to the company of one = 
million four hundred and twenty thouſand pounds, 
after a deduction of two hundred thouſand 7 
for continuing the benefit of the butt to all the 
officers to this time. His jesdthip raiſed ſome 
. battalions which went under the name of Purgannak 
4 fieapoys; they were to enforce the payment of 
. _ revenues, and did in fact no other ſervice than 
pots preſs and terrify 'the diſtreſſed natives- Mr. 
S Veran his lordſhip'sToeceffor, paid ſo little regard 
3 to the company's intereſt, that in his government 
49 ſtthe army at onetime coafiſted of no leſs chatr thir- 
* ty twyo battalions in profound peace; which coin - 
by _ cided-with his lotdſhip's'decharation,” that Bengat 
3 was 4 military government; that is according to 
_ -*the noble lord and his worthy fucbefforts maxims';. 
2 formidable ſtanding army was kept at an enor- 
mmous expence, to carry into ee ct the moſt 
7 nefarious acts of injuſtice and oppreſſiom of theſe 
_  - - wo matchleſsiprefidents. + Mr. Boulton late chair- 
„ N the Eaſt- India directors, hated the very 
Xo | een name 


** 


l 4) 
name of Mr. Vetelſt he uſedito-Lay, . that this 
gentleman had done more prejudice, to the comy 


pany, than allghe bad ſervants they ever had put 
together. I think e deen to have. en. 


Copied. his lordſhip... 4 $1651 $95 {th att 
be noble prevent: ied. gut his mandates in 
&be.follawingiremarkable; term. 
_ 1443+ Purſuant to repeated orders = from 
the. honourable court. of direftors, Me haue reſolved 
ta embrace. the'. preſent favaurable- opportunity, Which 
the tranquility of ; the capt viaitords tot reduce the ener- 


mous military charges of the preſidency ; and to ga 
inte ſtrict executign 2 meaſure; indiſpenſible and 


neceflary,;ify we will meinte che number of ſor- 
ges requiſus ſorithe ſecurity and preſervation of the 
| Sompaoys paſſeſſions, ore eiue 

ba . accord iagiy bereby enjoined. to ac- 
zinvalhahe officers mader your command, that 
yl are hencefotward to, expect no benefit from 
„ e any kind, but to rely entirely on 
Aheir pax, together :with ſuch allowances as will 
hereafter be Tpeeified.. + _ ek. 

3. We ſhall ever pay particular regard. me- 
rit z but che oſſicers in genetal are 0 expect the 
reward af their ſervices after they haye-riſen jo 


the rank of majots ; it being our intention to con- 


iaus to all the beld-officers eyery advantage they 
enjoy at preſent. | U 50) Li nn 1483 
4. Tou ate, alſo further to/give naticg that after 
the firſt day of January next, tha Whole batta will 
be ſtruck off, and the pay reduced. to what. it for- 


| , merly Was on this eſtabliſhment, and is at; this 


2 allowed to the er epa 9n the Cs. 
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cy; and the unavoidable- expence-incurted 
dy the officers ih xranſporting/ liquors and other 

| noceſſarics. We do conſene that thoſe ſtapioned at 
Mongheer and Patna ſhall ſtill receive half batta. 
©1 6. The particulars of Which yo find ſtated in 
the annexcd account; Which batta they are not te 
regard as a matter of right, hut an indulgence that 


andi it is our deſire that the ſoldiers ſtationed at the 
above places: ſhall \Froh. ranks ra) drams per 
diem. ie 25 Fg 1 5 
7. We Ahewile agree as a future encourage- 
| ment, and to remeve- thoſe diffic ulties, which 
uſually ariſe in iſſuing the pay on'accoutif'ef the 
frequent ſcarcity of Arcot rupees, that all the cum- 
pany's troops ſnall in future receive Buntiutlinſtead 


of Arcot rupees, but ſhould the army or any par- ' 


ticular detachment be employed out of the limies 
of the proviboes, then it is out intentiot to Make 
Juch an addition f their barta as f muy be thought 
reaſonable. - . 
8. We make an additional 5: Give bf. forty. 
rupees per diem to the colonel, which allowance is 
to be enjoyed in his abſence by the field vers 
bo ſhall command for the time being, aud as 
Farther proof of that attention, we ſhall 2 
to the eaſe and convenience of thoſe gentlemen 
who d in fuptrior ſtations, We conſent tharfield- 


officers command ing detachments, ſhull -beallow- 


ed the'barta, ab the officer immediately above him, 
which indulgence is not by Gy meang to extend 
1 Loh t Ha Hs 1498 


big hs ads. 
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maſt ſtand in lieu of alliallowances for boats, & 
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* 9. We pofiriyely direct tliat the pay-maſte n = 
| in foture diſburſe, not only the pay of the | _ 
| — anch ioldiers, but of c ks ſervants -. = 
df every denomination; employed by the com : 
ny on acoountof the army, eee 
All bills and other charges contracted on ac 
ol the brigade aſter ſuch are duly counter - 
by the : officer and not before. 1 0 r 
5 $0071; W bd 5 Nene ain Al 
R — 
©" eantotted'd; ago and Fats. 
"41 10 een n 4 ls i Ng PY 
18 Koen 945 wi a3. r 1 
8 ir 44 045154 n ge * ec eee 25 
utenant Colonel. "1 Wan, eb, Mong: 14 20 50 
jor, +; WI; ah 2 avo!; 7 eien d {a MT 
Captain {IX ad eren 3D Bode 512g; 42 N 7005 
Lieutenant eh — = ae ola s 553, - 
1 Enfigos and l dee Jew worker: 96 $: 3 . 
Chaplain ne 2. 65 4 $2.6 3 1 TEL. 48 Eh 6 5 . 
Huggeon Aide tes, 9G $4040 6 * 0M} 
Mitte ho $197 Wee 269. i 
Commiſlary--. 505 50 x Hin U: id 4 
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N. B. "Only hae; of. the above, allowance 
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iſſued to che ſubalzern, officers at e | | | 
= Whale when, they wee in the field upon aftual = 1 
ervice. . a Br 5 | \ 

Thus Eis lordſhip. baafted of having reduced by „ 
this tele mean ift, the enormaus illtazy cha- 
ges of the preſidency as we arg not ect iy iafor- = 
* e eee e be the e 7 1 
N 
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9 ſeapoys ere dai fd we cannot fix the accbunt of 
this accumulated expence : but if A calculation N 
were made it would appear that the -conipany. = 
might have ſaved for thoſe ten yιäpaſt, upwards 
 ofctbree:milkons;: the iptereſt of which ſum wopld - 
Bae more than fully: anſwered the charges af the 
_ *Offigers:batta;z Nu, CE had che different btie. 
gades arrived cat their cantonments, and his lord: 
: Rig ' train of field officers: from Europe joined 
Meir. reſpectiue detachments. :That-\the,awoyer 
mentioned orders: were read by the authority, 
and with the- advice of the right honourable preſi- 
dent and gentlemen of the ſecret committee at 
Fort William, to the commanding officers of the 
different Brigades. They produced nothing but 
Anirerſal murmurs, diſcontents, and reſigrjations 
om feveral experienced officers, who were treated 
3 | like rebels and deſerters, and puniſhed like'felons/ 
. - This order was delivered/our by the commund- 
Te ing officers of Brigades, in the manner it Was ſunt 
to them, except by colonel Smith, who cheſe te 
ſuppreſs the greatelt part of it for particular Puf- 
poſes, which will Any: in the account of bis 
campaign: Nl c 
bat part which thee colonet iſſued Vat began at 
No. 1j ended at 2,7 reſumed the order at 3 With 
the conjunction, and ended it at 4, with the fig- 
natures of Clive, William Sumner, J. Carhac, 
Henry Verelſt. The colonei then added the fol- 


* 1 en his eee ee 4s; 23, 
| © 15 1 FT WS. 
5 The" colotel thinks it vnnecefſary. at preſent 
pi to ſpecify"the allowance ed gg in 10 fore- 

going orders fince the committee has been ſo 
$$. e the officers of ehe ſecond hrigade 
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eon ſervice in the field, and half of that batta to 


ec thoſe in garriſon, whilſt the brigade is employ- 
ed ont the provinces.” e ne r 

We ſhall not at 2 animadvert, upon tho 
- evaſiom 3 we only beg: leavę to oblerve, 


that it would have been mere becoming a com- 


manding officer, to have acted wiih more can 


and informed his officets of the whole, of the come 


— Mittos! s orders, that they might the better be able 
10 judge whether they could remain in the. compa» 
* s ſervice or give it. up, according to the dictates 
of honour, and the juſtice they owed to them» 
' ſelves.” As this order of the committee was a 
torious injury to men who could ſupport no longer 
the character of their honourable-profeſſion,,, it. 0c- 
caſioned ſpirited remonſtrances; fromthe ſubaltern 


 officers' of the different brigades, to the governor | 
and council; but no regard. whatever. was paid to 


rheĩr juſt b : and it was aſter they had 
given up all hopes of redreſs, that choſe injured 
gentlemen Wenn to t a ſervice jogdequace to 
_ their ſtations; » 

A proof Hos theſe Jiftreſſed 8 did not 
complaio ſrom a ſpirit of liceatiouſgeſs and mu 
tiny, is the opinion which Sir Robert Barker va 
mitted to his lordſhip, in anſwer to one which, 
had received from the noble preſident ; an extra 


of which we ſhall inſert firſt, 1 1 


From Lord Clive to Sir Robert . * 


am very glad the officers have been ſo prudent 
as to lay aſide their intention of preſenting, a memo- 


rial: I can aſſure you, there has been no memo- 
Aal preſented from the ether brigades on the like 


Aube Ks true, the governor ang council have 


Nui received 
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Smith's brigade, ſetting forth, the dearneſs of pro- 
viſions, and all other neceſſaries; at that great 
Uiftance ; and we have in hen yaw tryin, 
6nly4 temporary expence to the company, agre 
82 things e 8 footing; until 
the brigade be wWirhdrawn from Sujah- Dow lab's 
döminionis; but che officers are at ibe ſame time 
informed in che moſt poſitive rerins, that this in- 
dulgence will ceaſe the inſtant the ttodps leave the 
Larimanaſfa! T need hot repeat how poſitive and 
ibÞlate the company's orders from Europe are, 
about reducing the-military expenees to the pro- 
e of the eſtabliſnment on the icoaft of Coro. 
mandel; nay, even leſs, becauſe they imagine the 
price of proviſians is lower, and 1 believe you ate 
not unacquainted; that the officers for the firſt year 
khey ſerved in Bengal were all ſatisfied with fingle | 
batt; the double batta way fetal xn indulgence 
obtained by me, and came immediately.our of the 
nabob's pocket. One would imagine the officers 
would be ſatisſied with their preſent appointments, 
fince they have a greater advantage in proſpect than 


* # 


they ever enjoyed before. (which his lordſhip 
means by a greater advantage in ptofpe&t; is the 
military futid fot diſabled officers) Add ro this, the 
provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Oriſſa belong to the 
company themſelves, and not to the nabob; that 
what is now paid came immediately out of their 
x : and although the officers may plead pre- 
. Tcriptions from the nabob, they can ſhew no ſuch 
preſcriptions 'from the company. I may indeed 
aſſure you, that the committee are reſolutely deter- 
mined upon carrying the company's orders ĩnto exe· 
cution; and Enforcing the new regulations. & 
| Extract 
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uro of a Ettter from Colontt Sir Robert Barker 
. 13 the Right Hon. Lord Clive. * © 
ny our fl y N es B40 ds pF 2 >, 1% Bp 2 1 
a 8 % My Lord; *% | : | , Jakes 9 10 Py od 72 2 dS 
Having made an examination into the officers 
field expences, in which I have adhered as much 


35 poſſiple to frugality and economy, and accord- 


ing to the regular prices of ſervants wages and Mr. 
Moody's charge of things, and his lordſhip's mono- 
pour in regard to the officers neceffaries, none 
being allowed to carry any thing to the brigade 
but him. I cannot well reduce the captain's 
monthly expences in the field to lefs than J24 
rupees, and if he keeps a palanquin to 372 ; now 
his pay and batta amount to 300 rupees. In the 
eſtimate I have made no allowance for his cloathing, 
linen, purchaſe of ſtores, palanquin, ſadlery, cam 

furniture, &c. Suppoſing his off. reckonings to 
anſwer their annual expences, 300 rupees on the 
coaft of Coromandel will furniſh a captain with his 


neceſſar ies and carriage, but the conſtitution of this 


country is. ſo much more prone to luxury and extra- 
vagance than on the coaft, that the ſame quanti 
of proviſions, and the fame method of œconom 
practiſed there, cannot be carried here at the fame 
expence ; the very commodities uſed by the mili- 
tary gentlemen are increaſed thirty or forty per 


cent. between the Madraſs and Bengal markets; 


the cooleys carry one third leſs, and the ſervants, 
not to compare the difference between the officers 
ſerving without the provinces and thoſe within, i 


but little more than the additional charge of Mr. 


every 


Moody's goods; for ſuppoſe him to ſupply 
* | thing 


Vol. III. 


| 1 14 J . 
thing for ſeven or eight per cent. the difference of 
batta is 100. Every officer who takes the field 
for a campaign, muſt carry wich him thirty days 
ſupply, eſpecially where horſe are flying about the 
country, and few will carry more either with or 
without the provinces; the number of ſervants and 
their wages nearly the ſame. e 

(Signed) © RopnaT Banks,” . 

The court of directors were afterwards made ſo 
ſenſible of the injuſtice done to their officers, that 
the very aext year they augmented their pay. 

The committee, in their orders, e 
that Bengal at this time was in a ſtate of Je = 
tranquility, without internal or external foes to 
| diſturb the peace of the provinces ; his lordſhip, 
therefore, had an extenſive field to diſplay. his abi- - 
lities as a financier, without apprehenſion of a war 
that might diſconcert his plan of ceconomy; how 
far the noble preſident and his ſucceſſor made that 
rich and glorious acquiſition anſwer the purpoſe of 
poſſeſſing it, is beſt judged of from the very low 
ebb ro which the company was ſoon reduced; had 
not government interfered in time, they might 
have been totally ruined, and after being hack the 
ſovereigns and monopolizers of the eaſt, ſhewn by 
their bankruptcy, that they wanted even ſagacity 
to direct their mercantile affairs. e 
Let theſe are the men who have been ſupported 
in their iniquitous ſchemes of oppreſſion and vil- 
lainy by unprincipled directors, who have even at- 
tempted to juſtify ſuch acts of enormous ya 
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and tyranny towards their fellow ſubjects, as would 


diſgrace the annals of the Turkiſh empire. 
In regard to the ſyſtem of his lordſhip's civil go- 
'vernment, it was ſimple and uniform, yet chiefly 
conſiſted in turning every article of uſe and ne- | | 
ceſſity into a monopoly. As a farther proof of the | 
attention of the noble preſident and his committee, | 
to the eaſe and convenience of military / gentlemen 
who ated in ſuperior ſtations, his lordſhip enacted, = 
that each field officer, according to his rank, ſhould : 
pay his quota to a committee appointed to carry on 4 
the buſineſs of the ſole monopoly, and at the end 
of the year he received his | ſhare of the odious 
taxation; even the common neceſſaries which are 
brought from Europe, and without which no Eu- 
*Fopean can ſubſiſt, were monopolized by Mr. 
Moody, one of his lordſhip's chief agents; his 
noble patron granted to him” the excluſive pri- 
vilege of purchaſing European commodities, and 
ſelling them at his own price to the different 
brigades; thereby many induſtrious families were 
deprived of all manner of ſubſiſtence, and they had 
no other reſource to live but to purchaſe from the 
ſhips of Europe goods and proviſions, which 2 
mall 
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retailed afterwards for the conſideration of a. 
profit to the army, and to the natives up the . 
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This was in particular a great hardſhip upon the 
ſubaltern officers, whoſe pay was not only reduced, 
but were even prevented to lay it out to the beſt 
advantage in purchaſing European articles at the 
cheapeſt rate, ſince, by the ſordid knavery of mo- 
nopolizers, callous to all humane feelings, the ne- 
ceſſaries of life were greatly enhanced, | 
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Having taken a retraſped of Lord Clive's re- 
gulations, we ſhall, according to our engagements 
to the. public, introduce here the campaign of 


_. afiother Aſiatic commander, whoſe, deſigns ſcemed 


to have been impenetrable, as he acted neitheroffen- 


Lively por 5 enſively during all the time he remaig- 


ed on the field of inaction. It would be illiberal ta 
er 1 2 r MES *. 
reflect, oh che obſcurity. of his origin, ſince, like 

| the famous Mareſchal Shneyder, who from A mult. 

; was, raiſed by his merit to the command of the 
Pruffian armies— Brigadier General Richard Smith, 
{corning the drudgeries. of a nauſeous ſhap, was the 


artificer cf his un fortune. This modern hero 
went to India in the humble capacity of a clerk. ta 
the captain of a merchant ſhip; @ guelgue chef 
malbeur eft hon, ſays the French proverb, e GY: 
Dick, having been caſt on the Coromandel coal 
near Madraſs, and found Neptune incohſolable, 
applied to propitious Mars, and tried his luck 
upon. anather clement. The gentlemen of the pre. 
ſidency commiſerating this friendleſs, diſtreſſed 
youth, implored in bis behalf the governor's gene- 
roſity, who, appointed, him a cadet on this eſta- 
bliſhment, like ſeveral renowned generals, Wh 
never had any opportunity to ſhew their milit 
talents when at the heads of ſmall parties and de- 
rachtnents.; he would have remained unnoticed, if 
fortune had not advanced him to the firſt command 
of the Eaſt- India Company; for as we wiſh. the 
general, like Cæſar, had written his Commentaries, - 
as he might better account for the true motives of 
his conduct; the firſt and only time he commanded 
upon the coaſt, no doubt humanity, which is the 
characteriſtic of a true hero, ſuggeſted: to him the 
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gelign of abandoning. the fiege of a plate, which 


be was directed to ſtorm 4, and had not Major 
Horne, who was then Captain Lieutenant of the 


en bluntly offered to -hotabard the place, 
and to aſſume the command, ſhguld the colonei de- 


ſiſt from the enterprizes the garriſon and habi- 
rants had remained without feat or moleſtation 

As we are better informed of his 1 
cilbaion of 1766, we are able to ſatisfy the curi- 


9 of the public, in regard to the atchie vemenis 


this extraordinary man; Colonel Smith was 
ned with his brigade at Allahabad, until 
Sujah al Dowlah had finally fulfilled the treaty, and 


at the ſame time covered with his ſhield, the 


Emperor Shaw Alen as the tucclar genius: ne 
- Hindoſtan, 


On Friden che 25th: of October, the following 
orders were iſſued. , 
The aoth battalion of ſeapoys are to deve 

all the guards of the firſt battalion 'to-rnorrow 
morning —two twelve pounders, and two fix 
pounders, are to proceed to camp to morro -.. 
. 1 to beat at half an hour paſt three, 
and the embly at four o'clock, on Sunday morn- 
ing, when the regiment and the firſt battalion of 
ſcapoys are to march to camp, to celebrate the an- 
niverſary of the Emperor of Hindoſtan's corona- 


tion; each man to be furniſhed with ml pas of 


exerciſing cartridges. 
After this compliment had been e a 1 
ant of Royalty, the regiment and the firſt batrak- 
on of . — ordered to parade at five o'clock 


on Sofdey eyening, in order ee back we 5 


Allahabad, ou 
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hk AA Pen day it was in order: 
The preſent chat was given ee by 1 
e 


Adv is to be diſtributed Se the artillery and 
08 tegiment, according to their ſeveral ſtations,“ 
this donation beſtowed on the private men 
was inconſiderable, yet the general ſhould have 
forbidden his (oldiers tb receive it, as this nominal 
king had ſcarce, from his rich and extenſive domi- 
nions, a revenue ſufficient to «defray the expences 
of his wretched houſhold, and of à few troops, 
which were called his body guards. The Court of 
Directors were fo ſenſible of this, that they order- 
ed Colonel Smith to return to the king twodacks' of 
rupees, which he had accepted from his majeſty. 
However the general, Who like the Roman pro- 
conſul, was reſolved to return home with A atic 
-ſptendour: and opulente;” found means to have che 
Hm ſecured to him through another channel. 
Ne did not return tothe gartiſon;--but en 
d battalions; and two guns, at Subahdan 
-Cawn's gardens, and appointed Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Peach to the command of Allahabad during 
his abſence; the colonel, after haying remained 
here a little time, took a ſurvey of the Korah 
province, which belonged to the king, who ac- 
- companied the general through part of his * 
greſs. This may be called a civil excurſion, as 
military operations were out of the queſtion; the 
general having pecuniary ſpeculations, which will 
appear hereafter. His warlike exploits Upon the 
coaſt of Coromandel having never been tecorded, we 
muſt ſuppoſe this neglect aroſe for want of an able 
. ; 0n.ithe Madraſs eſtabliſnment, to which he 
hol originally,” ß 8 ; | 
4. n 


| Þ 19. J 


In adder to make amends for chis ie „e 


thall entitle this jaunt a campaign, leſt our hero 
ſhould lie under the imputation of quitting che 
army, without having ſhewn himſelf a: formidable 
commander, as he really was ſole and undiſturbed, | 
maſtet of the field. 


Though there were 755 1 * the 5 


Korah province, nor apprehenſions from a foreign 
enemy, yet the colonel, in his high wiſdom, wrote - 
to Lieutenant Colonel Peach at Allahabad, to lend 
him-an enforcement. Aceordingly 1 it was in Lee 
the 15th of December, 1763. 

« The dent of artiller „with two fix 8 
pounders, with their tumbrels amunition, and 


30,000 muſket cartridges, and the firſt battalion 


of ſeapoys, are to march to- morrow morning, on 
the firing of a gun, to proceed to join the army 
(viz. the colonel with his two artalions) at the 
camp at Paulgong.“ 

The colonel thought brobiuhly: it was beneath | 
his dignity to travel with leſs attendants, and with 
this additional force, he was able to compel his 


majeſty's ſubjects to pay him his revenues, if A , : 


hy uſed to ſubmit to his authority. 

Having been informed by Lieutenant Colonel - 
Peach, that the deſertion of the troops in gatriſon 
was frequent, the colonel ſent the Rog order. 


1 Camp near Futtapoor, 25th December 1765. 5 


The colonel is extremely concerned to hear, 
from the report of Lieutenant Colonel Peach, of 
ſeveral ſoldiers of the regiment having fo. far for- 
got what they owe to themſelves and to their 9 
11 as to deſert their colours. 7 . 
Ws on The 
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idm on ſuch opem acts of violence; bur 
n malice und treadhery were perhaps 10 leſs fatal 
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Jared and" ill-fated officers were: cranfported1in'a 
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and three nights times we 
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ſcarce deigr dt at Mr, Vietue,. hed him i 
he con | as in «Joes, Upon 


Rs 0 ve, Sir Rober ordered 
_— 0 e Oar Tamb, 
8 was dene in a moſt ſeyere and 1 NT" Th 
3 was ſome time. confined to. a bad 


12 


in which he was placed, brought on dif- 
rders FORD he was doomed. to ſuffer, without the 
fliſtance, of a doctor; and he was ng ie 8 5 
re be knew. what he was canfited or, or upon 
what rinciples he was detained. What a "dif- | 
agreeable fituation, Mr, Virtue muſt have been 1 \ 
when Ba er that Lord Clive had ſworn he 7 
from a gun or ſhoot him, and EN 
n to expe was Cech of ſome ſort, 
Siri ove ayrof a trial, were moſt (> 9 
A theſe were times when honeſt ſpirited men, 
who. wiſhed well to their employers, were, under 
 yarious pretences, cruelly oppreſſed with al the "ag 
- Kravations of outrage, and contumely. 
It was not until the fifteenth of July that Me. 
Virtue was brought before a military cpurt, under 
„ mrcbour any previous notice. After the 
p ate (Captain Thomas Pearſon) had ac- 
ualnted bo the charges againſt him. Mr. 
Virtue deſired the court TO inform him, “ whe- 
ther it was not cuſtomary by the laws of the redlm, 
fo cy, priſoner timely notice to Prepare himſelf | 
or trial.” 


The Judge Advocate thereupon made anſwer, 
chat he had acquainted the priſoner, by a letter 
Ho the twenty-cighth of fine laſt, that it was 

the Right Honourable the Commander in Chief's 
XING vos * pleaſure, 
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leaſure, chat he ſhould be tried as 7 nen, | 


8 be aſſembled for that 

tad then obſerved to me ee court, tha 

| 25 lined appearing before any my " 
TL ng no military man; but fince they ha 

1 1 him before them io, unprepz 


repetition. was granted; but before he 
a ones 15 > court, that Colonel 
hg; UN among the number of wit- 
5 he gave to the Juds © Advocate, 
I Gale . . Tz zand was furprized to fin 
Wop a o judge him Mr. Virtue was filerit 


ERATION, who inform that 
Cord 410 0 Mn Fakes, bag that ps 
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ee hd had/nb;evidente improduce) to dloſ 
the proſecution upori-the.,6vidence; 2 given. 
W on Caprain-Pearfony the Jud ag: Advocate, 
proceeded to ſum up the evidence 3 manner in 
—— he He ding e ar A keave " 
own words. It 

EY of the cine times. off: bi Lordſhip's gore governmens, | 


udge A up OO 
ory cond will ſhew — conion could 
JMhy: be drawn therefrom. . e 90 Ti vJ 
Þ Arn ben obGryed. ito. the 
228% * 0614 Te! DITION 148 Ha EIT. 4 
I 2 it had appeared by the evidence; - 
Jodiel Smith; that 1 his e 
otders nor td leave tel eump without his perrini- 
ſion. Thai che N Varia wag, 
ders and deſeited his charge, had appeiredibpithe 
—— rv adde — un 
May in the morning, veported. him to 
Colonel Smiths abſent —— and that in 
of this report, onders trad. been. jfintsd 
out to arreſt him, which were produced in. coutt, 
Thatithe ptiſdher himſelf kad not beet 
to deny thoſe fifts, but had proteſted againſt he 
authority of the tourt, alledging that, he was nd 
officer in the ſervice, adh therefobernov; ſubject 20 
milicarytlaws. / SHIT TH OCH1.9203.. a£ 5 

1. That the<court} after having heard heir 
— Þ read the Taid/proteſt, rejected ity 
gs 9 — ioner as ſabject to then a * 

ks T appeared that the priſoner, in 


enter © Colonel Smit of rf th May, * 
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end of the {aid month,” which... 

 Tulkigient:comract for the 8 — | 
2 That he conſidertd himſelf as — 4 
e of Lieutenant, had appe — 5 
49 ad dreſſed , Colonel Smith, by ' waa | 
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by the comman 

Jonged to, 48, the cuſtomatg Manger 0 

ee, had appeared by the evidence 
Har ; per h MI e Benden Mes 7 
7. That the priſone r himſelf I 
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a: Popledged, . be receined-livay.s 
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x oh 15 
"The court being care), "and the dent and 
members having taken into r 
the evidence againſt che priſoner, They were of 
_ cite ke wn ge of "the crithes laid to 
charge, viz. diſobedience of orders and deſer- 
Bd The firſt of which being a breach of che f 
article of the zth ſection of the articles of 
they have fentenced him, and he is heteby fen- 
tenced to be caſhiered wich infamy, by having a 
ſword and eſpontoon broke over his head, and a 
ſaſh cut in pieces before him, at SED 
the troops cantooned at Bankipoor, '' 7 
We ſhall not trouble the public with the 
hun of what the witneſſes depoſed; rhe Judge Ad. 
| vocate called on them to ſup port the charge ys 
Mr. Virtue ; we ſhall fp 3 — 
his ſummoning up the evidence,” and ehurge —.— 
5 en to have been done with al 
tlie acrimony of party, and inſolente of '' 6MKE, 
We ſhall nay Ae Seeler in our obſervations, but 
that we may be properly underſtood,” de haßt 
numbeted the paragraps. 
kſt. It muſt be noticed, that Mr. Vito 
| orviered*into- confinement ar>the-inſtdnes' of OC 
lonel Smith; another evidence is therefore want. 
ing, to confirm what the colonel may advance, as 
"againſt Mr. Virtue. * What Colonel Peach 
depoſed was nothing againſt Mr. Virtue, it Was a 
natural conſequence ; if he vas not᷑ preſent he muſt . 
be abſcat; how is this made diſobedience f 
orders; it cannot 9g the” aceuſer Colonel Smith 
telling him ſo. al rpc 
It is a known fkk, dave Mes Views: ef the 
tachment, and went off with all his thin 
ſence of both the colonels, -who were f 
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the troops. drawn up for 8. Colonel 
Schieh 5 the houder 2 og his SR and, 
Lieutenant Colonel Peach on horſeback, who Le», 
 mained fame time, and looked at Mr. — 


— mith'his ſervants, who were D 


twenty in number. May not we 
9 de did not immediat 2 12 for = 
| i he looked upon 1 
know the cauſe of this, and enquite the l why 
de vs not with his hattalion upon the parade. 
{is Wuy did not Colonel Smith, if he thought Mr. 
Virtue” had deſerted, ſend. 3 poſitiye order to 
Major Stoich who commanded in Allahabad Fort, 
to make him a priſoner on his arrival there. 
what Major Smith did, was, that e Mr. Virtue 
dent him a — > acquainting him o f his arrival, 
gad chat he do hiqmſelf the pleaſure of waiting 
dg him to receive his commands at Calcytta—he 
ſent his adjutant to put him under an arreſt, but on 
Mr. Virtye's mak ing anſwer that he could not obey 
it, as he was no officer, he . 5p no more 
meſſages from the major, N remained 
dome days after at Allahabad . it appears 
aþat Major Smith was examined, the Judge 
Vocate has taken no notice in ſummoning up 
svigence of what he ſaid. Why did not the 8 
del ben he ſent an order to Mr. Sage, reſid 
at Banares, to ſeize on Captain Parker, and 
make him a Priſoner, alſo ſend him word to lay 
wold of Mr. Virtue who was likewiſe there. And 
hy did not Sir Robert Barker when, Mr. Virtpę 
was brought to him by Lieutenant F pllarton, im- 
e onder him into confinement, without 
King ham! 237 N pr 1 Ne, anions te 
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belt as in the ſetvice. It plainly appears by 1 Ol 
manner of acting, Fs ne? Sue to et Mr, 
Vitroe"into àn error, by which they might take 
an advantage of him; but finding him too much 
upon his guard, they were determined at all events 
to confine him with the hopes of finding out 4 
crime againſt him afterwardsz. 

If this was not the caſe, why was he not infor- 
med when made a priſoner, 'of the crime he was 
guilty of, The judge advocate acknowledges that 
he did not brd him, until the 28th of fune, and 

Mr. Virtus was made a priſoner on the 7th. 


colonel Sch, telling him that he would 
Ar the end of the month , Turely could not 
be inding upon him, when the tolonel afrerwards 
told "hit in public Erders, that he did not defirs 
his ſervices 3 Mr. Vircue did on Nog  confider 
himſelf an officer, (conſequently. have be 
myſtered) but it was only until he 185 from th 
colone whether or not bis offer of ſervice was h 
nopurably accepted of ;when he found, that't ny: 
be che cafe, he infiited' upon 5 int 
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both * th. Mt. Virtue? bein a0. th 
1 nM: man 4 1 5 egy 
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Kim; nbr is it prov apainſt FA in fayitte, 18 | 


he acknowledged to have received . fixty-two rt- 

pees in the month of” May by his Retr when 

the Proceftand every part af it was 

court. This is moſt Reidtsbe and bc SI * 
reh And 9 pl *Fhough Hxty-two 1 has d 
ways been, "and now BFA PMs cuſtomary pay of * a 
Vor. II. « lieu. 
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lieutenant: yet it was a fact alſo, that every lieu» - 
tenant in the ſeapoys, which Mr. Virtue, was a 
lieutenant of, has monthly allowance which ex- 
actly correſponds with their pay, Whether the 
month contains 28, 29, 30, os 34 days; how then 
could the judge-advocare determine whether it 
was this allowance or his pay Mr. Virtue men- 
tioned in his proteſt? Mr. Virtue did not ac- 
knowledge having received his pay, but to have 
received ſixty- two rupees hy his proteſt. 
- 10th. We will leave to the impartial public 40 
judge, how far the court, was right, in rejecting 
Mr. Virtue's proteſt and proceeding in the man- 
net they did. We beg leave entirely to differ in 
opinion with the judge advocate for the crimes; 
« Diſobedience of orders and deſertion are not in 
the ſmalleſt degree proved by any evidence which 
appears upon an examination of his own charge.“ 
A very worthy member of that court-martial, 
Iieutenant colonel Graham, who was then a captain, 
has often been heard to ſay, that he would give 
8 hundred guineas to be legally releaſed from 
Bis oath of ſecrecy. When the ſentenge oi the 
court: martial was communicated to Mr. 5 the 


the brigade major, it was accompanied by the 
| lowing letter from himſelf ;--as it conveys, the. feel- 
Angs of every honeſt min who were on the ſpot, 
and his friends in particular, I beg leave to infert 
It is with infinite concern, I muſt be the 
tranſmitter by order of colonel Sir Robert Barker, 
of orders of this nature to you. How much ſuch 
a ſentence, on ſuch a man, as Fever knew you to 


be, aſſets me ; I am equally conſcious how ſend 
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damp with melancholy every line, write much to 


try to comfort you in yout ſituation ! But I am for- 


ced abrupcly, through  uneafipeſs, to break off, 
with affyring you, &. 


Io ſum up the abſurd and illegal proceedings of 
this court-Martial, more odious than thoſe of the 

ſtar- chamber; their incompetency is proved from 

the following circumſtances of Mr. Virtue's caſe. 


\ He was called in the 16th'of July, before the 


court martial, and deſired the ſecond time of his 


appearance, to make out his defence; on his de- 
nying the legality of the court, and proteſting 
againſt it, the court adjourned for want of ſuffici- 


ent evidence, and dehired the judge-advocate to 
endeavour to get new evidence. They adjourned 


from time to time until the 2th of Auguſt, and 


then the judge · advocate informed the court that 
he cannot produce any witneſs to prove that Mr. 


Viriue receiyed pay for the month of May, and 
yet in ſumming up the evidence, he would make 
n appear that Mr. Virtue's own proteſt, which the 
Spurt had refuſed to admit, was good evidence a- 


Pinſt him; becauſe fixty· two rupees happened ta 


though they were no ſuch words in the proteſt, and 


becauſe a ſieutenant's pay is ſixty- two rupees When 


the month conſiſt of thirty-one days. 


\.. his lawleſs.court, found upon the 12th of 4 


guſt, without having examined one witneſs, ſuffi- 
giens proofs to find Mr. Virtue guilty of the grime 
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biy every friend feels. for you. I could, though 
ſuch a ſubject cannot fail to moye with concern, to 


John Jones.” 


mentioned in it, which he conſtrued into pay, 
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intereſt of his friends reſtored to the -company's 


| (a2) 
110 to his Charge, 40d to diſgrace kim ue 


iniquitous and degrading ſenten cette 


Wen Mr, Vertue arrived in England, he 


brought an action againſt lord Clive for falfe im- 


priſonment, in full affurance of receiving ſome fa- 


tisfaction, though not adequate to the 1 for 


tze cruel treatment he had received: but his lord- 


ſhip's character had not yet been explored to the 
public, and his good fortaye” ſupported, yet wad 


dein trophies. © © bes ants 


The 20,000 Marattas, ww Colonel Smith had 


_ imagined ready to invade the king's domains, 


which, lay beyond our ally Sujah al Dowlah's do- 
minions, did ſo infatuate the jury with an opi- 
mon. of Mr. Virtue's guilt, for having reſigned” his 


| commuſon. at the time of this ideal danger, bed 


brought in a verdic̃t for bis lordſhip. 
= uncertain law is, that what is reputed: legal 
to day may be declared the contrary to- morro- 


and a poor oppreſſed man, who expects from the 


laws of his country a redreſs for the injuries done 
him by opulent upſtarts almoſt ſure, aftet the ex- 
penſive N and the diſguſtful chicanery of 
ſophiſtical pleadings, to ſtarve with à juſt cauſe,” 
Captain Parker brought an action at the fame 
time for the ſame daring violation of perſonal li- 
berty and loft his cauſe, cruſhed by the weight of 
riches and intereſt. Indeed, he was through the 


ſervice, though not to his proper ſtanding ; Hows 
ever, the court of directors have ſince done bim 


and themfelves the Juſtice of reſtoring him to his 


rank in their ſervice. Surely, Mr. Virtue is equally 
nor * his faithful feryices hilft he bore their 


com- 


' 1 


| Alvin to the fame ac of juſtice and humani« 
ty, could they diveſt: themſelves of party connec 
tions puſilanimous apprebeaſiggs, and ſhameful 


judices. an 


ive ms leave, gentlemen of che directors to ads ; 
dreſs you on this important ſubject, and to atk 


you ſome queſtions relative to the moſt flag 
acks of oppreſſion and ſordid knavery comm 
by your chief ſervants, for fifteen years paſt. 
Have not your predeceſſors in the direction a» 
dopted the invariable maxim, to fide with the opu- 
lenty the tyranical __ the rapacious, and to — 
draw their protection from the injured, 
fed; and nenn 773 _ Nr 
Have they ever made an examplary puniſhment 
af men in high ſtation, in civil or military capacity, 


who have been the inſtigators of princes cruelly 


murdered and unjuſtly rH of the abettors of 
the moſt nefarious deeds ; frauds, plunders and mo- 
nopolies; of men who have diſgraced the Britiſh 
name, and the company of ' merchants they repre» 
ſent; of villains who havediveſted, famiſhed, perſet- 
cured and auined nations and individuals, Indian and 
Britiſh ſubjects? if ſome have been ſuſpended for 
a time, they have been-reſtored to their former ſta · 
tions or thefrf command. Haye they ever ef- 
pouſed the cauſe of their faithful inferior ſervants, 
and generoufly contributed: to their ſupport, when 


forced to ſeek for redreſs,” at an enormous expence 


in Weſtminſter-hall ? Had, they found in Leaden- 
hall-ſtreet the juſtice and ſatisfaction, which the 
ought to expect and to demand, government hag 
_ never" interfered; in your interior admiſtration, all 
the branches which were corrupt and vicious, the 
« records 
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records of parliament which I ſhall open in the 
wickedneſs and inquity as will be an indelihle diſ- 
grace upon ſome of your prefidents, generals and 
The time is happily come that every attempt of 
& chartered company to enſlave their fellow ſub- 
Jects will not paſs unpuniſhed, if the American 
colonies are likely to withdraw their allegiance 
from the beſt of ſovereigas, for ſome acts ot par- 
| laments calculated to check their mutinops+{pi- 
rit and reſtrain their trade. What have %% to 
expect from ſovereigns and nations ? you have 
ſuffered to be reduced to the moſt ignonimous 
vaſſalage, and the moſt intolerable-thraldom from 
ur countrymen, whom you have ungenerouſſy 
forſaken, in their complicated diſaſters and calami- 
ties. "Should the ſame ſpirit of perſecution and in- 
Juſtice, influence the council of Bengal, 1 hope there 
is virtue enough in ſome of your ſervants injured, 
to obtain redreſs againſt ungrateful maſters, in their 
own courage and reſolution. Your commerce and 
your empire may be irretrievably loſt in the con- 
vulfive pangs of rage and deſp arc. 
Having . the colonel's campaign ludi- 
croully, it is not in our power to ſupport the irony 
enn. tae 
The colonel no longer able to keep up the idea 
of a Maratta army invading the Korah province, 
and the rains ſetting in, he thought proper on the 
zoth of May to addreſs his lordſhip in the following 
„„ 1-25 SHS 2144 n 
„The Maratta's having made another march to 

e N. W. towards Guallar, it leaves me at liberty 
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FV 
to act without apprehenſion. By the 4th I-intend 
td break up this camp and ſend the troops with all 
expedition to Allahabad:” „ 
This only and ever memorable Bengal cam+ 
Paign.of the colonels being now at an end, it re- 
maths to difpel the cloud of falſe rumours which 
warped the. judgments of many, who were notac- 
quainted with the circumſtances and ſecret cauſe for. 
ropagating theſe reports. We will even prove 
hat the "colonel himſelf was ſenfible there wWas no 
juſt. cauſe of apprehenſion of the Matatta's inva- 
ing. the company's Ally's dominions, or he, was 


n 


unworthy of the ſtation he hel c. 
f the colonel really imagined the Maratta's 
were reſolved to invade the Korah province, ſhould 
be not rather have encamped the troops under his | 
command oh the banks of the Sumna, where they 
were ſuppoſed to enter, inſtead; of the Ganges 
Which left the enemy a ſpace of fiſt) Fur 
miles of country to devaſt, before they could 
reach his encampment”; and what end could an- 
10 5 the throwing up of lines? it was only parting 
the company to a great expence for no purpoſe 
whatever; 'and they were even ſo fooliſhly ill con- 
trived, that had the enemy made their appear- 
ance, he muſt have ſeſt them and gone into Suraja- 
poor, otherwiſe, that city muſt have been plundered 
in fight of his army ; but à ſtronger reafon than 
this would have ſorced him to it; he could not 
have ſüpplied his little army even with the com- 
mon neceſſaries of life and he had fixed his ſheep- 
pen, for. it cannot be caſled with propriety by 
any other name zt ſo grear- a diſtance from the n- 
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45 n would tave Been Sbliged to — 
merely or Vant of water, 
45 theſecond bri ade was ftattoneſdl at All . 
Bach, it Vas only until the Nabbb Soj ah. al Pots 
thaujd' make 2 the. fixch article of the 10 
che Aetk of K pol, 765. The roths Ae 2) 
570 Toh a8 5 Jo 20900 5 exectited; the En 10 
«& Forces fall be ba From i th! Aan 
Ser ks me excepting ſuch as may be Be- 
«"ceftir garriſon of Chanar, "or for the 
<<" Jeferice 8 5 MH of the kin in the city of. 
«Allahabad ff his majeſty ſhould f :quire a i 
« for that pere ſe.” wn pt — 
. any being io alffance with. 1 the m- 
dekors 6 indoſtan; and” 8 8 1 
owlah 3 dy treaty kad *# reed to 
fotmer in the city of Allahabad, aud f a The 
latter in the field againſt | his enemies when ted dic 
ed of Him. If bur troops then remained” 158 
Rabad until” che vizir naBob Spjah al DowJat 
wy the) f Affiſtance, they anſiverad, the, inet i 
E their there ; as the Foe abb, + 'on who 
the e were. ſuppoſed * to. have 2 \demarid- 
for paſt ſeryices, "declared ke bad no intelligenic: 
but from' the rumours” prop 1 2 KS one 
Smith, to Which he, gaße no 42 
more precaution to guard the Rogier of his do 
minions chan if nd fuch report bad eyer been 
N ; is not this ſelf-ſufficient” evidence tg prove 
that 'no Maratta's 'ever intended coming into the 
 Korah province? but allow for, one moment thy 
the colonel alone thought otherwiſe. How can he 
reconcile this with his duty to the company whoſe 
fervant he was; or to their ally, whom he ſerved 
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| ne grnctalicsAidubfuldiGateretioc ſervant would 


only have acted in concert with Sujah al Dowlah 
when called on by that prince, and not ſtepped 


forth the champion, to waſte the blood and trea - 


Jure of his employers to defend his dominions, when 


Sujah al Dowlal had an army ſufficieng to oppoſe 


them, laying inactive in the centre of his domini- 


ons. As an officer, the colonel ought to have 


marched with his four battalions to the banks of 


ratta's coming into the country, inſtead of throw- 
ing up entrenchments at Surajpoor, the whole 
| breadth of the Korah province, from the place 

the enemy were ſuppoſed to enter t. 
It was rumoured about that fifty thouſand 
French were encamped at Bologne ready to be 
tranſported. to Haſtings, and that this was the 
place, and no other they could land at. What 
ſhould be done to an Engliſh general, who inſtead 
of marching to Haſtings went and encamped his 
army at * 1 gun put the nation to 

twenty or thirty th pounds expence for. en- 
trenchments ? 5g i «ty AT; Y —4 
ITbe colonel in his letter of the goth of May to 
his lordſhip mentions, that the Maratta's had mad. 


another march ta the N. W. towards Guallar: 


they did ſo, but they were marching in their own 
country, making a little tower, as the colonel was 


doing, ia the Korah province: they were even 


beyond the mountain which lay about thirty or 
nn of Kalpee. Before . 
made ſuch an uproar, .. he-ought to have allo 
the. poor Maratta's to have: been out of their own 
. country, and to the northward of theſe mountain. 
6. Vol. III. ; U march- 
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then Sujah al Dowiah thould have been preſont. 
Colonel Smith has the honour of being the firſt 
Britiſh commander who ever entrenched himſelf 
from a- few Maratta horfe 3 there was never a 
_ fibalrern in his detachment but would have beat 
them with half the troops he bad under his com- 
mand. Why did he not call in the aſſiſtanee of 
the reſt of his brigades from Allahabad; if he was 
afraid to face them in the field rather than throw 
up entrenchments, when two-thirds of his brigades 
were laying inactive at Allahabad, 0 oy 
Colonel Richard Smith having obtained the com- 
mand of the- army at Allahabad, and with that the 
direction of the king Shah Allum, had an extenſve 
fieldopen to him; in which he ſoon diſplayed his abi- 
ties, not only as a great general, but as a conſurn- 
mate politician, farmer, financier and merchant. 
He took into his ſervice one Kellaram who had 
been a ſervant of Setabroy, aſterwards made nabub 
of Patna, in whoſe name he took from the king 
2 grant of the ſubahſhip of Allahabad, which for 
near three years he held at the rate of ſeven hacks 
per annum, and thereby made an immenſe annual 
profit. He alſo obtained from Sujah al Dowlab, a 
8 excluſively making all the ſaltpetre pro- 
duced in that prince's dominions in the name of 
one Iſhmaelbeg. In the name of the oſtenſible 
miniſter Moneer al Dowlah, he procured the pay- 
ment of the 26 lacks allowed yearly by the com- 
_ pany to the king, and in the name of one Vinca- 
tram, afterwards banyan to Sir Robert Barker, he 
alſo obtained the mint at Allahabad, while he ſta 
tioned his brother captain John Smith at Banar 


who 


; „„ 
| who likewiſe held the mint at that city in the name 
di his banyan Calichurn- The uſe of theſe mints 


was, entremaly convenient, ſot chen there was to 
much b 


conſign his treaſure to his brother at Banaras, where, 
and at Allahabad the rupees ſent up from Bahar, as 
well for the payment of the king's ſtipend as for 
the payment of the troops, were ſweated into vi- 
Ziery cupees, and iſſued at a tate which yielded a 
Profis of eighteen, per cent, to the concerned- 


doned, and therefore. under. a pretence that Sujah 
al Dowlah had encreaſed his army with hoſtile in- 
tentions: the company's troops conſiſting of nine 
battalions of ſeapoys, one regiment and 4wo batta - 
lions of Europeans, with two companies of artil- 
| lay ahd three troops of cavalty were detained at 
Allahabad, upon double batta. But the poor king 


for hen they wanted their accounts to bo ſettlech 
| theyconſtantly applied to our colonel, who far 


preſenting an arzee to the king, and getting him 
to ſign it for; the paſſing of an — fifty 


ö aid to have received ſix lacks as a ver- 


the obſtryctions he met with in his bufinels, has 
een h .αν on this occaſion to have ſaid tatan 
agli gentleman, f enn thuty batting 


Mage Ianwarko, thooka Tekbkerke, 9 ke 
pbhenk dea hong: b 


vrt the animal 15 huge, » a1 1 Shrew. bin 
_— fa morſel,” 10 


4. 4 
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uſineſs at Allahabad, the colonel uſed to 


„T his buſineſs, was too profitable to be eabily aban- 


taleſt o the management of his O oſſicets ; 


ward. from Moneer al Dowlah. ho on account af 
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that t 
To 


ſembly. If their iniquitous deeds have 


t us DENG 
The miſunderſtanding with Sojah al Donn 


is fotherkets until the Por govechbr ef Ce, 


Was frightened or ca ajoled to conſent in No vembet 
780, th 2 deputation S bur eolonet wirt Mr. 
tid Cartier and Mr. CHud RUA which oft = 

the company four lacks of rupees, and on qe 

Smith and Ruſſel obtained very conſiderable 

ſents from Sufah Dow ah. OAT een v4 

By theſe means our colonel ſoon ewerenſtd his 

rite and returned to his native cry, Whert 

His wealth enabled him to corrupt the Hngliſm bur- 

geſſes of Hinden, but he Wund virtus enough 

in the Britiſh ſenüte; to deprive him of à ſeat act 


red by nororious bribery IR 
FBI een arne 


Mis le 

parliame 

or nt eh in regard to the tramſackions of che ; 
rpany*s ſervants, on which the noble Jord 

— ve with er ſupreme civil and military com- 
mand it Bengal had had ſo powerful an influente; 
we ſhall have the fatisfdtion"of'exhibiring to the 
public theſe rapacious and tyrannical eulprits Tek" 
veral of Which were members of the legiſlatu 
could neither biaſs nor corrupt, by th 
& riches in their true colours at the bar of 
Fat 
uns 


the ſeleck and ſecrer committees of this aug 


puniſhed, won os will ſtarid u 
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— the Houlg af. Commons 10 enquire ma 
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10 The murinous defeSionofthorficers ue 5 


my in Beogal, in the year +766, is an event ſcarce- 

1 tobe patalleled — — of nenen 
coun — wr inct an account 

. — it;may, — 

— arten the oircumſtance which is ab 
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of an impartial obſetyer on the ſpar 


clufive of —— — — 
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 field:expences.; 
When, the Ragliſh forces togk; the field, in con- 


junction with the nabob Jaffier Ally — — 


pn —.— of Elaſſey, our —— . — 
agteeably to treaty, defrayed by bis exce N 
99 — 
luments of the officers, by granting them a dou- 


ble — which of cout bined the name 


v 1 —_— of 


given riſe to the combination, al- a | 
_ r Jae | 


—__— ; 
wont and till goes hy the name of . Betta, .ar 
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of. eee ; and lord Clive at that time, 
| in onder that the gent lemen ſuauld ni too con. 
oe dently depend upon the continuance of this ae 
ö bounty; repreſented to them, bat it was mexely a 
| temporary indulgence of che nabob, an indulgence 
not * by our officers in any neden, 

Lodia, and could only continue an thoſe in 


| expence' of 

chawever,.chodgh firſt aa dueed 
| and paidibyiJafies/ Ally Cann, wascinprocels of | 
zime, thromn upon the igompanys; Wha, unwil- 
Ang to adapt ſuab an presedent i; 
Wichſtancling the revenues of ſavwral irie 
nds had been aſſigned over by the na bob to cht 
vompany for doſtay ing the charges of the amy, 
»aflped orden, in the moſt poſitiyr 
wann ne u bnd be 4boliſhpc ;» but: che Lan- 
al, was tequent critical, and the ſupeniur 
ate, 
army nvver failed to <oovince:ths. — 
-<ounctl.of che i of wed # 2 reſolution. 
Itanuſti<e..cemembered, chat [ſhi 
ru buſineſs per ny, pri 
mation preſſed upon lord Clive —— 
-when, at the requeſt of a general coe uf proprie- 

:tors of Kaſt India ſtock, he ns prevailed 

acerpt once more the government of | 
Wich reſolution and diſintereſtedneſs he | 
Fe mentary hour of his arrival ar Calouins, 
meaſures as ſeemed beſt calculated to effect 


*the great purpoſes of his appointment; And-he 
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Fundam Sbliig' the cellar 
Work of all other permanent regulations 2 
he concluded as ſobn as pofſible a" general peace 


—— 09 vom 8 upot terms n ho- 


Fu 


to the company. 


—— 7 ended, it was Aer w 
eee from 2 of our neẽ- 
Ally, Sujah Dowlah, and to —— od 
places, and in ſuch diviſions} as would not on 
be moſt conducive to the health of the ſoldiers, 
but moſt 'tonvenient ſor furniſhing detachments, 
whioh from time to time, might be required t 
aſſiſt in the collection of the revenues, or to march 
upon other accidental fervices. The whole army 


was tegimented, agreeably to the plan propoſed by 


lord Cſtve, and approved of by the company, be- 


tore hin lordſhip- embarked for India: It was aſe 


divided into three brigades, each brigade conſiſt- 


ing of one regiment of European infantry; one 
company of artillery; fix batraſions of 'feapoys (or 


black infantyy) and one troop of rr 8 


with feld officers/in proportion. 
The firſt was ordered to garriſon Mots 
ghyr (300 miles from Cabeutta) under the com» 
2 lieutenantcolonet Sir Robert Fletcher, in 
the abſence of brigadier general Carnac, who bad 
bern called down to the precedeney, to rake his 
ſeut at the ſelect committee, of which che court o 
directors had appointed him a member. The 
t , commanded by colonel Sir Robert 


Baker, was tantoned at Bankipore near Patna, 


abovr 100 miles beyond Monghyr, and the ſe- 
cond 22 r 2 was 
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| und · publio eranquilicy, 
bobby with the eſtabliſnment of a — 2 
5 \ 'of / military! diſeipline and. con 


| = were zetorSingly iffued by the ſelect 
committee to the Toll effec; viz. That on 


mbuld ceaſe; exeepting with the ſeeond e brigade, 
ſtante from -the'prefidency,y/weretondbe allowed 


the 


engaged -4 
vice; we mean; che detachments at 
| ut ſubordinate facteries, and 4 

to fy, they were e have nodbarta ab all 


nature, to omit prefeting thei upon khis occa- 


e eee 5 8 6” 8 n 1 0 . 0 
Pe Allahabad, 20 miles beyond 
the darneſt defire of the king and Bujalviel 
{ir order to ſedute · them againſt ch in a- 
{WPthe Moratta's;- until they ſhould have iſufe- 
Abe r dn army, which 
e Mute war Had, altpoſt entireiy defiioyeds v6. 
The reftoration ( 


eu Have deen effected beſere tha regi- 


mienting of thel troops, afforded a fuvourable op- 
5 rrying me6- eneeution che eom- 


inſtructions relative to ehe reduction of the 


8 mog MOL. Kn; n ande, 


the iſt of '' January; — — double batte 


Which bh account ef the High priee - of prouiſi- 
ons at Allahabad, and tie expence+of procuring 
the neceſſaty articles at ſo great di- 


the double batta in che held, and che dd original 

fingle-batta'ln cuntonments, ot in- garriſon; untill 

Id be recalled within tho provinces for 

the ſame-reafons. 3 was to ie con- 

tinte tõ the troops at and Monghyr r but 
the reft of che army, not- 

refidency, 


„that is 


* The flicers had been-<tool:ſgocesfub in 
aptinft former- oeders-of- che like 


ion. 


. "+ # 4 
Parna, 


ä Fe 1 16 1 br 
. (ow ; a T5. oe} the were; 
1 — nor did. loud 


— nog flatter them wich 


Wome re 
en al double hates 


— 
day.of —— eu the geotlemen of the army, 
t nee all 2 
acquie ez complaint ſeemed; 
Tublideds + Bit chis was only atho. 
Private meetings 


Sade — were formed undder. 
at: „ IS pray ets 


Seen cajref deviled, which e 19-4 
aluernati ve than a mutiny | 
. oft 29,900, ment Ang 


adminifttatzen to e bee 


neral H¹Uůꝰͤ 
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8 cd. in the field, and therefore -concurred” with the 
wink a requeſt that it might 
2 in che ſecond 


Cuffigiently-quRtified 
2 


| © agrens, men well as to 


At 165 1 2 5 
5 . they Warn in unſor to e. 
Ea P wrote th a detachment of their o. ri 


, encamped at Korah ; who confidering chem - 
upon actual ſervice, replied, The der 
35 not in honour immediately jbin in che defec- 


ſane ſervice, they would not continue to 
cammiſſions to the prejudice of ere eee 


| who ſhould reſign. 814 #55 76 e HERR 


1 Ide officers· of the fame corps at 
ii on du in — — 


Allahabads'be- 


_ were as. much upon actual ſervice as thoſe: 


re ſolution of the Korah detachments Such was the 
purport of the anſwer Sent t the. third brigade, 
be communleatod to 
hem to. che Grſt, ++ This ſhare; of \nevtralivy, 
| vas not Jong n 
thegeneral infatuation, as. il — 
he action; and theſe gentle- 
begiant ing were reſtrained hy ſome 


biene e 2 21 Led n a0 
7 0 
* Fall-thderieysoreutives all 
night cone from their aſſaciarss,! and 
hey: ſhould think pr ——— 
a they Oper» Near 
n oi Kaptaias and ſubaſterns re in = 
43 time:colleced, and locged in the haydv of 
be adjuta ats and quarter-maſters; in order! de 
eee offerte of the ca. 
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n June, which way 
the day fixdd\ upon for. the general reſignation, 

though; to gloe d colour of moderatiot to their 
proceedings, they determined to make an offer 
afqheir ſerwices ub volunteers till the 1gth of the 
fache tmontb, by w bich time they imagiged a füt 
anfiver: might de obtained from lord Cie, br che 
fele& committee, in their fav eure 

All öffters upon detsched parties, of whom 


diſtant parts of rhe country; were written to 

their particular friend, of is the hae of the 
brigade to which they belonged; ee prot . 

chern te enter into the combination, and not th d 
vulge the affair - Wirk regard to theſe d hb were 
ent doing duty with theif reſpective brigades, 
they bend themſelves by a ſole mn oath to fecrec h, 
and kept it fo ftrictly; that even the field Officers 
upon: the pot entertained not the feat fufpfcßon Uf 
what was going forward: they were Ukewiſe fworn 
to preſervo eden at the hazard of their own 79 
the Hfe of any offfeer whom 1 N 
_ tout martiul might Conde mm to dearth" But in 

order as far as poſſible, to avoid incurrigg the'pe- 
nalties of motiny and deſertion, they determine 
to reſuſe their uſdaĩ advante of pay for the month 
of June rene e Se eu en Nonst 
Ms an expedient to prevent any recantation in 
this confpiracy, Lach officer bound Hitmtſelf in 4 
nalty bond of five hundred pounds nt t fe. 
accept his commiſfion, if offered; except i 
ebvditiin of baring th Wie and f FI 
= 10 and, to dbviate che migfortime'sf Eord 
Ave's proving ſo reſolute as to reject their de- 


there wert d confiderable” number, in varidus #nll = 


_ eivit{eryice, in aid of the militaty-cauſo4;Theſe | 
: mories, | ether ſuch forfeitures of ere 5 
Fn dppunds penalty 
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| 50 BY t proper to * in The field EAR 1 
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un, et mene 


Abr, 
Yes 4 wy Kale bi rank: 
conſid nl ſum — tou have 


a 8 privatel by gentlemen in the 


ſe 1 8 t-be aches ge out. = \ 
pe 5 ho mh be yon even though 
aeral ſhould-be requeſted to reſume 

Ons, and the double batta be re-efta- | 
upon its former footing,” by the ſame 


3 of their voyage to Pure 


go: t6 be . and Sommiſfons of equal 


rank pur in the king's regiments; to wich 
| 4 porches doſed. their mode: of ald 2 


che company's ſervice would prove the-leaſt- 
ryRtion.. The plot was thus ripening, When 4 
rcurſian cee whichyopuld 8 
{pi ire 1 1 2 Jen's zona] hopes of ſucceſs, fine 
it . dollicate for the ſervice of at 
3 my cnt 15 ade, about the very ſame time 
upon for the general reſignation. » Ihe cig- 
. le allüded to, was the ſudden approach 
be between fifty and ſixty thouſand e to- 
fe the klöntiers of Korah, about one hundred 
and, fixt) 7 miles 5 wo 1. 75 8 
N it w '\expedient, that Col 
wit and of. the {econd. ee 
uropean regiment, which jt was 
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the _ 5 
uch was euatian of l ir bs 
when Lord live. and: General oe Tet out 


from Calcutta, in order de tegulare; with Mr. | 
Sykes, (reſident at the .nabob's court) the col- 5 | 
lect ions of the revenue, at Muxadavid 1 855 
tor the year. enfuing; to receive from Sujab Dow 
lab, che balance..due of the fifty. lacks of rupees | 
(fix hundred; thouſand 1 Mi pulated « 
treaty/in-Augut, 1 765;; and to h as congr 
with thoſe princes of the Empire who were wr Ph 
of farming alliances to prelerve thettiſelves and 
the: Ve draw. the, incurſions | „„ - 
1 5 Fey * R 5 
de arrived ey in . 1766, at 
jerk Gl and; was now adjuſtirig 2 15 8 | 
2 revenues of Bengal, Which was to *complear - 
has buſineſs at the city, when he received a letter 
dated. che 9th of that month, from Mr. 3 | 
a gentleman in council at Calcutta, inclofing a 
remonſtrance from the ; officers of the third by 
gade, :telatiye' to the reduction of the batta; re- 
Preſenting in very; exaggerated: terms the high 
price of prhyiſions, neceſlaries, &, and requeſt- 73 
ing that the late Joußle allowance might e 
tinued. The board thought proper to defer ſend- 
ing any anſwer to this until they, conld obtain Lord 
Clive!s. ſentiments. thereupon. He, without de- 
> communicated his opinion to Mr. Vereiſt, 
that the ta if it had not been 1 ZN 
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acertained, pet it may f not * Improper it 0 2 
math that he former are much cheaper 1 
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5 was never known ; that the a 

dearer o og ptopottion 10 ſmal 

n 9 hae” 9 and 2 
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could poffibly be ſpared from immediate fervice . 


on the coaft of Coromandel; and Hkewiſe to fuch 
| eadets, and others as wight be thought qualified 


to bear council, to hold themſelves in readi- 
neſs to embark for Bengal on the ſhorteſt notice. 


The committee were unanimous in the meaſute 
ſuggeſted by the committee ; and on the 1ſt, of 


»- 1 
n 44% 
— 


i hve followed; the en government wight 
„ "aha che very exiſtence of the company in 


* 


"I 
1 


8 A kot olf their diſpatch | to. Fört Rt. 
General Gaillard was at this time gone to th 
northward ta accommodate; either by u tign 
or force of arms, the diſputes between the nabob 
of Areot and the Subah of the Decan; and as it 
"Might be neceſſary for the governor and council at 
_ - Madrafs to nga; his opinion, how far the r 
from Bengal could be complied with, Mr. Verelſt 
eranſmitted.t6 the general à copy of Us 
2 letter, which proved 41 means of 
the preparations the ſupply required. 
Tord Clive in the mean time, wrote to 
- Smithy Sir Robert Barker, and Sir Robert Fletcher, 


pon the ſubject of the aſſociation, incloſing 0 
each a copy of the letter written by the committee 


to the council, that they might have full informa- 
tion of the meaſures that were intended to- fake 


place ; at the ſame time, giving them authori ” 
make public his ſentiments 1 they were like! 
have any good effect. 


Ftom this time to the ſecond of May, 3 


1 intelligence was received; The ſilente of - | 


lonel Smith and Sir Robert Barker, gave his lord- 
ſhip ſome hopes, as he expreſſed himſelf that day 
in a letter to Mr. Verelſt, That the officers had 
mutually deliberated upon their ſcheme, and found 
it not very conveniently praCticable ;” adding, I 

ne, that Teoiti us ſtead in * 
ke they will venture to brave t conf uen- 
The firmneſs wich which we have hitherto 


deppen our civil regulations, muſt leave them 


n e l e od 
2 
a 2.4, | 8 4 8 4 ALI * N A 1 4 


* 
- * 
” - * 
* - — . 
* — — 2 — — — WS 
—_— — — — — —  — — ͤů — ù—— _—— — — tr tgp * — —— 
1 —— 99 — o 


r . 7 


1 


| 50 conylnced him N that the third brigade: oY 


moned I fince, 


„ hours, however, | brought * —_— | 
| — — N. nn the, 27th of Apt, 


$ Unanimous as the fir in his apſwer he directed. 
2 mb 2 9 1h to 4 out, .if.. patſible, the 


33 jonß were flepor 
** _ — 95 ers whole conduct 
to. comg under the conſtruction, of mutiog.,and. 

them priſoners at Bankipore, till 3 ge 
A. corre marijl of field officers could be ſum 
2 trial by their, comrades would 
have been very. ine ffectyal, and it was too evident, 
that unleſs the ſeyerity of martial law were enefted 
to puniſh the prinicpal, inſtjigators of this combi 
3 therg would ſoon be an end of diſcipling 
bythe army, and. of. abel ia the, Eaſt. Ind 


Nn. over all their, ſervants... 7 iS 8004 
4 N the ſame time, ſear 
to cologel Smi Sir Robert A ag la. 


the po feen 0 2 Ban 1s mentioned a | 
ned firſt, brig was addreſſed to captain 
No Th. ol Town Pearſon, A 
MP... ecretary to genera nac 
hos — — Jollows ; - w eat en IE; 


a? 


4 


„ + 446 i * : : 1 * 
N * 477 "3% 
” * , - « 
: : 2 > Tr TRY 1 
is Ä 0 1837 * 


5 ho ta begren 2 it ws ia July and 


ih ys 3 that you . will*concut, 
* * terms. 
This 


„ 
n no baſty ill conducted ſcheme, ug 
| fettled/'reſolution'of che three brigades,” who are, 
to à man, reſolved ro ſend ever officer to ever- 
laſting coventry, who vefuſes to join in a cauſe fa. 
juſt and honourable, We therefore beg, that you 
will, immediately upon receipt of this, tranſmit 
vdr ſentimests to ſome of your friends here, wha 
may commufmcate them to us. We further 4 
e \will confider maturely on this ſudject, be- 
fore you come to any reſolution; for depend upon 
it; we are determined to go through with it, at * 
riſque” of life,” fortune, grout OT Toe thing. 
that is dear and ſacred. 


The gentlemen ' at Moradbau may; be able to 
8 you of material circu ds Till wo 
ankwer, we ate truly and W 15 
ye yo Lobt friends; | 
ap april 1966; | ache firſt brigade.” 


The 1 M | dibrachailg; incblonad: in 
this ſetter, belonged to a confiderable detachment 
duty at the city. They were all at "this 
rime deeply concerned in the combination; but 
lord Clive — upon the ſpot, made them ſenfi- 
ble — their folly, and prevented be my 
throwi their commiffions. © © 8 

- Oliths 24th of April; Sir Robert tile wins 
in to lord Clive, acquainting his lordſhip with 
more full SS Mich dE the determination of the 
officers,” and with the meaſures he was purſuing, 

pond rig it, but to prevent any 3 
— anger when it ſhould come to an 

* „ to mutiny had 
| my $5 b 


—— 


e RS Kail os preteen» 
5 Clive was under ſome uneaſineſs on acgoyntef the 


| the-whole, ſcheme; had been atiginally planged; 
and Sir Robert Flatcher's:filence added much to 


- bis 


garriſom at Monghyr, where he had reaſan4o-think 


z ſor it was now. the 4th.of May and the 


dcaly letter he had received ftom that gentleman 


̃ len himſelf of the names of the ptincipals, and 


\” 


aſſociation ; directing him at. t 
take the moſt effectual means of 


uponithat ſubject, - was, dated: chg-2.5th of Aptil.; ; 


| he-therefore thought proper to repeat his former 


injunctions, that Sir Robert Fleteher ſhould in- 


of as many particulars as poſſible; relating ta the 
ſame time to 
ring the-fide- 
lity of che ſubabdars, | or,commanding officers of 


f tbe black troops, in caſe the European ſoldiers, or 


8 "Re the other two brigades pt with like: — 


their: demands; and in the mean time they 


9 This actual rt 


the ſeapoys had betrayed any ſymptoms of dilaffec- 


tion; however, before theſe inſtructions were di- 
patched, a letter arrived from Sir Robert Fletcher, 


| dated the firſt ef May, wg one to him ſtom 


42 of his officers, together with a copy of his an- 


2 and alſo a letter to him from Sir Robert 
Barker :; the letter from tha ofſicers, was agcompa- 


nie by their commiſſions, which they requeſtad 
Sir Robert would keep, till an anſwer. ſhould ar- 


rive from thoſe who had the power of granting 


inciple, they 


him, that as they reſigned from pr 
kindle 


og Mr: Na r 


brigade no longer —— lord. Clive to doubt, 


— 


Waply v 
hu from 
athſtance of the xchants, - * 
neceflary, The letter to the gentlemen of council, 


t Calcutta, incloſing the officers addreſs to Sit. 
Kober Fletcher, was therefore diſpatched Without 


Hela, The. next day, the gth of May, a . 5 


from Sir Robert Barker, dated the zoth of A 


informed lord Clive, be on wag 29th the Me 
of his brigade had made 


reſolution to refign Tp rigs ns an the firſt, of 


May, though they were Sling to ſerve without 
either pay or batta till the 15th, by which time. 


. ſuppoſed lord Clive would reach Nals, or, ; 


His anſwer to their demands. 


Sir Nobert Barker, after having aſſempled _ | 


officers, repreſented. to them, that che 


8 
he hoped for their om fakes, 
the conſequences, and re 


crime. t 


not fall 


* at the 


eee 


off.” LT 2 A 


ler 


the men at — 5 hed. expreſſed their reſalu- 
tion to wer 


apres 
Ly ana and mentioned alto an infor; | 
7 ; 1 * AY © kad > „ 272 A 7 
W * * * | 3 5 . | : 


2 | 5 : 


inted with their | 


leſs. than mötiny, 7 1 


% 


g 
i 
4 


, "OS — —_— . 
—— —— —ͤ 2 ˙ —y—„— — = 


221 
— 22 a”. — — 


Foc the ca — 
P. es thetn down priſoters to * | 


| 4 58 A 1 $+-3n li it. „ " 
-i 5 LI n 1 8 810 UD l 4 N * AY 


Barker; which 


»» 


Ka bene et tris 
under pretence of redacing: 


5 0 Ferre '# +97 7 


C 


Woe 


1905 W ts! "6 0 N * „ 

. "The aucun of, es officers ofthe third bets 
gade, 2 

not certainly known; but between and 
of _ s in — Panki ipote, 
yo 20 to their engagement. Ids 
rt of May in the forenoon; $ieRdber 
vie Ag the following" laconic epiſtle from 
his' Safutant ac hw Bot 7503 +4: Pane * 
1— den ei ing Ly Wo ©. od! vubeo 
i OY wy Luk can 12 "453 * 
e en E8tolops 


from 


4 The incloſed OY now brought to 


m ond bf then Amected to you I Ted by 


ire of the officers of the hire: -brigads;” the 
think not 3 


Ster Þ bbtloyes ven Gil 


1 
55 ei atn;' Rr bed Wing tale * 18 
As offs Your Yoſt obedlent beide bree 


11 6. en ee. 998 Ms IN SAN ALI 


. The better directed t Sir Robert 
Nr, Rodertſon edelste (and which- Sir Robert 
returived with an affuranee that W-would put the 
ſeverity of military law in execution, if any man 
ſhould milde dae) was ſigned; officers of the third 


N Ly contained « repetition of their grievan- 


— 


nme 2 


fixty 


54 


* 7 * rr * 


ker, colonel of the third brigade, t 


ede wolock- I "ito (10434896 


was principal and active member of the aſſoria- 
therefore 
the parade, that he Gxdabdioddlor Bin eee Gl. 


* of future ſervics ; ome expreſs | 


"Db regard for the colonel, 


to ack as volunteers, and obey 


af the abonth,. when they expected eo? 0 


lord Clive's definitive 
10 de net . added, wat the * 


A mY 
WL 


_ Ogg 1 ne jo * Bs 8 W at: beg. . g 
Se bac To ufig Robe: 


4 * k or bie FARM 1 jt1 4: Ny ABS at, 


a! ine 5 


Hatter; IRS», N ts 902,406 vt ien Ht 


sl: HH 0 68 a Oe See . 


(146. Wie debe that you wil before twelye-elvck 
fend our commiſſions to Sir Robert — 


Encloſed; letter. WW $3400 Rein: 2; gone ee 


20 be 64) ee eee ee 62's MI 2 
036601 + our 


2 


. : 
IE N 
Mig 27 EY 15 . 7285. 380 e T7 


Sir Robert Barker had, before this, ſuſpetted, 
butiwas ant fufficienty! certain, that the adjutant 


mtinpaced to him ai day upon 


bon t ble 


mien intimen Mr. 


Leben zin equſequence 
w hin the eee 


| n lax n r Eee e 


9 Fo K 11 Fee £31 e $414, 10, NIP: 
(G won „% ene 3a, 1o eg N 
eee 2165: hy Don, wu buck, . «BIN, 

TAGANILEC 7 «97 01 Macs ** n . 


4 2 ok 7 
| tes 
e eee 223 4.921191 51 ot 10 80%») 0 
7 e Hain 1105 0 t dr [apa W 


4. #44! 4 Aa B91 Men 236 077 


1 well oddttod a Wins Sh 1 


want a * — — au m 
had at bs 1 — 


; X PIERS 114 N 


Your xs 
5 becauſe you deſired i 17 — 

** Ty if the latter, I muͤſt 
char I. without having done any thing omilitary 


or improper, reſignad he ervice this morning, 
releaſing myſelf from military orders, 8 
ted, examined, but choſe Cones cotnmiſſi · 
ons; amongſt which mine was one. If I have 
dona wrong, I muſt bei brought {befors/ th civil 
power, having freed myſeif from all military t- 
| ſtrictians. num uit 34 KA 
Jo leave ihis immediately will be / to loſe all L 
am worth; ſo un — neceſſary ra feed mt 
p „that may know where te apply fure· 
after f reficution. © 2 11 ee ada ans 
e en Sn, 1 

* Tadrobeiliont 8 
AN. . uf dt 61664 546 N 1 
de party; ine Fae ire F. Robertſon,” 
_—= 69 3: arter: wh een ne 4:4 4867 
This letter did not-intimidate-Sir:Robert Barker 
from forcing Mr. Nobertſon, and three others 
ton proceed immediately 20 Calcutta v a ma- 
frog which! contributed much to the preſerbing 
good order and 3 in his brigade _ 
' x5throf May. ; | 
5 a e n 
itz}, lord Clive . to leave the buſi- 
— * unfiniſhed, to ä 


_a 


+ 
— 
— — Ä ¶ wuuů p ̃ Ai!p. .. WY IO 
—_— * — -- - OL. = 


—— 


5 * ba 2 a 
An 7 80 
5 
. 


Ho 


J 04 . 


1 WHI : 5 8 92 


Wil bt: 


3 om Mut 6 eg 
£2 fro E 1 2 75 1 | g 
and al 

4 b of Saver 

| 5 F r Ten lee 16 Whft 

| 3 
«1 1 : 
: 


br = bel 
15 
: e = 81 1 — a 
"ac F 


i pe 1 
2 nh 


TL. USAL 


en 3.26 


5 


| * 


as e 


== 


Ss 


an gccouagt fr 
28 n, remonſtfat 
wen dene 0 2 


zot * 


caution thouſd be 


Ne ', 


that it Was — 


15 on: 
hyion, 


Em 


tra >, 
of March 


FI 


97 10 4 4 3” the. pe offi 
= 5 . 


5 1 e 


| 5 x : plank 


" 


Ky 
Ins 


"IC 


: 
o 


a 
"2 


# 
* 
* 
4 . — 
We 
» 
* 


Na 
12 85 75 


b 
IT 5 {Dal 


N end Eee Free com- 
ban dw eu 5 and for warde the 
lettet to rhe ho 287 Fu " 20 by. 
„ Diting theſetranſoRicns: the 2 at 0 
Seen e then into e 
che commitree's diſpatch -Fvtth, T 0 
oĩation of the offers being folly zofi rmed; "at - 
thoſe of ine: Bett brigade having ab 1 nden 
their commilfions,-the! board Una 
| cable to an itrtimation ſiven them lord 
Clive, that -w lötter ſubuld He wiltten NE 
best Phetoker, or the _ Nr . A. 
ghyr/ enproſſing their ſe ſack a 
| and” un darrantable protecting 4 20 6 
ki! ro : of a ah bs 205 . 2 
offered, and to order down Ces, e | 
pace of twenty-four" Hours,” every man. * 12 
reſigned the ſervice; finer W coofiden 
prudentiy be placed in tile tak of 't chte u be bad 
deferred their duty, in A fruher {6 / 1 
with the character of officets' On? They 
| e e thas "he { 


together e 
the who "May. l 


—— e eee FAR . 
bay, urgipg the neceffity c Ev events 00 to 
aſſult Bengal in this emgr 17 „ahh requeſting 
they would, without lofs 2822 embark all' th 


* 


the a 


geg S then pr 
Bly may appgz r it. is 
ee 
nt at Calcutta, 
eggs x6 le. ahe-compan MA 0 
40 ing, eV ge 8 125 Pramle 2 5 
Ver; Of AF to. | 
dares wn IS My ers, if. it | 
d. that, 3 
3 
* G Lu TY 
ot, me 
er ee 114 rom 
10 the f 


* 
an 4th ator Aa Pi fe POE l As 
| Pas, ; — 
4 * . * 
8 * * >. - 


r eee 


* : 


= ihe » riot 1 of affairs' would admit © = 
no delay im the reply; and” che colonel won: 
dently yer d with the delertibn of hi 


Ford Clive cherefore hebrirk abi oel M 
"a Full zuthörzey to dc, ig reſpe&t to forming 
3 wich 'neighbourin ' princes, in ſuch 
"as the emergency of affairs, might 7 
Av ® the'rehgharion of "its Sheets, at the time 
of the enejtty's nearer approach,” might Ue artond- 
ed with the moſt fatal Cog RIES, his tordſhlp 
inpoywered-the 'colonel provided he ſhould judge 
that the troops were ripe 55 mvtidy; and theres, 
find himſelf reduced to the utmoſt extremity, But 
. other circymſtances erer, 0 wake 
ms with the malecontents:””_ © 
"This day-and the next Lord Clive ee 
father eee! Sir 5 A 4 
preſſing che hi inion of t ity 
troops Saaler 3 „ He would ſtake his life 
upon 1 good behaviour, notwithſtanding the _ 
pretienfions entertained by Sig Robert Barker,. 
12 that the worſt which could happen 
Was 4 * the as * * 


— 


2 * 


0 Ar _ 4 
. 24 * — 
PP „ 2ð*—⁵vðB²* ́ 22 — — Tom — — — E922 — o % — bt 


Es 
25 


bod III. 


RT - --- 
* 


1 
6 
* 
1 
: 
o 
. 
= - 
- 3 
4F 
x4 
- 
* 
WE | 
8 


2 


—— — oo — 2 


1 — = _= 
—ͤ ũ—ÿ4ẽAn — Cer 22 — _ 3 — 7 
* = a - — N 
— 4 — 
-_ 


; ES 
Vince the ſubalterns'thar the brigade would not B 


. heir affociates from the other 


Eitirely deftiruce of officers, + Soon after upon 9 


receipt of lord Clive's lettet of the 1 3th, de in 
' ted the gentlemen to duty a day longer: but B 


of chem began now, to be very troubleſome; and 

appeared'to intend e on the artival of 
igades, | be i | 

The deſeription of affairs at 1 


1 this period been collected from Sir Robert Fletebet. 
It may, however, be not improper to take a vi 


of them from the officers who were re i. \ 
ther from Moolajyb. 

On the arrival of küche ee at Morbir, 
che tzth of May, about nine 0 clock at night, 
they were ſurpriſed to hear the grenadict's march 


| beating, at then the reveille, When they came to- 


Sir Robert Flercher's quarters, they there found 
half the Futopran regimentafſembled, and finging 
atid the drummers beating. 
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would attend them, if they ſhould in this manner 


deſert the fervice'; that a combination to refign 


their commiſſions all on the fame day, could be 


conſidered as no lefs a crime than mutiny: an if 


the'foldiers thould be tempted to follow heir ex- 


ample, the miſchief would not end without blogd- 
ſhed, and the murder of many of their country- 
men: that lord Clive came firmly reſolved not ro 
yield up 88 25 to them, and would rather þ ave 
eat 


' death than condeſcend to make terms with a ſet 
of men who were enJeavauring to aboliſh all mili- 
tary diſciplioe and ſubordination. They farther 
. remonſtrated upon the ingratitude of their beha- 


viour to his lordſhip, who had already given to 
the amount of neat 70, oool. as a fund for the fup- 


port of all officers and men who ſhould be invalid- 


ed, or worn out in the fervice, and likewiſe for 


the maintenance of the Widow. '; 
In anſwer to theſe arguments the officers decla- 
ted, Thar they were ſolemnly bound to quit the 
' brigade, whatever might be the conſequence ; that 
they had imagined unanimity in the meaſure muſt 
have enſured ſucceſs ; bur that could they have 
ſuppoſed lord Clive fo inflexible, they would never 
have formed the combination, That as to his 
lordſhip's generous donation to the army, they 
were entirely ignorant of it, Sir Robert Fletcher 
not having communicated to them a e of the 


matter ; and that had they been informed of it, 


gratitude, as well as ſelf-intereſt, would certainly 
prevented their preſent conduct. They then alledg - 
ed that Sir Robert himſeif originally ſet this com- 


bination on foot, artfully making them the inſtru- 


ments of an oppoſition to lord Clive's government: 
they acknowledged the probability of a mutiny a- 
mongſt the ſoldiers; but declared at the ſame 
time, that ſhould it happen, they would exert 
their utmoſt endeavours to quell it. Several of 
them, particularly captain Goddard, lamented the 
want of an opportunity to acquaint lord Clive and 
general Carnac with the part Sir Robert Fletcher 


had acted, in beginning and promoting this un! 
fortunate affair ; but deſired major Champion, and 


captain Smith and Peatrſon, would not fail to re- 
port 
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port I aſſeftions, the truth of which, they fd. 
"they were well able to prove. 


fo were ordered out to the camp of Curaopore, 
two miles from n fort. The reſt ot TT 
* Clive's detachment officers remained in garri- 


| fon, to be ready in caſe of a mutiny of the Euro- 
- peans, which began now to be apprehended. At 
eleven o'clock at night, two battalions of fe 

were marched, under command of captain Smith, 
to the exercifing: ground, where they lay upon 


\ 


their arms till morning ; when the captain propo- 
ſed to Sir Robert Fletcher, that they ſhould return 
to their own parade, not only as it commanded the 
principal gates, but as detachments could be more 
readily made from thence to different parts of the 
garriſon; and that in order to obviate any ſuſpl- 
cion, it ſhould be given out, that lord Clive being 
hourly expected, it was neceſſaty to keep tho ſea- 
poys in 3 fort, leaſt they ſhould ſtragg gle, and 
not quickly drawn up on his lordſhip's A. 
This advice was immediately followed. 

In the afternoon captain Smith received an as - 
from Sir Robert Fletcher to get the two battalions, 
under arms and to march with all poſſible expedi- 
tion to the European barracks, the ſoldiers having 


mutinied, the captain had neither ſubaltern nor 


ſerjeant to aſſiſt him. One of the reſigned pfficers 
happening at that moment to come on the parade, 
the captain ordered him to take the cammand of 
one of the battalions; but finding that he heſitated 
to obey, he turned from him, and gave the com- 
- mand of it to a black 1 10nah 9 charge 
. the other himſelf,.. ee 


n the 1 3th major Champion and tali 3 


# 's 2 
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| As. the mutiny was riot unexpected, he bad 
pe reviouſly taken a view of the ground near the 


tracks, Adjoining to theſe is a hill, whereon 


(nes the falloting battery, which he was appre- 


henſive the nwtineers would endeavour to ſeize ; to 
avoid any fignal of his approach, he gave orders. 
that the battalions ſhould march in the proſound- 


elt ſilence, Inſtead of proceeding the common 
road, round the bill, he got up the back of it, and 
ſuddenly took poſſeſſion of the battery, by which 


means he had the full command of all the barracks, 


the ſoldiers had actually got under arms, intending 


to follow their officers, and the artillery were pre- 
aring to do the ſame; but the appearance of theſe 
two dattalions of ſeapoys, with fixed bayonets, 


threw them into confuſion, of which captain 


Smith took the advantage, and told them he would 


immediately fire upon them, if the 9G did not retire. 
ceably to their quarters, Sir Ro 


bert Fletcher - 


wa, ho was now arrived, harrangued and di- 


ſtributed money amongſt the mutineers, and gave 
likewiſe ro each of them two rupees. They affur- 
ed him, they had heen made to. believe chat be 
was to head them, otherwiſe not a man of them 
would have thought of turning out; adding that, if, 
| that was not; the caſe, they would not mind their 


officers, but live and en with him alone. While 


Sir Robert was talking to the men, ſeveral of the 


officers came and told him, that as they heard tbe 


| Europeans had mutinied they were willing to of- 
| fer him en their aſſiſtance. This he refuſed, and or- 
gered them all to quit the garriſon, within the 
ſpace of two hours, under pain of being ſent off 
wich guards, Before fix o'clock they acccord- 


were * two of whom were then confined to their 


beds 


- - yogly departed; three only of the whole brigade. - 
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beds. Sir Robert Fletcher's own account of this 
. laſt rranſaQtion, appears in his letter of that night 
to Lord "Clive, in which is the tollowing ST 
extraordinary paragraph: a ; 
Some haye been ver) teil ne and par- 
eicularly 1 thoſe whom I have all along ſuſpected, 
and whoſe confidence I uſed every art to gain 
in January laſt, when 1 heard that the whole 
were to form a plan of quitting the brigades with- 
cut giving any warning, 1 even went Jo far as to 
approve of ſome of their ſchemes, that they might b 
do nothing without my Knowledge, 
After peruſal of this, it will naturally be. Ie» | 
collected that the earlieſt intelligence HE by 
Sit Robert Fletcher, of the combination of his 
officers, was in his letter to lord Clive dated * 
25th of April, fix days only before the day of 
reſignation,” In the morni 55 of the 15th of 
May, lord Clive and genera Carnac arrived at 
. Where they were immediately inform - 
ed of all the circumſtances above related ; Sir 
Robert Fletcher the ſame day took an opportu« 
nity, in converſation with lord Clive, to repeat 
the matter of his letter to bis lordſhip of the 
Sy of May above quoted, but upon Ruiz ſub- 
„lord Clive for reaſons which will hereafter 
Fi mentioned, did not think proper at that time 
to expreſs any diſſatisfaction. Orders were if, 
1 that night for the whole brigade to be 
rawn out the next day, lord Clive intending to 
review them. Early in the morning ofthe 16th 
he accordingly went to the parade, Where the 
meg appeared in very good order, though very 
thinly officered. The European ſoldiers require 
my attention; 3 he * e 127 | 


* 55 . : - * * 
* 


1 


ye 


their officers had committed: explained to them 

. the ground upon which the diffstisfaction bac 
- ariſen ; informed them that the double batta y 
merely an occaſional extraordinary allowance, an 

fever till now looked upon, much lefs de- 


manded, as'a right, that the withholding it was 


an ae of the company, the governor and coun= 
Lil therein only obeyed. the es 
- of the court of dir & | 

which the gentlemen of this battalion. had form- 
eck, to refign the ſervice altogether on the fame. 
day, was no leſs a crime then.mutiny, for which 


the ringleaders would certainly undergo the ſe⸗ 


veteſt puniſhments that martial law could inflict; 
and the moſt of the inferior offenders ſhould Be 
ſent away to. England by the firſt ſhips of he 


enſuing ſea fon : he further obſerved to them, het 
he was himſelf. a ſoldier, and had always been e 
friend to the army ; and he bad lately given þ 


very ſtronig inſtahce of his regard both to the of-. 
ficers and private men, having. eſtabliſhing, a. 
fund for. the ſupport of all thoſe who ſhould be 


— 


1 or worn out; and alfo to the , widows 


f thoſe” who ſhould did in the ſervice, He con- 
chided with exhorting them to behave. with re- 


G 


8 and ſobriety, and to do their duty as ſal⸗ 
a de "0, 


ould, till the arrival of officers, who were 5 


then on tte road to *Monghyr. - 

Hle then ſpoke by an Interpretor to the ſeveral 

| barralions of black troops, and highly applaude 
them for the inſtance they had fo lately given of 


their ſteadineſs and fairhful attachment to the com- 


pany ; 


ſ 5 24 > NY | DN W's 

5 wes | 1 191 1 E \- * 
Elk to them. in the firongeſt terms: be kepfess 
Tenred to them the heniouſheſs of the crime 


ots 3 that the combination. 
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ten ſor the months of May and June, the whole 


5 tired without dom and N Wiler __ | 


Fs froth the commander in chief ; expreſſed their 


tw, 


{he di tributed honorary rewards to the- fs 
phony be dirs and non-commiſhoned officers, 
and ordered double pay to be iſſued to the private 


brig gade was much pleaſed kk theſs marks of re- 


faction and gratitude with decent acclamations z 
ind when they were diſmiſſed from the parade te- 


tern. ; 
0 detachmenr of the ſeapoys, 2s the next day | 
Arik war in queſt of the teſigned officers, who were 


now encamped within a few. miles of Monghyr, in- 


e Neben they had already met with. Lord 
N 


. © tending to wait the arrival of their aſſociates from 


the brigades, and conſult together upon the unex- 


on ſuſpecting their intentions, gave orders that 
they ſhould immediately proceed to Calcutta and 


— 


aſſured them chat if they did not depart quietly. 


the detachment ſhould convey them away by force. 
This meflage had the defired effect, and the de- 
rachment ſoon returned: to the garriſon, with an 
account that the Malcontents having divided them- 
felves into ſmall parties, were all. gone towards 
the prefidgncy, ſome. by water and ſome by land. 
Several ſubalterns from the out factories, who had 
not joined in the combination, and who. had re- 
ceived lord Clive's orders to repair to Monghyr, were 


by this time arrived, and ten or twelve others ex- 


pected in a fe days from Calcutta. 

Affairs being thus happily ſettled at Monghyr, | 
lord Clive and general Carnac reſolved to proceed 
on the 17th to. Patna, from whence they could the 
more \ ably convey n to colonel _ 

W 


e he .- 4 
tention. In the mean; time, they ſent forward'a 
few officers to Sir Robert Barker; with orders, in 
caſe their preſence ſnould not be abſolutoly -necef- 
ſatytat Bankiporey to march wih all poſſible expe- 

dition to Allahabad, where they would receive fat- 
ther orders from colonel S mitn 
Neither the officers nor the men at Bankipore 
behaved in ſo tumuhuous à manner as thoſe at 


* 


Robert Fletcher, as ſo much cooler had they 

oo tbeir duty, had they not. been appre- 
e that ſome of che ringleaders would be called 
to acegunt by a court-martial-z' at which thoſe that 
tetracted might be ohliged to officiate, contrary to 


ihe oack chat had bound them to protect the lives 


of each other. As to his European regiments;, 
conſiſted chiefly of new recruits who ſhewed net 
the leaſt diſpoſition to be troubleſome. His chief 


deficienty was in artillery officers. - He therefore 


took the command of that corps himſelf,” and like- 
wiſe a battalion: of ſeapoys. Lieutenant colonel 
_ was: very inſtrumental in preventing a total deſer 


tion of ſubalterns, and in preſerving: diſeiphne a. 


mongſt che Europeans in the cantonments, whilſt 
major Gragt took charge of a conſiderable diviſion 
of the-brigade, which Sir Robert Barker had pru- 
dlently detached upon the firſt information he re. 
ceiyed of the intended reſignation. © | 7 * Nn 2 * 
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Went baue wrote to me for leave to 8 


. — 1 
48 gene- iv an t of an; 


— in the lines of Serajapore, under the | 
n Smith, Who being in a very 


| = r as it was imagined-of 


2 and at a great diſtance from that relief 
ich the other beigadogumight obtain, dels 

"under pe culiar diffioulties. at 

* On os 6th of 3 two. 

only excepted, wrote to the colonel, for leave to 

reſign their commiſſions, ſome demanding their 

diſcharge immediately, others on the firſt o* June. 


His aſtoniſhment at this extraordinary conduct, and 


the re ſolution be immediately expreſt in his letter to 


tte ſelect committee and his general orders iſſued 


3 day. of borate 


2 t leds and gendemen, Ate. 


n 19 909 r 4 
22 44 Wick. A. abated 


acquaint you, 
that the major part of the officers of this * | 


cCommiſſions: ſome have demanded their diſehar 
. immedintely, others at the-expiration of the laat 
I eraoſwit you a copy of the orders of the day, 
Which will ſnew in lively colours my opinion of 
Adee e In the mean _ I ——— your 
Imme eee _— W our 
r Can #3 Seq 7! we — 


The officers of the . Nahabad work 


| _ alſo ſigned. a requeſt of the fume naruee 4 bot, as it 


_ was ſmuggled to me, without coming through the 
- Proper channel I ſhall return it to them; however 
ir ſerves to COnvAnes me that this is a ms” 


„ ae y 


— 


* 


1 ths. JJ 


galt Ihe offers os ahisidithcinnat this devon. 
_ mined to turn about on their colours, it ſhould have 
had no effect upon my meaſures; ' The field and 


ſome two or three others Who have not forgot 


what they owe to their on honour, AE 
| thewielves with-more alacrity. 


I have the honour. e ſubſcribe myſelf, with 
much reſpect, A 


Ouamp in the lines of aha Smith, 


neee, 6th May $9666 


OTIS Af? 


 Gvtiarnerdewahvets-or 9 ke 


"I in ths is of A 6th 490d ee 
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preſs his aſtoniſhment at the conduct of all thoſe 
officers who: have applied to him for leave to quit 


the ſervice at this particular juncture, as a time when 


an enemy's army, and that army ſo numerous, is 


encamped at no great diſtance from us. This is . 


behaviour ſo foreign to every thing that has the 
leaſt connection with honour, that the colonel 
bluſhes to find his country · men can ſo readily ſaeri- 
fice their-own' reputation to any private views or 
confiderations whatſoever: when theſe honourable 
motives have no longer any influence, the ſervice 
of ſuch officers is by no means defirable. Captains 
Scott and Auchmury, captain lieutenants Clifton 
and Black, lieutenant Elleker, and enſign Maver- 
3 having deſired leave to refign, are — to 
to Caleutta directly. ll thoſe officers 
© have been pleaſed to fix the firſt of June as tho 
period of their ſervices, ſhall have an anſwer before 
that day: ia the mean time the colonel cannot But 
uh 5 remark, 
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renn ck, that thoſe officers. who have req eſte leave 
to keſign their commithons, have ſet a — 

wabrdicary-example-to the black troops, and the 
cooenel by their conduct, will be reduced to the 
_ veceffity of placing that confidence in the fidellty 
of the black officers, which hitherto had been pro- 


Perly in mn "_ . = __ countrymen. 


. $I . . 3 

Ra r ee mer eee JOG *Richard Smith.” 
N ; bog N 

n . 


ee Smith's Jitter eike, with! a copy 
. ofthe above orders, came to n 


the morning of his arrival at Monghyr: ö 
On the 7th of May colonel Smith received the 


| Hllowing lee, fromthe n in Cap + SLED 
| TorolonelRichardSmith, commander in chief &e. 


0 «SIR, hen he es | N Ws een 
: * 
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R 5 
6 When e ee ungeneree and 
unjuſt, are publickly caſt, with evident intentions 

to blacken the reputation of a corps, who have b 
length of ſervice, and the moſt ardent zeal, emi- 
pently.diſtinguiſhed-themfelves for their beloved 
country, the honourable company, and their own 
honour; and who have repeatedly been witneſs to 
the variety of endeavouring, by repreſenting the 
moſt ſubmiffive' and moſt conſiſtent with the cha- 
racter they are determined to maintain, of hoping 
the leaſt redreſs or proſpect of relief from grievan<- 
des inſupportable to their minds, it behoveth them, 
in vindication of themſelves, to make this public 
9 that neither the ſuppoſed enemy, which 
the Y 


t n 1 


they. deſpiſe; not-the def ga of injuring; their bos 


vourable maſters,” which-rhey-hold- dear, has the 
leaſt tendency, nor was the ſmalleſt motive con- 


ducive to the requeſt of any individual of this 


corps, for liberty to reſign the ſervice, which, 


with the utmoſt regret, they are compelled to re. 


linquiſh for that happineſs, which is the only end 
of their being in more ee climates. 

When even hopes are annihilated, here, can it 
| 8 be expected, that any ties can be more 
binding than the ties of nature; or that freedom, 


ang the deſire of that liberty we inherit from our 


fathers, can be denominated diſhonour or re- 
proach + But, though firmly aſſured of theguſtice 
and probity of qur proceedings as individuals, 
we cannot behold, without ſomething more than 
ſorrow, the public. orders of the ch inſtant, 
which, as they can be productive of no compune» 
tion in minds ſatisfied with themſelves, we hum- 


hly think that whatever part of them was intended 


to ſtigmatiſe us with diſhonour, had much better 
been omitted: as this is a point every gentleman 
will find too hard to reconcile to his own breaſt, 
we are ſorry we are obliged to give this inſtance 
of-gratitude to the ſervice, at the peril of loſing 
that honour, Which, than. life, is to a ſoldier 
more dear. 
In the mean time — 9 adhere to our duty, i in 
the manner each has fignified for himſalf 3 but to 
continue ſervice without confidence ; yea, without 
| ho r, as by imputation we are at , preſent ſup- 


poled, were, f in reality, to be what we are thought, 
— merit what we do not deſerve; we defire 


een e this may be forwarded to the hoy 


285 nourable 


* 


— — 


—Z—U— ——Ü—a— g—oʒuL— — — . 


: 
} 
4 
© 
' 
= 
1 
1 
| 
N 
4 


. 
— SS * 


——— — > 


— 2 — 


wt 


i 
it 
1 
1 
9 
* 


1 * 
3 1 
— 


1 * 22 — 


— 
—— — — — 
— a 


2 


— — — 
— by 


— 


— - — — 
de 


* — a 

= - g „ „„ 
r 

=o 4 r 


— 


— 
o * * 
— 2 + 


* 
+ * N 
- 


wee — 
* 4 


8 
78 


. 


„„ 
— and-councll;"thar Wann 
ations we — . — 


repreſent 
_— _ _ the eee ae " 5 
5 # © * n ig? al 


M4 £4 44 vir 


& . "2 
ade; IN wa 8 obedient,.. To de 
| 1766. 8 EW Hot ia ſervants, -- a; 


David Scott, hg" ©  Fatnes Nicols, Cap pt. 
A. Forbes Auchmuty, do. William FetwIcke 4 
Cb. Clifton, Ca; t. Lieut. John Jones, Lehr. 
Alex. Black, ditto. G. B. Eyres, Lieut.1 
E. Efftterhez, Lieut. | Richard! Rice, Enfign,” | 
C. Maverly, Enfign Matt. Nail, zd Licur, 
Mex. Dowe, Capt.  Heary Lidele, Lieut. * 
Buckley, Enfign Dennis Fieldhouſe, Enſ. 
rt Brook, Lieut. Daniel Dow, Enfign x 
Wm. Vertue. Lieur. Gabt. Harper, Fieur, * 
Wm. Benton, Lieut. 'Gabl, Jolmitone,. Enf, 


To this the colonel retorned' the followin 5 
Genetat Orders. ben in the re of e 
+. © pore, Ma) 8th, 2766, 
As the firſtpoint of honour in allofficers of the | 
army ſhould be fidelity to the ſtate they ſerve, fo 
no private confiderations can exculpate or exte- 
nuate the conduct of thoſe officers, who can ſo far 
forget thei duty as to form an affbciation again 
their ſuperiors; more eſpecially at a time whe: 
the troops are employed, and poffibly actual fer- 
vice may happen; the colonel is therefore inva- 
riable in his opinion, and thinks ſuch conduct is 
foreign ro every thing that WR the leaſt connec- 


5 * 
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as wich honour ; for this reaſon, ahaſocotlccts 
that fixed ſo ſhort a to their ſervices, were 
2 an anſwer before the end of the month. 

e colonel has received a letter, ſigned by the 
major part of the detatchment. When officers 


forget what they owe to their own honour, and 


the public ſervice, the colonel is by no means 
ſurpriſed they ſhould: — the reſpect due to 
him; therefore as Captains Dow and Nicols, 
Lientenants Eyre, Benton, and Jones, had ac+ 
ed the colonel with their intentions to re: 


rs to wag without delay to Calcutta. 


l a „e an © 
Fa OWE. wha - ph a — this un 
Pike order was iflued, Lieutenant Vertue came 


to Colonel Smith, and defired leave to refign his 


commiſſion immediately. The colonel told him, 
that by the general order of the 6th, he was pro- 
miſcd an anſwer before the end of the month, and 
that he certainly ſhould have an anſwer before the 
expiration of that period; but that he would not 
ermit him to _refign. After ſome altercation, 
Panda Vertue: told the colonel, that if he 
would not accept his. commiſſion, he ſhould be 
under the neceſſ 
cordingly laid down his commiſſion upon the ta- 


ble, acquainted. the colonel he had done fo, and 


took his leave. Colonel Smith finding the ene 

nant had actuallꝝ left the camp, took the neceſ- 

ry meaſures for his being apprehended, that he 

ight be brought to W al for diſobedience of or- 

ders and deſertion; He was accordingly put — 
arre 
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__ thoſe of the committee, in their letter to the 
a De and recommended to Major 


ith the officet commanding at Allahabad, to 


uſe his utmoſt influence to bring the offigers in 


gurriſon to a proper ſenſe of their, duty, diſpateh | 


ing to them at the ſame time the following re- 
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Fo. he „ee ae Subalterns | of. the, Second 


9 ent ae Infantry, in ar roi dark. 
$2 A {4+ Me 0 2. fie > pb; : , a AJ 
BY? 6 "vir I; 2 e FTE Tal * * {61 
4 n P FE 771 $505.30, 


WT If the OW ſer oats; TY age 

with my abience from the camp, moſt aſſurediy 
would Foals to Allahabad; for cannot read your 
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eoncern. As I cannot” there-⸗ 

fore aflemble you together in perſong 1 mufk take 
this method of offering my ſentiments, I igtreat 
ou, gentlemen, for your own 3 for my 
ur, and for the honour of the regiment; tio 
weig k well this matter; view it, 1 beſtech” you; 
diveſted of rejudice, and ſuffer not Vobrſerves to 


have tranſmitted Major Sch, the ha 
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ener 24 Allabsbad, * deterthination of 
Lord Clive and the committee, with ſome other 
papers relative to this oa which he wilt com- 
municate you. It is üble for me to fee, 
without * g refle&tions, all 
inevitable conſequences which muſt enſue, if Fot 
perſiſt iu this improper meaſure. I 
this ſervice 3 and as I Have not tranſmi 
your" requeſt to the comtnittee, I cannot recei 
n than by elne from d 
N To my fituarion in the geld you we nora 
gers; let me but again hear you are ſteady in 
your duty,” and 1 halt fed orders for many of 
you ro join me with the utmoſt e tion, rhat 
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cepted, were concefhed in the combination, and? 

many of them bebaved im uch a diſreſpectful and 

turbulent manner, as convinced him they were 

rather inelined to promote than A mu- 
tin) of the men. ES: 
I "Their letter to the e , weg Hilal. . 

by the major deemed f fo inpfen Anh "that 

he intended to have put them alt in artet, 5 t he 

was itiforthed; that f he did, the would Row 
the ſoldiers” take up arms again 7 c 

had already engaged the men itt their Cauſę. Pk 
der theſe äredmſtanees be jidged' it neceſſity 5 

diſpatch an expreſs to Serrajepore for an 9985 

talion of ſeapoys which he had — e. 

and wh6fe'behaviour he xnew fight be 1 8 

in any caſe ef Ether —— FR batralfon 

the cottiriand of enant Brooke! 58 ws 

the march with ſurpriffug Ape i With 

days and fr hours they reached Allahabad, whict 

is one hundred” miles diſtant” from” the Med 


Serrajepore,' ivy ſeveral Ho before 
time fixed won officers för evacuating : 
er © Aich Had by this time be 
eral 40 K more p e eee . 1 | 
they all agreed to 17 4 85 

al, to the end of Aero, This 1 | 


On the 22d, Lieutenanit 'Monfelt, — 5 
North, came to bim as deptities Ah ths CO 
deſiring to diſmiſs Lieutenant Peck from th ; 


ment ot achurant, NR itt” + a 
iy Hy 5 | 


— and the major 'defired 
the reafon of this mutinous unſolt 
mea d ** chat M. Perk” hid 
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rality o the European cers under his com- 
mand, he diſmiſſed the above corps, and ordered 
them to. proceed to Calcutta. + {1 


nag arrixed at the cantonments at Bankipore,jwhere 
as 
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tracted from with them, and wV s 
our. 


na longer a man of honour. -Major--Smith, en- 
raged at this additional inſtance of diſaffection, 


North, and ordered Lieutenant Delaſield 
utenant Brooke to get the eighth battalion 
under arms. He then went himſelf and put all 
the officers in garriſon in arraſti exeopt four; tel · 


5 1 confined Lientenant RMonſell and 


hog them he expected they ſhould in leſs than an 


hour make a proper ſubmiſſon for the affront they 


had offered to his authority; and that if they pre ·- 


ſumed to break their arreſt, or attempted to raiſe 
any. diſturbanor in the fort, the ſeapbys ſhould. 
have orders to put every one of them to death. 


This ſpirited behaviour produced immediate fab, 


miſſion, and he ſoon releaſed them! all, except 
the gentlemen of the deputation, and four others, 
whom he thought proper to ſend priſoners ta 
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. While the officers at Allahabad were thus pre- 
vented from carrying matters to-qxtremities; Co- 
lonel Smith, by. the ſame means, ſecured 'tran- 
45 5 in the camp, entertaining no doubt of 


e fidelity of the black troops, and perceiving 
at no ol Was to be ex 2 rom the | gene- 
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_ any. oi che officers, of the chird brigade, although 


e kaun e, caving ne 


e = verthelels 


y 


1 
bertheleſs to do duty: dn the? therefore, at che 
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ſented tu teſto re. ee Fo. a eee v * 
Intelligence being that thoſt whothas 
Jefe the cantoniment, were ftill hovering about Patfiaz 

* party” of ſeapoys were ſent out to order rh 


deparc immediately to Calcutta and as the officers 
from Serrajepore and from Allahabad were v 
the road, detathments were placed 9 — 4 
tions to obſerve their moetions, anch te prevedt 

raiſing diſturbances in che eon. 'Eord/Chiven 
the ſume time wrote to the French and Durc 
_ thieſs'of Chandernagote and Chinſura; informi 
them of what had paſt, and deſiring them not to fo 
any of the Fngliſh offers to take refuge in their 
ſuctories To Sir Robert Fletcher he ſent orders, 
that not à man of the ſecond? and third” brigads - 


mould, on any. pretence whatſoæver, be N 4 
0 enter the gates of Monghyr; and to the eben 
at Calcutta he tecommended- that a” watchful e 


mould be kept upon the conduct of the officers af 
ter their arrival at the ptecetlency: and that if 
they nutte. ſoment diſturbances, they ſhould 
be all contned in the next fort, until the E 
ſhip ſhould be ready to receive them on bdard. 
In the mean times, às many of the printipals'of 
the combination as could be found was 1 
arreſt, in order to take their trial as ooh as A 
ral court ata rial of field of cers could be fo 
ed. The temper of the ſecond brigade ae 955 
now muchlaltered, the officers whom 'Jord Elie 
bad feat To Ward t ANthibad, on their ati 


Nes from colonel Smith, to join him at 
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n thereſdre took Place of 
iplise ; all the enſigns, 
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With regard to thoſe who- | kad-deſeried - ben 


duty in angeld ar Sores 


Serraje pore, 
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others whoſe/conduct had been in 2 Jefs wes x 
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; the governor and council directe the pride 
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The ſabRancc. of their report Was, t 
not fund any objection, on actount .c 


ts his going on board gf, dip: 
at thus be boot the, == 


per, ab a dernier feſatt, ig, 
in proper dente a We et 


Hos, 1 e congluded 


to reſfign-their commiſſio 
be conſidered as. 925 fy 
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by Their unwarraptable 


5 de | 
them from the GY power aud, as {tt 
Law they defied it; [becauſe they. 


Fe only wo lenge? 


aud cduncil it t 
| the meaſures de NF 15 Feed 
illy to 
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nous tondudt in the late affociation,, forteyed, he 


vilege of reſiding within the boungari 


Company's ons 5 and Wave, 
the order of the board, efüſeg 7 58 


the Lord Camden, for tene 


10 embark on: board or faid,. 1 5 8 
Althoug 


lands. AN 


may be conveyed t 


from an act of George. the. Firſt, we ; derive a 


ſufficient authority to Rave recourſe o this Hcca- 
fon to the civil powers Jet, conſidering. that 


— Duffield and! Robertſon Fare 


e Naa 


| * 1 ES i þ 
ad that the 4.00% Wat doch attend the 
eeding of the ciyil -magiſfrate id Calcutta, 
would be extremely dange eus ro all. law, 800d 
Her, ang govettment, a at g time when the mu- 

_ Tingus opinion,' that th army is not ſubſe to the 
articles i war 'is 19 inquftriouſl * p ted and | 
openly, avowed, it is a ted, that the aid | e. 
tlemen be, withoht dels, „ apptehended hy ft 

a power, and A in confinemetit a9 muy 
Borg: until they 90 :embarked, 2 a, 
Ball def t on 12 25 the ſhip under 4. 
N time, the board think? it! [TRE 
| af rag instructions 10 be given to the off. 
cer who ſhall be employed upon this oecafioh, to 
order him gn no account to break © open 9. 00 8 or 
windows to come at the perſons of "Meffrs: Duf⸗ 
Held And. Robertſog; but ſbould he Find them 
barraca adopd in their - ee, and. that ey 
edits perſiſt in ce uſing to ſurrender. the 
ſelyes (asf, rom the information received doit mo 
probably pe the cal) that be content himſelf with 

Plaèing "centinels- rauhd the houſe, ſo as! to pre- 

ent! att 9 75 and to hinder any, perſon. or Pro- 

| wide pi g to then. 

Thel ate 30S KR vpn ad the mött mode 
rate menng of inforeing PE abòye reſolution of 
hs Board; and the: right honqutable the prefi- 
- fident-1s - defired to give the neceſſary order for 

| e the fame into execution, ene O 
"cannot. but _ Ynanimouſly of option, 

1 the muitinous condudt of theſe gentlemen, 
Hong the. late treacherous combination, would 
alone have juſtified the reſolution” of this day's 
\Sonfiltarion; bur we are farther cbneinced of The 


proprovey | 


ä and! inctcaſe of chat 1 1 and 


. Eee appointed by the houle of commons, was 


8 to had the ſoldiery A en command thould 
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ety. thoreof, when weconfedce 8 moſt fei: 


vious preteſts and difinpenious artifices 3 25 been 


made uſe of, in order | tg; as rhe tegaFexecutive 


ment; that the" moſt -auda- 
e publicly pia c ouf au. 

thorny ;_ and chat the Reeg thete men to 
continue in the fettlement would not only Create 
anvpinion, chat every man. has im himſelf a right, 
08 xendent” of che company, to rende in In ia, 
ikewiſe greatly teßd to the * xpeouragement 


power: of hg 


conſpi Which has been ug chrou our 
the l 23 Which is o, 5 52 nfble . 
for the Were of the whole, 0 W820 any 
means to overcome? | 

| The refignation of the cer in gs 15 which 
12 traduced; is a copcerted mutiny Se aſſo- 
ciation; of dice ente officers, "notwithſtanding 
all the miſrepreſentations of the right honourable 
the preſident and council before 155 committee of 


in every reſpef juſtifiable, is a laywful' reſiſt 
ſt injuſtice und oppreſſion; - The. N 


aged the aſſiſtance of the men which 
alone haye ſecured ſucceſs, Lord Clive 
having. declared, that nothing leſß than 4 7 
of the ſoldliers ſhould force him to comply wi 
che terms of tho officers ; and I take ⁰αN̊n 17080 
8 for ee daſtardly; behaviour in 
ering ſo many gallant officers, jured d per+ 
Seared 4 to be ſent to Calcutta. do F 83 wile F 
No doubt that, many of the civilians upon the 
eftablyſbment, ſenſible of their Ln, 
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were equally, diflutisfied. at ſuch unwarrantah 

occedings of the nable lord and his commit 
1 5 aQted with a. begoming ſpirit in raiſing ſub- 
ſcriptions for ſuch officerꝭ as t teſign their 
e running.the 7 riſk to. {| ſuſpended or 


{miffed the. company ſeryice, tather than to 
neutral ſpectatars of ſuch odious meaſures. 
Captain rd, and other. officers| of, the firſt 


ri 4 accaſed their lieutenant colonel Sir Robert 


| oletcher to haye been hs firſt inſtigator of their 
'reſignations . he was charged, when de found a 


reſignation was not to, go forward by his private 


hints and encquragements, to have an laſt ventured 
to recommended it public kly at a table of a dozen 
officers ; telling them that the brigede major and 
bis aid de-canip; ſhould firſt ſerthe example ; and 

that tbeir diſcontent,” Joined to that of the civilians 


d inevitably Jdepuve his lordſhip of all pour 3 
55 ng. that he was well 3 with 


tlomen =; Clive had called from Madraſa to 


[1 up, vacancies in council at Bengal, who he was 


ſore would all join 3 againft him. He vis accuſed 


0 having) fald, that che army was inſulted, their 
ſetvices pewarded with ingratitude, and that his 
lordſhip' be Was enen en enen 
d be 7 10 59039 TA; 

ir Robesr Fletcher W065 toiihis lordſhip 2 "Ia 
daysafter; i in a manner, that could not fail to conl- 
vince his lordſhip that the -accufarian in 

was founded opa truth: be ſaid, that the concern 


he had in affifting and encoutaging the officers to 


reſign was e a0 confeſſed: his im 
dence. The 


tage A ese 


-advacate: gener at the . 


Goddard hid has as” 


6n wht 1 
1 ie 


Sid 2 0 


„ 
19 oh, 1 
PU 


officers at 


ee 1 | e 


| of to in 


ny. conffact, 


. Nag 
1308 Fere Raten of mutiny in doing it: confe- 


Werte e No F 


105 a1 
: 1 Stata 


ghyr, during che 
LET = 


1 16" 


A Tentenged' 


th whit 


9 5 Te, "of: 5 


| 1155 29 0 d 
| þ 10 5 oy 1 


35 om 
5 
onſent, o 


tricat) 


Me 
pen 

"fi 
"themithves, Aue Hal 


by Bs ig ty the Made 


Wer 


[pe be h. ** 


- 70 5 85 400 the e 
EC efcrrion - 


25 'of" 0 5 


Kune Ki 485 . 
el eg 
threajening « EX- 


110 


pt 4 Jes gn 1 
re 


ved un bee of 
which They. ag 


8 


ſed th: Accept the 
e 1 5 Wes Was 
a 3 765" "reſign ; 
15 s ſervice, not beta b 


ly reign 
the. os 


their e ere 
nor and counc i 


quently 


t 


Zveptly. Sir Robert Pletchec could. lot bs guilty of 
mutiny in only adyifing them to jt. The Spe 


Ixſelf has acknouledged : that the officers might re= 28 


ſiga their commiſſionz, hy We 2f 240 0 to. ob⸗ 
ge chem in future ta fign y puts 

ting the reſignatiom of the e of ihe e nt bri⸗ 
ade public orders at the pr chdency.. Ph, 

The ſentence, of the (our martial Lees lake 
nant-colonel, dk letcher, w *. © That hav- 
ing been guil 45 of, mut * 1 45 yfedition ; the 
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cer, and, tranſmitted to lord Clive h; 55 Robert 
Fletcber was, that baying entered oo An Engage- 
megt.to.relign their commiſſions in the company d 
levi, and nat to reſume them ynleſ5 the batta of 
the troops was 7 reſtored to what it was in fur, 

and Avent 4 5 5 5 bey. 1 and obliged them. 
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er, ſent a remonſtrance ad- 
e to lord live and the council "of Fort W. 


liam, 


IT . . 
Ham, ee ges the n 9 
; nat etl fed Fike onlenef theyre of 
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December for "8 
Without nut: tn ale aach, af OY 
will n we 125 eons in ram ne 5 and all 
cammodicies here fifty, „ and upwards to twa 
hundred per. cent. more that at Fort William, The 
wages of ſeryatits too remain unalterable. Indeed 
an e nothing is new except multiplied dif. 
trek. The nt allowance ®'much inadequate 
to what is effentially requiſite to the ſupport'of na- 
ture, and the ftation an officer is honoured-withz 
on know the fatigues of an bfficer in hot and 
iny weather 3 the neceffit of his Havi 3 
or palanquin, and the impoſſibil of his 
1 They enicladed: by beſecchin 
e preſident and council to tancil the orders of 
the 3iſt of December, which were already ino 
everely felt, and if not countermanded, muſt 
why brit poverty © and wrerchednefſs, on the 
| W 6 
. Their grievances were bse 254 obtained 
no redreſs. If one conſiders the dearneſs of all -4 
ceflaries in Indoſtan, and the various things n 
officer is obliged to be provided for, the pay of the 
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5 Our ſentiments of ORs PR the any great 
ſeryices you have rendered to this compaay, roge- 
ther with the thanks of rhe. court, have 
been hitherto conveyed t channel of 22 
general letterz; but the late le ad 
expected revolution in Bengal, in hi 
fo 4 2 ſhare of action, both in ent ben 220 


in dhe field, merits pur more particular regard ; and 
ve do accordiagly embrace this opportunity e of ter 
10 turning 
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ROE 9 5 
8 turning you our moſt fincere and hearty thanks for 
the. zeal, good conduct and intrepidity, which 
you have ſo eminently exerted on this glorious. oc · 
caſion; as well 45 for the-great and ſolid advanta» 
ges reſulting, therefrom to the Eaſt-India company 
we earneſtly wiſh your health may permit your 
continuance in India, for ſuch. farther terms, as 
will give you an opportunity of ſecuring} the foun- 
dation you have laid; as likewiſe to give your 
aſſiſtance in putting the company's mercantile and 
civil affairs in a proper and advantageous footing; 
upon the plans now tranſmitted, For this purpoſe; 
as well as in confideration of your eminent ſervices; 
we have appointed you governor and preſident of 
Fort William in Bengal and its dependencies; in 
the manner mentioned in the general letter, by this 
conveyance z. to which we have annexed an ad- 
ditional allowance of 100ol. a year, as a teſtimony 
of our great regard for you. His lordſhip who had 
expreſſed the utmoſt contempt on divers oce 
for the opinion of the court of directors, was 
to produce this teſtimony in his favour; What an 
jnconſiſtency with the illiberal abuſes of which he 
had been ſo prodigal on the blunders and miſcon- 
duct of thoſe mapagers of India affairs. It muſt 
be obſerved that after this revolution, the large ſums 
granted by the. nabob to make good the loſſes of 
eyeral inhabitants, were more than ſuſſidient to in- 
demnify them, had lord Clive made an impartial 
and judicious diſtribution, and not diverted part of 
this public money to bis own uſe and chat of his 
, ertos gallon Dios 335.1 led 
Although the nabob gave the company a crore 
of rupees, yet as the company, was at an im- 
Vor.-III. Ff menſe 


* 


1 2260 
enſe expence of maintaining the ſettlemegt at 
ulla, the military charges of the troops from Fort 
St. George and Bombay, and the hazard thoſe pre- 
ſidencies had been expoſed to by drawing them off 
from thence: the charges of fortifications and re- 
buildings, replacing ſtores, increaſe of garriſons, 
the loſs of a ſeaſon's inveſtments, if not more, and 
many obvious particulars, were taken into the ac- 
count, it would appear that the company were ſtill 
confiderable ſufferers. Not only the money ſtipu- 
lated in the treaty with the nabob was fufficient to 
indemnify the inhabitants of Calcutta for their re- 
ſpective loſſes, together with the intereſt thereon, 
but the company might have been benefited by a 
conſiderable ſurplus, if properly applied; the di- 
rectors inſtructions were to depofit ſuch ſurplus in 
their caſh, to be expended in ſuch manner, as 
would tend to the general utility and ſecurity of the 
ſettlement ; lord Clive never made ſuch diſpoſition 
of the money, as he was directed by his em- 
Ployers. 2 DON 
In regard to the fictitious treaty, lord Clive infor- 
med the committee, that when Mr. Watts had 
nearly accompliſhed the means of carrying that re- 
volution into execution, he acquainted him by let · 
ter, that a freſn difficulty had ſtarted; that Omi- 
chund had inſiſted upon five per cent. on all the 
nabob's treaſures, and 30 lack in money; and 
threatened if he did not comply with that demand, 
he would immediately acquaint Serajah Dowlah with 
What was going on, and Mr. Watts ſnould be put 
to death. That when he received this advice, he 
thought art and policy warrantable in defeating the 
purpoſes of ſych à villain; and that his lordſhip 
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„Dr 
himſelf formed the plan of the fictitious treaty, to 
which the committee conſented: it was ſent to ad- 
miral, Watſon who objected the figning of it; but 
to the beſt of his remembrance, gave the gentle- 


man who carried it (Mr. Luſhington) leave to fign 


his name upon it. That his lordſhip. never made 
any ſecret of it ; thought it warrantable in ſuch a 
caſe, and would do it again a hundred times, and 
did it with a defign of diſappoiating the expecta- 
tions of a rapacious man. That Omichund was 
employed as an agent to Mr, Watts, as having 
moſt knowledge of Serajah Dowlah's court, 97 — 
had commiſſion to deal with three or four more of 
the court,” He pretended not to know exactly the 
amount of the treaſures of Serajah Dowlah, but 
believed about three or four millions; that Mr. 
Luſhington was the perſon who figned admiral Wat- 
ſon's name, by his lordſhip's order. He was at that 
time ſecretary to lord Clive. His lordſhip declared 
that he did not receive above 16 lack of r 
clear all in money, denying to have received any 
jewels. It appeared that the noble lord had tran{- 
mitted to the company ſome account of the treaty 
with the nabob Meer Jaffier, but no copy of it z.1t 
is amazing that an inſtrument of ſuch importance, 
ſhould have been delivered over without a copy be- 
ing taken. The 13th article, his lordſhip pretended 
never to have recollected it till he was laſt in India. 
His lordſhip acknowledged having wrote to the di- 
rectots that there was no ſuch article to the beſt of 
his knowledge. By that article, the company ſtood 
bound in alliance with Meer Jaffier. The inſtru- 
ment which the nabob ſigned contained only twelve 
grticles, and that figned by the thirteen, The 
Soft) ns twee 


— 


* 


8 — — — l — | 
—— — — _ — — — = ES — — 
— oy ae 4 — — a. — — — 


— — — — — 


— 


— K . 


— 


Rer. 
_ — — — „— — — _ PS = — — 
as Baa ot — AE II 2 — — — —— a. 
—— — 2 — PR — . — . 


ti 
* 


Hign this fictitious treaty to deceive ( 
Uk 


a — * — 


dna 


— 


M 


| agreement with Omichv"d among themſclves, a 
excluding the admiral of his ſhare, becauſe he hag 
not ſigned the treaty,” The admiral ſaid, that he al- 


L 81 
tpelve articles were all in Perſian, and only. the 


« 
: - 


thirteen in Engliſh. Lord Clive's letter, to the 


| Dutch governor reſpecting the thirteenth article, 


was not entered into the public proceedings at 
Calcutta, though a public proceeding of à very 
important nature. Lord Clive having an in: 
dependant command from. the gentlemen ar Cal- 


cutta, did not think proper in every circumſtance. 


to tranfmit the particulars of his proceedings 10 
them, FW 


mira! Watſon in the Kent (aid, that he had often 


Heard the admiral ſpeak of the treaty that was to 


deceive Omichund ; that. it was propoſed to him tg 
Sachen en — | 

; which he refuſed to do, asdiſhonourable to him 
as an officer, and an affront to propoſe it to him: 
that is was propoſed ſome. body ſhould ſign it for 
Him, which he alſo refuſed, and ſaid he would waſh 
His hands of it, he would have nothing to do with 


it, he was a ſtranger to deception, they might do ag 


they pleaſed. The depoſition abſolutely contradicts 


the aſſertion that Mr. Luſhington had authority from 
the admiral to fign for him that fictitious tr eaty, as 


tain Brereton further declared, he had often 
-heard the admiral ſay, he would not authoriſe any 
body to do it, adding, he was ſure the admiral ha 
too good heart to put his ſeal to ſuch an inſtru- 
ent. Admiral Watſon heard from captain 
artin, on his death bed, of his name having been 
to the fictitious treaty ; and the ſecret committee 
had agreed to ſhare the thirty lack ſtipulated in — 
an 


; a 
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Ways TEN the connexion diſhonourable „and 
as there was ſo. much iniquity amongſt mankind, 
he. did not wiſh to ftay any longer amon 
them. This was just before; his death, whi 1 
| happened: the 10th of Auguſt, 1757, Captain 

— ſaid, he was not preſent at this converſa> 
tion, but in the hext room; and that it was 
communicated to him by captain Martin, dead 
fings, the moment he came out of the room. ' It 
ſeems the admiral never applied to the ſelect com- 
mittee ſor a part of this money, but aſter his 
death, his executors did. Captain Brereton ſaid, 
the admiral did not mention the gentleman's mn 
who propoſed to ſign the fiftitious treaty, but 
laid with a ſneer, it was a member of the ſecret 
committee. That he had heard the admiral fay, he 
though i ie an extraordinary meaſure to depoſe a 
man with whom they had fo lately made a ſolemn 
treaty; that, if he iy —— by the king to 
afford the Eaft-India company aſſiſtance in theie 
affairs, he aſſiſted them with forces according to 
his duty; that he always underſtood from the 
admitabs converſation, that he did fign the real 
treaty,” but never heard him ſay whether he ap- 
proved of it or not. The admiral would ne vet 
give his conſent to any tranfaction that he held 
diſhonourable, that ſhooktighvecco' his We 
tion as deception. 

Captain Brereton further” ſald, that he did not 
— the Eaſt- India company could have ſuc- 
ceeded in their different enterprizes, and particu- 
larly in effecting the revolution in favour of Meet 
Jaffier, without-the aſſiſtance of his majeſty's 
1 troops. When the admiral declared, he had 
7 not 


| L got ] 
bot ſigned the fictitious treaty (hi. — up his 
oulders,). he alluded to colonel: Cline, and the ſe- 
committee, 1a og that hs 1274 _ 
them to do as they pleaſed. - 4. i 
Sir Eyre Coote being called upon to give an ac- 
count of the tranſactions in Bengal in the year 
1767. that came within his Knowledge ſaid, That 
he was a member of the council of war, previous 
to the battle of Plaſſey upon the 21ſt of June, 
when calonel Clive called the council together for 
| their opinion. whether it would be prudent to come 
to an immediate action with the nabob, or fortify 
themſelves where they were, till they could be re- 
inforced. by the Marattas; the opinions of lieute- 
nant colonel Clive, two majors and ten captains 
were againſt coming to an immediate action, for an 
immediate engagement were the opinions of ma 
Eyre, Coote and ſix captains, The reaſon for 1 
Eyre Coote's opinion in this council have heen al- 
ready explained, and having read a deſcription of 
the battle of Plaſſey, he gave an account of the at- 
tack upon Chandernagore, to ſhew the difference 
of loſs when acting againſt European or Indian 
forces; and it appeared, that the loſs was much 
more conſiderable at the attack of Chandernagore. 
Heing deſired to give his opinion whether with- 
out the aſſiſtance of the king's troops and ſhips in 
the whole of the tranſactions in 1757, the enter- 
prizes would have ſucceetled ? He ſaid, he had no 
idea that they could: and whether the army under 
colonel Clive alone could have taken Chanderna- 
gore without the aſſiſtance of the navy and king's 


Oy ? he faidthe chr thu Was os ponent them. 
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His lordſhip obſerved, that be had made ſome 
miſtake In a former part of his evidence; that he 


certainly ſhould not have declared that admiral 


Watſon had conſented to have bis name put to 
the fictitious treaty, if he had not underſtood from 
Mr. Luſhington, but that he would have ordered 
his name to be put whether he had conſented or 
A . . 


The following extract of à letter from his lord- 
+ ſhip to the ſelect committee at Fort St, George, 
dated the 12th September, 1757, was read. 
It is with the deepeſt concern I acquaint you 
« of admiral Watſon's death; his zeal for. the ſer- 
vice of the company, and the extraordinary ſuc- 
t ceſs it was crowned with, both at Gerrah and in 
the expedition, will make his memory, particu- 
« larly in India ſurvive to lateſt ages.” | 
Lord Clive in evidence to the manner in which 
Meer Jaffier gave his jaghier, informed the com- 
mittee, that the firſt letter he ever wrote about a 
jaghire, was to the beſt of his remembrance on the 
31ſt of January 1739. As the nabob owed his 
lordſhip his government, he had been a means of 
having honours conferred on the colonel, in creatin 
him an omrah of the empire; but that he | 
given him nothing to ſupport thoſe honours. 


Lord Clive further informed the committee, 
that he applied to Juggut Seat, a banker, and a man 
of great weight and influence with the nabob, who 
preſented him in his name with the jaghier incloſed 

in a ſilken bag, in conſequence of having been 
made an Omrah, vithout this uſual appendage 15 
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[ . = * Algni ON * to 1 l el 
4  -_-_ttatthe nab ins never Footer jaghiers. i in Bengal; 
mm Oils was too but that he might have 
_- 4 one in Bab 5. Hua hdi declared . 85 his ho+. 
WS” hour: that Wha applied for 701 J either 
F directiy or indirectiy after that pe 3 and that 
ER when the tiabob prelentsd him the: SN hog near ſix 
months „ 7 iy not the leaſt idea of the 
amount of it, nor of its the quit tent upon 
the company's lands, il e t.explainedc ; 
that the amount of the jaghire was re 597 about 
Kt * 20,0001. 4 ear. He ſaid, he had received the be- 
1 | nefit of the Jagbire from ] vly 1759, to this day 
= Lord Clive made a declatation, which ſhewe he 
| 1 Wöked himſelf upon the nabob's armies as con- 
3 temptible and Ticentious/troops, that required very 
| Hirtle military knowledge to conquer them. | He 
faid, it is the cuſtom of that country never to pay 
| 8 ar pp; a fourth part of what is promiſed them; 
. WT only in time of diſtreſ they can be paid 
| and for that reaſon the troops 21 
j M 177 "That the troops of Maer Jaſfer had muti- 
miez, Becauſe he could not pay them, as there 
were great arrears dut to che army h/ Serajah 
| Dowlah as well as Meer Jafher, amounting. to 
| ur milions ſterling. He. ſaid, he had been int 
_—_— rmed that the nabob's jewels. amounted to near . 
| million us, that as worſt of them wo 
= $0,000]. were ſent to:Calcurtay, and! ſold 
Eo tete a Part of the treaty» money; and that: the 
| 'Babob made aſſignments of 2 for folfilling all 
| _ the articles of the treat: in the nature of mottgage: 
\ *» lordſhip declared, that he was made an Oguab 
yy his fequeſt to Meer Jaffier, to make the appli- 
""Eation to the mogul. Seme days after this evi- 
dence was given, lord Clive acquainted the com- 
mittee, 
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mitte, that, Spes wenge bde-was Miſtake 
in the anſwer he made: being aſked, on moe” ' 
ö application ie was mate an Omrah? the "his an- 
ſwer to it ao is,” by MeerJather's.to. the'Mogu), * 
and without: ee on hislordihip's/part, + 

Lord Cliverackinowledged, chat when Serajah = 
Dowlah atfived, after bis deteat at the city of Mu · 
xadavad}*hisphlace was full of treafure'; but with.. | 
all that tteaſute he could not purchaſe the Cbnf- 
dence bf Hs army; and that d. was 'Gmplyyed in 
laviſhing conſidetable ſums among his ttoops to 
engage them to anothet battle, das to no purpoſe... 
That, the day on which Meer Jaffier ſhould enter 
the e ct being fixed, his lordſhip made alſo his eniry 
at the head of two hundred Europeans and five 
hundred fenpoys. That the inhabitants who were 
ſpectators upon chat occaſion,” muſt have amounted 
to ſome hapdred thouſands; and if they had had 
an inclination deſtroy the Europeans, hey might. 
have done it with ſticks and ſtones, On that day, 
conti ned ds lordſhip, being under no kind of te 
ſtraint but that of my own conſcience, I might have 
become too rich for a ſubject; but 1 had 55 up- 
on that period to e all my vb ws whate- F; 
ver, and from that period to this hour, which is a 
ſpace of ſiſteen years, 1 Have not benefited myſelf 
** nor indtrectly, the value of one ſhi-l ogy. 


. ay L have. been laced in great 
1 wit e 


the e 5 4 | 
a cireumſtance which has never happen Ge 2 


. 


derate or immoderate in the purſuit of riches. 
Vor. III. 8g | 
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-- d e wnopalies and other prov. 

viny tranſactions in which. be was cfſentially con- 
; EM the k ſt. time he was, ipveſtec with the ſu - 
pleme ON in the Bengal provinces. ,,Lord Clive 
went on to relate, that Meer Jaffier ing proclaims 
ed babe, and a day upon 15 7 . the 
Bolt: Heb. and. to RAE 8 — 4 4 
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8 paic 1 and (a 2 5 5 1 ber 
at at t tin 5 mic un 0 4 
. the rea A 5 7 ba 7 read, the indignation 5 
.apd reſentment exprefled in that man's countenance, 
rs all defcription. He (aid; this cannot be the 
1 5 it was A red. treaty 1157 1 AYE 5, 9 
n.red paper) that his Jordſhip replied, 
dec tot is is a White treaty.” 
pat 131 e bulineſs being accompliſhed, 
i 7eturned to, Calcutta "wah, ig army, and the 
Nabob (of. his own makin 0g fon foon . be gan to fill his 
oo grepioebs, 12 manifeſted 8 — deſigns. of 
ſhaking of all 7 dence upon the Engliſh, and 

ö of 5 in "tbe fulblling the reſt of the treaty, 1 hat 
Fat wh d; 8. from his  fexyic thoſe great men wh 
* 18955 e e his greatneſs, and he 
72 io 1508 15 — Pit 0 .Serajah Dowlah. 
1 5 gon... "as the "IE were over, he took the 
field. withpur. the 5 Ne s..athſtance to quaſh 
1605 d e 3: but when he came ſeriouſſy o 
bis fi vation, be thought proper to call 
E 7 8 liſh, fo aſhflance ; and that his lord- 


e imme ROY, e join Him, That 4 
Is 1s 4 Wo 8 


— ͤ 


— — — 


_ - —ͤd-ꝓ —— — oy, ———U—U——œœ «4 
—— — — ——— ee oe —— Aeon At. — 
1 
6 


1 


1 * 1 
nec key meet Wi rhedffogterted 1a 
n he engaged to pro dect them in 1175 r{ons, 
| arts ufe his fate to to get them teſtors to fa- 
| 1 5 That this Was eaſſſy accom 9 ahd 8 
9 N infifted chat be Would” { immedatdy 1 55 
Font 15 of the treaty- : money £ which By 1 
due, nd that he ſhouts pe over 15 7 
ent it wortgape pe the Poll 1 That ho wp = | 
cvlty' was found” in ſubduing all his A,” . 
cept Ramnarcain, he was, « the apap * 'Babar, 
and at the head 97 2 great army e 1 
any owtedge Meer SHE a the. th 1 ih ſe⸗ 
ety} which being ven and A 0 mac de, 
1 ſhould Py. in his govern he 5 
to the na hob 20d, We His Sbedighce) "Th 
7 85 being 91 be ae Ken. 
tha” With an mt 55 erabark for the Carna⸗ 
e 50 nd taking the fi lo 1 opporrodüy of 
eg to fr native country ; but in the interim 
ie chiefs, arrived, from 121 pe, "Whit ch brought 
5 the 2 5 Fringe ip tment of. 70 5 err 
nors, Wh ich wa called eee be⸗ 
cauſe dhe Fe} ot 71 1055 be as fuc ch ii the | 
N e 1 hc to be. 


one Ja 4 M1 Phieh the 5 
men Kia 19 9500, e FC the of of t the 
5 Abo, 9 2 N prop * 19 55 m the 
comm ods ot their | onouUrA ers. All ſedg⸗ 
ing, tha t a rotation © ee e forure ma- 
nagement PORE = A rs at "the preſidency of Ben- 
gal "weighed w bal us. atrendip 3 
s rep ade he true interef ot. the company, 
| ad Welfare 45 t . etl ement in general ; that 
| pig the preſident thhip io forme one Perf, 1 
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batted? the potfeflions. of the lands, incam lete, 
the f-rilemenc. in no poſture | of defeoce, t the 1 5 


meßt, d ould de extremely Prejudicial to the r 


s 

the cleareſt and eaſieſt method of gonducting their. - 
concerns, as, with us preſerving the 15 408 the 
late revolution bad given them, with the, 
2 cheſe Provinces. © That a foration io. the execu- 
tibe part of government 'would' be attended vb 
2855 e and Inconveniencies -when 
with. the nabob Was not perfected, in all. 1 


confiderably . fared with: military and. a fle 


Wh deſigus with reſpect to "Buvgal hitherto bs 
own, aod the impothbility « of impreſſing a 
805 . of this diyided power” in the minds the 


wg others, "MY 10 1 en 


per ſon. 28 ; «rty 75 
os eee gentle men appointed governors acqui- 
Do to this opinion, and were made Tenhble. that 
ſuch à rotation in the executive Part of. gove 


fatereſt of the company. And, as lord Clive h 
been named. head of the general committee: b 
friend Mr. Watts, who. 4289 with his lordſhip | 
principal inſtrument. of the late revolution, tl 
had Cel ſo beneficial to \the projectors, was, de 
. to fix tlie e in a ſingle e 
on, namely, boa" Clive; . perſuaded that this 
k appointment would anſwer all. the ſordid views and 
'expeQations of them both, till they heard further 


15 from Europe. After having made a. pompous enu- 


"meration of colonel Clive's eminent ſervices, abili- 
Ties ad merit, and repreſented his ſuperior weight 
and influence with the Subgh and his officers; he 
prevailed on the keſt of the equncil-to make him 
an . being preſident of ded s 0 


(237 1 
erke an the pleafure of th dias hol 
25 r, known. 


; Lotd Clive did not hiſicate a moment to actept 
T a\requeſt ſo agreeeble' to his ambition; and 
after, he 1 his appointment from 
court of directors themſelves, in conſequence of bis 
magnified victory at Plaſſey. The noble lord, wit 
his wonted modeſty aſſumes the; principal merit o 
having reſtored the company's affairs ypon the coaſt 
of Coromandel, when Mr. Lally arrived with ſuch 
& force as threatened not only the deſtruction of all 
the ſettlements there, but of all the Eaſt- India 
company's poſſeſſions; it is knows that Madraſs 
muſt have ſhared the fate of Fort St, David, had 
not the French wanted money, which gave time 
for ſtrengthening and reinforcing the place, nobly 
defended by Mr. Pigot, general Lawrence, colo- 
nel Drapes Mr. Galina, major Brereton, &c. 
ndeed his Jordſhip, contraty to 125 inclinations of 
whole council, projected and luckily accompliſh- 
ed the ſcheme of ig the French of the nor- 
thern ſircats (whoſe revenues were computed to a- 
mount to'400,000L/a year.) But the compleat ſuc- 
ceſs of this expedition was owing to the gallant co- 
lonel Ford, by whoſe courage and, con - fupe- 
rior, to anything that had Happened during the 
courſe of the war, the French were totally driven 
out. As for the Lene of Patna, which his lordſhip 


obliged the King's for to'raiſe, every body 5 


that this E  beficger fled. at his” 
Ptoach. 


The the ſucceſsful expedition of colonel Ford, ; 
who intercepted the Dutch in their march toChin- 
fura, was the confequence of colonel Clive raking 


upon 


% 


= 


/ RET 
Pon Biker to cbmmende bottilttes agai eat 
tion, with whom we were at peace, on a ſuſp i 
r Meet Jatfier, the naböb of his et ion, 
eouraged them to come to Bengal. 
Porath 105 ted the danger ef an ale 0 
oe For ng WAY the riſk to 0 ppoſ; | 
Aſtet the eher of ways Dutch had Ball in 


rated, colonel Ford's aftivity,” colonel Elie 


bs: government do Mt,” Howell, and 9 
5 on 8 ti ia fe Chillaud, ane 
r a In ruar I rived 
baking on bas ry da TL 
_— Hat the Ae been l as 55 they — 
been fidte, with © captain CRE firſt 1 military f 
are aha the lucky circumſtances. that 1 
3" this might have N with the precious 
* df their eſteem, I mean chat ſword ſet with 
dlamotids, of which kis bre Beaſte d, in bead. 
ing the minutes of the Raitt ind company Ys with 
the refolvesof their repeared thanks to as {cleft 
committee of the houſe” of commons. When the 
defired Him to give bis confent chat his portrait or 
ſtature ſhould be take, in order to be placed infom 
conſpicyous part of the India-houſe, xhat bis er ly 
bent and figüal ſervices to the company ni aig bt be 
ever had in temembrance; they Would Nv 
better jnformed and leſs 555 pitate, be 7658 the. 
decreed ſuch honours to ide heayen porn 580 , 
'The'repolution affected by his policy, has proyed 
'a"diſgrace to the Bricifh nation. - According 


itz his own declaration, Meer Jaffier proved a irea- 


cherous ally, as he charged. the nabob before the 
committee with having Invited: the Dutch into 1 


enga 


- *. Px F 
* 


Bengal provinces, and connived at their raiſing; 
- $r00ps.ip the. county | 6x, 75 ; 


„Colonel Callaud gave an account of what be: 
| knew ot the tranſactions preceding the revolution in, * 
176, and what induced him to conſent, to that re- 
bien. He was called to Bengel in 1559, to, 
take che command of the troops in the room of, 
colonel Clive; and was informed; that the prince 
(called  Shanzadda) was again preparing to enter 
the province of Bahar with a large army, and: 
joined by ſeveral Zemindar of that province who» 
. OFFER part with him the year | before. 
his proves that the revolution effected by the. 
arts of colonel Clive and Mr. Watts promiſed 
nothing I than à permanent peace and ſecure 
poſſeſſion of the new acquiſions ia Bedgal. 
Tbe nabob of Parnia had taken the field on the 
Eaſtern bank of the Ganges; about balf way be- 
tween Patna and Muxadavad and his motives for 
ſo doing were; the umbrage he had taken at the 
late encroachments of the company, being inclined _ 
to join the prince, if a favourable opportunity of- 
fered. 198 7 Clive judged it therefore expedient. 
that he ſhould march with a detachment to Muxa- 
wad, there to wait his arrival and his orders. 
zlonel Caillaud ſet out from Calcutta in Decem- 
ber, with the detachment of 300 Europeans, 50 
_ artillery, fix pieces of cannon and a battalion of 
ſeapoys, conſiſting. of about 1000 men, and arrived 
at Muxadavad. the 26th. On the dth of January 
rd Clive and colonel Ford joined him. Lerd 
ks then introduced him to the nabob, recom- | 
mended him to his friend{hip, and deſired he would 
repoſe all the confidence poſſible in colonel _— SY 
| 9 5 


* 


y N 


— 85 8 + 240 } 3 ö | 
nud, who was well inclined and attached to his 
intereſt. On the 14th Lord Clive and colonel 
Ford ſet out upon their return. And on the 18th. 
he began his march to Patna, joined by the nabob's 
ſon at the head of a large number of Aung for- 

ces. Thete was a great many difficulties in ſetting” 
out the expedition ; the low ſtate of the nabob's* 
treaſury obliged him to borrow money, as he could 


| get it from the bankers in mortgaging countries 
| | 2 it. Colonel Caillaud reached a place oppoſite . 
"Mp to which the nabob of Parnia was encamped. On 
# | the zoth, be had not declared his intentions 
l! zpenty ; but ſaid, he was ready and willing to obey 
4 the nabob's orders in every thing; to pay all the 


1 revenues that were due, aud to prove himſelf 2 
1 faithſul ſubject and ſervant. He was at the head! 
a large body of troops; and as the affairs of, 
- Patna were than ſituated, it was dangerous to have 
ſiuch force in his rear, without knowing whether he 
_ eeuld'truſt them. The colonel endeavoured to 
N ſettle matters between him and the nabob as well 
A be could ; he would except of no mediation but 
1 his ; he would not ſee the young nabob, but took 
1 his ſecurity, that if he faithfully diſcharged. all the 
h demands the old nabob had on him for revenues. 
due, he would endeavour to get the nabob's conſent 
== that he ſhould remain in his command. This kept 
1 colonel Caillavd ſeven days, and at this time the 
Wo prince was drawing near Patna, The ſubah of 
+ that province, had à conſiderable” army under his 
command, beſides a battalion of our ſeapoys that 


. Vas left in gatriſon at Patna by lord Clive, Wh 
1 | Joined him upon that occafion, and marchad out 
14 SBS i ns ; * Arn 1 
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of the eity with theſe forces.” Colonel Calllavi? re- 


peatedly: wrote to him, and preſſed him nog, to come 
to an action but wait his arrival, and had no doubt 
then of ſucceſs againſt the prince. Howeyer, he 
choſe to follow his on advice; he engaged the 
prince; two of his Principal jamantdars deſerted 
him during the action; he was totally defeated 
and 3 wounded : four hundred of our ſoa- 
poys marched to his aſſiſiance, when he was ſur- 
rounded by the enemy, ſaved bim, and were cut 


to pieces themſelves, with three European gentle- 


men, two officers, and one gentleman, a volunteer. 
The remainder of the battalion ſecured his retreat 
into Patna, which the Shauzadda immediately in- 
veſted. The colonel, received the news of his de- 
feat the 11th of February, and marched with all 
expedition in his power; ſuch as obliged him on 


the 1 ßth to raiſe the fiege of Patna; and on the 


22d the two armies met and engaged. The you 1 
nabob follows quite a contrary diſpoſition to th 


colonet Caillaud wanted him to make, but he ſaved 


him in imminent danger, and the enemy was to- 
tally routed: The inftant the engagement was 
over, the ygung nabob retired to his tent, on ac- 


count of the wounds he had received. Colonel 


Caillaud requeſted and conjured him to give him 
ever ſo ſmaſl 4 body of cavalry, and with his Eu- 
ropeans and ſespoys, fatigued as they were, he 
would do his beſt to purſue the enemy, and. clear 
the country of them; he was deaf to all the colo- 
nel's intreaties. The handfut; of troops he was at 
the head of, were fatigued beyond meaſure with 


the forced marches he had made, put it quite out 
of bis power to purſue the ſugitives. Beſides 
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Knox, with 200 Europeans, 2 bartalion of ſeapoys 


K J 


of fix pleces of canton, which he bad in the field, 
four brake down during the engagement, and ſome 
time was neceſſary to put theſe carriages in repair. 


At length, he perſuaded the nabob to leave the city 


of Patns on the 29th of February, and on the 2d 
of March he received advice that the prince was in 


full march for the province of Bengal. He had the 
advantage of a day's march of the army, as his 
conſiſted almoſt entirely of cavalry, unincumbered 

with baggage. On the 7th, colonel Caillaud got 
within ten miles of him; he marched off in the 


night, and took his way acroſs the mountains, to 
enter the province of Bengal in another part; 


a road through which no army before had ever 
marched: however, the colonel followed him, and 
on the 4th of April joined the old nabob who was 
in the field. On the 6th, with their united armies, 
they got ſo near the ptince, that he propoſed to the 


nabob to give him a body of Cavalry, and ſome 


horſes to aſſiſt him in carrying the Europeans, who 


were exhauſted and ſpent with fatigue, and he 


would attack the prince in his camp that night. 
This he would not comply with, and the next day 
he came up however with the rear of their army, a 
tiver only dividing them; he again ſent repeated 


meſſages to the nabob to beg he would only march 


a body of cavalry to keep the enemy in play until 
he could come up with his infantry ; but this he 
would never conſent to, and the enemy marched 
off unmoleſted; and in two days after took the 


ſame round into the province of Bahar. The colo- 


nel concerned for the ſafety of Patna, which he 
knew was deſtitute of troops, detached captain 


and 
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and two pieces of cannon, to mareh with all the 
_ expedition he p. e for the relief of Patua; 
if the prince ſhould beſiege it: he came in time to 
ſave the city, on which the prince had made two 
general aſſaults, and was preparing for a third, 
when captain Knox arrived with ſome part of his 
detachment, and obliged him to raiſe the ſiege a 
ſecond time. Colonel Caillaud remained in camp 
with the old nabob and his ſon until the 16th of 
May, when again he marched againſt the nabob 
of Parnea, whom the ſubah of Bengal had endea- 
pulls pu bring back to his duty, which the other 
refuſed, and would comply with none of his terms, 
broke his promiſe with the colonel, and was ſetting 
out with an intention of joining the prince, On 
the 22d; he again reached Patna, and crofled the 
river there; but beſore that happened, captain 
Knox, whom he had ordered to march from Patna 
acroſs the river, to endeavour to ſtop the ptogreſa 
of the nabob of Purnea, ſo that he might get up 
with him, had taken a ſtrong and judicious poſt, 
and was attacked by the nabob's whole army, and 
maintained his poſt with great braver. 
On the 27th, the colonel came up with the ene - 
my who had been retreating. as faſt as they could; 
the young nabob with his army being two miles in 
the rear ; the cannonading began between the two 
armies ; he ſooh ſeized their cannon, diſlodged 
them from all their poſts, and would have obtained 
a complete victory, if the foot could have avertaken 
the cavalry, of which his army was chiefly compo · 
ſed;he had none of his own, and the nabob would not 
ſend him a fingle horſeman : they continued pur- 
ſuing the nabob of Purnea until the 3d of July; 


they 
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. Knyiweteto have continued their march next day; 


wien between one and two o'clock” in the morn- 


ing Mr. Luſtiington came into his tent with a meſ- 


ſenger, and told the colonel the young nabob was 


Sea bis ſurpriſe was beyond exprefſion, and 
- having enquired *how* the gin ny Boyne he 
81 


on his 


was anſwer by a flaſh of lightnin 5 as he 1 
'Puan or prime mi- 


bed ina few minutes after his 


niſter came to tho colonel in great diſtreſs, affuring 


kim that if ſomething was not immediately done, 


the bonſequence would be the plunder of the camp, 


and the nabob's troops 'marching off, whenever 
they'thought proper. There was no way to pre- 
vent this accident,” and the confuſion which muſt 
fold w, but to endeavour to keep his death a ſecret 
om (he army, in order to gain time to bring ſome 


of the jamantdars of the greateſt conſequence, and 


artach them to the intereſt of the, company. The 
colonel ſent for one or two of theſe he could moſt 
confide'in, told them the caſe, and requeſted as a 
mark of the regard they had for their old maſter to 
continue faithful in the ſervice of the old nabob, and 
io bring over by degrees, as many of the other ja- 
mantdars as they could to this way of thinking; 
be, on his part engaged to uſe all his endeavours 
with" the old *nabvb, that all the arrears of pay 
and all the juſt demands they might have, ſhould 
be ſettled to their, fatisfation. It was then 
agreed, that the army ſhovld march back towards 
Patna, and give out that the young nabob was 
in: this was performed in ſeven days, and du- 
Ang that time, except the people who were in- 
truſted with the ſecret, the army had no know- 


This 


ledge ol the young nabob's death, © oo 


WT 
2» i 


This was the concloſion of the colonebs cams 
paign, who ſoon after his arrival at Patna received 
advice of Mr. Vanſittart's arrival at Calcutta, as 
Mr. Holwell who had ſucceeded lord Clive in 
the chair, only by virtue of his rank, in order of 
ſucceſſion; and the certainty of another governor 
being ſoon appointed, was known to the whole 
country; and of courſe, that degree of reſpect 
which the nabob would have had for a governor 
appointed by the company, was not paid to Mr. 
Holwell, who acted as preſident in the interim, of 
another's daily expected. Mr. Holwell foon faw 
this and reſented it, The nabob's weak and irreſo- 
lute character gave ſtill more diſguſt to Mr. Hol- 
well, who had too much ſenſe to find fault with 
his councils and his meaſures. He became ſenſi- 
ble that this man whom lord Clive had raiſed to the 
mifnnd to ſerve his private views, was worſe in e- 
very reſpect than his predeceſſor ; and wiſhed for 
another revolution. Thus every ſubſequent” goyer- 
nor of Bengal actuated by private pique, or diſ- 
pleaſed at the public conduct of the nabob's ap- 
pointed by the companies, thought he had a ri 
to change the ſyſtem of the nabob's of Bengal's go- 
vernment, and even to depoſe them at pleaſure. 
Colonel Caillaud being applied to, as commander 


in chief, to ſecond the defigns of Mr. Holwell, 


delivered his ſentiments on the ſubject, with the 
candour and freedom of an honeſt man, in the fol- 
lowing terms. . 
„Bad as the man may be, whoſe cauſe we now 
ſupport, I cannot be of opinion, that we can get 
rid of him for a bettter, without running the "a 
ES | | 75 
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bk much greater inconveniencies, attending on fuel 


a chaage, than thoſe we now labour under. I pre- 
ſume the eſtabliſhing tranquility in theſe provinces, 
would reſtore to us all the advantages of trade we 
could wiſh for, the profit and honour of our em- 
ployers; and I think, we bid fair to bring that 
tranquilitity about by our preſent influence over the 
ſubah, and by ſupporting him, than by any change 
which can be made. No new revolution can take 
place without a certainty of troubles, and a tevolu. 
tion will certainly be the conſequence, whenever we 
withdraw our protection from the ſubah. We 
cannot in prudence neither, I believe, leave this re · 
volution to chance; we muſt in ſome degree be 
inſtrumental to bringing it about; in a caſe 
It is very poſſible we may raiſe a man to the digni- 
ty, juſt as unfit to govern, as little to be depended 
upon, and in ſhort, as great a rogue as our nabob; 
but, perhaps not fo great a coward, not ſo great a 
fool, and of conſequence much more difficulty to 
manage. e CofE re 
As to the injuſtice of, ſupporting this man on ac- 
count of his cruelties, oppreſſions, and his being 
deteſted in his government; I ſee ſo little chance 
in this bleſſed country of finding a man endued with 
the oppoſite virtues, that I think we may put up 
with theſe vices, with which we have no concern, if 
in * matters we find him fitteſt for our pur - 
3 „ | 

= As to his breach of his . treaty, by introducing 
the Dutch laſt year, this I believe cannot admit a 
doubt. Colonel Clive before he left the country, 
ſeemed to excuſe what was ſuſpicious in his conduct 
in that affair, by giving out, it proceeded not ow 


4 


| id 

Actual guilt, but from the timidity of his nature, 
But if we ſtill ſuſpect him from further circumſtan 
ces, we always have it in our power to put it to 
the teſt at once, by making him act as he ought, 
whether he will or no. c e 
Wich regard to drawing our ſwords againſt the 
| lawful prince of the country, no man can more pity 

his misfortune than I have done, nor would any one 
be more willing and happy to be inſtrumental in 
aſſiſting him to recover his juſt right. But, ſuch a. 
plan, is not the thought of a day, nor the execution 
of it the work of a few months; there is a power- 
ful party ſtill remaining: the vizier with the Ma- 
ratta's and Jutes, who notwithſtanding the conſtant 
ſucceſs of Abdallah againſt them, ſtill make head 
againſt him, and ſuch are their reſources and their 
numbers, that I believe they will at laſt oblige the 
Paran's to leave the country; for though they can- 
not beat them fairly out of the field, they bid fair 
to ſtarve them out of the country. ; 


* 


Tou have no doubt received advice from Mr. 
Haſtings, that Adallah has ſent orders to the ſe- 
veral powers, to acknowledge the prince, king of 
Hindoſtan, by the name of Shah Allum; rupees 
are ſtruck by his order at Banaras and Lacknow, 
in that name; orders are alſo given to Sujah Dow- 
lah, to accept the poſt of vizier; and our nabob 
has got, it is ſaid, inſtructions to acknowledge 
him, and pay him the obeiſance due to the king of 


— 


kings, as he is ſtiled. 8 e 
If we were perfectly ſure Abdallah would remain, 

as he ſays, until he ſaw the prince well fixed on the. 

throne, and the peace and tranquility of the coun- 


try reſtored ; we might, I think, all join * 


—— 


— 


—— 


— — - \ — K 
—— —— — — — — . — . — — . 6 o 
- — — 8 ay — — — — - . . 
— * wr 


OOTY oY ee Er RO ee 
l 7 7 a 
I. 
PS : 1 
x 


7 


W — — — . * 
r CO IO AA gs OO — 
- 
- 
. 
- 


„ „ 
be a match for the Marattas; but we muſt be well 
aſſured that Abdallah will heartily engage, and 
when engaged in the cauſe, will firmly ſupport z 


for ſhould his appointment of his be more (as it is 


poſſible) than a finiſhing ſtroke. to end his expedi- 


tion with the eclat of having given us a-mogul, and 


when a certain number of the country powers had 
entered into the alliance, he ſhould think of a re» 
turn to his own. country, and leave us to fight 


it out with the other contending party: I fear the 


vizier and the Marattas would be too ſtrong for 
thoſe who remained of the alliance, ſuppoſing them 


to be the Ruellah's, with Sujah Dowlah and the 


nabob of Bengal. However, ſuppoſing all this 


ſhould take place, why could this not be done with 
dur nabob in our hand, ſtill his friends and his pro- 
A 24 a8 : 


The rains will give us time to negotiate, to ſee 
we go on ſure grounds, and make ſuch a plan of 
the alliance as will do us honour, and be an advan- 
tage to our country and our employers. But᷑ let us 
not abandon the nabob. Beſides the reaſons I have 
urged above, one more ſtill remains, which I 
believe will have ſome weight, and make us cau- 
tious how we attempt, without very ſtrong and ur» 
gent reaſons, any change in the preſent ſyſtem. 
The cauſe which firſt gave riſe to the preſent 
ſhare,of influence, which we enjoy in this part of 
the mogul empire is well known. A juſt reſent- 
ment for injuries received, was the -firft motive 
which induced us to make a trial of our ſtrength ; 
our ſucceſſes enlarged our views, and made us 
ehearfully embrace all opportunities of increafing 


t 1 
Mat intereſt and influence, both on actount of the 
advantages which accrued from it to the honoura - 


ble ccmpatiy 7; as likewiſe; the hopes that it might 


in time prove a fource of benefir and riches to our 
country: ſuch were, I believe, the motives of the 
honourable company, when they ſolicited and obs | 
_ tained" colonel” Coore's regiment from the govern- 


ment; and ſuch, I am certain; is the plan which 
the colonel propoſes on his return to purſue and to 


ſopport, in hopes to convince the miniſtry, and 
the company, as he is convinced himſelf, that if 


they pleaſe to ſupport his project, t will ptoye of the | 


greateſt advantage to the public. 


All we can wiſh to do is, not to ſuffer the nabob | 


td impoſe on us, and to check every beginning of. ; 
an independence he may endeavoyr to aſſume. 


think, we muſt put an end to our fighting ſyſtem, . 


and talk coolly on affairs, &c.“ 
However, colonel Caillaud approved in Septem- 
ber a revolution, which he had diſapproved in 


May, and the motives of this ſeeming ihconfiſten- 


cy, were, that the preſident of Bengal could not 
preſerve the aſcendency which lord Clive had over 
the nabob, which flowed from the ſenſe of the fa- 
vours he had received from his maker. He decla- 
red, he had put off by delays, and ſometimes with 
reaſons every change of ſyſtem in che nabob's go- 


vernment, which though he adopted Mr. Holwell's 
plan in his mind, — he was deſirous to wait till 
the arrival of a permanent governor. That til! 


then, he thought of nothing but temporary expe - 
dients, formed to the day and to the minute. That 
the NT death of the nabob's fon had 
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made 2 3 in the ſituatiog Aalen in 
ä Fg country. Th e he had in Mr. Van- 
s abilities an ee 19 him without 
 xelyctance adopt. h his pa „ he. knew bis motives, 
93 3 were boat ang difiatereſted,,as. to himſelf; 
. * adya r Ne his, . 
and ſuc EA oat gon 
N — 2 — Ae the fee 
8 Fe 8 affairs thc 2 1 5 fp En 
| nion. Hs degla oe eee | 
475 5 of. Ne e W Wear 
= . aber 0 her om was be ou bring 
ing TRY chat revo lotion; chat the nan dae 
Ally. E han. P the articles, Wh: agcepting the 
by WA ment ot the 5 in Bepgal, under Jafhier 
N gy han, (in the preſcnce, as be believed. of Mr, 
Vapſatart, Mr. Sumner, Mr. Holwell and him- 
ſelf) the new vice · nabob, after expreſſing the ma- 
ny obligations he had for out intended good offices 
in his favour, 2 5 a papet to Mr. Vaoſiuart, 
Which as this e leman interpreted, contained a, 
note 52 20 lacks of rupees, payable to the gentle- 
men then preſent, who all concutred in deſiring 
| Mer A. v5 to. the 9 diſintereſt- 
e e eee bee 
| Coſſim Ally Khan ;. tell; 3 that, he m 
We motives for his advancement. . He preſled on 
te 


Vanſittart again the acceptance of the paper, 


ling him, that 8 they 1 As to refuſe that 


favour, he ſhould fear that gentlemen. preſent 

- were, not well plegſed with the appointment. Mr. 
N who knew his own motives, as well as 
thoſe of the gentlemen i in the committee, told Coſſim 
Hy Khawn, 3 him the paper . When 

| 0 en 


te When du Rave paid off all arrears due to the 

company, to voor own troops, that the peace of 

this country is ſettled, and that your own treafury 
is fall; if then you think proper to make us any | 

acknowledgment for the fervices now done y 

we ſhall not then be unwilling to accept ſuch marks, 
as you will be Fon to give us T your friend- 
ſhip.” The affair. ended there, and colonel Cail- 
hud declared lolemnly upon his honour, there was 
ho ſtipulations, no. partition treaty, or any thing 
of the Kind mentioned then or after, to his know- 
ſedge, of that tranſaction. Gagen £0 
Colonel Caillaud faid, he little expected after 
thitteen years ſervice in that country, and nine of 
them in the field; that the little fortune he made, 
mould become the object of fo public an enquity., 
but, he was happy to meet this enquiry more than 
half way, and the more fo, in this particular point; 
as perhaps it may give him an opportunity of doing 
Juſtice to the memory of the man. from whom he 
received ſingular ſavours, meaning Mr. Vanſittart, 
who conferred them with his uſual delicacy and ge- 
neroſity; fo that he knew not but to this minute, 
the ſum he received vpon the occafion, and that he 
was willing and ready to declare, may be charged 
to. his account. a Ns 721 
After Coſſim Ally Khan was placed in the go- 
vernment, he went up to the army at Patna, came 
down again, embarked. for the coaſt in January 
1761, remained there a year and an half, and 
coming back to Calcutta, called there upon extra- 
ordinary buſineſs. In October 1762, Mr. Van- 
firract 25 going to Monghyr, told the colonel, 
* If I am happy enough to ſettle with the — 
| rae 


= 


teen him and my council, and, that I gan with 
Propriety remind him of the ſervices, you, jointly 
bh > Ai him; 1 ſhall certainly endeavour to ſerve you. 
| Mfr. Vanfittart went up to Monghyr, and embark: 

| ed on board a ſhip for Europe in the year 1763. 
Colonel Caillaud receiyed an account current from - 
Mr. Vanſittart, in which he found credit for two 
lack of rupees, unſolicited. as he had mention 
before, and much beyond his expectations; 
this, upon his honour, was the whole he receive: 


<= directly or indirectly upon that occafion z ſo little 
id; 


tee unfortunate differences that have ſubſiſted be, 


— „„ 


Log 


quired or knew what others might haye got upon. 
5 the ſame occaſion; and, that if money N his 
| '  objeQt, he ſhould have been more curious in his in- 

| quiries. It is not ſtated in the account from Mr. 
| Vanfittart, from whom the two lack came, but he 
Bp ſuppoſed from Coffim. He ſaid Coſſim took poſ- 
feſhon of the houſe and effects of Meer Jaffier, 
after Jaffier had taken out every thing that he 
wanted. It appears that Meer Jaffier rather than 
conſent to the terms propoſed, ſent for Coſſim, and 


was money his object or thought, that he never en- 


gave up the government to him immediately. _ 
A member of the houſe being preſent, deſired to 
acquaint the committee, that be was Chairman of 
the company at that time, and was the principal 
cauſe of colonel Caillaud's coming home, in order 
to do juſtice, to a character he eptertained a high 
opinion of; that the court of directors entered into 
à minute enquiry, when he was unanimouſly acquit- 
ted, and returned to India with higher honours. 
Mr. Sumner ſtated his reaſons for aſſenting as 
nnn committee, "v9 the weg & 
F | | epQy 
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gofing Meer Jaffier, and placing Coffim ally Kha 
on the Miinud; and ſaid; that without” iofiiting 
on the public treaty on the part of Meer 
Jaſſier, in the inſtance of the Dutch invaſion,” and 
the many other doubtful parts of his conduct, the 
irregulatities of his private life, or the crimes and 
truelties with which he was charged; he would reſt 
the reaſons for his conduct on the neceflity of the 
reformation, from the extreme difficulties and im- 
minegt dangers, the affairs of the company, as well 
as thoſe of the ſtate were reduced to by the jealouſies, 
indolence and inactiyity of the nabob Meer Jaffier, 
. and the bad adminiſtration and corruption of his 
miniſters, in the collection and diſſipation of the 
revenues; and adding to theſe, the inteſtine trou- 
bles through the whole country, he was of opinion 
and ſtill continued firm in the ſame, that it would 
have been ĩmpoſſible to have ſupported the ſyſtem 
of government then eſtabliſhed two months longer, 
and that embarked as they were with Meer Jaffier 
they myſt have inevitably ſhared in his ruin. Mr. 
Sumner wiſhed to have it underſtood, that when the 
committee firſt entered into negotiation with Meer 
Coſſim, the only idea was reformation in the miniſ- 
try; not a revolution in the govermnent, and that 
It was the unexpected obſtinacy of Meer Jaffier 
alone, not an original deſign of the committee, 
that placed Meer Coſſim on the Miſnud ; that he 
believed it was a circumſtance as little. thought of by 
Mr. Vanſitart as by himſelf, when he left Calcutta, 
on his viſit to the nabob, for the purpoſe of- thoſe 
reformations; but, he readily admitted the neceſſity 

of the ſubſequent change made by Mr. Vanfitarr, 


erer Parr c ot which, from his intimate CON 
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of 5 he gave the fulleſt eredit $04 Be: fe- 
>. that be was and ſtill remained of opinion, 


that the deſtruction of Meer Juffier's government 
made the intended re formation neceſſary, and hav- 


ing gone full lengths, there was no room for reced 


ing; and that, on the whole, he flattered himſelf 
4 all matters were duly weighed, his conduct 
would ſtand juſtified in the opinion of every candid 
and impartial man, whether he was confidered as à 


ſudject of e en wy aan ImMEcdInE an | 


of theicompany; :- G eren 
The Dutch n at the daily oheried= 


ments of the Engliſh company, and foreſeetng the 


precariouſneſs of their eftabliſhments on the Coro- 

mandel coaft, ſhould the nabobs of Bengal be re- 
duced to the ſtste of abjection, they haue been of 
late years brought to; Mr. Biſdom, director of 
Chinſura, wrote to the nabob Jaffier Ally Khan 
divers letters, the ſubſtance: of which is as follows: 
ur ſettlement was eſtabliſned here long before 


the Engliſn, and other nations entered this kingdom, 


of which we were eye witneſſes. Our power was 
then greater, as well as our trade ; but now we per- 


Ceive, that both our power, intereſt, and wealth are 
Joſt, whilſt that of other nations daily increaſe; In 


this caſe, what courſe have we left? our Ans ear 
ad: ſhame is almoſt inevitable. 

For this reaſon, and for the © ſecurity” of dor 
bene, as well as for the ſervice of vour excel- 
lency, I have ſent for troops into "this country: 


— are our maſter and ſovereign, and therefore I 


for your protection, and wait your order to 
5 our troops to this place. I beg to obſerve, 


that * but the law of che ſtrongeſt could pre- 


vent 


4 


' 


* ES 1 


vont the Datch from ſending reidforcements I 
Chin a, as the event ſhewed it, and they ac- 
k nov ledged no other ſoxereigns than the nabobs of 


| Bengal,, conſequently | they, had, the ſame right as 


the kngliſh to augment the garriſons of their eſta- 
bliſhment for! theirs ſecurity, and lord Clive took 
upon himſelf to oppoſe them by military force in 
open, violation aſ the peace betwixt the two nations. 
However, it ſeems that even Meer Jaffier bimſelf, 
the creature of lord Clive, did befriend the Dutch 
in {ſegrety and was more; apprehenſive of the "gs 
lun power, than of a Duch invaſion) .- 95 

As our nation, continued the Dusche dinsctor, has 
always. been encouraged hy | the favour of your ex» 


cellency . and mare»: particularly frum that: time, 
when having a favourable regard to out 


company's 
bobneſe you e e 


Caſſimbuar, of yours Fo — con 

theſe: circumſtances, I was-extremelyiſurpciſed; thad + 
your-excellency. during your teſidence at Calcutta 
entered into an agreement, tkat you wouldiſtreugth- 
en the fort of Maha Tenn, in order to prevent tho 
Dutch from coming this may,” and alſo give a nots 
to che Engliſn, directing them to oppuſe the corn - 
ing vp of uur army. All theſe things conſidereq, 
it ſeems plain to us, that your excelleecy did not 
enter into the agreement, or gave [this order from 
any ill opinion of us, buti it is all to be imputed to 
the oxerbearing and ra pacious ſpirit of the Engliſh : 
but, if any one enters into an agreement through 
force or diſtreſs, and afterwards doe not abide- by 
it, he: will and juſtied) by the laws of God and 
man, particularly the governor: of à kingdom, 
W 0 ating h thegood of his coun- 
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„„ 
1 of his people: dad 


fore in hopes, through your juſtice and favour," that 


you will recede from your agreement and order, and 
that we ſhall obtain an order from your excellency, 
for bringing up of our army; and alſo, that a poſi- 
tive order may be given to the Engliſh on no a- 
count to moleſt them; for we ſent for the ſaid 
army into this country, in conſequence of your 
direction. The king's revenues are greatly de- 
trimented, and the country almoſt ruined, and of 


this you can only look upon the Engliſh as the 


ſole cauſe. - Our nation formerly brought eonſi - 
derable ſums of money into this kingdom, and 


did not carry any; and now the Engliſh are fo 


5 that no trade can be carried on by us, 
which reaſon no money now arrives, and the 
Engliſh yearly remit conſiderable ſums. By this 
means the revenues of the country are greatly 


decreaſed, and therefore how will you be able, 


without great difficulty, to maintain your forces? 
and when your enemies come upon you, you will 
not then be capable of oppoſing them: this time 


by it you will favour the company they will ever be 


at your command, and your preſent anxiety and 
uneaſineſa may be removed. Your excellency 
cannot take a better ſtep, and I hope you will 
take this into your favourable and ſerious conſi · 
deration, and return me a proper anſwerr.. 

The troops were brought here for the 3 
of the ſhips: this I acquainted your excellency 


of ſeveral times. During their ſtay in camp, they 


moleſted no man, nor had any diſturbances with 


the country people: this alſo you are well aſſured 


of 3 it was never "my intention they ſhould e 
; ut 
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bu e Engliſh hoiſted M rs colouts, and imme 
. diately came down upon nem, and a battle en- 
ſued. 1 was defizous that ſome advantage ſhould 


they were. brought up; and intended to have landed 
on board ; the. ſhips, the {alt-perre and othet goods 
that wert bought, and with the. people that came 
here, difpatch them 
would not permit the boats to paſs. I am willing 
to act up to our agreement, and hope your exce N 
lency will adhere to it alſo: in this we entirely de- 
png, your. favour. - The company have ſot a 
ong time carried on trade here; and therefore. 
earneſtly defire you will continue to them yout. fas... 
vout and protection, as we are not able of ourtclves 
to root out out enemies.” - 8 


ſecond article of the treaty, to prevent any ſhips or 
troops of the Dutch coming into Bengal, and cer- 


had they Veen permitted to introduce ſeven or eight- 
hundred Europeans : the pretended hoflilities were 
but teprildls for the injufies they had received from . 
the Eaglith company. The Rrength of the Durch | 
to about 130 military men, which was not fuffi-- 
tie nm 8 
la che courſe of the examination before the ſelecx 
commiktet appointed by the houfe of commons, in 
regard to preſents received by the eompapy's ſer- 


ariſe to the.riotsfrotn.the ſale bf the goods, when 


| Indeed the nabob of Bengal was bound by the 8 


tainly the Ditch would have scted as our enemies 


before that operatiog, is all their factories amovated — 


— 
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Europe j; but the Engliſn 5 RY, Pg 


vants at the revolution, which placed Coffim Alx, 


Khan on the Mifnud ; Mr. Sumaer confirmed ia 
his depofition Mr. Vaokdtait's difintereſtedneſs g 
the witneſs declared the caufe of his -diſmiion 
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5 TOY the company 18 e * * «eb 3 
1 leiter to the court of directors, as one of their 


* 


- Eovuncil among many others, wherein they expoſtu- 
Hated: on what they thonght bath add ündeferved 
treatment; that this letter gave the ditectors ſuch 
. *umbrage, that every man in India wha bad ſigned 
dz was ; diſmiſſed without the kalt tegard to the 


8 merite or length of their ſervices. 


r 


Several months after Collins's viii, 


'Coja Petruſe, the nabob's agent in Calcutta, re- 

ſented Mr, Sumner in the name of the nabob, ub 

- "16,0001. from the time of his diſmiſfion, to 25 

leaving Bengal. The 20th of January 1762, be 
teceived further, and in the like manner at differ- 

ent times the ſum of 18,000]. This was a free apd 

Lo uptaty gift, as by far the largelt part of, the 


prefenc was received after His diſwimon. Mr. 


Dummer conſideted the tranſaQion bonouable, and 


rever made a ſecret of it. Mr. Holwell who was 


of the cooncil, received two lack and 70,000 ru- 
pres 3 Mr. Mac Guite ove lack and $6 000 ; Mr. 
Culling Smith one lack and 34,000 ; Major Yorke, 


who commanded the detachment immediately at- 


- tendant on Meer Coſſim, one lack and 344000, 
It was not known, whether Mr. Vanſitiart received 


any thing, as he had declined receiving the pabob's 


Fiſt offer on account of the exigencics of the ſtate 


which wete preſſing, and had declared to Coſlim, 
thar if when the company was ſettled, he found 


himielf in a fituation 10 gratify his friends as he 


thought proper, be would for his part, undet ſuch 


| cireumſtances, freely accept any token of his re- 


'gard, and ſuppoſed the other gentleman would do 


the fame. Indeed, conſidering that preſents are 
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jewels and other e 
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aſe N 75 hat 14, "x? that 9 
ae is. the only motive of Actions there ; Mr.“ 


Vangttact's generous refuſal” on this e e 
be 100 * commended. 


bad not difcharged his debt 1 LS his treaty. 
with the company in 1757,.2 balance remained 
due, for which when the atlignments 1 in the Burd-.. 
wan country were 9085 up, the company received 
ects, which, were conſidered *. 
full ſecurity, not as Fe 
It ſeems the nabo 
ell much oneaſineſs by Mr. Vaaß ctart's refuſal of 
the obligation of 20 lack of rupees, and ſaid, he 
apprehended” Mr. Vauffitart and the council, were 
not ſo mych his fr ends as he withed ; upon which, 


Mr. Vahßttart gave! him the Frooget aſſurance of ; 


his eaſt s 
The caſt of Raimnarath having been 4 ſubject 


of enquiry, che circumſtances relating to bim are, 
that he was a very able man, but very avaritious, 
and he had the credit of 5 8500 wealthy, which, 


was a motive, ſufficient for Coſſim Ally Khan to 
with to have tim in his power. He had been al- 
ways an object of the nabob's jealouſy, and even 
Meer Jaffier wiſhed to have hold of his "treaſury ; 
however, my lord Clive, by a ſecret agreement, had 


| ſecured him from any injuſtice of that nature, and 


it was deemed a point of policy to ſupport Ramna- 
rain'; the engagements entered with him by lord 


Clive, were obſerved by major Carnac, in conſe- 


quence of Mr. Vanfittärt's orders. The plea of 


Kamnarrain' being in arrears, was the pretext al; - 


ways made * of for —— him ; but with- 
out 


Coffim au Khan, had "088 
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_ come to a fair and equitabſe account. The gover- 


57 and council thought proper afterwards: - give. 
ntrary directions reſpeCting; that unfortunate man, 


-Y hiſſt major Catnac was at the head of the com- 


pany? forces, refuſed ablolutely, for xeaſons bet - 
ter * Known to himſelf, to obey ſuch orders, alledg+ | 
ing this was a diſhonoyrable aft 10 deliver this man 

his enemy, at 

Colonel Conte baving W wajor — 
* the command of the army, purſued the fame 
oy nr wich reſpect to Ramnarain.. . The. colonel 
S his opinion of his diſapproyal of the reyolu- 

n-in favour of Coſfim, as a meaſure he thought 
would be productive of the "os of tho prey! 
Il perfons concerned in it. 
pon colonel Cooteꝰs arrival in Rengal, he found 
1 two different parties of the council; the one 
that had formed the revolution, and the other that 


| \ .difapproyed of ir, and as the affair had happened, 


however unſortunate. he the bt it. might prove, 
he made it his buſineſs to endeavour to. reconcile 


che two parties, with a reſolution at that time, not 


to interfere in any matter of huſineſs 2 Py 


where he thought go honour was ta be gee 
However, he was over perſuaded by Mr. anſit- 


tart and the other gentlemen, of his 3 N a 
meaſure Which, they mem would 

ſervice. to n up toc the army m 
Patna; accordingly, Fi 2 a ed they would a | 
him inſtructions ta proceed by. It plainly ap 


by them, That the governor and council ha 


ay in view in ſending him there; one was . 
ad a WY of OR HP) the ſuppoſition 55 
W 
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4 tbe a cd te Meg ed 
the other to ſecure and protect Ramnarain in the 
provinee of; Fatna. Upgn bis arrival at Patna, he 
applied with the cloſeſt attention to the buſineſs 
which he was» ſens there, and informed the 

Sbawaadda of the ſentiments of the board: towards 
him; and the deſire the Engliſh had to aſſiſt him to 
the utmoſt oi their power, which he ſeemed very 
ſenſible. of, and very defirqus off e at the 
fame time, deſiring that he might be nad 
acknowledged by us; as he had been by different | 
powers in Indoſtan: the Shawzadda thought it 
very exttaordinaty, that where he himſeif 
there he was not ack u Colonel — 
formed Ramnarain, that he had orders from the 
governos and council to protect him, provided he 
would ſettle his accounts with the nabob, and chere. 
fore defired him immediately to fer about it, in- 
forming the nabob of the ſame. During theſe ung 
ſactions the colonel received 2 leiter from 'the- 
board, 8 it to him to proclaim the 
N he my pts —_ ee tern 
this requeſt, might prove con e to 
the. nabob,. and to the cotapany at that time j fer 
he had given away-ſeveral of the bheſt provinces to 
different. people that belonged to him. particularly CE 
Putnea ; he therefore thought it, to the beſt of ble, "> 
jodgment, far the advantage of the company and 
the nabob, as it was the prince's inclination to let 
him go to Sujah Dowlab ; at the ſame time he had 
got the nabob to conſent to that meaſure, and to 
pay à viſit with him to the prince; that it was 
thought adviſeable, bath. by the nabob and ſeveral 0 
* 3 6 preſent, _ 

_ "the 
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half of the Engliſh, oed coin the fictas; and 
_ agknowletdge him 
| mould pate the | boundary of the- province; this 


on the day that he 


ha ſeemed ſatisſied with, and it was agreed, that 
maporCarnac with part of the ar Ar e 
"ow the; major er e Fa hom . „ in pro- 

r time of the day he ihoud Join Sojeh Dowlah, 
ia order that the might keep his promiſe ; the na. 
bob conſenting entirely. to all this matter; and. 
at the ſume time agreed that if they proſecuted” 
the expedition, and ſettled matters with Soſah > 
Dowlah, that he would advance the ten lack to. 
Wards the payment of the company's forces. The 
- king was but 2 few days gone, when the nabob 
ſeemed to alter his ſentiments entirely, with te- 
gard to the promiſes he had made, j rurned bis 
thoughts towards the "ſeizing of Remmayaitys ; for 
which, if colonel Coote would give bir vp. he 


- offered him-ſeven lack and à half of rupees, and 


whatever he pleaſed to the gentlemen" of bis fa- 
mily ; this, the Colonel communicated by letter to 
the governor and council. The nabob finding he 
oould not gain his point, with regard to Ramna- 
rain; then thought it neceſſary to write the gover- - 
nor, Mr. Vanſitartt, the moſt ſcandalous invectives 
and ſalſe accuſations againſt: the colonel; and was 
determined, that he would not declare the king; 
they had both given their words of honour for do- 
iyg it. The nabob had then a large army encamp- 
ed on the outſide of Patna. Colonel Cobte was in 
the city and from the detachment which he had 
made, and which were ſent for, the collection of 
15 revenues with 1823 Rag 7 he had not then 
| under 


3 « 
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thoroughly ſatisfied, provided he only brought in 
the attendants about his perſon ; this he conſented 


- 10 : the night, before the Mogul was ta be pro- 
claimed the nabob, ſent the colonel word, that he 
would not proclaim him, nor come into the city, 


valeſs he had the gates delivered up to him, which 


be would by no means conſent to; at the ſame time, 


the -coloncl. informed him, that he had given his 


| honour, for declaring the Mogul on ſuch a day, 

and that he would have the ceremony performed in 

te city, which would not appear .prgper in the 
eyes of the country, as he was ſubah of the pro- 


vince, and begged to have a conference upon the 


| ſubject, which.the. nabod declined ; the colonel 
was informed by his ſpies, that that very night the 


nabob's camp. was all in motion, and his artilkry 
brought towards the cit7. „ 


: 


: 


nd above 10 Europeans, 70 of 

Which were in the hoſpitals, and about 300 ſeapoys; 
be Was with this force t9.-protet Rammarain, the 
City, and to defend his own. honour.:; The nabob 
 *knowidg his weakneſs, thought it a proper oppor- 
- tunity to get potieſhon of the city. He applied to 
the colonel ſor leave to come into the fart of the 
city, the day before the Mogul was to be proclaim- 
ed; to which colonel Coote agreed; and be ſeemed - 


- 


Colonel Codte ſent next morning to one of his . 


chief miniſters, to learn. the reaſon of ſuch'a move- 
ment, and the meaning of the nabob, which he 


told him was done by Coja Gregery, who. was his 


head general; and he was not afraid to ſay, at the 
Durbar that it would be productive of miſchief, 
Finding the next night the ſame movements and 


diſturbances in his camp, the colonel thought it 


neceſ- 


3 W "IR orgy a at 7 
e himif 0 accordingly, MT come. 
=—_— 1 and à troop of thirty e 
1 er cee 4 l ee n 15 i 
== 4 ps at which hour he feat Mr. Watte to 


1 ' the nabob of the colonel's comming + "It was Wn 
} © _ , before he arrived ar his tent, and Sit, Want io- 


Had ſedt to him, . had not feen kim; he went 
dato the out r tent, raking piſtols. in his hands for 
Ai own ſecutity and far dowh 80 It he th 

farther ; as.itis'a cbllom in India, when they. 
mea ill ro a perſon that viſits them in amp, to 

cut the tent cords, and let the tent 17 2 oh the 14 
' fon they mean... to deſtroy ; colonel. C oote deſired 
captain Her to place two of the troopers 50 round t 6 
tent, to prevent any miſchief of. t W. Kind 
finding the nabob would not ſee him, be rode away, 
and left Mr. Watts to inforti him of Als buſineſs 4 
this rhe nabob repreſented to the vernor and 


received ſevere letters from the board, and at his 


be made, which was done, being honourably ae- 


from Ramnarain, which he did accorgingly.: he 
„ was ſoon aſter murdered and his treaſure ſeized. 
Colonel Munto's depoſition before the ſeleft 
-— '_ _ committee appointed by the houſe of commons, 
coineides perfeRly with this excellent officer's cha- 


b 85 . a 1 MO R 8 


council, 48 4 den inſult, for which the colonel . 


| rafter and reputation, as a man of great honour and 


i 


formed him, that the nabob was not to be ſeen ; he 


return to Calcutta, he defired a ſtrict enquiry might 


- Quitted of the nabob's falſe imputations. The co- 
lone] bad been ordered to withdraw the pfotection 


U 
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lows: © | 


He was in April 1764, under the king's orders, 
from his majeſty's ſecretaries of ſtate and war, to 
return to Europe, with ſuch of his majeſty's troops 
as did not chuſe to enliſt into the company's ſer- 
vice; but, before he embarked for Europe, to ex- 


preſſes atrived from Bengal, acquainting the gover- 


nor and council at Bombay, that Sujah Dowlah and 
Coſſim Ally Khan had marched into the province 
of Bengal at the bead of 60,000 men. Major 


Adams ho commanded the army was dead; that 


the ſettlewent of Calcutta was in the utmoſt con- 


ſternation, and the company's affairs in the ut moſt 


danger they therefore requeſted that the gover- 


nor and council would apply to him to go round 


immediately to take the command of the army with 


his majeſty's troops, and as many as could be ſpared 
from the preſidepcy of Bombay. As his majeſty's 


intention in ſending out troops to India, was to aſſiſt 
and defend the company in their different ſettlements, 

he complied with the requeſt, andarrived at Calcutta 
with his majeſty's troops, and a detachment from 
Bombay ſome time in May. Mr. Vaiſittare Who was 


then goverror, acquainted him, that the army un- 
der the command of major Carnac had been upon 


the defenſive, ſince the death of major Adams; and 
Sujah Dowlab, with his army having invaded the 


pov ; he retreated. before the enemy. Mr. 
Varfirtart requeſted colonel Munro to join with the 
troops he had carried from Bombay, to join the ar- 
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Kill and conduct "rw 0 a cool intrepidizy quel!“ 
led the mutinous fpirit af the army, which he led 
afterwards to victory. His evidence extremely in- 
_ trrefting in every particular is in ſubſtance as fol-. 


my who were in cantonment at. Patna, and take 
Vol. III. wor 7 „„ 
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the command of them. He found the ariny,  Eus 


roprans as well as ſezpoys mutinous, deſerting to 
the enemy, threatening to carry off their officers, 


_ demanding an augmentation of pay agd large ſoms 
of 'money, which they fajd. had been promiſed 


them by the nabob : and diſobedient io all order, 


400 of the Europeans had gone off in a body, an 


the ehemy ſome time before he Joitied- the 


army. This being the ſituation the army Was in, 
he fully determined to endeavour to'conguer that 
mutinous diſpoſition in them, before he would at. 

- tempt to conquer the enemy. He accordingly 
went with a detachment of the king and company's 


Europeans from Patna, with four pieces of artille- 
to Chippera, one of the cantonments. The very 


day the colonel arrived, à whole battalion of ſea- 
poys with their arms and accoutrements, went off 
to join the enemy. He immediately detached a- 


bout 10 Europeans, and à battalion of ſeapoys, 


whole officers told bim, they thought they cou 
depend upon them not to defert, with two field 


pieces, to endeavour to come up with the deſerters, 
and bring them back to him; the detachmeot 
came up with them in the night time, found them 


aſleep. took them priſoners, and carried them back 


to Chippera. The officer who commanded the de- 
tachment ſent him an expreſs, acquainting him with 


the hour he would arrive at Chippera with the pri- 


ſoners. The colonel was ready to receive them 


with: the troops under arms; upon their arrival, at 


Chippora, he immediately ordered their officers to 
pick him out fifty of the men of the worſt charac- 


ters, and who they thought might have enticed the 


bartalion to deſert to the enemy; they did pick 
out fifty, he deſired them to pick him out — 
, \ oy - = our 


, # 


| e Ly 
four men of thoſe fiſty of 4he-worſt characters: he 
immediately otdeted a field court-martial to be 
held by their own black officers, and after repre 
ſenting to the officers the heinous crime the batta- 
lion had been guilty. of, deſired they would imme- . 
diately bring bim their ſentence; they found them 
| guilty of mutiny and deſertion, ſentenced them to 
toffer death, and left the manner to him. Colo- 
nel Munro ordered immediately four of the _— | 
four to be tied to the guns, and: the artillery-ofi- 
cers „a to blow them away. There was a 
remarkable circumſtance, four grenadiers repre- 
ſented as they always had the poſt of ' honour, 
thought they were entitled to be firft blown away'; 
the four battalion- men were untied from the guns, 
and the four grenadiers tied and blown away ; up- = 
on Which the European officers of the battalions ß 
ſeapoys, who were then in the field, came and told 
him, that the ſeapoys would not ſuffer any more 
of the men to be blown away. He ordered the 
urtillery officers to load the four field pieces with 
grape ſhot, and draw up the Europeans with the 
guns in their intervals; defired rhe officers to re- 
turn at the heads of their battalions ; ordered them 
immediately to ground their arms, and if one of 
them attempted to move, he would give orders to 
fire upon them, and treat them the ſame as if they 
were Serajah Dowlah's atmy. They did ground 
their arms, and did not attempt to take them fup 
again, upon which he ordered fixteen more of the 
twenty-four to be tied to the guns by force, and _ 
blown away the fame as the firſt, 'which was done, | | 
He immediately ordered the other four to de car- ö 
ied to a cantonment, where there had been a deſer- 
tion of the ſeapoys ſome time before, with poſitise 1 
1 2 | | or- 1 
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ordern a0 the, commanding officer at that cantont 
mea to blow chem away in the ſame manner a- 
the guns, which was accordingly done, ad which 
Nr an end to the mutiny and deſertioamg. 


works on the banks. of the Soane, to 


N 6 1 8857 


The- coloael took the field after the rains, and ; 
1100 the I gib of September for che tendezvous of 


te troops from their different cantonments. 4 


couple of . before the army marched, he had 
intelligence that the enemy bad advanced. fi 
parties of borſe, and had thrown op ſomme ſome 


impede the 
eroſſing of the troops. He Lag Major Cham- 


pion with a detachment and four field, pieces, to 


march, and croſs the Soane,. ſome miles below 


Where the army was to ctoſs: after Gxing with bim 
© . the hour and day that be intended td arrive at che 
+ Soane with the army; the colonel deſired that he 
might be at that time on the other fide, and endea- 
vour to diſlodge the enemy, and cover the landing 
of the troops. Ile was jo punctual in executing 


his orders, that he began to 1 upon the enemy 
juſt as the van of the army appeared upon the banks 


of the Soane, and ſoon diſlodged them, by which 


means the whole army in four hours was landed on 


the other fide, without the leaſt moleſtation, . The 


colonel continued to march on towards Buxar, 


where the enemy was. The laſt two or three da 17 4 
' | the line of march was a good deal harraſſed Ie l 


enemy's cavalry, fo much, that two ſerjeants, and 


fix or ſeven men of the advanced guard were kil- 
led. On the 22d of October, he arrived at Buxar, 


and encamped. with the army juſt without range of 
the enemy's ſhot; and upon Colonel Munto's go- 


- ing to reconnoitre their fituation with ſome of the 
| * officers, he found the greateſt part of them 


en- 


„C ĩ ·ð A DP 
entrenched, with the Ganges upon their left, and 
the fort, or village of Buxar, on their rear; he in- 
rended to have attacked their camp about one or tw 

in the morgipg of the 23d, and ſent out ſpies to 

briog him ſome intelligence, to know whether he 

— bring his artillery on the right of their camp, 

reſolving not to attack chem on their leſt, that he 

might have a better chance to drive the enemy in- 

to the Ganges; he likewiſe wanted to know, in what 2 

art of their edeampment the force of their artil 2.0 
y Hy, and where the vizier and Coſſim Ally ä 

Khan's tent Rood, The ſpies did not return to 1 

camp till twelve at night; they reported; that te 

enemy were under arms all night, moving their are. 

tillery, and ſending off their women and treaſure in 4 

the night. Colonel Munro went immediately with 

ſome other officers to look at their diſpoſition; 

many of their troops were under arms, but not out 

of theit entrenchments. The colonel and the offi- 
cers who had accompanied him, thought they only 
meant to ſhew themſelves, in order to ſtrike a terror 

into the Engliſh troops, never imagining they 
would quit their lines in order to attack them, 28 8 
a black army never before attacked à European 
army; the Britiſh commander returned to the 
camp, wiſhing the enemy would come out and at: 
tack him, for his army was encamped in order of. 
battle. About eight o'clock. in the morning, th 

field. officer of the day came into the colonel's. tent,” 
and acquainted. him that the egemy's right was in 
motion, and he was ſure they meant to attack 

him; he. immediately went out with a reconnoiters - 
ing glaſs in his hand, and judged the fame by the 

diſpofition of the enemy: upon which he ordered  _ 
the drums to beat immediately to arms, whick 
9 2 5 was * 
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dt 1 
ü and the troops advancing from aher ON 
| campinent, ad were in a few minutes ready to;re- 
cine chem The action laſted from mins till 
twelve, the enemy then gave wa ; went off very 
15 blowing up ſeveral. tumbrets, and ſeo 
magazines of powder as they went ff. 
olonel; Munro immediately ordered the line: to 
. into columns! and purſue,” The enemy had a 
bridge of boars over a rivuler, two miles ftom the 
field df battle, they pierded the boats, and; ſumk 
them before the rear oy, their army got aver, 
 whichmeans there were about 2 0000t them drow 
and ſinking. in the mud; chat was the heſt Wu 
generalfhip Sujah Powlah thewedthat day, becauſe, 
if the colonel -could: have - crofled* the rivulet with 
the army, he would either have taken or drowned 


d whole army in the Caramnaſſa, and come up 


with his treaſute and je wels, and theſe of Coſſim 
Ally Khan, which amounted 0 hetween yo: and 


_ three millions. 


The ſtrength of the Englith I a this ba: 


tle was as follows : 8 


Europeans in battalion rank a0 ORE 9236, "of 
which 240'were king's troops; artillery men 71, 


 European:cavalry-40, in. all European $57, ex- 
3 Qafive of SR ſeapoys, rank Ing file, 7 - 
black cavalry, 918, in all 7,092 ; train of artil- 
lery, 20 field pieces. European officers killed, 
two; wounded, ſeven; European ſoldiers killed, 
84; wounded 49; non-commitſion officers killed, 


three; wounded'fix ; European killed and wound- 
ed, 101; ſeapoys killed, 2053; wounded 414; 


, 85; black. cavalry, killed 45; wounded 
| 24; Ell and Young, 8475 PURE taken in 


2 the 
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the field, "ey which of Gitter 8 an upon 
carriages, add moſt of them Engliſh. The enem 
were no leſs than 40,000; excluſive of 7 
drowned; 2000 of them were killed in the field of 
battle. As there were no ſorgeons to dreſs thoſe 
of the Englith army that had been wounded, and 
give them aſſiſtance, Colonel Munro went for bye 
days ſucceſſively to every man of the enemy's 
wounded in the field, and gave rice and water ta 
ſuch as would take, whick was all he could give 
them. The army remained at Buxar for ſeveral 
days, until hoſpitals were provided for the wound 
ed, and to bury the dead. He then marched the 
army into'Sujah Dowlah's country, and ſent an ex, 
preſs to Calcutta for farther directions from the g- : 
vernor and council. The Mogul, Shah Allum, | 
wrote him a letter the day after the battle, giv 
him joy of the victory over the vizier, who hac 


kept him as a ſtate priſoner, and defiring'T would | 


hs him under my protection, and acquainting 
me, that though he was with the vizier in camp, he 
had left him the night before the battle. Colonel 

Munro anſwered, that he would immediately ſend 
an expreſs to Mr. Vanſittart, the governor at Cal- 
cutta, but that he would not take him under 
tection until I knew how far ſuch a ſtep might be 
propet, and for the intereſt of the company. He. 
ſent to the colonel and wrote to him repeatedly be- 
ſore he had an anſwer from Calcutta, defiring 
the colonel to come to him, for he had ſomething 
very particular to communicate to him. The co- 
lonel at laft ſent him word, that he would wait upon 
him, provided he would not look upon himfelf as 
mſg the Engliſh protection to which be red 

ent 
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205 W Wes colonel Munro wdited upon. the 
Mogul, he told him, that if the Engliſh would take 
bim under protection, he would give them Schah 
| © Dowlah's cou or any thing elſe they pleaſed 

td demand, pet rear many * grievances and 

- hardſhips that Sujah Dowlah lay him under, and 

ſaid, he Was a his ſtate priſoner, - The-colonel 

continued his march with the arniy towards Bana- 
tas, and the Mogul 'continued'to.march with his 

. guards,. and encamped every night, pretty cloſe 

to our encampment. Beſore the army arrived at 

Banaras, colonel Munro had an anſwer from the 
governor and council, who conſented, chat the king 
would be taken under oe Upon the 2 
3 wy s arriving at Banara*, Sujah Dowlah ſent him 

3 his miniſter Beney Babadre, with overtures of 
. ce, whieh the colonel refuſed; becauſe he in- 
| | Ale upon it in the firſt inſtance, that the nabob 

| would deliver him up, Coffim Ally Khan and 
Sumro, the former had ordered ſo e the ſub- 

of Great Britain to be maſſacred, and the 
= undertook to put the horrid crime in execu- 


| 
1 
? 
\/ 
1 
by 
5 
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Bhs tion, when no man in the nabob's army would un- 
A... ” dertake i it but himſelf.. Sumro was à German; and 
A2 general officer ; and bad been before à ſerjeant 
in the French ſervice, deſerted from them to the 
Engliſh, and from them to Coſfim Ally Khan. 
He oe Sujah Dowlah's army at the bat- 
tle of Buxar, and had three or̃ four hundred French 
 deſerters from the Engliſh army under his com- 
mand. Bena Bahadre told the colonel, Sujah Dow- 

lah never could think of giving up Coffim Ally 
Khan, or Sumro, but-if he paſſed from that nd, 


* might _ any other rerms he pleaſed; he 80 


3 


Sojah Doplah would give 28 lack of rupees, to 
defray the expences the company bad been at in 
the war ; 25 lack to the army, and. eight lack for 
the colonel. Ibis he told him, in the Preſence of 
captain Stables and Gordon, who were his aid-de- 
Lais; : Mr. Stewart, the colone!'s ſecretary and 
interpreter: * His anſwer *; if the vizief gave 
me all the lacks i in his treaſury, 1 would make. oo 
with him, until he had deliyered me up thoſp 
murdering 'raſcals; for I never could think that my 
receiving eleven or twelve lack of tupees, was a 
ſufficient atonement for the blood of . thoſe. uofor- | 
tunate gentlemen that were murdered af Fatna, 1 nor 
2 ſufficient atonement to the grief of their parents, 
friends and relations; theſe were his words. Upon 
this*Bege Babadre, and he parted. He returned a 
omg time, with "affurgnces from Sch 175 


that if lege! Munro made peace ma. hi 

. uld put him ppon a 2 100 55 of 
Coſſim and Sumo, and made uſe of al the per- 
Fo hav arguments he. could 10 induce him td make 

colone), ſtill inüſted upon his fieſt 1 6 

Haide Bene Bahadre ere, If 1 was the 
| 1 4 be would A captain Stables, whe 

'Y Co language, to teturn n hipaco 
| 2 nabob's aptly that the nabob wanted to ſpeak 
to captain Stables. The colonel, told the captain, 
that as he was fully Jogger Tg never © depart 
from the vizier, giving up Coſhm, hh ume in 
particular, he did not wiſh or adviſe im to go, 
for that they might uſe him the ſame way as Fg o- 
: of unhappy gentlemen at Patna. Captain Stables 
15 that he would with- pleaſure riſk bis own 

„ could 7h be the e of brioging Fe 


| 8 1 74 ) | eh, 1 ohh : 
two to be made public examples of. He accord- 


ingly went to the nabob's camp with Bene Bahadre, 
and when the captain returned, he told the colonel, 
that ſince the vizier found. he was fully determined 


to have Coſſim and Sumro, in regard to Coſſim, 
he would for no confideration whatſoever deliver 


him up, but let bim eſcape, but as to Sumro, if 


he ſent. two or three gentlemen from the Engliſh 


| camp who knew Sumro, he would aſk him to an 


entertainment, and in the preſence of theſe gen- 
tlemen, he would order him to be put xo death. 
He offered captain Stables a ſum of money, to en- 
deavour to prevail upon the colonel to agree to his 
terms; but, as he never would, the next thing to 


be confidered was, the manner of driving Sujah al 


Dowlah entirely out of his country, who was then 
at Lucknar with the remains of his army ; and to 


_ confider of the manner of ſettling his country. Co- 


lonel Munro, wrote toCalcutta to the governor and 


council, and ſent them a letter he had received from 


the king much about this time; propoſing that he 
ſhould have ſo much of Sujah Dowlab's country, 
apd cede the reſt to the company, requeſting him 


to make no peace with Sujah Dowlah, He deſired 


to know the directions of the governor and coun- 


Lil with regard to this matter, acquainting them 


ikewiſe, that he was determined to leave the army 
as to return to Calcutta, to embark with the laſt 


ſhip that ſhould fail that ſeaſon with his majeſty's 
troops. The governor and council ſent a copy of a 
tteaty to be executed by the king, which was done 
accordingly, preſent the chief of Patna, &c. _ 
Colonel Munro left the army, January the 6th 
1769, and mer major Carnac upon his way tg 2 


Fan 1: 


the command he told him, what his plan of opera- 

tions would be, had be remained in the command. 
He held it as a rule, never to be departed from in 
that country; not to come to a general action with 
the army, except where every thing is at ſtake, as 
he was in poſſeſſion of the greateſt part of Sujah 
Dowlah's country, he had determined to remain 
ſome time longer in the camp, as the vizier's army 
muſt of courſe diſperſe when his money was out. 
He propoſed aſter war da, to have marched the army 
towards Lucknar, and to have riſked à battle to 
take poſſeſſion of this place and Illahabad; major 
Carnac faid he would follow the ſame plan. His cam- 
paigns mentioned before, have ſhewn how. much 
his military conduct differed from that of "colonel 
Munro, by. whoſe prudence, ſagacity and reſolu- 
tion, the governor, council and- all the fervants at 
the company's ſettlements in Bengal and elſewhere, 
were freed from all apprehenſions, of Sujah Dow- 
lah and Coflim, as the victory of Buxar, had put it 
out of the ir power to invade the company's terri- 
tories. Their inveſtments for Europe were car- 
ried on that year in the ſame manner as uſual; they 
had no enemy nęaret the ſettlement of Calcutta than 
809 miles, and that enemy at the head of the remains 
of a conquered army : this was the proſperous fitu- 
ation colonel Munro left the country in, and befofe 
he embarked for Europe; and before general Car- 
nac joined the army, Sir Robert Fletcher took poſ- 
ſeſſion of Illahabad and Lucknar, and totally diſ- 

perſed the remains of Sujah Dowlah's army: 
Colonel Munro attributed the mutinous diſpoſi- 
tion of the troops, when he took the command, to 
- a relaxation of diſcipline, and to the benefit they 
; thought 


— 
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55 thought themſelves en by ——— and 
for having remained & long in the field. Theſe 
Europeuis that mutinied, and deſerted to the ene- 
my, moſtly French, . 
with the Engliſh eee 
| It- appears by Colonel Mandy arkdons; aha 
the Indian princes get their arcitiery from Eng- 
Hand, Holland, and France., There is | 
hip chat comes to India; that does not fell 
canon und falt arms; the er they make 
| the mot of irchemſelvess- They caſt dior in a · 
bundance, but there is no dick pelotd tine wait 
cannon bur the king of Travelcore. The cannon 
and military ſtores are —— rape country. 
Iadeed the company e ſome examples, and : 
ſucha practice os — preventec. 
The company may raiſe -as many battalions of 
ſeapoys ns they pleaſe. One method to make 
them faithful and good ſoldiers, is a ſtrict diſcipline, 
Another, is to incorporate them with Eu 
them N . prrap their on cuſtoms and 
manners with regard to religion, when it does not 
interſere with eir dury ty; ing; raking bene 
paid, and have good 1 
eare of them when they are ſick, and — 
with more lenity in every reſ et — 
have well. The number 52 0 585 he hey be | 
ould be increaſed-amongft them. The Fhe-colone['s 
opinion is, in order to preſerve” our conqueſts in 
India, to leeep always a proper force oi Europeans 
in chat country, never ſuffering the company's ſer- 
vunts to make war againſt the coĩD:ry powers, until 
it is bridentthut * are rt e 


9 


om LA - 


execution. of 


"He thinks an ofteblimenror no leſs chan 4600 
men ſhould be kept in the Bengal provinces, to 
defend them againſt all the country powers who make 


war againft the Engliſh, and to oounterbalance the 


black troops % ho muſt be necefſarily employed in 


that „ and Who are capable b being” 
brought to diſcipline almoſt” equal to the Euro- 
$. About 700 men in time of peace are fofh- 
cient pls to ſupply the recruits, neceflary to 


maintain an eſtablimment of 4000 men. Any fo-- 


reigners w hatſoever, never ought to be employed * 
the Engliſh in that country ; there have been fre- 
quent-examples of foreigners deſerting to the ene- 
my when in the field, and they cannot be depend- 
ed upon in time of action. Fhe Catholics of Ire- 
land mighe be very well and ſafely employed as 
private ſoldiers. - One third of the Europeans 
ſhould be cavalty, which is certainly, of very great 
uſe ; in that cafe, the company "ſhould x want 
an eſtabliſhment of black cavalry, being of no uſe 
in time of peace, and in time . only of fe 
to keep the line quiet on the match. 
. 5 been the cuſtom from time Pn 
captains of Engliſh ſhips to ſell arms and mili- 


ores to the natives of India.” The French, 


Dutch, and Danes always did the ſame; and there 
is no probability of preventing other nations from 
carrying on this trade. Though it might be a dan- 
2erous experiment to train the ſeapoys To as to make 
themequal to Europeans, they cannot be > governed 
burn mee pax wag ITO 


S in dhe country, and enforcing chit” | 
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Mr. Spencer, who'was 
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of rupees, which would be at Calcutta about the 


The King anve Cngbirs 6 Colonel eee 


was ſometime in poſſeſſion of it: this jaghire upon 


ſame of the provinces in Bengal, amounted to 


12, f00l. a year for liſe, in conſideration of the co - 


lonel's ſervices to the Mogul and the country, | 
U pon the receipt of it, he wrote \immediately to 
rnor of Calcutta, ac- 
quainting him with the king's benefaQtion, | The 
colonel received his anſwer after he had: quitted 
the command of the army, and Mr. * Ace- 
uainted him that his receiving ſuch a jaghire was 
much contrary to the intereſt of the company, 


4 they never would ſuffer him to hold it; that, 


che company had gone to law with Lord Clive a- 
bout his jaghire, and requeſted that he would de- 
liver it up to the Nabob 1 en he ſhould fee him, 


| who would not only behave handſomely upon the 
occaſion, but that the compa never ſee 
gt thor after 


him the ſufferer from ſuch the ſervices 


he had done them. rr that moment, he reſol- 


ved to deliver it up to the Nabob, and upon his ar- 


rival at Muxadavad, he waited on the Nabob, who 
was then ill at his palace, and told him, that he 


had got a jaghire from the King, but as he was' re- 


turning to Europe, he would leave it with him. 
| This was in the preſence of Mr. Middleton, refi- 


ding at the Durbar, Captains Gordon and Stables. 


| TheNabob, upon receiving the jaghire, ſmiled, and 


ſaid to the colonel, © This a piece of generofity 1 


aðm a little accuſtomed; but if I live you ſhall not 
be the ſufferer.” - He ordered his — Nund- 


comer to deſire the i interpreter to/acquaint the co- 
lonel, that he begged his acceptance of two lacks 


time 


time of his arrival there. Colonel Munro received 
at Calcutta a = r, . ſon, ac 

uainting him wi is er's death, requeſting 
15 rel for him to ſucceed” his father as ſubah, 
and affuring him, as he knew the whole tranſaction 
of the jaghire, and the promiſes his father made to 
the colonel, that he would make them good; and 
in this ſituation colonel Munro left his jaghire, and 
his lacks. Since he came to England,” Mr. Spen- 
cer wrote to him, that he had acquainted lord 
Clive with the demands he had upon the govern- 
ment, and that his lordſhip promiſed him, if there 
was ſo much remaining of the nabob's outſtanding 
debts, he would order the payment of the two lacks 
of rupees to the colonel's attorney. I am very 
happy faid he, before the committee, from his lord- 
ſhip's eminent ſervices to this country and the com- 
pany, that he has a more reſponſible fund for the 
pay ment of his jaghire; at the ſame time, I cannot 
help regretting that his lordſhip did not think my 
two years rent deſerved a better fund than the na- 
bob's outſtanding debts. Let my ſmall ſervices 
be rewarded as they : let individuals think of 
them as they pleaſe ; i hope facts will come out 
before this committee is at an end, to ſhew-them 
and the world, that this country has been ſerved; 
that this Eaſt-Iodia company has been ſaved by 
more than one or two men; many brave and gal- 
lant men have done honour to their king, have done 
ſervice to this country, and have ſaved the Eaſt- 
India company; and ſome of them have Joſt their 
lives in the cauſe. I never received any part of the 
two lack, nor any preſent from the Eaſt- India 
company. eee bY 


ve 
upon the ſpot, 


concerned in. The 
done any thing at that time that the colonel deſired 


w him, ſince his en from India, he never 


* — 1 


* any revenues or er 
from Bengal. hen lord Clive was 
the colonel thought his lordſhip's 
neglect, intimated a mean opinion of his ſervices, 
otherwiſe he would have ordered the nabob to pay 


Al che ume the-Mogu 


the two lacks due to him. Mr. Spencer had been 
offered ten lack of rupees, if he would continue 


Nundcomer, about the perſon of the nabob, which 


be refuſed. + 


When colonel ub faw the king firſt, bs of- 


Ar him the Dewannee, he had offered it before 
to Sir Eyre Coote after the Mogul's father's death: 
Mr. Vanſittart had the ſame offers, which he de- 
lined,” not knowing how far he could be juſtified 


in ſuch an act, or how far it might be detrimental 
to the company. The reaſons for colonel Munro's 


refufing the ſame advantage were, that he formed 


no plans of any kind, but that of extricating the 


2 from the danger that threatened them. 


The governor and council ought to be the judges 
of whatever is conducive or pre judicial to the in- 
tereſt of the company, and the colonel knew what 
was for the honour of his majeſty's troops to be 
— and would have 


without the conſent of the nabob, and the company 
would have reaped any benefit chat they pleaſed 
from the king's unlimited conreffions, as ever ſince 
Coſſim had been drove out of the country, the 


company themſelves have been the nabob. Colonel 


Munro declared, that © ns he have foreſeen the in- 
gratitude and the inf uſtice of the company in regard 


would 
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the command of the army, he teſuſed che offers gf 


above 300, oool: at different times for making al- 
te rations in the offices of the government, and he 
never received a ſingle rupee by way of preſent, ei- 
ther in money or je wels, except 10,0001, from Bul- 


want ſing, for having maintained him in the zemin- 


dary of the country. Colonel Munro's evidence 
does equal honour to his military conduct and diſin- 
tereſted prineiples. The victory of Butar from 
the great force of the enemy, and he number of 
the artillery, is one of the moſt intereſting that was 


ever fought in India. - Such-a ſucceſs at one blow, 


ſo as to defeat iter 22 Dowlah and Coſſim's 
deſigns againſt the Bengal provinces, was attended 
wich the moſt important advantages to the com- 
pany. The colonel's ſkill and activity before the 
opening of the campaign, and his judgment in lead- 
ing them into the field, with the excellent diſpoſi- 
tion he made for receiving or attacking the enemy, 
cannot be too much commended and ranked him 
above moſt Engliſh: commanders in Indoſtan, - 
With reſpect to the jaghire, it is equally. contra- 
Kone: the honour and the intereſt of the company; 
that it ſhould thus become 'triburary, as it were to 
its own ſervants ; and the ſoliciting or even ac- 
cepting, a grant of the ſovereignty of the com- 
pany's poſſeſſions, appeats ſo inconfiſtent with that 
relation, that it is as illegal, as it is improper. The 
Eaſt · India company, ſenfible that the jagheer given 
by Ally Khan to lord Clive, ariſing out of the lands 
—— the nabob to the ſaid company, was an 
enctoachment upon their poſſeſſions;; directed the 
govergor and council of Bengal not to pay any far- 
Vol. Ul, Na ther 
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quence of which, all future nes of the rents 
claimed by lord Clive as à Jagheer, were ordered 
to be ſtopt. Upon which; his ford ſhip thobght fit 
0 commence à ſuit in the court of — 
tho 


_—_ the companp, inũſting on a title to 


5 The directors in their ſeryants to 
— the proper ſteps to inform themſelves of the 
real ſtate of thi cls, material to the difeuffion of 
the ſeveral queſtions upon which the plaintiffs 
claim appeared; and, in Particular, to make 
on 1 into the authenticity of the pre- 
d patent fromthe mogul, creating lord Clive 
an Iman, or Omra, of theempi 3 he made 
the Son tlom of his title, from it a 
capacity to accept a Jaghire,: —— a right to expect 
— If no ſuch patent had been ig Aue, as 
they had great reaſon to believe, or, if any of the 
uſual forms neceffüty to make it valid and effec- 


cual were wanting, they would have been decifive 


him. The manner of obtaining the ſup- 
poſed grant of the jaghire from Jaffer Any Khan, 
the nabob's motives, intentions, &. were to be 


= minutely enquired" into; and in caſe, rhere/ſhbuld 


have been (as lord Clive's ow letters led the di- 
rectors to ſuſpect) any impoſture in any of the 


Narr 
| any thing if 
this ne they were to 


that kind thopld be attempted at 
ſpare no pains 
to dxtect it. They were directed to 
effectual applications to the 
courts of Ruh — Muxadavad, to prevent the 
ing any new grants or confirmations, by which 
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ſedt title, or acquire a new one, though he ſhould 
have none at preſent ; they were ſo fully ſenſible 
of the many inconvenichces to the company, which 
ſuch a title, ſhovld it be eſtabliſhed, would occa- 
flon, that they made the ſtricteſt enquiry into the 
foundation of the claim, and if there was no title 
at preſent, they were to uſe their beſt endeavours 
to prevent the acquixing one. If theſe rents were 
to be paid, they thought it, upon many accounts, 
much more for the intereſt of the company to pay 
them as uſual to the nabob, for the uſe of the 
mogul, than to any pretended grantee of theirs. 
Circumſtanced as things were at Bengal at the 
time the late nabob was induced to make the 
grant, which gave occaſion to his lordſhip's claim, 
they thought the company had a right to expect 
to be releaſed from this tribute altogether, and 
that their preſent claimant, then governor of the 
company's ſettlements, and commander of their 
troops, ought to have employed the influence 
this ſtation gave him, in procuring this conceſſion 
for- the company's benefit inftead of his own. 
The preſent ſituation of things encouraged them 
ſtill to hope, that both the mogul and the reign- 
ing nabob might be prevailed upon to relinquifh 
theſe rents in favour. of the company, as well for 
the ſake of the revenue, as to prevent the com- 
pany being ever again embarraſſed with a claim 
like the preſent. The governor and council at Cat = 
cutta were directed to uſe their beft endeavours to 
obtain that conceſſion, in caſe theſe rents were 
till in their diſpoſat, n. 
For the purpoſe of carrying thoſe orders intoexe- 
cution, Mr. John Spencer, or Mr: Warren n 5 
0 2 
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with ſome other of the company's ſervants as were 

beſt qualified by their equity and knowledge of the 
language, were ordered to Muxadavad and Delhy 

to. undertake this negotiation; and in caſe lord 

5 Clive was to employ an agent in Bengal, to aſſiſt 

him in any thing relative to the matters in diſpute 

between him and the company; none of the 

Founcil were to accept this office. N 

Theſe inſtructions, dated zoth December, 

= 18763, lord Olive had repealed, on his going to 
= | India the laſt time, when he was appointed g0- 
- pernor and commander in chief of the army in the 

Bengal provinces, AL EO) fe? ER 
As his lordſhip: has ſeverely animadverted o 

* Vanſittart's conduct, for, having depoſed 

Meer Jaffier; we ſhall ſet forth the cauſes of the 

. reſolution unanimouſly approved by the governor 
and-council.... V 
| I.'he nabob, Jafher Ally Ichan was of a temper 
; extremely tyrannical and avaricious, at the ſame 

time, very indolent: the people about him were 

either abject ſlaves and flatterers, or elſe the baſe 

implements of his evils. There was no chance of 

1 having the affairs of the government properly 

_ conducted, but by their removal. He attributed 
= | all the ill ſucceſs of his affairs to imaginary plots 

= and contrivances, and ſacrificed lives without 

mercy to the exceſs. of his jealouſy: paths. 5 

were the inſtances of men of all degrees, whoſe 

| blood he had ſpilt without the leaſt aſſigned rea- 

Jon : he had cauſed to be murdered the mother, 
the widow, and the daughter of Serajah Dowlah; 

beſides ſeveral of his great officers. The nabob 

Hf Nacea refuſed to obey the cruel order of put 


ting 


vt 7 abs 1 
ung to death all the ſurviyors of the family of 
the nabob Aliverdee Khan and Serajah Dowlah, 
and the meſſenger who had private inſtructions 
to execute this tragedy, in gaſe of the other's re- 
fuſal, maſſacred, and drowned them, with about 
twenty women their attendants, T | 
. Executions of this kind had made the Nabob, 
the dread and deteſtation of all good men; and 
he neceſſarily became a prey to the people of mean 
extraction and abject diſpofition, who knowing 
that a r ſo managed could not ſtand 
long, ſought only to make themſelves rich by op- 
preſſions of all forts, upon the country and inhabi- 
tants. To the heavy taxes laid by them onqghe 
markets, was aſcribed the unuſual ſcarcity and 
dearneſs of proviſions at the city, the capital of a 
er once eſteemed the moſt plentiful in the 
world. c 38 5 A 
_ His confidents were men of low birth, who en- 
gaged him continually in idle and vicious amuſe- 
ments, keeping him by that means in utter igno- 
rance of his affairs, and in a ſtate of indifference as 
to their ſucceſs. No money came into his trea- 
ſury; at the ſame time, nothing was paid to his 
army, inſomuch that his troops mutinied, and 
ſurrounded his palace in a tumultuous manner, 
threatening to take away his life, which they 
would certainly have done, had not his ſon- in- 
law and ſucceſſor, the Nabob Coſſim Ally Khan, 
become anſwerable, and paid them a very large 
ſum out of his own treaſury. The imminent dan- 
ger with which his perſon was threatened on this 
occaſion, awakened him for a moment; but it was 


no ſooner removed than he fell back rn 
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vernment was expoſed, two armies wete in the 


1 


53a Ri! if his © lod counſellors, and continued in the 
management of his affairs to the laſt day of his ad- 
miniſtration, which he left in ſo confuſed and im- 
poveriſhed a ſtate, that in all human a | 
he would have been cut off by his own ſeapoys, and 
the city become a ſcene of plunder and diforder 


Hefore another month could have elapſed; having 


made no proviſion for the payment of the long ar- 
tears due to his people. After Coffim Ally Khawn 


had freed him from his former extremities, this 


danger he could not but foreſee, and more than 

— declared his apprehenſions, yet he had not 
the power to exert the neceſſary means for provents 

Ing it, but ſunk the deeper into dejection. 
Beides this inteſtine danger to which the po- 


field, waiting only for the fair weather, to advance; 


the Sha Zadda towards Patna, and the Baar- 


boom Rajah towards Meerſhadabad, the capital. 
The Rajahs of the countries bordering upon the 


mountains, were ready to ſhake off their depend- 


ance, and had already offered confiderable fup- 


ies to the Baarboom Rajah. - Another Rajah 
committed open hoſtilities, and taken poſſef- 
— of all the country above Boglepoor, which en- 
tirely ſtopped the communication between the 
two provinces on that ſide of the river. In a 


word, the whole country ſeemed ripe for an uni- 


verſal revolt, theſe parts only excepted, which 
from their vatural weakneſs, or neighbourhood 


with the city, intimidated them from taking up 


{og : * o encounter ay theſe . et there 


Lark * 


3 en could be expected. 0 
this, a very remarkable inſtance occurs in the 
detachment which was ordered againſt. the Baar- 


boom Rajah, three months before the Nabob's 
abdication, but never advanced more than three 


leagues from the city, in which fituation they conti - 
nued upon Mr. Vanfittart's artival at Calcutta. 
All who were acquaiated with the tranſacttions 
of che govemnment, know that this is a ttue de- 
ſoription o facts; and all that are convinced of 
the facts, muſt agree, that affairs were at an ex- 
tremity no ſonger to be neglected, without mani- 
feſt danger of having theprovince over- run, and the 
trade entirely 1 Mr. Vanſittart was teſolved, 
therefore, to uſe his utmoſt endeavours to get theſe 
bad miniſters removed; and judging it might be 
difficult to prevail on the Nabob to part with his 
favourites without ſome degree of violence, he 
brought with him a detachment of Europeans and 


ſeapoys, under pretence of fending them witnk 


Cologet Caiſtaud ro re- inforce the army at Patna. 
N. Vanſitcart arrived with the colonel at Cofs 
benen the Ach of October, and the next day 
the Nabob paid them a viſit The 16th, they went 
to the city, and returned” the viſit on the 18th. 
The ape to Moradbaug, by appointment. 
to talæ upon buſineſs; in the converſation which: 
Mr: Van trart had with him in the two former 
meetings, be had taken occaſion” to repreſent to 
him in general terms, the bad management of his 
miniſters, tho miſeries and univerſal diſaffection of 
the country, an the deſperate ſtare of his, as well: 
as of the company's affuits ; in order to give him a 
more full and clear view of the evils brought on, 
| through 
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though the weakneſs. of his adminiſtratioti, and to 
point out the means of their removal, he had pres 
pared three letters; which, after a ſhort and ftiend- 
ly introduction, he dellvered to the Nabob, who 
ſemed'much affected by the peruſal of them,; but 
endeavoured more to put an end to the conference 
than to propoſe a remedy to the Es. 
Me. Vanſittart; however, prevailed on him to fend 


for his dinner at Moradbaug, and in a manner in« 


| fiſteF on his coming to ſome determination ſor the 
immediate reform of the government; at length he 
eonfefſed: himfelf, through age and grief, for the 
late loſs of bis ſon, uncapable alone of ſtrugglin; 
againſt ſo many difficulties; that be had — 
better take the aſſiſtance of one from amongſt his 
relations, on whoſe true attachment and fidelity he 
might more ſafely rely: he named five or fix, and 
amongſt them Coſſim Ally Kawn : Mr. Vanſittart 
asked him, Which of that number was moſt fit 
d aſſiſt him in his preſent exigencies f he re- 
plied without heſitation, That Coſſim Ally Kaun 
was the moſt proper; nevertheleſs it was with the 
utmoſt difficulty, Mr. Vanſittart could prevail on 
the na bob to ſend for him; and fo very late, that 
before Coſſim could arrive, the old nabob was fo 
extremely fatigued, and in ſuch a ſtate of anxiety; 
that he could not refuſe his return home to rake his 
reſt. He was convinced indeed, chat it was to no 
urpoſe to detain him: for ſuch was the jealouſy 
e diſcovered with reſpect to Coſſim Ally Kawa 
that Mr. Vanſittart perceived he never would con- 
ſent, without ſome ſort of force, to give the other 
the means of reſtoring order to his affairs. An 
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hour of two after the nabob's departure, Coffim 
Ally Cawn arrived, and ſeemed to be extremely 
apprehenſive, that the gabob inſtead of truſting him 
with the management of his affairs, would endea- 
vour by ſome means or other, to get rid of him. 
Mr. Vanſittart agreed therefore, in opinion wich him, 
that he ſhould not 95 to the-nabob's houſe until 
meaſures were taken for his ſecurity. This reſolve; 
however, to give the nabob the next day (the 1 gth) | 
to refle&t upon the letters beſore- mentioned, i 
hopes, that he would propoſe ſome meaſures of re- 
gulation. Mr. Vanſittart heard nothing from him all 
day, but found by his intelligence, that he had 
been in council with his old advifers, whoſe fog- 
geſtions he was ſure would be contrary to the wel- 
fare of the country in general, and that of the com- 
pany in particular. He determined therefore, to 
act immediately on the nabob's fears : there could 
not be a better opportunity than that EE of 
the 19th afforded, it being the concluſion of the 
Gentoo feaſt, when all the principal people of that 
caſt would be pretty well fatigued with their cere- 
monies ,. accordingly, Mr. Vanſittart agreed with 
colonel Caillaud, ao, he ſhould croſs the river with a 
the detachment; between three and fout in the mor- 
ning, and boring * Coffim Ally Kawn antl 
his people, .marched to the nabob's palace, and 
_ ſurrounded it juſt at day break : Mr. Vanhtart be- 
ing extremely deſitous to preyent any diſtorbance 
or bloodſhed, wrote a letter to the nabob, and de- 
livered it to the colonel, to ſend in to him at ſuch 
time as he ſhould think moſt expedient, The fol 


lowing is a tranflation of it. ACE 


. 
: 
y 
| 


| are and ſecrecy poſſible, the colonel embarked 


_ 
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I have; been waiting all this day in expects · 
tion that you would have ſettled ſome of the weigh- 


y and urgent affairs upon whiob 1 yeſterday, con- 


ferred with you, and that you would have acquaint- 
ed me with your determination ; but, you have not 
favoured, me with any anſwer concerning them 
from hence it plainly appears, that as long as theſe 
evil counſellors remain about your perſon, whatſce- 


ver I may repreſent jo you for your proſperity and 


welfare, and the good of the country, will have no 


.effe&. The folly of theſe people will ſoon deprive 


you of your government, and prove the ruin like- 
wiſe of the company's affairs. I have judged it 
improper, that ſuch evils and diſgrace ſhould be 
braught upon ws for the ſake of two or three men; 
for this reaſon, I have ſent colonel Caillaud with for- 
ces to wait upon you; when the ſame colonel at- 
gives, he will expel theſe bad counſellors, and place 


your affairs in a proper ſtate : I will ſtortly follow. 


Let not yourexcellency be under any apprehenſions, 
but chearfully receive the colonel, and give orders 
to your men, that they commit no diſturbance, nor 
raiſe tumults in the city. I folemaly declare, that 
I have no other view, but your good and welfare: 
look upon me as your fincere well-wiſher, and re- 
„ EET COT, 
- Meaſures had been taken at the ſame time for 
ſeizing three of his chief counſellors; the intention 
of Mr. Vanſittart being only to remove theſe un- 
worthy maſters, and to place Coſſim Ally Kawo in 
the full management of all the affairs, in quality of 
deputy or ſucceſſor to the nabob: the neceſſaty 
preparations being accordingly made, with all the 
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with the troops; joined Coftim Ally Kawn without. 


the leaſt alarm, and marched into the court-ya 


of the palace juſt at the proper inſtaat; the gates 
of the inner court being ſhut; the colonel formed 
his men without, and ſent the letter to the nabob, 
who was at firſt in a great rage, and threatened 


he would make what reſiſtance he could, and take 


his fate. The colonel forbore all hoſtilities, and 
ſeveral meſſages paſſed between him and the nabobi 
The affair remained in this doubtful ſtate about two 
hours, when the nabob finding his perfiſting was to 
no purpoſe, ſent a meſſage to Coſſim Ally Kawnz 
iaforming him, he was ready to ſend him the ſeals; 
and all the enſigns of dignity, and to order, the Na- 
bit to be ſtuck up in his name, provided he would 
agree to take the whole charge of the government 
upon him, to een all the arrears due to the 
troops, to the uſual revenues to the king, to 
are bs like — honour, and to give Gag al- 
lowance ſufficient for his maintenance, All theſe 
conditions being agreed to, Coſſim was proclaimed, 
and the old nabob came out to the colonel, decla- 
ring that he depended on him for his life : the troops 
then took poſſeſſion of all the gates; and. notice 
being ſent to governor Vanſittart, he immedi 
repaired to the palace, and was met by the old na- 
bob in the gate-way ; he aſked if his perſon was 
ſafe, which ſeemed now to be all his concern. I told 
him, that not only his perſon was ſafe, but his go- 
vernment too, if he pleaſed, of which it was never 
intended to deprive him. The nabob anſwered, 
That he had no more buſineſs at the city, that 
be ſhould.be in continual danger from Coſſim, and 
that if he was permitted to go and live at Calcutta, 


he 
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ture, of the worſt conſequence to the adminuftra+ 


ns it, that it was brought about without the leaſt 
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he ſpotld be extremely happy and contented. Mr. 


Vanfittare could not help lamenting his ſudden fall; 
yet be was not ſorry for this propoſal, as he knew 
affairs would be much better managed without him; 
and his retaining a ſhare in the authority (however 
ſmall) could not fail to cauſe ſuch perplexities as 
Wight prove in ſo critical and dangerous a junc- 


tion. Coſſim Ally Kawn was accordingly ſeated on 
the miſuud, and the governor paid him his con- 
gratulations in the uſual form; all the jamindars 
and perſons of diſtinction at the city, came imme- 
diately and made their acknowledgment to the new 
Tubah, and in the evening every thing was as per- 
fectly quiet as if there had been no change; the 
people in general ſeemed much pleaſed with the 
revolution, which had this peculiar felicity attend- 


urbance in the town, or a drop of blood ſpilt. 
The nabßb did not think himſelf ſafe even for 
one night in the city: Coſſim ſupplied him with 
boats, and permitted him to take away as many of 
his women as he defired, (which he did to about 
the number: of fixty) with a reaſonable gratvity of 
jewels. - Mr. Vanfittart furniſhed him with a ſtrong 
eſcort of Europeans and ſeapoys, and intended to 
him at Najazeel, but he would not truſt him- 
there, and begged he might ſleep in his boats, 


' cloſe to Miradbaug, which he accordingly” did. 


He.confinued at Miradbaug the next day, and in 
the evening the governor viſited him with colonel 
Caillaud. He appeared then pretty eaſy, and re- 


conciled to the loſs a power, which he owned to be 


rather a burthen than a pleaſure, and too much 
tor his abilities to manage, ſince the death The 
215 FLYER oni 
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ſon 1 the enjoyment of the reſt of his days in ſecus 
rity under the Engliſh protection, ſeemed to be 
che chief object of his wiſnes. 

On the morning of che- 22d, he ſet out for Gal 
<cutta,/and arrived there the'2gth ; he was met by a. 
depuration from the council, and treated with, eve- 
ry mark of reſpect due to his former dignity. | 

When Mr. Vanſſttart was at Madraſs, 
ve equnty moe 0 km gen the lo th 
affairs of this country, and _—_— that whenever 
he returned to Europe, he w procure his 
pointment to the government. The friendſhip => 
connections between the nabob and the colonel, 
whom he called his fon, were well known to Mr. 
Vanſittart; but on his arrival he obſerved, that the. 
Engliſh forces 2 in the nabob's fervice, and 
in the ſupport of his government at Patna, were 
kept without their pay. The forces of the on 
ſtationed 1 in theſe parts were diſaffected. to the ſer- 
vice ſor want of pay. The ſeapoys of Marſheda- 
dad had ſurrounded the palace in a | 
manner for the arrears of their pay, and endanger- 
ed the nabob's life. His miniſters from their cove- 
touſneſs and bad . diſpoſitions, had ſet afide all 
Juſtice, were plundering the poor without cauſe, 
deſtroying the ſubjects with wanton, barbarity, and, 
bringing ruin and deſolation on the country. A 
fcarcity of proviſions never known before in the 
Bengal provinces, had reduced the le of all 
degrees to the greateſt diſtreſs; which was entirely 
owing to the bad management of the old nabob's 
miniſters. All the lands and villages were in 2 
ſtate of deſolation the miniſters of the fircar re- 

rding only their own intereſt, neglected the wel-, 
fre of of the fobjects, and — the induſtrious. 


in 


„ 
in rapine; violence, and injuſtice. Me. Vanſit- | 
tatt came to his government in the midſt of theſe 
_ calamities ; when the dignity of the nabbb, the te- 
| putation of the company, and the proſperity. of 
the country were almoſt expired. 3 his 
abilities to remedy all thoſe evils, even for the pre- 
ſent, and to ſurmount ſuch difficulties. Though 
| His enemies have impeached his conduct and judg- 
ment, particularly lord Clive, for having placed 
ou the miſnud the treacherous Coſſim, whoſe in- 
reteſt Mr. Vanfittart himſelf was afterwards obliged 
to abandon ; he could not forefee the jngratitude 
and villainy of Coffim, who before his elevation 
had ſupported the charactet of a man of ſenſe and 
moderation. a OG”: nr 

Thoſe who had publicly declared. their diſſent 

from this revolution, an expreſſed . their entire 
diſapprobation of the meaſures purſued in conſe - 
quence, alledged the following reaſons, _* They, 
complained that the whole board had not been con- 
fulted; "otherwile this meaſure would have been re- 
jected by the e They ſaid, that when Mr. 
Vanfittarr, urged the old nabob's immediate com- 
pliance with what he had propoſed to him, with a 
military force,” The nabob returned for anſwer, 
“ That ſuch uſage was what he never expected 
from the Engliſh; that whilſt a force was at his 
gates he would enter into no terms, and that it was 
his deſire our troops might be returned to Murad- 
bavg. When colonel Caillaud threatened him ta 
ſtorm the palace, aſtoniſhed and. terrified by this 
menace, the nabob opened the gates; exclaimiog 
that he was betrayed, that the Engliſh were guilty 
of perjury and breach of faith ; that he en 
e * elt 


— 4 


friends enoug to-hazar 


'L 9 . 


heir deſign againſt his govergment ; that he had 
"of at leaſt one battle in his 
defence; but althovgh, no oaths were facred e- 
nough to bind the Engliſh, yer as he had ſworn to 
be their faithful friend, he would never Werve 
from his engagement, and rather ſuffer death than 
draw his ſword againſt them.” So ſuſpicious Was 
he, according to their report, of being ſold, that 
he defired to khow what ſum of money Collim 
was to give for the Subahſhip, and he would give 
half as much more to be continued. He hoped, 
however, if they intended to dethtone him, they 
would not leave him to the mercy of his ſoa-in- 
law, from whom he feared the worſt, but rather 
wiſhed they would carry him from the city, and 
give him a place of ſafety in Calcutta. They re- 
reſented this laſt requeſt of the nabob, as the ef- 
Feet of his fear and defpair, which was immediate- 
ly laid hold of, and conſtrued in, the light of a vo- 
luntary reſignation. That the old nabob had been 
hurried into a boat, with a few of his women pur 
neceffaries, and ſent away to Calcutta in a manner 
unworthy of the high rank he bad ſo lately held, 
2s was alſo the ſcanty ſubſiſtence allowed him by 
his fuccefſor.,  . 3 
That Jafher Ally Kawn had been depoſed in 
breach of a treaty, founded upon the moſt folemn 
oaths, and in violation of the national faith, 7 
prince of whoſe friendfhip and attachment they hai 
had ſo many ſignal proofs, and in whoſe cauſe had 
been employed with great ſucceſss. 
In regard. to the army laid to Jaffier's charge, 
which to thoſe unacquainted with the Eaſtern 
vernments will appear deſerving of the higheſt re- 
e ; ſentment 
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ſentment from a civilized nation ; ſuch is the hats, 


of politics in every Afiatic court, that through the 


apprehenfions of the ſovereign, and the intrigues 


_ . and artiſices of the great men about him, inſtances 


of cruelty atid-oppreffion ate but too frequent; and 
even the molt beloved amongſt them are taxed 


Wich conniving at theſe acts of violence, often 


committed by perſons in power without their know- 
ledge; as there are no regular puniſhments for 


© Eiminals of high ſtations, recourſe is often had to 


puniſh"the güilty. The 
enemies to the revolution pretended Gas 


$ to be the 


' caſe in moſt of the inſtances alledged again Jaffier 
ily Kawn ; they accuſed Coffim of having dif- 


byered a greater propenſity to.cruelty, when being 
I jon of the palace, he was deſitous of mak- 
ing the firſt act of his power the aſſaſſination of 
Jaffier, and was very much diſpleaſed when he 
found we intended to give him protection at Cal- 
cutra. Since his acceſſion to the ſubahdary, they 
chatged him with numberleſs acts of cruelty and 
of having made the mote immedi- 
ate objects of his ill uſage, thoſe who had been the 
moſt avowed friends of the Engliſh. Indeed, want 
of money vas the greateſt difficulty the nabob la- 
boured under, but this did proceed from the diſtrac- 


 . ted ſtate, in which the country had been ever-fince 
_ * colonel. Clive's departure; ſo that a vety ſmall 


part of the revenues came into his treaſury. Some 
of his countries were aſſigned to the company for 
the payment of his debts, and others under contri- 
butioas of his enemies; and though the force we 
had in the field, under major Carnac was more than 
Bs 1 8 met e ſufficient 


t 292 5 
ſafficleat to utc the cats; bs material advan- 


tage was gained over them, but by contiaual 4 


marches and countermarches; our own armies be- 5 
came as deſtructive as thoſe of the invaders. :._ - . 
They affirmed that Coſſim was deſpiſed c 
liked before he came to the miſuud, and that his 
behaviour ſince, had been ſo oppreſſiye and tyranni- 
cal, that it could not fail confirming the public 
hatred of him. They could not however deny, 


that the company acquired by this revolution, a 


conſiderable addition — dance and recaiyed a, 
larger yearly revenue. oo dn 

They complained of Coſſim increating: the num». 
ber of his troops, notwithſtanding the actual tran- 


quility of the provinces, and that he was arm- 


ing and diſciplining as many ſeapoys as he could.” 
procure, in tbe European manner, tg make bimſelf 
more formidable. That he was erecting a large 
fort at Rajahmaul; Which be propoſed. to make his 


place of teſidence, * ROPE; to den of ay teach 
of the preſidency, * 1 Il bs 

That inſtead of checking the pak 25 
of the-preſent nabob, it was daily promoted, as be. 
had the Tabſaluts command pf the company's forces 
at Patna ; che chief there, having had directions to 
let him have what number of he pleaſes to 
demand, without being allowed to judge of the * F 
ture of the ſervice-for Which they ate demanded. 

Notwithſtanding this zealous attachment o 5 
Collint, they were apprebenſive he would not act 
the part of a faithful ally towards the company, as 
he betrayed a continual. diſtruſt of thoſe. who ha. 
appeared any Par SEX" to the _— 


* 9 e hs Fo ay 


e 


” 


— 


— 


— ww 
* 28 
„ 


— 


e eee Lia Ea oe ded OE ES 
— — - — — — — 


— —— 
——— ——ů—— 
"uw 


— — — 
- — — 


8 


„* 
55 


- "rr putt doped K rm 2 — 


k © = 
© 
© 


There is no doubt, that many grigvances com- 
plained of againſt Coſſim after his eſtabliſnment on 


tore, ſtate, and condition of the 


ne BT 
They repreſented the nabob's large army as a 
teen him from the king's power, and through his 


alouſy of the company, which if reduced, would 
ve eaſed the country. of an immenſe expence. 


the miſaud, were real; and in juſtice, to Mr. Van- 
ſittart's memory, we exculpate him of any, ſelſiſn 
views in this revolution, ſince he was convinced of 


bis error afterwards, and Ending he had been wia. 
ken in his opinion of Coſſim, he approved of the 


| 3 taken to deprive him of the power he had 
Weds _ TOS II LID TRI I OT 72 17 OY 

The re e ee inta the na · 

aft lodia com- 

NY, and of the Britiſh affairs in the Eaſt Jadies, be · 

ing determined to ſtate the material parts of the con- 


a duct of the company's ſervants, with reſpect to the 
powers intruſted with them by the company, in the 
_ civil and military departments, ig the adminiſtra- 


tion of juſtice, in the aceopting of proſents, in the 


management of trade, and in the revenues and coin · 
age, conceived the tranſactions concerning Ram- 


Narain, naib or deputy goveraor of Patna, under 


Jaffer Ally Kaun, to be of. material conſequence, 


as they contributed. chiefly to bring on the war 


with Coſſim Ally Kawn, 


Lord Clive, a member of the committee, being 


__ _ requeſted to relate what were the engagements en- 


tered. into by Ramnarain with the nabob, ſaid, 
„ T hare was no engagement in writing; that after 


bis lordſhip. was called up to the aſſiſtance; of Meer 
Jaſfier, his excelleney deſſred him to write to Ram- 


—_— 


i 
1 99 J 
* 


brach affuring kim of the Englith protec; 


for that Ramnarain would put confidence in ſuch a 
letter, but not in one from himſelf, and that he ſhould 
by chat means get poſſeſſion of his perſon, and 
mighit cut off his head: that his lordſhip told him it 
was not the cuſtom of the Engliſh to be guilty f 
ſuch tranſactions, but that if he was inclined to re- 

duce him by force of arms, he was ready to aſſiſt 
him. His lordſhip afterwards wrote to Ram- 
narain, that if be would come into the preſence 


and acknowledge the nabob, he ſhould be kept in 
his government on the ſame footing, as he had been 


under Serajah Dowlah. That he came according- 


ly, paid'6bedience to the nabob, and was confirmed 


in his government, upon condition that he ſhould 


py the nabob Meer Jaffier, the ſame rents or tri- 


te, as he had paid to Serajah Dowlah ; what that 


was, his lordſhip did not tell, but he declared he 


was to have paid a certain ſum, which might have 
been increaſed and decreaſed upon various circum- 
ſtances. That, when he took leave of Meer Jaffier, 


at his departure for England, he talked over with 


him the ſtate in which he left the province. That 


he always underſtood, that Ramnarain remained in 


the government of Patna, through the Engliſh 

oteCtion, much againſt the inchnation of Meer 
Fir and that, if his excelleney had had any 
complaints to have made againſt him, he would 
certainly have made them to his lordſhip ; but that 
hone were made. ON in WS a fg 
Mr. Mac Guite whilft he was chief at Patna, 
had received orders for delivering up Ramnarain, 
which he would not execute. His opinion then 
was, that Ramnarain ſhould have been oy 

| t 5 
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' the ſervice, but his perſon protected; he under - 
ſtood by the term diſmiffing him, that his guards 
ſhould be withdrawn, and that he ſhould be totally 
fufpended from all interference in the government, 
till his accounts fhould be ſettled: and that when 
he was to be diſmiſſed, he was informed that force 
if neceſſary, was to be uſed to prevent the nabob's 
PPP y 3-9 
Mr. Mac Guire in his correſpondence with the 
overnor and council, had adviſed that Ramnarain 
mould be delivered over to the nabob's court of 
juſtice, that he might be compelled to make up the 
accounts of the fircar ; for, whilſt he found the go- 
vernor and council were mediators with the nabob, 
not to diſhonour him, he knew he could not be ob- 
liged to comply; and under this ſhelter the nabob 
could not bring him to juſtice. Mr. Mac Guire 
declared, he di not mean to ſubject him to the va- 
rious methods uſed by the nabob's court, to force 
a 64>. by torture to ſettle their accounts; and 
when Ramnarain came into the kellah, previous 
to his being delivered over, he had beſides the na- 
bob's word, the protection of the Engliſh ; provi- 
ded he would ſettle his accounts with the govern- 
ment. It appeared from Mr. Mac Guire's evi- 
dence, that he had received from Coſſim ally Kawn - 
70,000 rupees, on delivering the keys of the kellah 
at Patna, which was a ſhort time, previous to the 
period when Ramnarain was removed from the go- 
vernment of Patna. He never notified to the court 
of directors the receipt of this preſent, The coun- 
uy having been in. a ſtate of war for a conſidera- 
ble time, previous to the delivering up of Ramna- 
rain, the rents could not be e collected We 
Betas is Read * 1 20 1 ä l : | er 
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der theſe en gene It had been ſtipuhted by 
the council, that Ramnaxain ſhould pay to the 
nabob of Bengal for the rent of Baþar, Len- lacks of 

rupees. a year; that he ſhould. pay the tribute to 
the Maratta's, the Jaghirdars, and to keep up a | 
certain number of —— all which might amount 

to forty lack of rupees a year. 

The nabob did not admit that fuch agreement 
had been made; but if it had, Ramnarain. could 
not want a ſum ſufficient to make his payments. to 
the nabob.. His manner of raiſing money was by 
receiving preſents from different rajah's to a large 
amount, without ever collecting the rents regu- 
larly. Mr. Mac Guire did not deliver over Ram- 
_ till the 19th of Auguſt 1761, the very day 
he was diſmiſſed from his * of chief at Patna, 
when he gave him to Mr. Hay under a guard of 
protection, and Ramnarain compromiſed matters 
with the nabob for go lack of rupees in the Wein- 
ning of September following. 

Though the terms on which Ramnarain was to 
hold the government of Patna were not known, it 
is certain, ſome engagements were entered into by _ 
lord Clive, to ſupport him in the Naibat, The 
Eogliſm protection was withdrawn from Ramna-- 
rain, immediately after Mr. Mac Guire's diſmiſ- 
miſſion from Patna, and upon his removal the mi- 
litary command was placed under the chief of the 
factory, as was , uſual when the commanding ofh- 
cer preſent was not above the rank of a captain, 
and the field officers were called away, that it 
might be ſo on this occaſion. There had been no 
diſputes betwixt the civil and military powers, pre- 
vious to Mr. Mac Guire's recal, which might ac- 
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: | dun bor itt Ramnarain b 0 death 


by'Coffits Ally Kawa, as well as Naja. Bullub his 
competitor, and almoſt every Gentoo in the 


Vvinee of any rank or fortune, moſt of which ſect 


wete well diſpoſed to che Kngliſh, and rich. 8 


__ cording to Mr. Vanſittart's minute,” the 2oth Jul 
1761, Ramnarain was ſtated to be highly calpable 
 _ towards che nabob, and his conduct had pur it out 


of the power of the preſident and council to protect 
him longer in fo ſhameful an injuſtice: Dor was 


ſſid in his vindication, that the province of Bahar 
bad been a ſcene of war and deſolation the whole 


preceding year, ſo WL all reſources from thence 
were cu off. Indeed the jealoufies, the nabob 
Coffim Ally Kawn entertained of the company's ' 
ſervants, engaged him to make examplary puniſh- 
ments of thoſe who ſhould feek protection of them, 
in regard to the ſeizing, and putting to death Harris 


Choudry in the year 17562. He had been one of 


the company's contracting merchants at Coſſim- 
buzar factory. and had likewiſe been employed as 
the company's ageat at the nabob's court. As the 


time he was ſeized, he was in ſome a 1 el 
vader Coffim Ally Kawn. Whep Mr. 
made him gabob, be permitted Mr. Mott, an 


anfictart 


Engliſhman, 'to reſide at Muxadabad, as a banker, 
Cbsudry complained that Mr. Mott, [ory ha 
the' influence he had over the nabob, an- 


fittart's means, had ſeized a houfe . ſome land 


at Muxadabad, which belon ged to him, and in 


conſequence of Choudry 7 * by force this 


ece of injuſtice, Choudry was 21202. and after 
confinement blown awa from the mouth of 


o 


7 by „ 

T 
to-ſave bim, deeming his execution a. juſt rewasd- 
for bis rebellion. * | 


oy 


The fit cauſes of the war between Coffim Ally. = 


Kawn and the company, might be ttaced from 
the publication of the Mongheer treaty; as ſoon, as 
it was promulgated, the nabob Coſſim Ally Kawn, 
ſent orders to all his zemindars and officers to pre- 
vent the-Engliſh from trading in ſalt, beetle-nut 


and tobacco. 


— 


lt appeared, that the nabob bad given inſtruc- 


tions to ſtop the Engliſh in their trade, all but bis; 


friends Vanſittart and Haltings; and that tha 
breach of Coſſim Ally Kawn, arofe from his deſires 


and intention of making himſelf. totally indepen- 
dent of the Engliſh ; though ſome attributed it to 
the inordinate deſire of the company's ſervants to 
carry on the trade of the country, without paying 
him bis duties, Indeed, the Engliſh in general 
traded duty- free; and prior to the year 1787, in 
all articles, except ſalt, beetle - nut, tobacco, ſalt- 


petre, and chutto ſilk, which were all farmed out. 


Salt is an import at Bengal, being made at Maſ- 
ſalapatam and in Perſia The Engliſh began to 
trade in ſalt about the end of 1757; ſoon after 
which it became general. Coſſim Ally Kawn 
threatened to lay open the trade in Bengal, duty- 
free; and if the order had been put in execution, 
all nations would have been on the ſame footing as; 


the Engliſn. Coſſim Aly Kawn was really deter- 
mined, from the beginning, to ſet himſelf out of 
the reach of the Engliſh-power, as expeditiouſly as 


poſſible ; and it was natural he ſhould do fo, ha- 
ving no ſecurity for the Engliſn faith, being better 


kept with. him than his wo predeceſſors. Ile 
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: fan ma ner which had en, uſual; three 
years Palit he removed the feat of government 
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wiſh to have the Engliſh extirpated from the cou - 
try, that the principal ſhare of the commerce might 
be carried on through them. One Coja Gregory 
was at the head of his army, and he had ſeveral 


Armenians in the command of his ſeapoys bat- 


talions. 4/24 air : 3 
The Engliſm undoubtedly had been guilty of 
glaring abuſes in the article of trade, in open vio- 
lation of the treaties; and, indeed, the inland 
trade that was illegal, proved the ſource of the diſ- 


Tee e Take.” He a ae 
that every gentleman who did not approve of the 
revolution, was hoſtile to him, and from thence he 


was charged of having been guilty of ſeveral in- 
ſtances of difreſpe& to the company's ſervants, 
becaule he had refuſed a viſit from Mr. Ellis; an 
indienity, faid general Carnac, before the commit- 
tee of the houſe of commons that had never before 
deen offered to the chief of a factory. Had Mr. Carnac 
been mote converſant with the difficulties of ob- 
raining formerly an audience from the flabobs of 
Bengal, and the ſubmiffion of the company's ſer- 
vants, when after repeated ſolicitations they were 
admitted to their preſence, he would not have pre- 
ſumed to abuſe the condeſcenfion of the committee, 
appointed by the houſe of commons, in calling 
indignity the refuſal of a viſit from a ſovereign to an 
obſcure member of a mercantile ſociety, which in 
England, any man denies to his equils, without be- 


ing called to account for his uncivil behaviour: + 


It ſeems as if every paltry chief of a factory 
booked upon himſelf as a 5 and the call. 
ern ptinces who granted them ſettlements, and 
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| | afforded- them- protection, are. now reduced to the 5 
humiliation of being intruded upon by all thoſe 
little European upſtarts, when it is their pleaſure to 


inſiſt upon an explanation, with ſovereigns whom 


they have levelled with their own claſs. Mr. 
Catnac's ideas muſt have been ſtrangely altered 


ever ſince he was a needy lieutenant in Abercorn's 


. regiment.” Quantum mutalus ab illo. 5 


Mr. Ellis, indeed, as the genera] declared, muſt 
have been of a very warm diſpoſition, to have 


dme wn fuch an implacable reſentment on this occa- 
fic "Y F 1 8 * ; 2 | ; 0 | nt | 
"General Carnac being farther examined, in re- 
po to the military tranſactions of that period, 


d, that on the 1ſt of January, 1761, he took 
the command of the army, which lay encamped 


ccloſe to Patna, che capitol of the province of Bahar, 


then in a moſt diſtracted ſtate. The Shahzadda, 
* o had in his ſervice monſieur Law, with the 


fflartered remains of his countrymen from Chandar- 


nagore, was in Congar Kawn's country, no more 


than fifty miles from Patna, where the diſaffected 


Rajas flocked to his ſtandard, and every zemin- 
dar made a' pretext of the troubles; to evade pay- 
ment of his ſtipulated revenue, fo that all reſources 
from that province were at a ſtand, Moreover, 


the Igdoſtan rroops, 'who compoſed part of the 


army, were grown eutrageous from the changes 
of government, as they deſpaired recovering the 
immenſe arrears of pay due to them, by the depoſed 
nabob. The protection afforded by the Englith 
to the Shahzadah occaſioned much diſcontent and 
Jealouſy to the nabob Coſſim Ally Kawn; nor was 


the prince eaſy on his part, having been exceed- 


ingly 


11 
ingly alarmed: by an inſurrection in his camp. He 


ſulpected this inſurrection to have been ſet on foot 
by Coſſiq Ally Kawa; and finding that neither 


the preſidency, nor the nabob, were in a condi- 
tion to fayour him, to the extent of his wiſhes, he 
was ſolicitous to leave ths Engliſh arm.. 


All poſſibility of accommodation from the con - 


2 {cries of diſputes which, had ſubſſted Nen 
the Engliſh and Coſſim Ally Kawn, being cut off 
by the; ibhuman murder of Mr. Amyatt, and the 
gentlemen of his family, and his attex . 
they were returning under the faith of a fa 
duct to Calcutta; a war was deckredhagaibcham 
the begingipg, of July 1763. The reſtoration of 
Meer Jaffier , was reſolved on, and, he, was pro- 
chaine accordingly x. m 2. 
Major Adams of his majeſty* $ 84th. Tegim 
vpon whom the chief command of the army f 
devolyed, aſier colonel Coote, made hig way 


through every oppobrion to the capital, and poflet- | 


ſed;him(elf of it by form. .. 

Aſtet a campaign commenced and be 
' nodes the. inconceivable; hardſhips and difficulties 
which, igevitably. attend being in the field duriog 
the, violence of the wet ſeaſon in Bengal, Coſſim 
Ally Kawn was driven out of the provinces, aud 


5 . light by the. unparalleladuagdbaſha- 
tous Maſſac re in cold blaod. of every Engli 


tema, eivik and military (Mr. Fullerton excepted) | 


and of o number of other perſons, amayntag-.in 


ihe Whale to near gog, who. bad be misſortudve, 


tibrough miſchances of wat, to be his priſogers 


la the progreſs of this war, Coſhm;was fipally.cx- | 


"Im avs pf lde Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Grcilla. 


1983 


Oriſſa. On the fourth of July it had hoes derey- 
mined by the board, to proclaim Meer Jaffier, na- 
bob, having the preceding day, received ſome 
alarm on account of Mr, Amyatt and the Coſſim- 
buxar factory, though no certain intelligence had 

been procured; the letter- carriers having been dri- 
ven from their reſpective ſtations, by order of 
Coſſim Ally Kawn, On the 19th, they received 
intelligence of the total defeat of the troops at Pat- 
na, and à confirmation of the maſſacre of Mr. 
Amyatt. On the 11th, the nabob Meer Jaffier, 
after baving concluded the treaty with the gover- 
nor and council, left Calcutta to join the army, 
then advanced to Agurdcap, On the igth, they 
came to an engagement with the enemy under the 
command of Mahomed Tucky Kawn, at Bullo- 
kong when they gained a complete victory; in 
onſequence of which, the enemy abandoned Cut- 
wall, a forg on the conflux of the riyers of Coſſim- 
buzar and Agar, On the 23d, the army advanced 
to Chuna Colly, and on the 24th in the morning, 
ſtormed the enemy's inveſtments at Mootejil, by 
which they got poſſeſſion of Muxadabad, with a- 
t 50 pieces of cannon of different cavlevies. On 
the 2d Auguſt, the army after croſſing a nulla 
or ravine in the face of the enemy, came to a ge- 
netal engagement with the whole of their troops, 
in a plain remarkable for the former defeat of Sultan 
Sojah, called Gariah. The enemy had collected 
their whole force, confiſting of twelve battalions of 
teapoys' regularly diſciplined, and 15000 horſe, 
with 17 pieces of cannon, mounted in the E ogliſh 
manner, being many of them taken from their ar- 
wy 950 factory at Paina, and worked by 170 Eu- 
| | ropeare, 


1% J 6 | 
rapeans.” After an obſtinate diſpute of four hour, 
in which the enemy broke a part of the Engliſh” 
troops, and had taken poſſeſſion of two pieces of 
their cannon :; they attacked his majeſty's 89th re- 
giment in front and rear, but the king and the 
company's forces gained at laſt a complete victory, 
the enemy having abandoned all their cannon, to- 
gether with 150 boats, loaden with), grain and 
other ſtores, ' On the t 1th, the army advanced to 
Outahnulla, a fort which the enemy had fortiſied, 
being ſituate between the chain of hills and che ri 
ver; from the former to the latter, they had thrown” 


up an entrenchment, on which they had mounted 


100 pieces of cannon; after having amuſed the , 


enemy with their approaches and batrerics on the 


bank of the river, where the Engliſh army made a 


falſe attack; on the gth of September they made 
the real one, on the foot of the hill, in * hich after 
an obſtinate reſiſtance they ſueceeded, and got 
poſſeſſion of the whole of their cannon, having 


made à very great ſlaughter of the enemy, and 


taken about 1000 of their cavalry priſonets. 


Coſfim had near 60,000 people in arms in that 
entrenchment, | and the whole Engliſh army did nee 


amount to more than 3090 frelocks. About the 


end of September; they advanced towards Mon- 


gheer, which having attacked regularly, they made 


2 practicable breach, and the garriſon conſiſt ing of 


2000 ſeapoys capitulated ; that place Coſſim had 


* 


made his capital, and had ſtrengthened as much as 


his time and cireumſtances would admit. There 
they received accounts of the maſſacre of the Eng- 


iſh gentlemen and ſoldiers, who were priſoners f 


var. At Chabaud, when on march to Mongheer, 


major 


mejor Adams received. a letter from Coſſim Ally 
Kavn, fignifying his reſolution to cut off the Eng. 
liſh gentlemen in his poſſeſſion, in 


{ $10. J 


caſe the army 


ſhould advance further, 


It was while the army lay at Chabaud, that they 
Were informed that Ramnatain and Rajah Bullub 
were ſent out in a boat from Mongheer, before 


Coſſim had left it, to a little breach in the river, 


in ſight of the garrifon, where they were put to 
death; and about the ſame time rajah, Futtaſing, 
and nine more of Ramnarain's relations, were like- 


wiſe put to death; and on the advance of the army 
towards Patna, they found the, bodies of the two 


ſects buried in an apartment of a houſe at Bahar; 


they had been put to death by Coffim's order, and 
expoſed under a guard of ſeapoys, to beaſts and 
birds of prey, that they might not be burned, 


agcor ſing to the rites of their religion; being 


Gentoos. 1 I bay 

About the end of the month, they were advanced 
to the environs of Patna, which place, after a ſpi- 
rited defence, they made themſelves maſters of, on 
the 6th of November by ſtorm; the enemy having 
on the courſe of the fiege, got poſſeſſion of one of 


- their batteries, and blown up their magazine; At- 


ter Patna was taken, the enemy made no further 
ſtand. The army advanced about the end of De- 


cember to the banks of the Caramnaſſa, the boun- 


dary of the province, at which time Coſſim with 
the ſhattered remains of his army and his treaſure, 
were waiting to complete the bridge of boats over 
the Ganges, in order to croſs over to Sujah Dow- 


lah's country, which he entered on the th of De- 


cember. Coſſim Ally Kawn's army was better. ap- 


pointed 


— —— — — 
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pointed and better diſciplined, than any Indian ar- 
my was ever before. The probability of ſucceſs, 
muit have evidently appeared in favour of Caſſim, 
though the troops under nia jor Adams, were all de- 
termined to a man, either to conquer or die, there 
being no other reſource, Coſſim Ally Kawn had 
purchaſed the greateſt part of his field artillery 
clandeſtinely of the Europeans ; he had carriages 
made by his own people from Engliſh models; 
they were made with elevating ſcrews, and in eve- 
ry reſpect as good as the models. 

Meer Jaffier, ſome time before his death, had 
aſſociated in the government, bis ſecond ſon Nud- 
jumul Dowlah, then about twenty years of age, 
and declared him his ſucceſſor. Upon the death 
of Meer Jaffier, which happened in the month of 
January 1765, Mr. Middleton, then reſident at 
the durbar on the part of the company, was pre- 
ſent at the ceremony of placing Nudjumul Dowlah 
on the muſnud, and gave and received the com- 
plimentary preſents on that occaſion. | 

The governor and council ſent a deputation, 
conſiſting of four gentlemen of the council, to the 
nabob, who concluded a treaty with him. As 
Nudjumul Dowlah was to be ſupported in his go- 
vernment by the company, they ſtipulated ſuch 
conditions as were convenient to their affairs. F rom 
the time, the barrier between the country govern- 
went and the company had been broke down, 
conteſts. for power had ariſen between them, till in 
1763, when the Engliſh affairs were brought into a 
molt critical ſituation by the war with Coffim Ally 
La In the new treaty, therefore, with Jaffier 
Ally Kawn, in 1 1763, it had been ſtipulated, - 


he ſhould not maintain above 12,000 horſe, and 
12, ooo foot, Thus deptived of power to be- 
1 formidable to the Engliſh, he had no mi- 
litary force that could add ffrength to the army 
during the wars with Sujah Dowlah, which for 
ſometune wore. fo ſerious. an aſpect, as to oblige 
the ſervants of the company to augment their 
forces, which, together with the great diſtance of 
the ſcene of action, increafed the military ex- 
pences beyond the extents of the company's funds 
in Bengal. This, was repreſented to tlie nabob 
in October 1/64, and he was with. difficulty pre- 
vailed on to contribute five lacks of rupees per 
month, towards the expence of the-army, ſo long 
as the war with Sujah Dowlah ſhould laſt... The 
little aſſiſtance that had been received from any 
forces that had been kept up by the nabob, con- 
vinced the council, that the entire defence of the 
Provinces mult | henceforth reſt upon the Engliſh 
army, It was therefore thought wiſe and prudent, 
to diſcharge the nabob from the expences of keep- 
ing up any military force, but ſuch as ſhould be 
neceſlary for the parade and dignity of . govern- 
ment; the diſtributing of juſtice, and the buſineſs 
of the collections; and in order to indemnify the 
company for the increaſed: burthen of their expen- 
ces, it was reſolved to propoſe to the nabob, that 
the temporary aſſignment. of fve lacks of rupees 
| app ſhould: be converted into a perpetuity, 
0: long as the exigencies of the company's affairs 
ſhould require it, or there was a neceſſity for keep- 
iog up ſo large a force for che defence of the pro- 
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Tuts was in fact, the laſt ſtroke of policy, which 
lodged all the military power inherent to the nabobz 
into the company. They had reduced the num- 
ber of his troops ; then forced him to pay an annu- 
al ſubſidy for the ſuppott of their additional forces, 
and concluded, by depriving the nabob of a ſtand- 
ing army, and impoſing upon him a perpetual tri- 
bute, towards the expence of the company's new 
levies to enflave him. The eftabliſhed income of 
the company at this period, was about 1,400,006 
pe ſterling, per annum, including the five 
acks per month, and excluſive of Goffipore, which 


had been ceded to the company by the king, and 


had yielded to the company near 230,000], per 
annum. The military expences, including the charge 
of fortifications, amounted to about 1, too, oool. per 
annum: civil expences of ſettlements to about 
200,000l. per annum; ſo that there would have re- 
mained a clear income to the company of about 
359,000]. to be employed in the purchaſe of inveſt · 
ments, excluſive of the profits ariſing from the 
ſales of goods imported from Kurope. Such was 
the fituation of the company in point of income, in 
April 1765 ; and repeatedly as the directors had 
enjoined their ſervants not to extend their territo- 
rial objects, the council thought the converting 
the temporary aſhgnment of five lacks into a per- 
petuity, was the moſt eligible mode of aſcetraining 
to the company proper reſources for their prodigt- 
ous military diſburſements ; and it has appeared 


9 


fince, that the immenſe expences they have been 


at for maintaining formidable armies, were incur- 
red not only to defend the provinces, but to make 
new conqueſts, and new encroachments. They 
Vor. III. Rt tried 
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8 Ge to perſuade the na bob . he was lef ; in a ſi- 

tuation as deſirable as any of his ptedeceffors, 
I he old nabob had bad ſo rivetted to Nund- 
comer, a man of very bad character, that the whole 
affairs of government had been committed to him 
without any controul: he had once been convicted 
before the board of affiſting the enemies of the 
company in their defigns on Bengal; and though 
very ſtrongly ſuſpected of carrying on a treache- 
rous correſpondence with our enemies, during the 
war with Sujah Dowlah ; yet the nabob, notwith- 
ſtanding the remonſtrances of the board, continued 
to ſupport him in the plenitude of power. The 
court of directors ordered he ſhould not be em- 
Floyed in any office of truſt, which together with 
the opinion the board had formed of his character, 
brought them to the reſolution of having him re- 
moved from ſo abſolute a ſway; conſenting, howe- 
ver, if the nabob” «ſhould inſiſt vpon ir, to have 
him. in any lucrative office, with ſuch. checks 28 
ſhould prevent miſchiefs to the public. The board 
| therefore came to the reſolution of recommending 
Mahomed Reza, Kawn, being, the fitreſt man for 
their purpoſe. © The immediate collection of the re- 
Venues was to be under Roy Dulub, and others de- 
voted to the company, who were become ſo inter- 
Eeſted in the buſineſs of. the collections, that they aſ- 
ſumed, a right of remonſtrating, hen people who 
did not concur into * meaſures, were em- 
loye 
0 Gi annual fall of bps e bidefed 15 
a very..great grievance, to, W ouptr: : it was 
therefore made a ſtipulation, in "the ef h Nu- 
Jum. zel Dowlah, a he wu: ORs with 
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the board, proper regulations fot removing ſo great 


a grievance. The company's deputies, as was ex- 


pected, met with great oppoſition from Nund-co- 


mer, an artful and ambitious man, whoſe own power 


was to be ſo greatly leſſened by the new treaty, pro- 


poſed to the nabob. The chief objection that the 


nabob made, Was, to the nomination of Mahomed 


Reza Kawn, of whom Nundcomer had infuſcd to 
his maſter fo great a degree of jealouſy, that the 


deputies found the nabob ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed with 


an idea, that the council meant to place Mahomed 


Reza Kawn on the miſnud. The deputies havin 


given him folemn affurances, that there was no fuch | 
defign, the young nabob was at laſt convinced. 
They were particularly earneſt to have the treaty 
executed, as they learned that Nudjum al Dowlah, - 
by advice of Nundcomer, had applied for ſunguds. 
from the king, intending to take patieffion of che 


provinces by virtue thereof, previous to n ftipu- 


lation with the company; and, on the very day for 
ſeating Nudjum al Dowlah on the miſnud, under 
the influence of the company, he fent word that 
the ſunnuds were arrived, and it was with ſome. 
difficulty he was prevailed upon to poſtpone the 
public receipt of them. The board had expreſſed. 


an opinion, that if ſunnuds were neceſſaty, they 


ſhould be obtained only through the influence of 
the company, and were diſpleaſed that Nundco- 
mer had applied, for them without their concur- 


rente: 3 2 
The new eteaty having been executed, and Ma- 


homed Rea” Kawn having been received hy the 
nabob as his miniſter, the depuries proſecuted the 


other object of their commiſſion, which was to ob- 
8 tain 


. 
n 


weis ich a knowledge of the revenues, as. might 
 phable the board ch give their ſentiments to he 


nabob on the allotmeuts necſſaty to be, made in 
the collections. Io this Nundeomer gave the ut- 
moſt oppoſition, as an enquiry into the revenues 
was ſure to diſcover any miſmanagement of his, 
The ſubſequeat orders of the board, with zefpect 
to Nundcomer, gave the nabob great offence, Mr, 
George Vanſittart had brought down from Patna 
ſome ſtrong pre ſumptive evidence, of his having 
carried on a treacherous correſpondence; with the e- 
nemies of tht company, during the war with Sujah 


Dowlah ; upon: which, the council poſitively- di- 


rected, that Nundcomer ſhould be ſent down to 
Calcutta, to anſwer the charge. The nabob was 
very unwilling to part with Nundcomer, but the 
board perſiſting in their order, he was ſent down to 
Calcutta. er ' n n 0 

It was with extreme concern, Mr, Vanſittart and 
his council were driven to the neceſſity of allow - 


ing the forces of the company to paſs the bounda- 


ries of the Bengal provinces, as the court of di- 
rectors had frequently expreſſed a wiſh, that their 
ſervants would not extend their territorial objects,. 
The unprovoked invaſion of Sujah Dowlah com- 
pelled them to deviate from that line, The battle 
of Buxar put the Engliſh forces immediately in poſ- 


ſeſſion of the county of Gaſſipore; and as it was 


imprafticable for the governor apd council, after: 
that event, to withdraw their forces back to their 


- Provinces, they reſolyed to aſk. the king for fin». 


nuds for that province, as an aid towards defray» 
jag the great expences of the army. —.3 


* 


r 
odjumul Dowlah was 


ben the treaty with N 


Sen lord Cſive was expected to come ' with 


_ extraordinary powers; but; it was impoffible for 
the conncil'who' were there, to have left the ſucceſ- 
ſon to the muſnud o loog in ſuſpence, as to Have 
waited his arrival. It would have been equally 
improper to have allowed the young nabob to eter- 
ciſe the powers of government "without entering 
into ſtipulations with him on behalf of the com- 
pany ; beſides, that the leaving of an event of that 
importance to the country undetermined, world; 
probably, have created much miſchief and confu- 
ſion with reſpect to the collections, and every other 


object of ſtate, and no member of the board: yOu? 


poſed to wait till lord Clive's arrival; + - 
But to return to Nundcomer, he was coifiried 


immediately upon his arrival at Calcutta, and was 


not permitted to leave his houſe without permiffion- 
from the governor,” A moſt glaring injuſtice, as 
the board had no right whatſoever to ſend for him 
to Calcutta; nor was he obliged to anſwer" the 
charges they had brought againſt him for miſcon- 


duct in his office as miniſter to the nabob. Had 


the acouſation been proved or not, the board had 
no power to compel Nuridcomer to ſubmit to their 
juriſdiction, though he might not perhaps have 


diſputed it. It was not till ſome months after his 
arrival at Calcutta that he was examined by the 


The opinion of the coutt of directors upon the 
conduct of the company's ſervants, in the courſe. 
of the war againft Coſſim Ally Kawn, did not co- 
incide with the demand that had been made of the 
Gaſfipore country, and the intention of 4 
Suja 


py Spjah: Dowlab's AG for the king They 
required them to adopt ſome ſyſtem, which might 
clearly. mark out the batriers of the country go- 
verament, and. the company g territoties; and 
ordering the ſtricteſt enquiry to be made, whether 
any contribution had been exacted by the ſetvants 
from the nabob nt, Dowlah on "my ne 
ſion to the ſubahſhip- & b race | 
It ſeems that the-panual amount af che. 6.5 of 
|  Bengal's revenyes, after, payment of the ſum ſtipu- 
lated. by treaty, was about two millions ſterling. 
In the courſe of the examination before the eom- 
mitte appointed by the houſe of commons, men- 
tion was made of preſents, to the ſervànts of the 
company, and having purſued theit inquiries 
. thereupon, they; gave the houſe. a ſummary and 
comprehenſive view. of the Whole they had- onto 
diſcovered. e an object ſo important, and 
. proper to add d the following ſchedule, * 


nt of ſuch 7 as. Jo bet proved or ac- 
_ knowledged, before the ſelect committee appoint- 
vl ed by the houſe of. commons, to, have been diſ- 
..;4ributed: by the princes and other natives of Ben- 
: gal, from the year 1757 to the year 1766, both 
-. -anclufive,; diſtinguiſhing the principal times of 
tte ſaid, 5 and ſpecifying the ſums 

received by each perſon ain ine n. | 


Revolution i in ſavour of Meer ahbe in 17 51. 
Me. Drake, » (givemor,) | 5 < 500 
hn. Thy © colo 
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Colonel Cle a5 Grand Us) the ſelect tome - 15 
„ n 
Ditto, as commander in chier at + N ee 
Ditto, as a private donation PX 50 234,009 . 


Roy Dulip, who had the priheipal 
management in the diſtribution of the 
treaſury of the murdered nabob Serajah 
Dowlah, received upon the acceſſion of 
Jaffier Ally Kawn as a preſent from co- 
lonel Clive, one lack, 25,000 rupees, 


being fire per cent on 23 lackc gk 

Mr. Watts, as a member of the com- | | 
mittee, | 240,000 rupees 
Ditto as a private-donation —© 47 sb 
Major Kilpatrick - - "Oh 27,000 42 
Ditto as a private donation - 33,750 
Mr, Maningham _ - - - . 27,000, 
Mr. Becher 12819 27, 
Six members ad council, one 1 eee 65 200 
Mr. Walſh | K. Se 2 TO 86510 
Mr. S r * — 22,500 
Mr. Luſhington - n NB 72 5,625 
Captain Grant 11,250 
Stipulation to _ {om As and army - " * 600,000 

„ W TUNLEY 5267, 
Lord Clive's jaghire was ines obtained at this 
period. 
Redalaon i in favour of Coſſim, 1760. 

* Sumner _ - 28,000 

r. Holwell 3 8 0,937 
Mr. Mc Guire - - 20,62 5 
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| Revolution in favour of Jaffe 76g. 
Stipulation to cha army e 97 a = LM 
n. * e eee 146,833 
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Major Munro in 1764, received from 

Bulwantſing 

It appears colonel Munro ad pted 
from the king a jaghire of which he 
delivered to the nabob Meer j 
as mentioned before - _ 

Ditto from the nabob wh 

The officers belonging to maj w- 
- r0's family from 2 | jr 
The army received from *. 558 

chan at _— — | 


+ 


| 
180,000 
- - | - 
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Meſſrs. Playdell, n 8 
one” each 3 IE YI GL09 7 24,000 
Mr.-Jokaftage | ©. - + 27,650 
Mr;-Eeicefler,.. + 1h #33 13,125 
Mr. Seng 20½26 
Mr. Middieton: + fg * ; 2 2 14291 
Mr. Gideon Johnſtone 6,833 
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Total amount, excluſive of lord Clive 1 
e eghire. | 1 b e . 5.940,98 


N — 
CLThit rup es. are valued according to the rate of 


r of the NY bills a. Re *. 


The as 8810 ted to 881 oute their in- 
Auiries into the tranſactions of the company's ſer. 
Vants, relative to the affairs in Bengal, from. the 

te of lord Clive's government in the year 7764, 


And they found that on the ſecond of May of that 


ear, lord Clive then in England, was ſworn in 
Preſident and go overnor of Tons and commander 
* chief of 1 forces and that Meſſieurs 
* in England, were 

appointed counſellors at that pteſidency, the former 


1 ſucceed to that government. And the commir- 


1 . | | 1 99 ieee 
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N 
ebener fowh®; War ag, Cite, bi Sues 
genetal Satze, Mr, Vetelſt add Mr. Sykes, were - 
appointed à fele& committee, by a lette of the 
court of directors, dated the firſt of June 1764 
Lord Clive,” Mr. Sumner, and Mr. Sies Lied | 
from England for India the 4th of june 176% an 
artived at Madraſs the ſecond of April 1565 ; anc 
che committee being informed that lord, Clive, in 
conſequenee of che intelligence he feceſwed at Ma- 
draſs, of the ſituation of the company's affairs id Ben- 

al, had wrote from thence two letters of material 
conſequence which did not ſtand upon the com- 
pany's records, the one to Mr. Rous the other to 
Mr. Walſh, and partly in cypher, they proceeded 
to inquire into that tranſaction; and ſur that pur- 
poſe they examined Peter Michel, Eſq; who being 
aſked if he finer of any letter written" tn” ch Sher 
from lord {Clive to Mr. Walſn in 1765. He fai, 
he had ſuehi x letter ; that ĩt was dated the 15H of 
Aptil, and was: deltvered to him by Mr. Jagtes, 
the late ſearetaryy/as an öffeiib paper, - TRA te 
original Jetterjappeared to. have been put into Mr. 
| James's hands by Mr. Roos, abbüt the 29th of 
March 17665 patt of it being in eypher, in arder 
to be decyphered, the key of the cypher being it 
poſſeſſion of Mr. James, whom a day or two after- 
wards:delivered it to che witnefs, that he might 
decyphet it; which being done, he returned it, tot 
gether with the decyphered copy to Mr. James, b 
whoſe direction he afterwatds made another copy 
of it, which he alſo delivered to Mr. James; u 
his quitting the office ; it again came ito Ihe p 
ſeffion of the witneſs: being aſked whether an 
of the directors, except the members of the ſecret 
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committee, at that time knew of any: thing of theo 
letter t he ſaid, be believed not; aud that he did 
nat know what become of the original letter: and 
two letters were produced, that to Mr, Rous, con- 
taining various intelligence and opinions of lord 
Clive, reſpecting the affairs of gel. that to 
Mr. Walſh, containing directions to his lordſhip's 
_gttornies, to make ders in India ſtock, and 
E exact en pen of the ſaid 


. . | 2 Ry 
I 8 PO e 7 April 1 e 
Fo. | To Thomas Rows, 377 

Derr . 5215 


. We S at this Fes he ak 1 106 
ſhall proceed to Bengal next Saturday, The prince 
of Wales kept us company the greateſt part of the 
way to Ceylon, and is, by this time, I hope, at 
her deſtined port, all well. I muſt enter with! you 
into the politics of India. The particulars of our 
late ſucceſs, and now very flouriſhing condition of 
the company's affairs in Indoſtau, you well bave 
fall informed at-large, before this reaches you, | 
Ul therefore only trouble you with my ſentiments, 
in conſequence of theſe Peers, and truſt to 
your co-operating with me in 2 into execu- 
tion, and in eſtabliſhing upon the molt ſolid baſis, 
ſuch parts of my plan, as appear capable of anſwer- 
ing, that we have both fo eee at heart, 
the ward honour and JO RN 
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r 
We have at laſt arrived at that critieal period: 
which 1] have: long ſoreſeen; I mean, that period 


Jaffer Ally Kawn is dead, and his natural ſon is a 
minor; but [ know not whether he is yet declared- 


nions; we ate in poll. Mion of it, and it is ſcarcely 
hyperbole...ta ſay; to · moro, the whole Mogul 
empire is in our power. The inhabitants of the 
country, we know, by long experience, have no 


ther diſciplined, commanded, nor paid, as ours 
are. Can it then be doubted, chat a- large army of 
Europeans will effectually preſerve us ſovereigns, 
not only holding in awe the attempts of any coun - 


ble, that 50 French, Dutch, or other enemy will 
preſume to, moleſt, us, You will, Lam. ſure im- 

ine with me, that after. the length we have run, 
Fo princes of Indoſtan myſt conclude our views. to 
be boundleſs ; they have ſeen ſuch inftances.of our 
ambition, that they cannot ſuppoſe us capable of 
moderation. The very nabobs whom we. might 
ſopport, would be either covetous of gur poſſelſſi- 
ons, or jealous of out powers. Ambition, fear, 
avarice, would be daily watching to deſtroy us; a 
victory would be but a temporary relief to us, for 
the dethroning of the firſt nabob, would be fol- 


ſame principles, would when his treaſure admitted 


of his keeping dp an army, purſue the very path 
of his predeceſſor. © We muſt, indeed, become na- 
þobs ourſelves in fat, if not in name, perhaps 


totally 


which renders, jc neceſſary for us to determine, 
whether we can, or ſhall take the whole to ourſelves. 


ſpccelſor. Stjah Dowlab.. is beat from his domi-. 
attachment 0 any obligation ; their forces are nei- 


try prince, but by rendering us ſo truly formida- 


lowed by the ſetting up of another ; who, ſrom the = 


| t ; 
dean iſe”; but, ön this Ny 
cannot be certain üntill my arrival in Bengal. Le 
us, ald without delay, complete our three Pn 
pen” regiments to 100 men euch; "fach_ an 
army, together with 300 "Tight cavalry, three or 
four companies of artillery, and the forces of the 
country will certain reuder us in vinckble. In 
mort, if riches and ſecurity are the objects of the 
company; this is the method, the only method, 
now for ſecuring them. Our troops you wilt Near, 
are at this-kime above half way to Dehli arch 
1 bighty* ifapprive.: of 3 1 eas bie ty 
bound our lee "and" e Is to Bengal. 
Nevet ſhall the going do Dehlf I an adopted 
by me. if poſſibſe to belavOideg; "you Wy 
upon my putting a ſtöß to it; ol mobid 1 
even have thought of going fuch lengths, if others 
had not rendered it hocefaty, « T<ould have wiſhed 
that our operations had becg carried on Upon 2 
plan of tore taoderation,” aud thi we had not been 
obliged to maintain any other military force, than 
what might be ſuffic ent to Peter 880 fe us oo. 
commercial advantages bur, ſince our 5 ate 
extended, and ſince commerce alone is nor the 
whole of the company's fopport, we muſt go for- 
ward,, to retract is impoſſible,” One word mort ; in. 
ercaſe dur army to the Nee above men- 
tioned: 20,00 'fmall' - with” gun | powder 
ſuſficient;! and remember” 10 the light cavalry ate 
moſt Recoffary, i The eftabliſhmenr for Madraſg is 
ſufficient,” no addition is wanted vhere ; but Ben. 
: gal requites your attention, & c.“. 
To avoid repetition, we [Wall oil w Taſk part 
of the letter relative to che Civil department. 
Copy.) 
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f Latte arr Sr ASE 2.4 5 43. en Ac Ar $45. * 
Meworagdum; thoſe patts in'eypher are diſtin- 
guiched thus? #1 have defired Mr. Rous to fur- 
niſh you with à copy df my letter, to Him of this 
day's date ; likewiſe with the cypher, that you may 
be enabled'ro underſtand what follows. „ Whar- 
«« ever money I haye in the public funds, or. any 
„ here elſe, and as much can be borrowed in 
« my name, I deſire may be without loſs of a mi- 
« tute igvefted ig East. India ftock. You will 
„ ſpeak to "my 1 0 on this point; let them 
* know'I am abxiovs,ro have my money ſo dif: 
„ poled of, and preſs,them to preſs the affair as 
% much as poſſible, Ke. 


7 erer 
1 | 


Mt. Dudley, 'who” vas deputy chairman of the 
Faſt India co pany at the time lord Clive's letter 
to Mr. Walſh arrived in England, informed the 


committee, appointed by the bouſe ef commons, 


that only Meffieurs Rous, Boulton, and himſelf 
were preſent when it was read, and the court of 
directors were not acquainted with the contents of 
it, as the three gentlemen mentioned did not com- 
municate, the intelligence, that lord Clive had 
given orders to lay out all bis money in the India 
ſtock, to the proprietors, not the court of direc- 
tors. The purport of the letter to. Mr. Walſh was 
never laid before the whole ſecret committee of the 
Eaſt-India company; the letter to Mr. Rovs Was 


read to the court of directors, except the laſt para- 


graph, which mentioned that there was a letter to 


* 


n 
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Mr. Walſh : indeed, they had no power to ſup- 
preſs any part of a letter on the public ſervice, 
Lord Clive'being examined by the committee, 
was aſked whether it was his intention that his let. 
ter to Mr. Rous, in cypher of the 15th of April 
1765, ſhould be kept a ſecret ; be ſaid, he meant 
that Mr, "Walſh ſhould not divulge the contents of 
his, becauſe it was of a political nature. The rea- 
ſons Why he repoſed fuch a confidence in this agent 
are very obvious, as Mr. Walſh was not in any 
public ſituation whatever, 8 Eaſt India 
company, but his lordſhip's truſty friend, to whom 
de communicated all his domeſtic concerns. Lord 

Clive ſaid, that Mr, Walſh had formerly been a 
ſervant of the company's abroad for many years, 
and from the revolution of Plaſſey, till a conſidera: 
ble time afterwards, was his ſecretary, and was in- 
truſted with all the political tranſactions during the 
time that his lordſhip had the command of the ar- 
my, and likewiſe part of the time of his govern- 
Sr We ĩͤ OPT IOOae © 

In order tovilify Mr. Vanſittart's adminiftration, 
lord Clive declared, that he was informed of the 
company's ſeryants carrying on the trade in ſalt 
at firſt duty - free, and afterwards, on paying two 
and a half per cent. was all contrary to the com- 
Pas orders; that he was ſure, when Mr. Van- 
ſittart had eſtabliſhed by agreement with Coſſim, 
the duty of nine per cent. the majority of the 


3 3 IP 
the complaints of the in haVirants that t the compar any s. 
ſervants,” and "rhe (Oy Acting Under th deen, Kay” 
engroffed. and mongpoliſed the whole trade of the | 
couitry 3 and. His lordſhip" belag "requeſted" ro e. 
cify any Pakticutat 1 platar, "declined It. * In- 
deed; lord Cliye,' ole 8 0 m ent was fate d 
by the m mot Hotoricus, and the Haft . 
monopolies,” ua” Havre E berg fllent. 125 Mr. 
Vinfittart's Socher in this refpect. He artalgned” 
the condugt of the” Wi gentleman in ke pare to 
the treaty; which 35 made at Monghéer, ing 
to pay nile p nd commended 
eil for mei refufed 0 C onform tg AA 
it Was impro er in Vis tordthip's' 8 ijor, and 
they ought to have © pail 4 great deal more; nel 
ther did his lordſhip think Mr, Vanſi art was 4 
thoriſed to Eoficliide à treaty without lait It be- 5 
fore the council; "and that reneral' 'Catn op Mr. | 
verelſt, and "Mr: Cartier, Cave it as "their e ke 
nion, that the company' Aervants Had a 


trade Uuty-free by the foyar fifmitgh 4565 wih 


reſpe& "to the duty of nine per cent.” the noble 
lord declared, he Had no right to cone! A 5 
treaty with the habob; and that 8 5 athe 
inhabitants of Bengal as ſubjects to 5 


becauſe the mogul s power = annikilater 
lordſhip denied hating formed a reſolutib "It = 
draſs to ſeize the de wanne, dimnuſſed art of the 
company's ſervants;" and to call ſome of The fenior 
ſervants from the other ſettlements to fill Vp their | 
Places upon his arrival at Bengal. ag 
Mr. Walſh informed the committee, t RY 
one of lord Clive's attorneys, when he was abroad; 


and beiatz alked har quantity-of kae Neck he 
Yor, TS. purchaſed 


10 0 Ve. 14,000]. principal ock, in che inter- 


Hur 179k: 


| 1 N at. 125 
6 Ped May, be he jo whe oe tha was bought for 


| hols nn the letters. could not be deeyphered : 
5 could obtain that permiſſion, and went the * 
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ee; JondClive,; 7 = ae the let · 
r from Madraſs to h im, * 17, 1765, 
io, that lord Eliye's attornjes did not buy for 


1 7e en the ime that e received bis loxgdſhip's 
1105 . the win o 50 8 cen 

Ve | Clive, then at Bengal, 

thon of the 'dewannee; 

ed. of to. complete 4 

mache, That 
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1655 to ur ene H 
that OA fold 45 and d 
8 Jan 'that'lord. - 
id Cliye's faid 
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tee or e : hore — 
e amount of the © 

Clive ? he ſaid, That after 158 
lie advices, Pere wht 90 80 on he 21ft of Ape 


rd ke when broad ;; and be added, 
at lord Clive's. Rach to 18 vas delivered to him 
* lady Clive, at the ſame time that Nr. Rops re- 
12 his letter, they being both at her ladyſhip's 
owe That Mr.-Rous and the witneſs went ta 
dhe 1 ndia-houſe together, to Rape their letters de: 
E that, as it was Sunday, neither the chair- 
or deputyrchairman were there, without 


t he therefare left his letter-with Mr. Rous till he 


ay to the India bouſe and received 1255 che 
airman,t the contents of his letter decypheted; be- 


if he Foyle cee * ſu e 
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ED and 
May. 1 

on 1 tg 
members of . 


whole power o 
and that they. oh ep 
ſecretaries, an oath of ſecre 


ed. general Carnag and 


ri Iron other 


members of the committee, named 
directors with thoſe W 8 — 


os Aa attendance of Mr. Verelſt, . chief 


T 


hatt 
the head of us 


hat. lord Clive,opene 


general Fares being at that time 
ee in the Province of Oude. 
the committee, by a letter 


containing the fall dec declaration of his lordſhip's own. 


mmm * to aſſert that anarchy, confu- 
ſion 


"TK . ** 4 
3 an almoſt general. cor 1 has 9 ced 
Mr: Vanſitart's dvernment, W that che heel 
firustiont of the company ; Wah Wed the con- 
| . a8 his lord Tp Himſelf Fad 
4 riow|! 


in Ris letter to Mr, 588 Yendered + 
abſolutely indrſpenfible, for the f tt! 
their affal ther the” power ſhould” veſte FR 


OE hands f K ee 9 As the ſelect . was 

__#thivlordffiip's command, it was natural for the 

noble Preficehf to Wim the exglüfion r part of the 
Eduhril, 2 to che me eafüres he Was refolved 


Ina mon £01359 H 4119 Ea inter- DT, 


jc ne committee were were, to re<call 


five merchiunts kending up the country, with an or- 
der to the thicks. of 1 2 Ifubordinate factories 
t&ecnvey itt Fafery'to Calcutta, at who nod re- 
fole to/comply withthis meaftre, with an ĩnjuncti- 
on to tranſmit accurate liſts of all Europ us not 
Iminedietely In the © driipany's ſervice," © reſided 
r abourtherreffective diſtrict.. 
His endehleney che nabob havin imtnedistely 
on his arrival/ at! Calcurts, 'andprevious* to any 
edquiyies' into Ais fftuntion, deligered a — 
che nobie preſident, addreffed to his brathip and 
he gentlemen of tüte ſecret cortjmittee “ A au p 
Intioupof the above letter was 'read* : accotding 
tothe facts advanced ini this letter, the committee 
were of *0pition;"that Mahoined Reza Kawn, 
| fince the death of the late nabob, had diſtributed 
| among certain pe erſohs near twenty lacks of rupees. | 
*Phis'imindculate Aeon wa detharedy that it was 
incumbent upon them to diſcover to whom fuch 
ſums had been paid, and for What conſideration, 
in order that s moſt effectual meaſures be 1 | 


eee Rouge e eee 07 ufo "a0 
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mued to remedy far the preſent, and to neren 
the future, any dangerous conſequences whi 
may haveariſen, or which may ariſe, not only to 
the countty government, but likewiſe to the com- 
pany, from ſuch . Theſe , pretends 
Ne proved erwards more cor bs. on 
more ra 5 than any of their predeceffors, 
T - The Ubſtance of the letter from his excellen y 
the nabo . Najim O Dowlah to the noble preſi· 
= and the Re was, that his father had 
gned hum his ſusceſſor, [and that Mefſicurs 
1 0 and Tek eſter came to Coffimbuzar” 
ew days after J afher's ry as deputies fond 
the board at Calcutta, to direct the youn Naw. 
bob's councils, and injoin him to ſend for Ma- 
homed Reza Kawn from Dacca, and ſet him as 
naib of the nizamut. This troubled him much: 
as they told him alſo, he mult not ft in che dewan 
- conniah, and mult live, in the fame place where he 
was putting a ſtop. to all public buſineſs, till the! 
a t of Mahomed Reza Kawn, whom he ſuſ- 
peed to have Rad long ago evil intentions on the 
nizamut; that His fußt deemed him always as 


his enemy; and befides, there was a large u_ 
due from him to the fircar. Mr. Johnſtone d 
clated to the young nabob, that unleß he — 2 
diately figned ah löktrücdent, which he offered to 
him, he ſhould have no great chance of being in 
poſſeſſion of the ſübahdary. The young na e 
complained of having been compelled, to ſigh it/ 
After this, "Mahomed Reza Kawn arrived, "and ſat 
28 naib. For the better ſecuring his 'poſt; he 
diſttibuted above twenty lacks. of rupees among 
fuch FOOT: as He 83 proper, and this with- 


NUI SITS | out 
2 
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hahts, and jewels, to others at pleaſure; The 
ung nabob complained, that he. Was mich 
Nees refled for money for paying his ſervants wage 
d ather current expences, |. He concluded, by 
ting on Mr. Johnſtone's bad treatment aftc; 
_ His en and pact Reza Kaw! 
 abuling.of the power veſted in him; by the ſation 
to w Þ hy Bad been raiſed. 8 u e | 
+ . The circumſtances of the gentleaien_ of council, 
application. for preſepts' from the nabob, were as 
follow, according to Mahomed Reza Kaun 's narra- 
qyve.:.- after his excellency had been ſeared. on the 
muſnud, ſevefal members of the council ſaid. to 
him, the gentlemen who have aſſiſted Firmaun Na- 
 zing,, have obtained preſents ;. now that we have 
ated his excellency on the miſqud, and rendered 
Him ſervice, we hope he will make preſents to us 
Do you repreſent this to his excellency ? I anſwer- 
ed, « Do you remember yourſelves mention it.” 
At length, as they wete earneſt with me, and [ 
perceived they would be offended at my refuſal, [ 
preſented it to his excellency in conformity to 
heir defire : his excellency ſaid to me, It mult 
be done 00,298 make out 2 liſt, and bring it 
me: I replied, © Your excellency is the maſter 
yourſelf determine upon whatever may be your 


* 


- pleaſure.” Accordiogly an account of the preſents 
- for the gentlemen was made out, before + 45 
| ; 5 


— 
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inn. 
ace, and given under his hand and ſeal 
r, Jobgſtone, in the preſence of all the four gen: 
temen ; after three or four days, Mr. Johnſtc 
carried this paper to the nabob, and laid, « It 
your excellency has giyen this paper unwillingly, 
and contrary to your inclinagion,- we do not want 
it.“ His excellengy anſwered, I have given it 
to you of my gyn pleaſure and inclingtion.” Af 
ter this converſation had paſſed, Mr. Johnſtone 
faid, © What ſhall we do with a hare paper “ let 
orders be en to Mahomed Reza Rawn for the 
yment of the money. His excellegcy, aceording - 
ly commanded me to pay the money agreeable tg 
the paper: I made ſomg day's delay, and upon Mr. 
Johnſtope and the other gentlemen making agai 
a demand upon * preſented the following pe- 
tition to his excellency, with regard to giving 
the money for the gentlemen's preſent, whatſoever 
is your excellency's pleaſure. His excellency 
ſigned thereon ; 5 Let Mahomed Reza Kawn pay 
it.” Accordingly 875,000 rupees were given to . 
nine gentlemen; 250,000 by four bills upon the 
houſe of Seats, the date of the payment thereof will 
appear from their books, and the remaining 625,009- 
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bot this to be a General affair, and are * the over 
ntlemen to ha ve a bare, Kc.“ 70 this th 
-- ar „Nc, this 23 be for us; ü let e 


| ans ka” es Ph 5 
Account of pon from "A aabob ; 


— us. Spe ncer. received | ; rupees: 
- 


del 0 
Mr. a Ee 9 - 

7 $5340 F off 12 T3 $0,000 
Mr. Burdett * - -" '- 359000 
Mr. "Gray © 560,000 
Mr. Johnſto nne 237, 00 
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Mr, Middleton „ doo 
Mr: Senf $5 5 = 112,500 
M. Leyceſter „ 
oy. Johnſtone! $ Mee brocher- 30,000 

| ” * 

15 a f63 - at Total 875500 
F 5 
n * Remind, due 35⁰O, ooo 
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ca Vankiteart, Perſian rra6flator 
Wich "ETSY to the preſents. which Mahomed 


Reza Kawn made to the gentlemen of council, 


the ſtate of the caſe is this. Mr. Johnſtone ſent 
him a meſſage by Mootgram, as follows: Where- 
a5 ydu have ; been appointed his excellency's naib, 
it is proper that you make us ſome preſents for 
yourſelf.” He repreſented his fituarion, that he 


1 do wha was in his power, but that he could 
on nod 


* 


48/1 


fot Firntth any great matter.” If the end the ſum 
bf 455,000 Tupecs. was agreed upon, of which hs 
paid 225,000 and 2 50,000 retnained due, 0 
ing! to che under. ritten particulam. | 


Wc. of the e from Mahomed hen 


Mr: We eee 
Mr. Leyceſter 
Mr. Senior? 

Mr. Jade younger brother 


2 for Me: Johnſtone and Co... 570 | 
9 een at nn times 


Total 1377000 


» a 4 n 


G Due 250.000 


15 


8 31 LS 


as FRO ral rt ve - SHE | 
gentlemen from the nabob, n |; 
and Juggut Seat, was 1,240,000 . 

Remained unpaid 675% d - | 

According to: Jug Se Seat's arrutive; SY 
Mr. patio 5 and gentliemen of coun- 
til, went to Murſhadabad, Fe applied them- 
ſelves to the PROS of the whole ſubabdary,. 
- Yeu, Il. bla 5 og ours gl wg * 
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— they. ſent him the following meſſage by Moor: 
Sram. Make us ſoine acknowledgment, and we 
will ſettle. all our buſineſs accordingly, accordin 
10 your hearts defire otherwiſe we ſhall he di 
pleaſed, and your fineſs meet with no affiftance : 3 
Kor you ſormeriy made an ack nowledgment 10 lord 
Clive and other gentlemen ; being remedileſs, he 
cConſented to give 125,000 rupees,” 50,000 imme- 
diately, and che reſt when be er "Me hs 
| er. from the country. . 
The committee of the houſe of commeng te 
Jon the proceedings of the ſelect committee of Ben- 
of-great importance for the houſe to know di- 
Kindly, divided-'their inquiries wiping thoſe 
proceedings into the following heads. 
© aft. 'The'meaſures they took relortling the ex eze 
| "cvtion of covenants. | 


. 2d, Recallipg the European agents. 
22 2 Their examination. into. the n $ com- 


Plaints. - 
F be Sabbat of the treaty, ring 
to be a treaty of peace with Sue Dowlab, and the 
acquiſition of the, Dewannee, 
5th. Eftabliſhment and — of the ſalt foci- 
ty, and other matters relative to that trade. 
They found that the committee of Bengal had re- 
ſoblved to enforce immediately the execution of the 
new covenants. agaiaſt , receiving preſents, by. the 
ſervants af the company from the Indian powers, 
in virtue of a letter from tha directors 3 the com- 
mittee did not diſcover from the records; that this 
matter had been brought under the confideration of 
the council - board ; nor had any notice been given 
9 1 of the EBT 
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were eee eses fuck covenants. In * 
to the tranſactions of recalling European merchants, 
it appeared; chat the ſele&t committee reſolved to 
recall all free - merchants reſiding up the country, 
within one month after: notice; and that orders 
were ſent to the chiefs of ſubordinate factories to 
convey in \ fafory: to Clounty: al whe. refuſed to : 
comply, © 
\ The oppreflions od enormaus * ai | 
in conſequence of this order, have ſufficientiy ex- 
poſed thoſe who have enforecd the | execution of 
ſuch arbitrary mandates againſt law and equity. 
la regard to ſums diſtributed among certain per- 
ſons by Mahomed Reza Kawn, fince the death of 
the late nabob, ſaid to amount to near twenty lacks 
of rupees ; it was proved, that Mr. Johnſtone, had 
actually received the ſevetal ſums of money and 
bills: Nel for his uſe, in the general accounts 
of Mahomed Reza Kawa, and Juggut Seat. He 
appeared from the evidences entered in the proceed- 
ings of the committee appointed by the houſe of 
commons, to have. been a prineipal agent and ma- 
nager, in obtaining and diſtributing the preſencs ; 
but unacquainted, they would willingly ſuppoſe, 
with the menaces uſed by Mooteram in his name 
to Mahomed Reza Kawn and Juggut Seat, in or- 
der to extort; 'a ſum of money from the latter, for 
the uſe of the deputation ; and laſtly, that he had 
been guilty of actual diſobedience to the company's 
orders, in arraigning indecently, aod refuſing poſi- 
tively. to acknowledge, the authority wherewith 
the ſelect committee were inveſted, by the honoura- 


bie the court oſ directors, and by urging their uſur- 


z 


* 
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That Mr. Senior had teceived all eee 
ende for his uſe in the evidence already men · 
tioned, and alſo, the further ſum of 30,000 rupees 
from Mahommed/ Reza Kawn on his own account, 
butthathe peither authorized the meſſages delivered 
by Mooteram, nor was active in obtaining ar diſtri- 
buting the preſents. That Mr. -Middleron pad re- 
| ccived- preſents from the nabob and Juggut Scat 
unly, firmly belie ving them to be voluntary; and 
that he 8 intended to reſuſe the pang de- 
igned bim by Mahomed Reaa Kawn. 
That Mr. Leyceſter had received . ſeveral 
ſums affixed to his name, in the above-mentioned 
accaunts, but that he neither did, nor intended to 
receive the bill, lodged with Mooteram-for his uſe, 
mor was any ways concerned in the menaces thrown 
2 bet een Nee pe n re r wo 
Seat. 


Fbat hfeſfeur Playoell, 3 mah Gray, 101 
1 each 50,000 strom the nabob, in the 
— — ſome ws a free gift to che 
gentlemen who then compoſed the board; without 
any application on their parts, or 'confiderativn 00 
the nabobꝰs for ſervices performed. Wake 
That Mr. Cartier was utterly a au to any 
ids made ĩn his name, and that he would ab- 
ſolutely have reſuſedl a lack of rupees intended for 
him by the aaboh, bad ir been amn, "te 
him, Mg” Ye HY nn rp +7 
IT had ue battle; ris gs: ten 
2 board, ee negociated at 4 
dutbar, were guilty of actual 2 to the 


Come 


"YE 


b 
e ene e dende 
oth in N to execute them, — —— receivi | 
preſents contrary to the expreſs. letter ang” = 
2 DIS ONO 6500361 - 
It appeared to che committee, from: eue 
of 4 Rera Kawu, tranſmitred to lord Clive, 
who was then at Mootejil, chat he had related facts 
with great candour and preciſion, confirming in the 
ſtrongeſt manner, the ſeveral particulars ſet forth 
in his former *eviderice. That he had . 
aſſerted, and with the greateſt appeatanoe of truth, 
that neither the preſents from the nabob, nor 
himſelf, were voluntary, but granted aſter ſome 
altercation and redious negociations with the gentle 
men of the deputation. That Mr. Johaſtone at 
firſt deſtred a very large ſum, but after a great deal 
of de bare, and many conferences, Miooteram com- 
ſented to accept 6% $000 rupees from the na bob, 
and 475, 00 rupees from Mahomed Reza Kawvn; 
of which ſum the whole was paid by the nabob, 
and 225000 by Mahoined'RezaKawn; in-money 
and bills; that over and above 137,500 rupees, 
which Mr. Johnſtone obtained from the nabob, as 
a point membet and ſenior fervant on the . 
tion; the fame gentleman ſtipulated, that 100.00 
rupees for himſelf, and $0,660 rupees for his bro 
ther, ſhould: he paidifecretly from All che other gen- 
temen; that beſides the above ſums reopen 
obtained from the nabob, Mr! Johnſtone as pri 
cipal agent and imunager, thought proper, - —— 
the conſent or Rhowletge of "his Colleagtes, Nke. 
wiſe to appropriate 50, 000 rupees to himſelf, and 
un, brother,” out of Word gn granted 
e COUT em Mae 


. = X59 SD | | 
Meer Reza: oma, over and ha his allowed 
8 rtion as member of the deput ation. 
Mr. Sykes being called before the committee of 
| 55 houſe of commons, and being aſked what part 
of the political conduct of the ay and coun- 
dil of Bengal he meunt to find fault 3 ſaid, he con- 
curred: with general Carnac in diſapprov ing the ap- 
pdintment of Mahomed Reza Kawn with ſuch ex- 
 renfive powets ; and added, that he blatned the 
gentlemen ho ſettled the treaty. with Nujum al 
Doriah. for omitting the opportunity they then 
had of conſtituting a fund adequate to the expences 
the company were. obliged to be at in protecting 


tze country. That the revenues were left tco 


much at the mercy of individuals, and he thought 
the natural effect of theſe arrangements would be 
to put the nabob in ſuch a ſituation, as to enable 
him to with · hold the neceſſar payment to the ar | 
my, which whenever he di it was with te- 
luctance. That he diſapproyed Cots making the con; 
cCurrence and approbation of the 7 governor and 
council neceſſary to the appointment and diſmiſſion 
or the nabob's officers; and objected to the appoint- 
ment of Nujum al Dowlah to the muſnud, in pre- 
ſerence to Myr. Jaffier's grandſon, e as 
the grand ſon had been declared the legal heir, and 
Chuta nabob, in the public durbar, — Myr Jaffier 
in the preſence of the witneſs, in the year 1760, 
ſoon after the death of the nabob Meer Jaffier's ſon 
Meeram; that there were four or five hundred offi- 
cers of the government preſent at the ceremony, 


5 od that he received a dreſs on the occaſion. 


Wich reſpect to the money that had been take 
x following paragraph in the nabob's letter . 
the 


. 2 


the fact to be true. After Mahomed Reza 
Kawn had fat as naib, he, for the better eſtabliſh- 
ing himſelf. in the 'paibſhips diſtributed} above 
twenty lacks of rupees. among ſuch people as he 
Me oy proper, without my knowledge. 
Io enable the houſe to form further, Faber 
upon the evidence given to the ſelect committee oi 
Bengal, Mr. Gregory, who had been converſant 
in the cuſtoms of ladia, being aſked, from the 
natural diſpoſition of the natives of Bengal, what 
credit could he given to the evidence of an officer 
in the country government, when ſeiſed and ſur- 
rounded by military guards? he ſaid, he could 
give but very little credit io an evidence fo given : 
that he apprehended a native of that country, exa- 
mined, under apprehenſions of his own ſafety, 
would give the evidence that would tend moſt to 
his owa advantage. And he farther informed the 
committee of the houſe of commons, that if there 
is any thing criminal likely to come out againſt the 
man, and à place of refuge near at hand, he ſup- 
poſed thete was neceſſity in India of uſing a force 
to detain him, otherwiſe, not. That in point of cuſ- 
tom of the country government, they generally 
uſed violence, and brought witneſſes: 40 the place 
where they wanted to examine them; but that it 
bad not been eee in 15 eee ene | 
ments. 
And in regard to oarks. among Gentoos, the 
witneſs, ſaid. he believed, under the form. of oath 
delivered to the Gentoos, their teſtimony: is to be 
depended upon as well as others, though there 
have been inſtances in which they have been found 
| of e ans that he 4⁴ not know any 
"15108 : | 2 c 
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| ham they would! 
mined to the farbe 
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e eee lieg ite dir bit 
Tions upon their being * 
=. — their tines” or” effects were in danger; 


on as". evidences ; 


or their caſli taken t thetd he did not appre- 
or Grant, «who had Been 
nefident in India nearly ne years, being exa- 


— 9.5 conürtec the opinion 
of che foregoing witncfs, relative to the ſame de- 


Eroe of oredit to be given to tratives of Bengal ex- 


amined under a guard. And being aſked; whe- 
ther he would: diffegard the evidence of the na- 
tives of ther country, though given under the 


s forms of oaths, which are reckoned moſt bind- 


ing, according” to che different ſects? he ſaid; 
that under the circumſtances already mentioned 


_ bf confinement; and the dread of conſequences; 


he ſhould that regard to their evidence 
that he Aerni Koala, wnleſs there were other 


| r to , . And being 


aſked, what regard given to the 
evidence of a x — . — 5 Sales upon 


e at a court. martial to VC renee bf e e 
and death) he ſaid, he had never ſeen any in- 


ſtance of that kind before a cdurt⸗ martial, but 
Unagined the court would pay every deference to 
an evidence where it appeared there was no in- 


fluence or intereſt in view); that he had never 


ſat on a court - martial, though he had occafion- 
ally attended the court in Calcutta, but never the 
trial out; was never preſent at any inſtance of 2 
witnaſs being examined under a military guard. 
The committee found, by the proceedings on the 
trial of Ram Charn, "which were read, that the 


7 en manner an che. witneſſes, 
e | eng 


ti 3 
avcotding. to the Gentoo religion is with Tocefſyy 
and the 7 yrunge upon the cow's back, and 
cath being adminiſtered by à bramin from Gali- 
General Cirhae being queſtioned to the fame 
point, ſaid, it was cuſtomary, with reſpect to the 
natives of India, to place the guards, or peons, 
over 


perſoris who were to be examined ; that 
there was no miniſters of public Juſtice, bur 
armed men; and he thought it neceflary to 
place a guard over Mooteram, becauſe: he was 
under accuſation; that in regard to oaths of 
Gentoos, he believed from their ſuperſtitious 
zeal, and their ſtrong attachment even to martyr- 
1 to their ancient rights, they are held very 
Mooteram was examined under a guard, by 
direction of lord Clive, on an information, he ſaid, 
he had received of his having the bills and money 
tranſactions mentioned above, in his particular 
care, and that he was ſeized to prevent his eſ- 
capes nr Lake 3 e | 
The ſelect committee taking into confideration 
many attempts which had been made to deſtroy 
the unanimity, and corrupt the integrity of the 
company's ſervants, both ſeperately and jointly by 
the nabob, through the influence of Nundcomer, 
and other ill-difpoſed perſons, who were admitted 
into his preſence, reſolved, that all the intercourſe 
with the nabob, his miniſters, and the country © 
powers, be maintained and conducted by the right 
honourable the prefident, who had made a ſpeci- 
ous profeſſion of his difintereſtedneſs, his 
plan, previouſly - coticerted with his committee, 
Vor. III. XX proved 
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afterwards a complete em of tiobopoTy 
apaciouſneſs. Mr. Sykes, Whoſe / probity 
"a Ai ntereſtedneſs are;equally conſpicuous, be- 
ing called before the committee appointed by the 


houſe of commons, and defired:t6"ftate in what 
manner the nabob, - through the influence” of 


N undcomer;, hadvendeavoured”ta'corru b. his in- 
= ty, and that of his colleagues; ſaid, that 

en he was fitting at the board, Won afte his 
Ariel he was calld out by la ſervant tofpeak to 
Nundeomer, ho was in 4 rböm eofitiguous to 


the apartment Where the committee ſat; that he 
of hitiſelf, propoſed to the witneſs, to ſecure to 


the governor and ſelect committee 25 lacks of ru- 
pees, if they were inclined to liſten to his terms, 
without mentioning what thoſe terms were; but 
the witneſs ſaicz he conjectured the conditions he 
meat, were to ſupplant Mahomed/Reza Kawn, the 
then prime 9 That ke told Nundromer 
he had better go and mind his bufineſs, and im- 
mediately left kim to attend his duty in the com- 
mittee : that no body was preſent at this conyer- 
fation, (conſequentiy thats nothing more than an 
ipfe dixit, as there were no witneſſes of this ex- 
rraordinary inſtance of the deponent's uncommon 
contempt for money) than on his return to the 
committee, he mentioned Nundeortier's pro ofal 
to lord Clive, who ſaid he was & raſcal; and had 
better go about his huſineſs. That he never af- 
ter, directly or indirectly, knew any thipg more 
about the mütter. That Nundebtner's $" political 
character was/very bad; but he had no doubt if 


| be had 1 made a n he would have' 


* 
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hall it in bis e to have en the Pro- 
al. 

Wich 5 & to ) the 3 C5 the war with 
Sujah Dowlah, the ſelect committee found that 
Sujah Dowlahzias as his laſt reſource, had | thrown 
dumſelt on the generoſity of the Engliſh, and was 
at that time actually in camp, ready to receive 
uch terms of peace as thry ſhould, preſcribe i which 
appearing to the committee a ſavourable opportu- 
nity for eſtabliſning the tranquility of the country 
on à permanent foundation, they reſolved that in- 
ſtructions ſhould be ſent to general Carnac, (for 
ſettling the preliminary articles with Sujah Dow- 
lab, which they ſent accordingly. And the ſelect 
committee taking into conſideration the youth, in- 
experience and incapacity of Nujum al Dowlah; 
the nabob of Bengel; the neceſſity of placing the 
adminiitration in the hands of men, capable to ſup- 
port the weight of government, and attached to the 
company's intereſt, and likewiſe the great danger 
that might ariſe to the ſtability of the then efta- 
bliſhment from ſuffering the whole powers for the 
abſolute ma nagement of the three provinces to veſt 
in a ſingle perſon, refolved that Mahomed. Reza 
Kaun de advifed to relinquiſh the title of naib 
Subab, and alſo a part of the unbounded authority 
Wherewith he was inveſted by the late treaty, as a 
meaſure not only agreeable. to che nabob, but ne- 
ceſſaty to the ſafety of the preſeat a 

and the ſuture tranquility of the country. 
It appeared that the plan forged with a view 
of giving ſtability to the nabob s government. by 
dividing cqually the adminiſtration betwęen three 
TY was . in danger of — ſubrerted thrapgh 
the 


— 
* 
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the ambition. of Roy Dullub, 1 che exceſſive 
mode tation or timidity of, Mahomed Reza Kawn, 
| and Juggut Seat, 

* 0 miniſters ſigned the new. regulations 
lord Clive and his committee, for the pro- 
E. o:d gal, Bahar and Oriſſa, and his lordihip 
had received 1 ſunnud for the reverſion of bi 


9 „in perpetuity to the company, .conforma- 


ble to: the terms of his agreement before: he left 

England: ; at the ſame time, ſunnuds far confirming "0 
the nabob Nudjul ul Dowlah, ſubah of the three 
provinces, were obtained from the + who gran- 
ted alſo. ſunnuds 3 the yielding to the compa 
in perpetuity, lands about Calcutta, and ikewit 
For the Byr wan, 1g ore and Chittagong cou 
tries. The preſident Fort St. George debred 
at the ſame time, his lordihip, to obtain ſunnuds 


- for the four northern provinces or fircars, which 


his lordſhip deeming a matter of great importance, 
-made at the ſame time a. point, that as nabob 
intended purchaſing the Boe 's favours at the price 
of hve lacks of rupees, 9 — 99 
red on the company 's eh ſhould be afforded 
gratis. 

The nabob, on his Jordſhip's repreſontation of 
the great expence of ſuch an army as would be ne- 
ceſſaxy to ſupport him in his government, to de- 
fray, the large ſum due for reſtitution, and to the 
navy, together with the annual tribute which was 
of neceſlity to be paid to the king conſented that 
all the revenues of the country ſhould be appro- 
priated to thoſe purpoſes, go lacks of rupees à year 
for himſelf ben out ot heh ſums all his ex- 


pences, 8 dFnomipatign,. including _—_ 
. "SUL | | N 
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and” bare ene to he deflayed; Mr. Syked re- 
dest at che durbar; was to ſettle wry new arrange- 
at: to i; 
werbe nabob having agreed to accept this annual 50 
ipend; made oyer the management of the ſubah- 
dary. with every advantage ariſing ſrom it to the 
company, out ol the above ſtipend he was to allow 
276,000 rupees a year, to the different branches 
of his family. Theſe payments were to be made 
by the three miniſters monthly; who were alſo to 
have the Fee of all * ee troops, ſer- 
vants, & c 7 
Lord Clive ond genora ral c arnac had 2 conference 
with Sujah Dowlah, in Shich they offered him the 
terms for a treaty of peace. The ne 
tween them and the king at Illahabad had the defi- 
red effect; and the terms were then ſettled berween 4 
them on the rant of the dewannee to. the com 
ny. Sujah Boh having exprefſed the greateft 
reluctance at conſenting to the 8th article of the 
treaty, and having frankly confeſſed, that the en- 
croachments-of the Engliſh in Bengal, with regard 
to trade, and the great 3 abuſes and exactions com- 
mitted 'by the company's ſervants, - and other 
countenanced by- them, made him 99 — of ; 
the conſequences in his dominions, ; 
ſed ſo much uneaſineſs about the word repay j 
that they agreed at laſt to leave it out of the treaty ; 
and ſuggeſted even the propriety of withirowing | 
the factory at Banaras, as ſoon as the company 81 ; 
engagements with Bulwantſing ſhould expire. © 
Lord Clive having — his ſeat at the ele 5 
committee, laid before them a pompous account © 
of his. We 3 with the country been 
du - 
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_ - Auring his abſence from the preſideney, viz. the 
Trsaty of peace with -Sujth « Dowlalr;* thi royal 
grant of the officer of the dewannee of Bengal, 
Wahar, and Oriſſa ; then grant of this lordſhip's 
jaghire to che company in perpetuity, on the ex- 
Piration of his lordthip's terms therein ; the con- 
firmation in perpetpity of Bard wan,” Midnapore, 
and Chittagong, and of the twenty-four pergunnas 
Calcutta, which had been fotmerly affigned to 
che company by; the nabob Meer Juffier; the 
_ confirmation of the company's poſfeſſions in the 
neighbourhood of Madrals, &c. the grant of the 
+ _,. morthern' ſircars in perpetuity; alſs* the articles of 
agreement with the klag, for the due payment of 
dune twenty-ſixtacks of rupees per angum to his 
Majeſty, and the agreement with the nabob for the 
annual ſtipend, as above ſtared, to be paid his 
excellency for the ſupport of the nizamur, 
By the rreary between his highneſs the nabob 
__ .Swjabal Dowlah, vizier of the empire, his exce]- 
lency Nuchim al Dowlah, nabob of Bengal, and 
tze Engliſh company, they engaged to affilt each 
| other mutually, in caſe the domimons of the con- 
tracting parties thould at any time hereafter be at- 
tacked with a part, or the whole, of their forces. 
His highneſs Sujal Dowlah ſolemnly” engaged 
never to entemtain or receive Coſſim Ally Kawn, 
the late ſubahdat of Bengal, Sommoro, the aſſaſſin 
pf the Engliſh; nor any of the European (deferters 
within his dominions, nor to give the ſeaſt counte- 
nance, ſupport, or protection to them; and to 
dleſiver up to the Engliſh whatever Europeans may 
in future deſert from them into his country. - 4 
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2 The king Sbak Allum was'to lemain ” full 4 
ſeſñon of Korab, and ſuch part of the province of 
Illahabad as he then poſſeſſed, which were ceded 
to his majeſty as a royal demeſne; for the . Ae , 
of his dignity and his expences/0 1d ns YG 
His highnefs Sujah al Dowlah agreed to pay to 
the Engliſh — in conſidetation of the great 
expenoe incurred in carrying on the late war, fifteem 
lacks of rupees, the whole ſum to be diſcharged | 
thirteen'months from the date of the treaty; : 
Bulwantſing was to be continued in the zemin- 
aas of Banaras, Ghazapore, and all the diſtricts 


he poſſeſſed at the time he came over to the nabob 


Jaffier Ally Kaun and the Engliſh, on condition of 
pay ing tho ſame revenue as heretoſore. 

' His highneſs ibe nabob of Oude had the coun- 
try of — reſtored to him, the fort of Chunar 
excepted, Which was not to be evacuated untill the 
6xth article of the treaty was fully complied with. 

Hlis highneſs allowed the 8 gliſh' company to 
carry on a trade — chroughour alt his domi- 
niuns⸗ 4 380999! 121789 #7 

The Engliſh e were to by whhiewpn {ron | 
the dominions of kis highneſs, except ſuch as might 
be neceſſary for the garriſon of Chunar, or, for the 


defence or protectiom of the king in the city of Has = 


babad, if his majeſty ſhould require a force for that 

putpoſe 3 and the ſaid conttacting powers gene- 

rally: and reciprocally — to each other N 
the ſtipulations of this treat: 

The king Shah Allum in his ee by whdch 
the « company obrained the grant of the dewannee 
of Bengal, Bahar and Oriſſa, acknowledges the at? 
lachment and ſervices of the high and —_— Oy 

no | 


— ,— wow- - — ʒ́ OI en ee ae ae ee. ² ES 
. * A «v2 4 tr — aa went, — 


Jord Clive's. jagheer, the 
are given by the mogul to his lordſhip: 


1 OY ccc. w_ = the nglatenance 


td), 


* n ebe, horctietob; . | 


warriors, : his faithful ſervants and fincere welk 
withers,- worthy of his royal favours, the Engliſh 


company. His ſty grants them the dewannee 
of the . 8 à free giſt, without the 


' P and with an ex- 


at of the -cuſtoms of the 


| revenue, which ſum had been 


nabob Nudjim ul Dowlah L . to be ed 
egularly to the royal iter. 

his majeſty's firmaun — of 

; Eaſtern titles 

the high 

and mighty Zubdul ul Moolk, Nuſſeer ul Dowlah, 


lord Chive Bahadre ; his majeſty confirmed in the 


Prana of Bengal (the-paradiſe of the earth) his 


ip's jagheet, for the term of ten yeats, to be- 
gin from the 16th of May, 1764, at the expitation 
of which i it was dae erg e ee e 


2 12 alſo gracicuthiplentid: t0:con- 
firm the company's poſſeſſions in the Carnatic, 
granted them by former kings in the neighbour- 
hood of Madraſs, as well as the ſircar of Seccacool, 
from which the French company had been diſ- 


Poſſeſſed. And according to the agreement be- 
tween the nabob Nudjum ul Dowlah and the com- 
pPany, his excellency was to receive che annual ſum 


of ſicca- rupees, 5,386,131, for all his houſhold 
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tai 


of kek bote! ſeapoys, peois, hercundaſtes; 
as may reer fut his ſewawry, af 
the ſupport of his dignity only. 'By'n tate ment ok 
the charges which were allowed fot the collections 

of the Bahar province in 19855 they aomounted to 
rupees of forts: 2,133. 93-10. By the ſtate - 
ment of che revenues to be received from 


unn 4 


Had his lordcbig by. dig: tabs garen 
putſubd eſſectual e to Mop the e ffuſion of 
man blood net only. duting' His preſidency, 
for the time to come, and laid the foundation” 2 


ſutute tranquiliiy to thoſs unbapf 
which had lotig been the ſeette ot to 
eaſe a company from the iaſupportabſe — of 
ruinous wars, which have-evet finee- His irhpolitical 
regulations, raged in the peninſula of Indus 3 we 
ſhould be glad io have an opportunity to eongratu- 
late his lordmhip on his proteckion and ſagacity, for 
having compaſſed this þevſperbi end; but the 
company have found by experience, that the ex- 
traordinaty acquiſition ef revenue and i 

which he flattered himſelf to have obtdined for his 
conſtituents, far from having coheiligted the affed- 
tions of the o!αjðiy powers, aud ſecursd their re- 
Pole and happineſs, have been x of new 
troubles and calatnities, He took ho theaſtres 
whatſoever, lileely to inſure 4 laſfing wenn and 
2 the commercial advantages, which' the company 
had a tight to expect from their Vathuable arquiſiti- 


obs. Ia che-eompany 's lettet to Bengal, dated rhe 


igth February 1766, the 5 ben ae 
Vor. HI, 8 57 y ; * 
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| in carrying.0n, the war againſt Stich Dowlab, 
28285 bis country to the kings; could juſtify the 
Mmesſute. Tbat zs jah Dewlah had offered 10 
withdraw. his: protection from: Coffim Ally. to enter 
in ftiendihip with them, and to join lis army in 
vrſving; him; that opportunity 0 have 
ben em Wel for for putting An--0nd: 0 the ;war. 
| \Thatall fight of the company's. intereſt. was from 
That | moment lo t, and that error had plunged them 
1 5 many mote. They apimadyerted upon the 
reply made to the offer of  Sujah Dowlah, when 
they demanded he fhould put Coſſim and his gene- 
ral to death ; ſor it the =_ er had 
Bi delivering them: up, ſurely it and ap N 
dering them, | 
The diſpoſleſſing Syjah. Dowloh: of. His cuntey, 
Was breaking down, as they apprebended, the 
Krongeſ barrier they, could have againſt the Af. 
ghais,, Moratta's, and. all the ipyaders.. of the em. 
Pire, who were checked rom penetrating. into the 
Eaſtern provinces, by. a power ſo reſpectable as his 
* "throughdut 1 Tbe raiſing the king on 
al ts rendered this ſtill mere ſtriking; be- 
Kauf all the northern A were his natural ene- 
mies, beg attached td the viaier Garadin Kawt, 
and, thoug the title to the crown was conteſted, all 
parties ſeemed to unite in oppoling cho claim of 
im. 2 acknowledged kings, and it was to be 
.feared th would come down upon bim, before 
his e Was. confirmed; ; and thus they might 
| have. drawn 1 wars, that have fo long diſtracted 
\the es ries. to theit n frontiers... : 
* zt could- not poſſibly. have maintained 
our the moſt Ne me com- 
EN 55 27 Ren 3 * 


Be | * * N "111 45 


R . Foo and 


been, to have a war to maintain fix hundred miles 


iy, to lucrative and ſelfiſh views. 


t 
pany, and eee reduced as not 


oy make hend again; and the reſult. might. haye 


from Calcutta, from the ſucceſs of which, no poſſi- 


ble advantage could have been derived, and one 


deſect might haves ue the total loſs of the pro- 


vines. F Ti 


In the eee with the King: the ORR 
tion for the charges of the war was unſettled, and 
the whole expence _ let oo the Bengel 3 9 5 
mant, PeP 
The appointing of: Made s dat W was. 15 5 


vuding on the powers of the regent, weakening 


bis government, and tending to anarchy. Nor was 
any Engliſhman maſter enough of the forms of go⸗ 
vernment, to undertake dividing. their departments 
without introducing confuſion. Inſtead of forming 
an equitable plan for carrying on the inland trade, 
in concert with the nabob, according; to the pofi- 


tive orders of the directors, which: were to put a 


final and effectual end to the inland trade in ſalt, 
deetle · nut and tobacco, and in all other articles 
produced and con med in the country, until ſome 


new method ſhould be adopted, ther ſervants 
were guilty of a breach and violatioqſof their: or- 
ders, as à determined reſolution. to (aMifice the in- 


tereſt; of the compasy and the yeact of che cou 


The directors chere tore pronounced, that e 


| every 
ſervane concerned in that trade, ſtood: guilty of -a 


breach of kis covenants with them, and of their 
poſitive orders; and in confequehce of this reſolu- 
tian they poſitively: directed, that if that treaty was 


ſtill ſubliſting, they ſhould make. a folemn-renuncit- 


do by a ſolemn act to be entered upon their re- 
cords, 


LR LIT 


ü 
erde, of a Agbt under the ſaid trenty;” or other. 


wife to trade in falt, beetle- nut and tobacco, and 


tha they mould aſe the rewuntiation of that 

fr of the treaty in form,/'to"'the nabob in the 
— language. Whatever government may be 
eftabliſhed, er whatever unforeſeen (cireymiſtances 
may zriſe, ſaid they, it is our reſolution to prohi- 
bit, and we do abiblutely forbid this inland trade, 
and all articles that are nor ſor export and import, 
accordipg to the {pirit'of che fitmaun, which does 
not in the leaſt give any latitude whatſoever for 
carrying on ſuch an inland trade, and moreover 
they deemed pvery! any ma concerned therein di- 

rely, or inditectly, guilty of a breach of his co. 
venants, and directed that he be forthwith ſent to 
Englabd; and every patio who-ſhould avail him. 
elf of the company's protection to carry on this 


trade, without * all the duties due to the go: 


virtinient, equally with the reſt of the nabob's ſob- 
jects, was to forſcir thar protjeſnios,'s ang 7 baniſh- 
80 the ſettle ment. . 

This trade had been the ſovrce: of: wa: war, ad 
was incompatible with the peace of the Wwe 50 
the imereſt of the company. an 

Lord Cliye, general Carnae and Mr. Sykes held 
the Purnea, according to the euſtom of the ob- 
try, and to theſe ideas which they pretended to en- 


tertain of the company's honour Ay inte reſt. His 


excellency the nabob fat in quality: of Nazim, and 
Jord Clive took his place as collector of the reve - 
pues for his majeſty, They thought it by po means 
adviſcable ro detlate upon ſhghr decaſions, from 


| ** eſtabkſhed forms 120 euſtoms of the anniver- 
r 


y, and therefore actepted for emſelves and for 
fe other-mombers of the council, the vſual 2 
ents 


"En 


fents of a dreſs and elephant to each of them. This, 


expence had ſormetliy been charged to the govern- 
ment, and was how brought 10 the company's 48. 

count 3 but as the amount was iaconfiderable, they 
would not introduce any innovation that wight cend 
to leſſen their: dignity in the eyes, of the peopl 
The zcmindars and other public officers; conſentec 
to pay t the amgnt of 5, 200,00, 45 firſt fruits 


of the enſuing collections. The. collection for ov, 


ovince of Bengal was this year 140 
Campbell attended the noble prefident at Mootej fl 
23, mint-· maſter, to explain and conduct a * b-4Y 
eee the ſeloct committee, for eſtabliſhing, 
a CUrreney, ß. 

"Lhe-digndiides, in the courle of ibe war againſt 
Coſim Ally Kaun, condemned tho demand which, 
had been made of the Giſſipore country, and the, 
intention /of conquering Sujah Dowlah's country 
for the king, 


country government and theirs, and, ordering the 

ſtricteſt enquiry to he made, whether, any contri - 

dutions hach been exacted by the ſervants from the 

— n 4 uy on his ſucceſhon to the 
hip; > 

The ſelect es PS Aras by the houſe of 

commons having requzſted lord Clive to ſay, whe: 


ther in his'opinian, the grant ef the dewapnee was 


really a, grant from a prince, who from his ſituation 
at that time, might be ſuppoſed capable of beſtow, 
ing ſuch conceſſions 3 or, whether it was an inſtru, 
ment executed as a piece of form, which his lord · 
ſhip thought ivexpedient to take from political mo» 


lives — ane, 5 dhe pal n of tha 


com- 


requiring them to adopt ſame ſyſtem, 
which mig clearly mark out the barriers of the 
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company, wbetein the a@ual /Feonioh of the 
Mogul was deſcribed: He faid, the Mogül had at 

that time, ſome thouſands of men in arms; and in 
regarct to lands and revenves to pay them, he be- 

Lie ved be was in poſſeſſon of Ila habad, and that 

made him large preſents. And being aſked, if the 

Mogul was at that time yholly dependent en the boun- 

ty ol the Engliſh for protection, and even ſubſiſtencr: 
he ſaid, he did not khow that che Eugliſp afforded 
him any ſubſiſtenee at- that time, nor till the ar- 
ticles of peace were fettled with Sujah Dowwiah, 
vrhen the treaty was made, that he ſheuld have 
particular poſſeſſions, and a certain annual ſti- 
pend; that he'certainly” expected. aſſiſtance from 
the Engliſn; hut that if de had been diſpoſed to 
aſk for aſſiſtapee from other powers, all Indoſtan 
was open to him, and partieulatly the Morattos: 
that the Mogul was not in the power .of the Eng- 
6 Hſn army at the time he granted the dewannee, but 
id was his own maſter to do as he pleaſed, though 
his power in Bengal was totally annihilated, And 


| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
| 


being aſked, who put the Mogul in poſſeſſion of 
Mlakabad 2 he ab, dhe . bn and he 
did not know of his having any other - poſſeſſions 
at that time; and could not ſay whether; as the 
| time was ſo ſhort, he had collected any of the 
revenues of the place, or made any arrangement 
of government, from the time he was put in pot- 
ſeſſion of it, to the time of granting the dewan - 
nee. And being aſked if the mogul could have 
refuſed the grant of the dewannee, provided the 
Engliſh had inſiſted upon it, without riſquing bis 
dn view? he ſaid, it was certainly: his intereſt 
3 | to 


TW 4 


19 nad it to the pany; who might have taken 
it without his conſent; whether they would 
have done ſo, his lord 
that there was ſtill ſo much reſpect for the great 


Mogul, that the independant nabobs, applied ta 


him for their confirmation, which confirmation is 
nerally attended with conſiderable preſents from 
5 rinces ſo confirmed, who gave them to the 
perſon they apply to as Mogul 2 that at the time 
of granting the dewannee, the Mogul was at IIla- 
habad ; that his ſon was > hoy reigning at Dehli, 
but always acknowledged that he acted under his 
father; but his lord ip could not ſay, whether 


the father acknowledged the ſonto be his dele - 


gate: and being aſked, if he could particularize 
any nabob who made preſents on application, for 


confirmation to the Mogul ah mahabad? he ſaids 


Nujum ul Dowlah did. 


General Carnac being his if the Mogul 
when be granted the dewannee, was in ſuch a 
fituation-as. to induce him to ſuppoſe it was a vo- 
luntary grant, and that he was in poſſeſſion of 
ſuch authority as could enable 2 to do it ? 
ſaid, that Shah Allum was really, to all intents 
and; purpoſes, the great Mogul, as much as any of 
his predeceſſors, in proof of which he enjoyed 


the two. great honours annexed to their dignity; . 


equally with his predeceſſors, viz. the cootba, 
or 2 for him as king, was univerſally read, 
and money coined in his name throughout the 
whole empire. That ſince the invaſion of Nadir, 
the diſtant. provinces had been very deficient in 
the payment of che royal revenues; but that, to 
his certain knowledge, the complimentary 1 


ſhip; could not ſay : 


att 
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23 ſent to Shah Allum by the 
neig Ort (une as he believed the 

— —— hh paid a yearly allowance to his 

— ho reſided there u hie delegate : that there 
s no doubt, but the Engliſh — have forced the 
grant of the dewannes from the Mogul, if they 
thought it- nt or juſt ſo to do 1 
A My would: have excited a odium 
iſh throughout all Indoſtan, and 
chat no 2 was impoſed on him : chat he 
gave it voluntarily, and had offered it to the wit- 
neſs before: that his intereſt ns concerned in the 
grant, for chere was ſecured to him a much more 
_ confiderable annuity than would probably hare 
been paid him by any nabob z that the mogul had 
been in the hands of : Sujah Dowlah, who made 
uſe of the royal name to collect the revenues from 
the adjacent provinces ; but that, upon the de- 
feat of Sujah Dowlah, hi he again furrendered him- 
ſelf to "he Engliſh, and was by them inveſted 
with the provinces of Korah and Illahabad in full 
ſovereignty : that at the time of the de- 
wannee, his mere dependance was upon che Eng- 
liſn; that a part of the company's troops were 
attending him at Illahabad, and that he never 
was without ſome of them while general Carnac 
remained in the country; for the mogul was jea- 
aus of Sujah Dowlah, and would bave been very 
_ without them. 

It is manifeſt to all the world, that the wage 
was ſo circumſtanced, that it was not in 
power to refuſe the grant of the dewannee to the 
Dran and general Carnac's evidence corro- 


this opinion. The firſt poonah for Ben- 


10 bl 


1 1 


, fn the company became poſſeſfed of the 
ewannee, Wis the 2gth of Aptil, 1766; 
and the inp approved, that the forms eſta- 
bliſhed "by ford Clive ar the folemiity of the 
", d in future be obſerved ; and when 
the governor is not "preſent, the refigent ar the 
durbat repreſents the king's divari. Orders had been 
iſſued from the court of directors, to enquite par- 
ticularly into the circumſtances of the death of 
Nyjum ul Dowlah, a report prevailing, that he 
had been poifoned. The committee appointed 
by the” houſe of commons, defited Mr. Sykes to 
relate what he knew upon that fubjeck. "He in- 
formed the committee, that to the beſt of his re- 
membrantee; when lord Clive general Carnac, 
and ſeveral other 5 getit!ret, were on their way to 
Patna; in 776 5 his lordſhip- proretded from 
Muxaddbad to a garden, called Seradbavgh: that 
— nabob —_ efirous of waiting on 1 lord- 
p at the garden, the witneſs accompanied him 
iber Were be flaid till ren or eleven o clock at 
night : that "Mahomed Reza Kawn was "alfo pre- 
ſent, and that his excellene — * lained then very 
much of being indiſpof Mr. Sykes 
viſed him to Naben to the city, and not expoſe his 
| —— to the cold; — boring, as it ae co 
im, then an ague fit SO Hint af that lie 
went to his on . "accorlitghy Mt. Sykes 
hearing the next day, upon inqun nay; that he was 
worſe, went to fee him, and found that he was 
donſined to his bed in a 4 High fever : that Ke pon- 
tinued growin worſß three of four days, in which 
time ey mache Bit two or three vifits; 


that his excellency, the third or fouttht day of his 
Vor. III. 2 2 illneſs, 


ir 368 4] 


Hlineſs, ſent word, he ſhould be glad to. ſee him 
that he went accordingly, and on his, arrival 
found him delirious and convulſed; that he re- 
mained very near him till he died, which was 
about two hours after his arrival, that he heard 
ſome rumours from the n Calcutta, 
that he had not fair play, and that he was brought 
to an untimely end; in conſequence of which, he 
applied to the deceaſed nabob's mother, to hear if 
ſhe entertained any idea of that nature; that ſhe 
aſſured him ſhe did not, and that if there had 
been any ſuſpicion in the nabob's mind, he would 
certainly have mentis ned it: that Mr. Verelſt 
mentioned in a private letter, that there was ſuch 
a rumour in Calcutta, and that it was Jevelled. at 
lord Clive, and the gentlemen in adminiſtration, 
by their enemies. Mr. Sykes ſaid, he believed 
the nabob drank ſome. ice water, which, as he 
was ill before, was improper. for his fituation ; 
and that he does not recollect there was any en- 
tertainment but what the nabob brought with 
him for his own family; that an irregular way of 
living, a groſs habit of body, and fondneſs of 
women, haſtened his death; that he had the ve- 
nercal diſeaſe to a ſevere degree; and that, when 
he viſited him in his illneſs, he imputed his ap- 
proaching death both to the fever and the venereal 
diſeaſe : that he had been ill three or four days 
vhen he viſited lord Clive at Seradbaugh, and had 
a fever on him at that time; that he took the ice 
water himſelf. And being aſked, if any indivi- 
dual was benefited: by his Ucatzh? he ſaid, he be- 
lieved not; but the Eaſt- India company did, as 
they took this opportunity of reducing the alle w- 
4 Lot | 7 - = RNcE 


ance that was made for the military eſtabliſhment: 
of the former nahob, by reducing it from fifty- 
five Jacks of rupees a year, to rupees 41, Br, 
IM 4:38. ges 3 2211956 5% þ 
by oe Carnac ſaid, that as he was goin 

the country, he went through Muxadabad, where 
the nabob was very ill; that he waited on his ex- 
cellency, and found him in ſo violent a putrid 
fever, that he uſed every argument to prevent his 
going to take leave of lord Clive, who was then a 
2 beyond the city at Seradbaugh: that, to 
his great ſurpriſe, the nabpb came thither, and, 
in a few 1775 aftet, heard of his death, at which, 
knowing, the. dangerons ſituation in which he left 
him, and being of a groſs habit of body, he was 
no ways ſurpriſed; and that he was a very intem- 


perate young man. Aud being aſked, if he knew | 


any inſtance of a nabob, or any other perſon of 
the country, being put to death by the Engliſh, 
except in battle? he, ſaid, he did not; and con- 
cluded, by affirming the nabob had intimated to 


him his complaint was a putrid fever, called in 


Indoſtan the ave fever, which is attended with an 
itching at the noſe, and reputed incurable. 
The court of directors having received intelli- 
gence of the enormous abuſes committed by the 
company's ſervants in the inland trade, in a gene- 
ral letter to their prefident and council. in Bengal, 
ſhewed their diſapprohation of ſuch' unfair pro- 


ceedings in the following words: 

"Of 17 'S b 

laid open to us, a ſcene of moſt cruel oppreſſion, 
which is indeed exhibited at one view in the na- 
pob s complaints. The poor of this country, wha 
Bas | uſed 


our deliberations on the inland trade have 


eas +, ͤ—— 


196% : 
fed always to deal in ſalt; beerle· nut, and to: 


pacco, ate nov deprived of their daily bread by 
the trage of the Eu s, whereby no kind o 


advantage accrues to the company, and the 
vernment revenues are greatly . We "nt 


for the preſent, obſerys to you; r 


-_ ſervants concerned in this trade has been 

of a hreach of his dovenants, and a diſobe New 

to our orders. Amongft the'yarious extortionate 

m_ we find moſt extraordinary one of 
vg the patives to buy goods beyond the mar · 


ket pric, which hays been frequently practiſed. 
| off to 


of ys of our ſervants have been put 
e weavers, in part of payment of the'com- 


ny Ren, they have deen guilty. of 5 
Wa appea 


ch of truſt. 

— that the en. of che a 
ire. by the company nts, to the mani, 
feſt detriment of the nabob, haye engaged the 
company in unneceffary wars; that many yalua- 


ble Nves were loſt in the wefaice of them. The 
privileges here meant principally relate to the un. 


warranted inland trade, in which the company's. | 


ſervants were generally concerned, greatly the 
prgudice of their employers, by involving their 
affairs in diſtreſs — 9 difficulties, and manifeſtly- 


 1njurious to the country government, | Thus the - 


private intereſt of individuals has been preferred 

to the general good. By the bew reguſations of 

the 17th of October, 1764, the article of falt was 
a trade'copfined to the capital cities of Patpa, | 
Daceca, and Murſhadabad, on paying the naboh 
two and a half per cent. did by no means obviate 
uy objections ariſing "= the-diftreſs c of the poor — 


t 3. 
the in 1 revenues; for if they 
in two 01 half per cent. and the country p — 


pe twenty, or perhaps forty Per cent. it was 4 
much a monopoly as ever. 


deney of the En 5 arms, tried to recover by po- 
licy, dia he had loſt by puſillanimicy, and Want 
of diſcipline in his 1 4 ſeems general Carnac 
ſought for his friendſhip, and p Handed lord Clive 
that he might become a faithful ally, 
lordſhip did not urge him to deſpaſt. 


M 


r. Carnac 
vizier was held in throughout the country, even in 


curity to our frontſer, than any ane we could put 
in theſe dominions in his room. Hearing that 


Swinton with Rajah Shiltabroy to meet him. He 


oppoſite ſide of the river, and immediately crofled 
it with his brother-in-law Solar Jung, and a v 
few followers, in order to wait upon the E Eaglich 
general. 


In Gtr feretvelf bim with all poffible marks 


ſatisfaction. He ſeemed however, a good deal de- 
jetted at his preſent condition, Which bore very 
hard upon rl hg He muſt "Have found found 


ble mary in the empite, and of an uncommonly 
high ſpirit. It was a good policy in the company's 
ſervants, to behave with xenerofiry towards a Per- 


jodoſtan. a 
Previous 


Sujah 'Dowlah having experienced the aſceg⸗ : 


ovided his 
was of opinion, that from the regard the nabob ; 
| his prefent diftrefs, ' would prove a much better ſe- | 


Suyjah Dowlalr was drawing near, be ſent Sabi 
arrived on the'evening, May 20th, 1765, on the 


of diſtiaction, at which the nabob pred much 


kimſelt 
without reſource, or he would not ha ve ſuhmittied 
to ſuch 4 eondeſcenſion, being the moſt r | 


fon, who had all along bore A bigh reputation. in 
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.Preyjous- to this meeting, ara] Carnac had 

peteived from Svjah Dowlah 8 following letter, 
dared May rgth, 17668. 

s Tt is known all over the world, that the illuſtri- 
ous chiefs of the Engliſh nation are conſtant and 
ünchahgeable in their friendſhip, which my heart is 
fully perſuaded, of. The late diſturbances, were con- 
trary to my inclinations; but it was ſo ordered by 
Providence. I now fee things in a proper gh, 
and have a ſtron deſire to come to you and I am 
| perſuaded, you will wot mg in a manner befitting 
your 'owh honour,” . ave ſhewn, great favour; 
to others; when you 1255 acquainted with me, 
vou will [ce with your gyn eves, and be thorough- 
ly ſenſible. of my. feng an which I will 
never depart while I have life. Lam: this an, che 


ING of * moon ATT at Miene 
oh ws 85 | + | Wi bis ene aon. 
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. 2 regard l nor government of coun- 
try; your favour and friendſhip. i is all I deſire. 
Pleaſe God, I will be. wich you very ſoon, when 
you will ds fob 7 me what you think Delt 3. 
General Carnac, 4 — the 24th of May. 1765, 
I have been favoured with your letter, declaring 
your. intentions of coming to me, &c. 
„The receipt of this letter gave me great ple. 
ſure; you was before unacquainted with our cul- 
toms, and diſpoſitions ; thanks be to God, that 
you are now become ſenſible of the juſtice ad up- 
right intentions of the Engliſh. Now, that you are 
| Pleafed to come to me in a friendly manner, you 
may 


* 
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may depend on the; beſt reception in my power, 
ſuitable to our cuſtoms; and I. will not be defici- 
ent in forwarding. whatever is reaſonable for your 
iatereſt ; and when your excellency ſhall, ſhew. a 
real attachment to the Engliſh, theit friendſhip to- 
wards you in return will be manifeſt to the whole 
world: you, may with perfect confidence come 
here, as to your. own bouſe, and to theſe that wiſh 
your welliroan Moe? a nanobidndG aria 
Indeed every appearance of inſult and violenee 
to a perſon of  Sujah Dowlah's character was to be 
carefully avoided, in the terms they were to de- 
mand. Lord Clive who did ſet out for the army, 
ſettled the preliminary articles, and adjuſted a plan 
of pacifigation. with the vizier. His lordſhip's end 
was effectually anſwered by a perſonal, interview 
with Sujah Dowlah, as it did lead him to a direct 
knowledge of his real ſentiments in the courſe of 
their conterences. His lordſhip flattered: himſelf to 
have ſtipulated ſuch conditions with Sujah Dowlah, 
to have formed. ſuch connections with the country 
powers, and purſued ſuch means, as were thought 
neceflary to the company's intereſt, and the ob- 
taining a ſafe and laſting peace; but the event has 
ſhewn ſince, that the influence he deſigned to main- 
tain by force of arms, was deſtructive of that com- 
mercial ſpirit, which it was his lordſhip's duty to 
promote; was ruinous to the company, and op- 
preſſive to the, country. He ſhould have exerted 
his utmoſſ endeavours to conciliate the affections of 
the country powers, to remove the; jealouſy they 
had naturally conceived. of our ambition, and con- 
viace them that we aimed not at conqueit and do- 

r 23, 845: 0,3 < heat; 


GD 
cigton, but ſecutity in carrying on à free trids; 


- Equally beneficial to the oo 
"The French and Euglih companies having 


y and the natives, 


agreed to ſettle amicabiy all differences: Mr. Law, 
the French commiſſury, arrived” on the coaſt of 


Coromandel, and having received the reſtitutions 


there to be made to his nation, he proteeded to 


ſeſſion of Chandernagore by Mr. George Vanſit- 
tart, appointed on this occaſion the commiſſary 


for his Britannic ma 


jeſty. 
ties for receiving the ſubordinate ſettiements at 


He appointed depu- 


Sydabad, Dacca, Jugdea, and-Balaforez and the 


two firſt places were accordingly reſtoted. With 


reſpect to the Halaſore factory, ſotne objections 
occurred upon its not being in the condition re- 
quired by the rerms' of the treaty, - which pre- 
vented its being made over immediately: Mr. 
Law, however, gave his orders for its being re- 
etived in its preſent ſtate, leaving thoſe circum- 
ſtances to be adjuſted between the two companies. 
Upon further accounts, from the reſpectivè com- 


miſſaries, he did further ſet forth the title of 


the French company to two ſpots of ground at 
Singhia and Chupnah, near Patna, which in the 


like manner reſtored upon his appointment of a 


perſon to receive them. Copies of the acts of 


reſtitution of Chander 


nagore were ſent to; the di- 


rectors of the Engliſh company: - 
Calcutta, a repreſentation, touching the incon- 
venicnces and difficulties the French company and 


their agents would be expoſed to from our direct 
adherence to the terms of the treaty, which Fas 


fident-and>evancil of 
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ſtrict them from erecting fortifications; or enter⸗- 


taining any troops in theſe provinces, accompa- 
died by the copy of an anſwer on the ſubject, the 
original whereof he had before communicated to 


lord Clive, which the miniſter, for the India af- 
fairs had, on his departure from France received 


from the ſecretary of ſtate; he therefore expreſſed 
bis hope, that the Engliſh company would be in- 


duced to allow the French a ſmall number of 


armed Europeans and ſeapoys, with a few: pieces 


of cannon! and a * lodgment to which they: - 


might. retire in caſe of any ſurpriſe from the coun- 


try people, aſſuring us particularly, that he meant: 
not to elude in the leaſt by this application, the 


effect of the conditions of the treaty. | 


The preſident and council of Calcutta having 8 


properly conſidered the ſame, agreed with a re- 
ſerve to the company, of the right of withdrawing 
the terms whenever. they might have reaſon to 
apprehend an improper uſe of them, to permit 
one officer and twenty European infantry, with 
one hundred ſeapoys to be entertained at 
Chandernagore, and fifty of the latter at each of 
the ſubordinates; alſo to allow them a wall at 


Chandernagore, ſuch as they formerly had at 


Coſſimbuzar, and twenty pieces of cannon, not of 


a heavier weight than fix pounders, for the pur- 


poſe of ſalutes on the uſual occaſions ; which 
would at the. ſame time fully anſwer the end of 
impoſing a proper reſpect on the country people: 
they further agteed, to allow the French five artil- 
lery men for working - theſe guns; and having 


communicated their determination to Mr. Law, 


they received his thanks in the name of the na- 
tion for the ſame; and a further aſſurance that no 
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Improper ufe would be made of any indulgence 
che Engliſh company might grant them. th 
le made alſo an application, for a ſupply of 
nine thouſand maunds of ſalt-petre, on the ſame 
terms as the Dutch, to affiſt in-compleating their 
cargoes from hence and their other ſettlements ; 
and having found by advices from Patna, that 
_ the Engliſh- company's inveſtment that ſeaſon 
would enable them without any inconvenience to 
comply therewith, they agreed to ſpare the French 
accordingly the quantity required; remarking, 
however, to Mr. Law, at the ſame time, that no 
right to any part of this branch of commerce waz 
from hence to be eſtabliſhed, though they ſhould 
with equal readineſs aſſiſt the French company, 
when ir could be done with the ſame conve- 
nience. e 
Theſe matters being ſettled with the French, 
immediately upon the arrival of lord Clive, the 
council proceeded with his lordſhip to fx the ap- 
Fointments of the field officers, aprecable to the 
eſtabliſhment in the inſtructjons of the directors, 
June x, 1764; and general Carnac and colone| 
Smith werg in conſequence ſtationed to the firſt 
and ſecond battalions. The command of the third 
being vacant by the death of major Knox, ſhould 
have in courſe devolved to Sir Robert Fletcher; 
but lord Clive informing the board, that although 
Sir Robert Barker was only mentioned in the letter, 
as commandant of the artillery, he knew from 
what had. paſſed between him and ſome of the 
gentlemen of the direction, expecting the ap- 
pointments, that it was their intention he ſhou'd 
haves the choice of ſucceeding to one of the 7 
| | n ES e lion 
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lons, id caſe of 2 Vacancy; and. being at this 
time deſitous 'of having the third, it was agreed . 
to appoint him thereto accordingly: 
Sir Robert Fletcher became in conſequence; lieu- 
tenant-· clonel of the firſt battalion; and it was al- 


ſo agreed to promote major Peach to the ſecond. 


till the poĩat of priotity in rank between him and 
major Champion was determined by the anſwer of 
the ditectots to the applications made to them, 
teſpecting that gentleman and Sir Robert Fletcher. 

Proceeding then to the third appointment of 
lieutenant colonel, lord Clive further informed the 
board, that on his arrival at the cape, hz found 
there, on his paſſage to Europe, major Charles 
Chapman, of his majeſty's ſeventy- ninth togiment, 
aud that Meſſrs. Sumner and Sykes with colonel's 
Smith and Barket repreſented to him, that as the 
number of field officers. was not complete, ac- 
cording to the eſtabliſhment, and opportunity of- 
fered in their opinion, of doing the company great 
ſervice, by introducing that gentleman as' one, 
having on account of his particular merit been ſo- 
licited by the preſident and council to remain at 
Fort St. George, in the command af their troops 
under general Lawrence, which although he had 
declined, he was willing to come to Bengal with 
bis lordthip, provided he had rank next ta major 
Peach. Thal he joined in fentiment with thoſe 
gentlemen, and brought the major here accord- 
ingly, under ſuch a promiſe; and his lordſhip there- 
fore propoſed he ſhould: have this appointment, 
not doubting in che leaſt the directors oonfir mation 


thereof. | 


| C | | 
Some debare paſſed at the board on this occaſion, 
upon which his lordſhip: informed them, that in 
virtue of the power veſted in him, the council 
ſhould certainly grant the commiſſion. in queſtion, 

but would wiſh to have their concurrence, and de- 
. fired the ſentiments of the ſeveral members might 
de collected, and majon Chapman was appointed 

the third lieutenantrcolonel. TH 
Majors Champion and Stibbert, and captain 
Hugh Grant were aſterwards appointed the majors 
of the three battalions; and: in conſideration of the 
long and faithful ſervices. of captain Chriſtian 
Fiſher, and as the former objection to promoting 
him was now removed by the. appointment of to 
many officers of ſuperior rank, a major's brevet 

was alſo granted to him eh 5 
Before coloncl Smith proceeded to join the army, 
the council received a repreſentation from him, 
touching his appointments at the prefidency. of 
Calcutta; ſetting forth, that he was poſitively aſſu- 
red he was to ſucceed: to all the ſame; both civil 
and military, which general Carnac held then in 
the ſervice; and expreſſing therefore his ſurpriſe at 
finding himſelf on his arrival, precluded from the 
former, in conſequence of the inſtructions of the 
directors, which expreſsly ſay, That after the 
death and departure of the general, no officer ſhall 
: have a conſtant ſeat. at the board without the leave 
of the directors, but only when military affairs 
are under conſideration; the council offered it as 
. their opinion, that the commanding officers of the 
2 ſhould:upon'all occaſions have a ſeat at the 
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Lord Cſive entered a (repreſentation and com- 
plaint againſt, Me: Burdett, for having in his office 


of zemindar confined and detained, after applica- 


tion for his releaſe, an overſger of boats, employ- 
ed by his lordſhip on the occaſion of an intended 
expedition up the country, to take upon him the 
command of the army, and ſettle affairs with the 
powers in theſe parts: Mr. Burdett not being 


preſent at rhis conſultation ; an order was immedi- 
ately iſſurd to him for the man's enlargement: and 


his anſwer to the ſame having been received, aſ- 
ſigning the reaſons for his proceedings, which did 
not appear ſufficient, and conceived in terms deem- 
ed diſreſpectful to the board, they determined that 
he ſhould make a proper acknowledgment both to 
lord Clive and themſelves. Mr. Burdett com- 
plied afterwards with the determination; and his 
lordſhip having defired to be acquainted there with, 
it was accordingly communicated to him; but Mr. 
Burdett entered a minute on the ſtyle of his letter, 
and this being likewiſe tranſmitted to his lordſhip, 
confirmed the. opinion he had before given of 
that gentleman's conduct, in terms which determi- * 
ned Mr, Burdett; having before intimated his in- 
teation of returning this ſeaſon into Europe, to fir 
no longer at the board; and he allo reſigned the 
company's ſervice accordingly en een 

Lord Clive delivered fince a minute, ſettin 
forth, „That he could not accuſe himſelf of hav- 
ing given any cauſe for the reſentment expreſſed 
by Mr. Burdett, and his opipion concerning his re- 
pre ſentation; referring to à letter from Rajah 
Doolabram to Mr. Sumner, when preſident, in 
reſpect to a note of hand for a ſum of money, which 
b E he 


bed? 


1 had given to be fed 
the habob's acceſſion 40 the government, under the 
: of his. endeavours to procure him a ſhare 
in the adminiſtration; which he had not fulfilled; -. 
and therefore ſoliciting Mr. Sumner's ollMance ay 
rrp ts "mae nl wa FOLD 944k 55 
Ide ſelect committee ordered Mr. ae 
coils to Murfhadabad on affairs of importance, und 
to ſet out accordingly without loſs of time. Meſſts. 
Leyceſter and Gray diſſented upon the veealion, | 
not reve able to judge of the obſect of Mr. Sykes's 
commiſſion, or the neceſſity of his appointment; 
and as Mr. Middleton, a member of the board, 
was already ſtationed reſident at the dorbar, to 
tranſact whatever points of buſineſs might occur 
witk the country government had acted in that 
capacity to the entire ſatis faction of the council, 
and could not be ſuperſeded without a reſſection on 
his ability to eonduct ſueh bufineſs. The pro- 
ceedings were afterwards laid before the board, 
when thoſe gentlemen confirmed their diſſent, 
eſteeming Mr. Middleton ſtill the proper perſon to 
tranſact the buſineſs introſted to Mr. Sykes z and 
upon Mr. Middleton receiving information from 
the ſelect committee of this appointment, be ad- 
dreſſed the board, ſetting forth, how much it muſt 
leſſen the weight and influence which it was abſoc 
lutely neceſſary he ſhould maintain in his ſtation, 
and that he could not, with any credit to him- 
ſelf, remain in it longer; more eſpecially as 
lord Clive told him, on his way, that it was 
intended to remover him ſhortly, and place wr 
Sykes in his room; and Oy in conſe- 
ic 


n — of 3 h became 
Vacant 
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yacant a fe days before, by the ' ſudden death of 


ed, and ordered to proceed immediately, deli- 
vering over to the chief at Coſſimbuzar ſuch buſi- 
neſs as he had been intruſted with from the board. 
Mr. Sumner being the only member of the com- 
mittee then preſent, minuted at the ſame time, a 
declaration on their part, that no reflection what- 
ſoever on Mr. Middleton, nor derogation from 
his neceſſary weight and influence as public reſi- 
dent, was intended by them, ſetting forth the 
impropriety of charging any other than a member 
of the committee with the management of buſi- 
neſs, which had not been diſcloſed to the coun- 
eil, as an argument for his ſatisfaction. Mr. 
Sykes having proceeded conformably to his depu- 
tation, returned to the prefidency with lord Clive; 
and Mr. Verelſt having been called to Calcutta to 
take his ſeat in the committee, reſigned the chief - 
{tip of Chittagong factory, in which Mr. Play- 
dell ſucceeded him; and, upon the reſignation of 
Mr, Johnſtone, he was appointed by the com- 
mittee to the charge of ſuperviſor of the Burdwan 
revenues. Meſſrs. Charlton aud French were, in, 
conſequence of the majority of the board, or- 


dered from Deca to take their ſeats in the coun- 


eil, and Mr. Sumner diſſented thereto, in his own, 
and the name of the committee a reviſal of the 
mee e e , een 
Lord Clive, during his abſence at Banaras, 
wrote a letter to the committee, repreſenting his 
opinion of the company's title to a moiety of the 
money obtained there by che army, in conſequence 
pf the deed of gift from the King to the nde, 


Mr. Billers; to this he was accordingly appoint- 
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of: ſuch” proportion of all plunder, &c. which 
ſhould be taken in India by his forces on land, and 
their orders, putting their own military on the lame 
footing; and reſerving to them the other moiety, 
He, at the ſame time pointed out, as an argument, 
the ſtipulation i in favour! of the company, of. one 
half of what ſhould be taken at Manella, eſtecm- 
ing it a ſimilar caſe with the one in queſtion. | 

It having appeared} on reference to the regiſters 
of council before his lordſhip's arrival, that the 
board conſidered the ſaid money as a voluntary gift 
from the merchants,” rather than a ranſom for the 
town obtained by military force; and that, for the 
reaſons affi ighed, they thought proper to conſent 
to the army's receiving it, without reſerving any 
claim to the company; the other members did not 
think, chis being the caſe, that a demand on them 
for a ſhare of the money could now with any pro- 

priety be made. 
Lord Clive, amongſt his er regulations, 

propoſed for the better regulating the pay of the 
army in future, and the prevention of any abvſcs, 
that there ſhould” be ſeparate pay-maſters, with 
deputies; and'a commiſlary, to each brigade ; and 
the board having agreed with him in the propriety 
of theſe appointments, the pay-maſters were ac- 
cordingly nominated.” 

Commodore Tinker having received From the 
late nabob, Meer Jaffier, a grant of 1,250,000 
rupees, as a donation to himſelf and the Tquadron 
under his command, for their ſervices in the war 
againſt Meer Coſſim, he preſented: to the board, 
on his departure, à tranſlation of the ſame, and te- 


queſted their aſhſtance 1 in procuring regular pay- 
* ments 
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ny conformably to the terms; to. which the 
ard replied, pn Gag their ſatisfaction at the 
nabob's havin thought proper to conſider the ſcr- 
vices. of the ron, and aſſüring Mr: Tucker, 
that {0 far as it might appear to them in his 
confiſteatly with the performance of the, engage- 
ment of this 1 treaty, the commodore might depend 
on their compliance with his application. Mr. 
Ticker; and other officers agents, having addreſſed 
the board for payment, and incloſed the tranſla- 
tion of à letter from the preſent. nabob; with a 
confirmation. of his father's grant, ſolicited their 
interpoſition for procuring them the amount due; 
repreſenting, with 4 view of adding weight to their 
application, that many officers and men of the 
ſquadron having contrated debts during their 
abode in Calcutta; their drafts on the onation 
had, upon the ſtrength of the board's promiſe, 
been accepted in diſcharge thereof, by merchants 
of the place, whoſe private fortune had = 
ere and muſt ſtill ſuffer more by any __— 
dela * of payment; 1 | 
The repreſentation having been confidered and 
debated /onz, the majority of the board were of 
opinion, 3. that-in conſequence of our acquiſition of 
the „„ of thoſe provinces, and · the aer 
mers argues upon made with the nabob, by which, 
after t e ſtipulations for the king and his excellen- 
Ti the remaining part of the revenues deyolves to 
company, whe ity not of themſelves deter- 
mine upon the. ſub, but referred it to the deci 
fion of pes gi IA : 
y to his ctimation.at 
the laſt meeting 1 delivered in the 
Vor. III. 3 B following 


x81. -- 


| following minute on the ſty le of the nabab's Wits 
do the ſelect committee, emered on cheir proceed 


ings then peruſed. > Nb 


| 5 „The nabob's vat bak, < the feet! committee | 


is a moſt extraordinary production, whether the 


matter or ſiyle of it is taken into Cohfideration. 


It is an appèal to theſe gentlemen K the con- 
duct of a comtitttee of the board; from whom, 1 
ſuppoſe, he would have had redreſs; had he been 
able to ſupport a complaint of this, nature; but ſo 
far from chat, I believe, he has 1 exprel- 
Jed his content and ſatisfaction many letters to 
the governor. Whether Tuber myſelf as 2 


member of this board, or as a gentleman, I can 


by no means allow m vſetf to be treated wirkt fuch 


unbecoming langu 5 5 nor will the board them- 


ſelves, I preſume, deem it decent ro Have me 
termed the vacqueel of Mabomed Reza Kan, 


while 1 have been acting by commiffion from the 


board; and I call you vp ttlemen, to do me jul- 
tice, and muſt requ etete I even attempt a 
refutation of the ts aſſertions; That! you'ſha!l 
inſiſt on apologies being tflade kor the miele of- 
fered this/- board through me; your filence on 
ſuch an occafion muſt be interpreted date an ap- 
n 2 11 2 8 ſes Fi W 0 7 Dre yu 
Wh; 
Sat >| * i = e JF ei Phy wh 22 
The board were ee oully of 
Mt that a letter ſhould be Mrote "to" the na- 


bob hy the preſident, | expreſling,/ in the ſtrongeſt 


terms, the impropriety of his u bg fuck a 1 in 


any repreſentation he might have oceafion to make 
TT the ö 855 the members of the 


board, 


10 


board, which the preſident informed them ;he 
— do accordingly. 

And Mr. Leyceſter thereupon Fs, the fal- 
lowing further minutes in vindication of his con- 
duct, on the ſubjects of the nabob's complaints. 


% The honourable motives on which I acted at 
Muxadabad, leave not a wiſh to conceal any part 


of my tranſackions: 1 have, however, one ob- 
jection to enteting on my defence; I think it 
merits confideration, how far it a 105 decent 
and proper to allow the conduct w g 

and of courſe the repreſentatives of the whole 
board, ta be thus arraigned for tranſactions which 


have not at the time been complained of. As my. 


commiſſion terminated, a month and a half before 
the authority of that board expired, which made 
my appointment; I think an appeal ſhould only 
have been made to theſe gentlemen, for the con- 
formity of my conduct to views which the preſent 
board cannot be ſuch ample judges of; and that 
the nabob and I may not go on in endleſs contra- 
diction of each other, I beg the matter may be 
put on ſome certain iſſue ; : Trl that if the nabod's 

aſſertions appear falſe, the board will determine 
what meaſures. to purſue, in. order to prevent in 
future ſuch unwarrantable attacks, which every 
gentleman muſt ↄtherwiſe be for ever expoſed to, 
who ſhall be proſecuting any views that may be 
injurious to a firſt miniſter or favourite of the 
nabob. I. was aware, that if ever Nundcomer 
was able to influence the nabob, he would urge 
every, thing which malice and villainy could in- 
vent, out of ne to me for the ſhare 1 had in 
1 mme : : 

1 0 59 | : "Fam 
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a committee, 


; 
t 
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bam: but, to reply more particularly to the nabob's 


: V 
I am ſotry to ſee the nabob begin "bis Feger, 


ment with a proceeding, that mult create | 
untaſineſs and jealouſy between him and ſome mem- 
bers of the council, ànd which muſt in a manner 
deſtroy all confidence and cordiality between them ; 
but, as the particular diſpleaſure expreſſed againit 
me by the nabob, has ſolely been incurred by 4 
ſteady purſuit. of the company's welfare, it ſhall 
not give me much pain ; for I am ſenſible their in- 


tereſt would have been. ſacrificed, had we attended 


to each idle and evaſive, argument, with which 
Nundcomer took care from time to time to ſupply 


| Letters of condolance had been wrote from the 
2 on his father's death; and the firſt half 
hour of our firſt interview, was employed in com- 
g of one kind or other. We then acquaint- 
ed the nabob, we had ſome private buſineſs with 
him, and ihe ee by youen order his attendants 
to retire ; and that his brother being g, might 
do the ſame, which he complied — bhous 2 
luctance. Mahomed Reza Kawn. had already 
been ordered down from Decca by the board; but 
it might appear as much as poſſible the nabob's 
own act, he was alſo deſired to ſend à like order. 
He, or father Nundcomer, were guilty of a ſhame- 
ful impoſition on our reſident at the durbar, on 
whoſe application the nabob told him, orders to 
that effect ſhould be ſent, but tranſmitted -inftruc- 
tions directly contrary.” This was an apparent 
breach of confidence. Mahomed Reza Kawn had 
however {et out, and the nabob was. prevailed on 
by us to ſend his pervannah for that purpoſe. 
ihne te bs, 8 F 1 When 
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When be had, ſubſcribed. to the treaty, he w 

aſked whom he choſe to ba ſeated on the Aten 
when Mahomed Reza Kawn thould arrive ? be was 
willing, I believe, todefer his inſtallation; in dais 
1y hopes of receiving ſunnuds from the king, from 
which authority he rather wiſhed to hold his g0- 
vernment. The morning before we went to the 
Kellah, we acquainted the. nabob, that as we hac 
particular bulineſs. to tranſact with him, it would 
be adviſeable that he ſhould receive us in a pri- 
vate apartment, and not in the dewan connah 3 
and that no miſtake ſhould happen in this meſſage, 
it was committed to writing; nor did I ever ſee 
the nabob, except the day he was ſeated on the 
miſnud, in any other apartment than that on which 


was told not to ſit in his dewan connah, till Maho- 
med Reza Kawn's arrival: that he muſt Jive in the 
place he was; or, that he muſt put a ſtop to all 


buſineſs, ' Mahomed Reza Kawa I think, arrived 


the third day after our firſt viſit. 


We found that people about the nabob had en- 
deavoured to inſpire. him with a ſufpicion of our 


deſigning? to ſeat Reza Cawn on the miſaud ; but 
when we pointed out to him the improbability of 


ſuch intent, and how needleſs our pteſent declara- 
tions in his favour were, had we any ſuch view g 
he ſeemed ſatisfied, and called on us to pledge our 
honour to the performance of the treaty, which he 
read over two or three times. He evade 

coming to any point, wanted to conſult Nundco- 


mar, and to have him bring the paper of advice of 


his deceaſed father, ' We knew this was only to 
Zain time, and that a delay would only 1ncreaſe 
T e x ene SLY a bes every 


he firſt received us. It is abſolutely falſe, that he 


„q ears - 
uf Pa \ 


| „„ & Fre. 
ery difficulty we had to contend-with, We re. 
plied; we came not t treat wich Nundcomar, but 
with him, that the council and the "Engliſh were 
heartily inclined to bis intereſt; and ther: hedhould _ 
only” canſder- them, as his friends ane protectors ; 
bly he was told, it was his beft part to act 
Eoriformably to the council's fefitiments, fully ex- 
gots in the treaty. After diſculſing over every 
article of the Cy Ub: or four times, and tak- 
ingipains to make him underſtand t, we preſſed his 
acceptance and ſeemingly ſatisfied his principal ob- 
jection; en; OM he deſired to have Nundcomar's opi- 
nion; but when we ſaw he had been tutoted to do 
nothing without his concurrence, and that he was 
fure to encourage the na bob to the warmeſt o ppofi- 
tion; we pointed out to him, the neceſſity of his 
complying with rhe reſolutions” of the boatd, and 
chat we could not acknowledge him as ſabah, till 
he had promiſed his aſſent : this was not, I believe, 
told him in the terms he had uſed, though it was 
my firm opinion, and I believe ix was the board's, 
that he ought never to beacknowledged on any terms, 
that ſhould fill leave the ſole power in the hands 
of Nundcomar, whoſe character was then, at leaſt, 
2 very doubtful one. He ſpoke at that time, very 
handſomely of Mahommed Reza Kawn, and only 
mentioned, what he ſaid about the Decca collec- 
tions; he at laſt promiſed his compliance, and 
Nundcomar and others were called in, and upon 
their beginning to ſtart objections, they were told ; 
we were not come to receive their opinion, but to 
negotiate with the nabob. It was propoſed, that 
the treaty with his father ſhould be ſent for; when 


i was firſt called for, we were told a Faquir . 
150 


"Tp ta 


me treaty, be Wis W 559 Mele" J 80, 
domb, ſome mlles from the Kellah; bot upon find- 
"10g ſuch evalions would not avail, it * preſent 
rodured, 1 
* He chen en Mabötubed Reza Kayn, t 
have taken twenty lacks out of his treaſury, 
diſtributed it without. his. knowledge, for ſecuting 
"his. naibſhip oy This is moſt ame ful infiauath 
and 48 It, {IS indirect) levelled at thoſe = 
ſuppotreg this meaſure, 1 abſt, take notice of i 
though, the chief obje& "i is to injute ' Mahomin 
Reza Kawn, The opinion Lenfertalg of his un- 
deritanding and integrity, * "inclines me to believ 
this agtgügdleſs affertion ;_if he has done o, I wi 
allow [ have 9 tne I character, and- thi tea 
dy to Aeclare u oath, I have never received a 
fingle Tupee From Ma Mahortuhed Reza Kauh. The 
other refle&ions thrown out on Mahommed, Re- 
2a Kawn, he will, I hope, be able to clear up to 
the board's "FaxisfaRtion ; : and if we confider, th 
Aru ggle the” 15 2 has made, to have that lain 
Nundco eiu about him, no man will be ſur- 
priſed at 9 5 attack on Mahommed Reza Kawn, or 
thoſe who. promoted him; and when all circum- 
ſtances are conſidered,” Lcan only be amazed to find 
ſuch a ſeeming degree of credit given to the na- 
bob's afſertions, which I think muſt appear to every 
unprejudiced'perſon, the performance of Nundco- 
mer, who has ſuch an Influence over the nabob, as 
to make him believe all thoſe enemies to himſelf, 
who haye been concerned in his removal: though 
four gentlemen were appointed on the deputation, 
and concurred in eye meaſure, Mr. Johnſton and 
I oaly are named; Mt. Johnfton we are told was 
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\ Se. 
oled to. be preyioufly at emit) with Nundes; 
ind. Lam particularly attacked, by reaſon I 
Þþ of my, repeated refuſal of large offers 
ade 14 Nande ser, for ſu upport. 1 am fully 
rſuaded, that he is : {ole author of this addrefs 
in the nabob 5. an "am; 1 confeſs; very much 
A ; to ok, that villain mall entertain a 15 
nentary ho gratifying his reſentment, | 
ing the nab 0767 rhis attack; for from him A, 7 
m poſitive it copld not have proceeded, All the 
icultics,, and all the voeaſineſs we had in exe- 
Ufing our commiſſion at the City, proceeded from 
Nundromet and his creatures, as we repeatedly 
aformed the board: The nabob of himfelf made but 
reak pbjeCtions, and ſuch ſeemed removed by the 
N we uſed; till he was again, tutored by 

We When | he wot gold flatly c conttadiet +2 


He complained: to th boafd very bitter of our 
Yoceed) about. N undcomer, ' when we were or- 
ered to ſe ad him down, and alledged that we 
2 rk 5 lign ſuch 2 Päpet as We thought 
T his Was Nundcomer's laſt ſtruggle, at 
Fal, it it LAW have been the laſt; had not he and 
155 nabob been raught'to expect an entite change 
upon the arrival of Lord Clive and the committee. 
As the nabob had confidence enough to exclaim 
againſt us to the board in ſuch terms. Why failed 
him to add what he now urges? The paper i he 
Days, was, forced. from him, regarded on 
Comer, I am firmly perle that the lame 
| influence, which has on ſeveral occaſions led the 
nabob into the moſt alpable contradictions, bas 
Beh. e him to cheſe ſhameful . oh 


1 * 1 


5 


hopes of affſting Nundcomer by this attack, on 


thoſe WhO promoted his removal. No confidence 


ran be placed in his word and promiſe, ſo long at 
Nundcomer or his creatures have acceſs to him 
and I am ſatisſied, if they were removed; he | 
ſoon reflect on the impropriety of his preſent. con- 
duct, andrepentef j... 5 

I admit the na bob was at firſt much averſe to the 
zppointments the board had made; from the infis 
nuations of Nundcomer; that we really meant tb 


place Mabhomed Reza Kawa on the miſnud; when 


was convinced of our real deſign, and had en- 
gaged us to pledge our honouts to the performance 
of the treaty; he appeared more ſatisfied, and 


probably would have remained ſo; had he nor been 


encouraged to expect the releaſe and re-inſtatement 
of Nutidcomer on lord Clive's arrival. And if we 
were neceiſitated to urge ſome points in terms: we 
would wiſh to have avoided, we were drove to it 
by the oppoſition we met with from Nuddcomer and 
his adherents; /- It was. our deſire and our aim to 
treat the naboh with a becoming teſpect; but the 
ſtruggles of theſe to thwart every meaſure, the 
board had recommended, obliged us now and then 
to enforce them in more poſitive terms, and to ex- 
plain to them the miſthiefs they would unavoidably 
draw upon themſelves by ſuch a procedure, ant! 
how evidently they were ſacrificing the nabob's 
welfare to their private views I always eſteemed 
it 2 conteſt wich the 'nabob's officers, not with 


him 3 the executing the ſer vice we were ſent on, eu- 
gaged us in many diſagreeable altercations, and it 
accompliſhed without reſolution and 


could not be 
perſeverance; 4 
Vol. III. 38 
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be company acquired by this treaty; an additi- 
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onal income confirmed to them of fixty lacks of ru- 
pees, per annum; had the whole military force of the 
province in their own hands, and obtained the pow- 


er of interfering more or leſs, in the affairs of 


vernment, and nominations of the nabob's officers, 
as Circumſtances might render neceſſary for their 
welfare and ſucceſs: when the government be- 
came recent, it: could only. be ſecured to Nazem O 
Dowlah; by the power of the company's force, and 
they 5 they had a right to preſcribe ſuch con- 
ditions for his ſupport, as ſeemed moſt conducive 
to their welfare. When the company's intereſt 
were altogether ſecured, and the orders of the 
board fully executed, it is very true, that I accept- 
ed a preſent from the nabob; I never made a ſe- 
eret of it, as the cuſtom of Indoſtan on ſuch occa- 
Hons, is well known to every body, ſanctifies the 
acceptance; and where preſents have not been 
[eſteemed the price of improper-ſervices, I never 
heard a reflection caſt on thoſe who did receive 
them. When I had done my duty to the compa- 
ny, I thought myſelf at liberty to accept a preſent 
from the nabob, which I am confident; can in no 
ſhape prove injurious to the company; whilſt the 
ſettlement of the government was under confidera- 
tion; I' declined every overture that was made, 


which is well known to the company's ſervants at 


Calcutta; and though Mr. Spencer accepted at- 
terwards, an offer of two lacks from the nabob, he 
- bad previouſly. refuſed one of eleven lacks. It is 
certain, that Meſſieurs Leyceſter and Spencer 
might have made immenſe fortungs, had they 2 

a eell⸗ 


* 
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Saale . offers made them hy abs nabob us 


his miniſter. 1 

It has been denz my opinlon, did Mr. Leys 
alles before the board of Calcutta, that in a 
country not under the moſt abſolute tyranny, every 
man's property was at his own diſpoſal, and every 
one is at Ilherty to accept what is offered, without 
fear or compulſion, the ſame not being a eonſiders- 
tion for improper- ſervices : the adopting oppoſite: 
maxims, is contrary to the known practice of our 
predeceſſors in the councihy and though abſolute 
orders, with a penalty annexed, may make the ac- 
ceptance of preſents improper and inconvenient, 
yet they cannot alter the rectitude of the act irſelf ; 
who can condemn a man, who having an opportu- 
nity of obtaining a comfortable maintenance an 
diſhonourable ſacrifice, ſhould miſs it. a 

Since the conteſts which prevailed afterwards - 2 
mong the proprietors at home, the orders from the 
court of directors have been ſo fluctuating. that ic 
has really been difficult to collect the ſentiments 
that were to guide the conduct of the company's 
ſervants abroad. Mr. Gray never gave up a ſin- 
gle advantage, he could have acquired for the com- 
pany, to gtatiſy his private intereſt. Hie was a 
member of that board, who procured an additional 
yearly revenue of eighty lacks of rupees, to the 
poſſeſſions they eld before ; making with theſe 
in all, at leaſt one million eight hundred thouſand 
pounds ſterling, per annum. Had the gentlemen 
of council been diſpoſed to ſpare the nabob in his 
aſſignment, he would have given them much larger 


ſums, and no complaints would mor an made on 
Fins ſubject. 


* | 4 
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The gay eee trade was once a fund of ad 
vantage to the company s ſervants, but that was be- 
fore. Serajah Dowlah's war when commerce flou- 
riſhed both in Bengal and in the ma rts abroad 
Gnce that time, the internal « commotions, in which 
theſe countries have been involyed,. have rendered 
that branch ſo very precarious, that voyages have 
proved moſt times unſucceſsful for ſeveral years 
paſt. There has been almoſt a- conſtant. ſeries of 
_ warfare in Bengal; ſeveral worthy ſervants-of the 

company have fallen unfortunate victims of Mooriſh 
barbarity, - in _ v revolutions caulcd by avarice 


Lend Clin 
2 live? ; ſacper committee eee to 
impute to their predecefiors malverſations, of which 
they were judges. and complainants. To ſupport 
theſe charges, Mooteram was arreſted at Calcutta 
by a party of ſeapoys, confined cloſe | priſoner in 
his houſe under a ſerjeant's guard, with all the 
terrors attending a man already convicted and con- 
demned of capital offences: ignorant as he was of 
the Engliſn laws and undoubted rights, the ſelect 
committee obliged him to ſwear that he would an- 
ſwer all the queſtions put to him to betray the ſe- 
ereta of his maſter, or make againſt himſelf. 

Had Mooteram been accuſed! of any capital 
crime, or of having done any thing contrary to 
law, if liable to be tried by our laus and by Eng- 
lichmen, acting with a lawful authority as his judges, 
he ought to have had bis indictment in a public 
manner, and been allowed counſel, a juſtice ne - 
ver denied to any under the protection of the Eng- 
lich government. Had the nabob ſubmitted him 
£0 'the © committee as his | Judges, a fair trial 1 
5 waar 


1 ] 


hat he had a right to expect, and that he ſhould. 
not have been thus by force, impriſonment, and 
fear of his life and honour, to give evidence that 
might make againſt himſelf, and in order to be 
brought as à proof againſt any ſubject of Bri- 


tain, enjoying the rights and protection of this pa- 
rent ſtate. When ſuch undue: influence, unlaw ful 
means and violence are uſed to obtain an evidence, 
no credit is to be given to anſwers on oath to all 
grievances that ſhould be put to a perſon while un- 
der reſtraint; impriſonment, and fear. The ho- 
nour and credit of the council were trampled upon, 
by the noble preſident and his committee, inſo- 
much, that no one man of diſtinction belonging 
to the country government, dared receive or pay 
viſits ta and from the members of the council, 
from a notion that had been propagated, that they 
had no authority, and were made abſolutely de- 
pendents on the committee, that uſurped an au- 
thority they had no right to; then force and vio- 
lence took the place of the law and liberty, mili- 
tary execution and impriſonment over- awed and ex- 
torted evidences, before a tribunal and judges, 
whoſe powers the noble preſident declared -was what 
their own will thought fit to aſſign. One ſhould 
think from the proceedings of his lordſhip and his 
committee, that they were piqued to find the in- 
icrelt of the company ſo well ſecuted before their 
arrival; the gentlemen who had felt the deſects of 
the former treaty, were full as well qualified to re- 
medy them in the new one, as the pretended re- 
formers, His lordſhip expreſſed much chagrin 
that the affair of his jaghire had been ſettled ac- 
cording to his agreement with the company, with- 
he Y out 
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git his interpoſition, though a better opportunity 
could not have occurred to get it done. Mr Spen- 
cer, whoſe merit and ſervices the company cannot 
eraſe from their records, was revered by that par- 
ty which in England oppoſed lord Clive, and the 

ntlemen of his committee; any attack upon him 
or his meaſures was an attack upon the party who 
eſpouſed the man and his ſyſtem; this accounts for 
the uncommon neglect and diſregard ſhewn- to Mr. 


Spencer by lord Clive, though he joined with the 
board in thanks to-thedame-gentlemay- for the zeal 
he had ſhewn for the company's welfare. Though 
the gentlemen of lord Chve's committee, from 
their long abſence from India, could not poſſibly 


be at - firſt proper judges of the company's affairs 
and intereſts ;z- they never on any occaſion conſulted 
with, or aſked the ſentiments of the council, the 


fentiments of a former adminiſtration on divers im- 
portant ſubjects, merited more conſideration and 


reſpect; and ſuch a deference would have ſaved 
them the reproach of many capital errors and in- 


conſiſtencies. With regard to preſents in genera], 


they had the approved example of the preſident 
lord Clive himſelf, for their guide, who ſtipulated a 
princely fortune, for Meer Jather's elevation to the 
miſnud ; and though he profeſſed the company's 
welfare was his only motive for ſtaying in India, 
yer he acknowledged he made uſe of the influence 
of Juggut Seat to apply for a jaghire, which though 
amounting to 30, oool. per annum, was not thought 
improper by him to accept of, even in the circum- 
ſtances of diſtreſs he then repreſents the old nabob 
to have been in, his life twice ſaved from his 
troops mutinying for their arrears, only: by the 2 
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of 6ur arms, and large balances then due to the 
company, which were not paid till after the revo- 
lution, after 1769. If the books: of the nabob's 
treaſury, from the time that Meer Jaffier obtained 
the government, doun to this day, had been re- 
ferred to as a proof af the company's ſervants rapa- 
ciouſneſs, ſuch a retroſpect and ſcrutiny into their 
proceedings would have covered them with ſhame 
and inſamy . There is not one of them in the civil 
or military, from colonel Clive down to the preſent 
time, that have not received preſents while in their 
power. One of the ſtipulations which Mr. Scraf- 
ton was inſtructed to make in the ſecret negocia- 
tions, concerted with Meer Jaffier Ally Kawn, be- 
fore the army was ordered to move, related merely 
to the ſums required by the ſecret committee; Mr. 
Johnſon ho had ſucceeded ts Mr. Spencer in the 
{tation of Perſian tranſlator, ſor carrying on the 
correſpondence with the country government un- 
der lord Clive, and Mr. Luſhinton was appointed 
to aſſiſt under him. The day the troops embark- | 
ed, Mr. Johnſon was ordered to return and do his 
duty in the artillery ; he was the only perſon who 1 
had acted under the colonel during the negociation 
with Meer Jaffier, that was afterwards: omitted in i 
the nabob's private bounty, when the reſolution in 
his favour was crowned with ſucceſs; Mr. Scrafton nv 
got a confiderable fortune; Mr. Lufhington, with 1 
many others, who were the colonel's friends, were | | 
preſented with ſuch immenſe: ſums, that the nabob 
could not find money in the treaſury to pay what 
had been ſtipulated for the company, for reſtitution, | 
Navy and army, to be paid on his being ſeated in | 
| 


the miſaud, the greateſt part was deferred t 5 
. Pal 
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pad within three years, and by alligninents at laf 


on the revenues of the province; This affect 
the atmy and navy in the diſcount they were ne- 
ceſſitated, on this pretext to allow the company for 
advancing their ſhares in ready money ; and the 
company depended on the ſucceſs. of the war for 
che years to ſecure their balance. 

After Mr. Johnſton had executed the ſervice he 
was ſent upon in behalf of the company; without 
any promiſe or proſpect of reward, while the nabob 
was under no *incumbrances, and kept regularly 
his payments for the army and the reſtitution ; 
lachs lying in his treaſury at Calcutta. Let the 
world judge whether he might have received pre: 
ſents, * the other ſervants employed with 
him, or his r e friends, ſums infinitely 
larger eight years Before, and the 2 after 
N with the greateſt propriety: _ 

The gemlemen who made the treaty with Meer 
Coſlim, claimed ſome merit in having thus rejected 
his offer, till the debts Jaffier Ally Kawn' left ſtill 
owing to the company, and the arrears of the troops, 
| were paid, yet none of theſe gentlemen pretended 
they would not receive them afterwards, not could 
ſome of them ſay they did not. 

According to the noble lord's ow˖nn obſervation; 
it would have appeared abſutd after ſo many years 
ſervices, aſter Mr. Johnſton had riſqued his life ſo 
often, and experienced many reverſes; had he re- 
fuſed this only . honourable opportunity that evet 
was likely to offer of becoming independent, and 
to have nnn. e ind offices of lord 


N | | | At 
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At the ſame time the nabob conferred theſe fas 
yours on Meſſieurs Johnſtone, Leyceſter, Gray, &c. 
there was a demand on him for the money of the 
jaghire, which the nabob had received fince the 
company ſtopt the payment of it to lord Clive. In 
conſequence of the nabob having figned the fard 
ſual, which repreſented that Sabut J ung: Colonel 
Clive having been honouted with the rank of 6000 
horſe, and having now a formidable force ready 
for the king's ſervice, the expence of which he 
could not defray. for want of a jaghire, he hoped 
the nabob's pleaſure might be ſignified, - whether 
on condition of giving a mutchulea for procuring 
the king's ſunnud, and adjuſting the terms, till t 
ſhould arrive, the colonel ſhould receive the ſum 
of £.222,958--10, the rents of that jaghire of the 
nazim. Now though there appeared a tranſlation 
of the  naboh's peryannah to the preſident and 
council, for paying the'rents of the jaghire to lord | 
Clive in 1758, the tranſlators of the above papers 
never appeared, except the Sunnud dewannee, = 
though they ſeemed of a nature to ſet his-lordſhip's ; 
claim to that jaghire in a very different light to 
what it muſt have appeared when the obligation | 
was not conſidered, and when the king's ſunnud | 
with the terms of the jaghire were therein ex- ( 
preſſed, as being abſolutely requiſite to be procu- 
red to make it valid, and were never obtained. 
Though Mr. Johnſon's conduct in the truſts com- 
mitted to his charge had been approved of, in re- 
Ent letters from the board, and his ſervices: had 
been recommended home in terms very fayourable 
to the directors, yet from every circumſtance- and 
proceeding, there ſeemed a pre-determination in 
Vor: I — - the 
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che committee to injure his charactet and ruin bis 
fortune. Confidering the tank of credit he had 
hitherto ſupported as a member of the council, he 
could not ſubrait to further indignitles, or act in a 
ſubordinate ſtation. The noble pfeſident and his 
committee, inſtead of arming to extenvate the ſup- 
poſed vfferice, according to eee, of the 
courts of juſtice, Where the greateſt criminals are 
arraigned, have evidently ſtrove to aggravate every 
circumſtance that they endeavoured to charge vpon 
Mr. Johnſſon, even in regard to the bills, which 
he afferted, were ordered to be given back to Ma- 
homed Reza Kawh, after he had figned the cove- 
nants unconditionally, though he might have re- 


6 
- 


ceived their amounts long before. The obvious 


queſtion was never put to Mooteram, whether be 
kad ever informed Mr. Johnſton, that Mahomed 
Reza Kawn had tefuſed to receive them ? and 
whether, on the contrary, he had not informed him 
repeatedly that they were given back? the very 
night before Mooteram's' arreft, and his confine- 
ment, he brought My. Johnſtone a meſſage from 
Mahomed Reza Kawn, defiring he would lend him 
50,000 rupees, to pay in on account of the Decca 
rents for lord Clive's jaghire-money ; and the an- 
fwer he returned was, why he did not uſe the money 
of the bills that were given back ? though The exa- 
mination of thofe they would make witneſſes, was ih 
a language in which none of his lordſhip's com- 
mittee were at all perfect; and it was of the reat 
elt conſequence 'to have been certain, that all the 
queſtions and” anſwers were ſtrictiy and fully ten- 

ed, and that whatever was faid by the prifonets 
ia the terror and confuſion they wers in, 45 


f ws 1 3 
be taken down in their own words, eſpecially as 


expreſhons in this language ſo often admyt of inter. 
prerazions, that mah Ee rendered for, or againſt 3 


jet Mopteram and Buſſantroy were confronted wich 
Mahomed Reza Kawn and Juggut Seat, who were 
Grit called vpon to compoſe their narratire. It 
muſt be obſerved, with how littls candour the ſelect 
committee related their proceedings... In regard to 
Mooteram, Was expected to be a principal 


evidence, they ſaid he was only ordered to be ſent, 


for ; no, notice was taken that he had been ſeized 


the day before. by a party of ſeapoys, and was kept 


priſoner, with three centries over him, without li- 
berty of ſeeing any perſon wharſoever, except his 
menial ſervants, as if they purpoſely evaded the: 
wow of ſuch unwarrancable ach. . He continued 
a long while in the ſame cloſe confinement, as well 
as Buſſantroy under military guards; and under 
theſe circumſtances, lord Clive propoſed in coun- 
cil, he might be. called and examiged, as if ſuch 
treatment was not ſufficient to deter any black mas 
from retracting, however much inclined, whatever 
he might have ſaid before, falſe, or contradictory- 
where he couſd not but expect that retraction 
would draw on him ſtill, more diſgrace, and unhap- 
py conſequences. The ſuffering of Mooteram 
pointed out too plaialy what others had to expect 

from ſych arbitrary. power, and ſeemed well calcu- 

lated to excite every accuſation that could poſhbly, 

be ſcraped together from ſuch. ſelfiſh diſappointed 

men, againſt the gentlemen who had the admini - 

tration, and manageg the affairs of the company 
with ſo much credit and ſucceſs, I 
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The repeated inſults and injuries Mr. Johnſton 
received, when he prefided as chief for the collec- 
tion of the revenues, engaged him to reſign the 
cbmpany's ſervice ; when the rajah was ſent for to 
Calcutta, he did not even dare to vifit him, ap- 
prehending that guards might be put upon him, af. 
ter the example af Mooteram. With what credit 
could he pretend to return again to the factory 
where he muſt have appeared ſo contemptible an 
of ſo little conſequence, that even thoſe placed un- 
der him, durſt not come near him for Kar of his 
lordſhip's diſpleaſure. From the tenor of the pro- 
ceeding of the noble preſident and his ſelect com- 
mittee, Mr. Johnſtone could not but confider them 
_ a$ his avowed enemies, and he reſolved to continue 
no longer in the ſervice, while they uſurped the 

whole power into their own hands. 
The imputations of lord Clive, and his paſſive 
committee, againſt Mr, Vanfittart's adminiſtration, 
might with more juſtice be retorted upon his lord- 
ſhip's government; it was a ſeries of tranſactions, 
Equally prejudicial to the company's intereſt and to 
the national character; all his civil and military res 
gulations ſeemed to demonſtrate” that his govern- 
ment was ſmeared with corruption, that principles 
of rapacity and oppreſſion influenced their delibe- 
rations, and that every ſpark of ſentiment and pub- 
n the unbound 


lie ſpirit was loſt and extinguiſhed i 


ed Juſt of unmerited wealth, 7 

From the very time his lordſhip received the firſt 

_ advices at Fort St. George, of the Demiſe of Meer 

ow and of Sujah Dowlah's defeat, he took upon 

Himſelf to arraign the authors of the definitive mea- 

dur that had been taken in reſpeRt tothe peace; 
| an 
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pnd filling the vacancy in the nizamut before his ar⸗ 
nval, which the council of Calcutta did not think 
proper to wait ſor. Indeed, his lordſhip's hopes of 
providing for his friends was fuſtrated, when he 
heard that a treaty had been drawn up by the board, 
with a few additions to that concluded with Mcer 
Jaffier; and 2 deputation appointed to raiſe the 
natural ſon of the deceaſed nabob to the ſubah- 
dary, in prejullice to the claim of the grandſon, and 
the noble lord could not approve of à reſolution 
dramatically oppoſite to his aſpiring views; Miran's 
ſon being a "minor, this circumſtanee alone would 
have naturally brought the whole adminiſtration 
into his hands, as he was reſolved to” realize that 
ſhadow and influence, which he would not even 
allow to a nominal nabob. The company's inte- 
reſt were to be ſacrificed to the pretended reformers,” 
that they might revel in the ſpoils of treaſures, be- 
fore WnpyEnted aud aſter warde , totally- annihH 
lated. . 

The young bor laing cequuiayid with the G. 
rh of ſord Clive and the gentlemen of bis 
committee, a few days after his lordſhip's atrival, 
paid him a viſit, in bieh the noble preſident made 
his excellency oſtentatious promiles of protection 
and ſupport, provided he made better complaints 
againſt the goveriment of thoſe who had preceeded 
him in] the prefidency and council, that he might 
evince the neceſſity of a reformation, and prevail 
on the company to give him carta-blanche, In 
conſequence of thoſe inſinuations, the nabob pro- 
duced a liſt of inſults and indignities he had been 
expoſed to, and eomplained of the embezzlement of 
fear 29 lacks of rupees iſſued from his treaſury, for 


pur> 


Ca. 


ſes. * e the late PP OY 
his produced the. defired enquiry; in conſequence 
of which Mahomed: Reza Cawn and the Naib? Sulab, 


were then called [+4 pon to account for the large dic, 
t 


burſement from the treaſury. Lord Clive having 
8 menaces extorted the evidence anſwerable to his 


purpoſe, repreſented in a letter to the court of di- 


rectors, that the immenſe ſum of ſeventeen lacks, 
had been contributions levied on the weakneſs of 
the government, and violently exacted from the de- 
bo, ſtate and timid diſpoſition of the miniſter, 
The charge was ſtrongly: denied by the accuſed, 
who boldly. arraigned, the conduct and denied the 
powers of the ſelect committee, as candour and de: 
cency required the truth of a a charge brought 
againſt any of the n members. thould ae, 
ed by the board. 

"Mr. Johnſton aſſerted, that no proofs. could. be 
produced of menaces being uſed. to obtain a ſum 
of money from Ugg gatſeat; and accuſed the noble 


prefident and his committee of having obtained 


this evidence by military force and terrors. Lord 
_ Clive himſelf did not approve the covenants for pre- 
venting the «buſe.'of the eutomary, indulgence tq 


receive preſents,. 


By re- calling bee merchants.and o other Europeans, 
who were permitted to reſide up the country, in 
all che different parts of the paboh's dominions, the 


buſineſs: of the company's ſervants ſuffered conſide- 


 rably,. from their being obliged to employ. black 


agents on many affairs that demanded the vigour and 
activity of Europeans. Hence many perſons a 
oats: were en the means ks ieee 


. 
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to the eſtabliſhment of factories ia His domini g 5, 
which he confidered as laying the foundation of 


future rupture, and the only thing that could poſſi- 


bly renew hoſtilicies, ' very juſtly obſerved, that the 
encroachments of the company in Bengal, the 
great abuſe of the company's ſervants, and k 
extraordinary extenſion of the privileges originalh 
granted to the Engliſh, ' had been productive o 
much confuſion and bloodſhed in Bengal, and he 
feared might produce ſimilar confequences in his 
country; Jord Clive and general Carnac judged it 
adviſeable to omit the word factories in the 0 


but without relinquiſhing the pretended right, 


ſhould it be found expedient” to enfotce it. as 
Notwithſtanding his tordſhip boaſted of his pa- 
ciic meaſures, as rhe moſt conducive to the per- 
manent welfare and proſperity of the POT he 

doubted whether remaining as merchants ſubjeted 
to the juriſdiction of the country government, or 
the ſupporting their uſurped privileges and poſſel» 
fions by the ſword, were likely to prove more be- 
neficial to the company, and feemed inclined to 
keep in awe the neighbouring princes by a formi- 


dable military eftabliſhment.” All, faid he, muſt 


belong to the company or the na bob, and we leave 
you to judge, which alternative is the moſt deſira- 


ble and the moſt expedient in the preſent circum- 
ſtance of affairs. Thus all notions of right. and 
wrong are confounded, and juſtice ſacrificed to con- 


veniency. 


To ſecure the company's poſſeſſions they requi- 


red {ix hundred "recruits to be ſent out angually, 
Viz, five hundred infantry, ſixty artillery, twenty 


cavalry 
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number were to be added. thirty volunteers 
nd officers, and fix or ſeven gentlemen from the 
academy at Woolwich for. artillery officers ; this 
being a. ſervice that ſuffers extremely, for want of 
i ons property inſtructed to conduct it: fince no 


8 


acer who knows the benefit of the infantry ſervice 
here, will chuſe to 705 it for any advantage the 
artillery will afford, they requeſted 4000 ſtands of 
Lord Clire and the gentlemen. of the ſecret 
committee, in the letters to the directors, paſſed 
mutual compliments on each. other, on the interior 


| but and the military regulations introduced into 
ne 


Bengal provigces. They extolled the good 
effects of regimenting the company's troops, of 
their ns ip e, ſubordination, and the economy 
with which all this grand ſyſtem of reformation was 
carried on. They praiſed to the ſkies general 
Carnac's extraordinary merit, who ſhould have ap- 
peared ſtill more conſpicuous, had he been aſſiſted 

field offices, and not thwarted. by the late go- 


o 1 
: 


yernors and councils. . _. 1 


In regard to the ſmall arms, the bad quality of 


them had in general expoſed the company's poſſeſ- 


ons to the greateſt riſk and danger. The locks 


Here ill finiſhed, and the metal ſo badly tempered, 


a$ not to ſtand the heat of the ſun, in that climate. 
The company purchaſed the ſmall arms at the rate 
of eighteen. bling per firelock, while govern- 


ment paid twenty-ſeven to the petſons who fur- 


niſhed them. The caſting. of ſhot. and ſhells in 


India, is an object of great importance, and they 
mould always employ fix perſons well verſcd Lin 


* — 


7) 
iis buſigefs;" The illicit importation of finall an 
to the India ſettlements, and particularly in Bens 
gal, has of late years, become à profitable branch 
of trade with the European captains, as well as 
that of furniſhing the natives with ammunition. 
They clude the ſearches of the erg officers, 
by ending round ſmall veſſels to meer them ar ſe 
1 certain latitudes, or to Teneriff, or St. Jago, our 
of the teach of their inquiries, The continuation 
of ſuch practices may prove fatal to the company's 
pofſefions, who ſhould take every my in theit 
ower'to. F. 350 hom ef all a e 8 
Upon Mr. Johnſton's reſigniog the company's. 
fervice; Mr Verelſt was N fuperviſor in 
the collection of revenues ; his diligence and atten- 
tion to this great object, could not fail of being 
cornmended by his as Ne tried to 


tart's government. * K inna bt 


' Indeed, circumſtances were now widely different 
from what they were a few years ſince, when the 
company Wale their hole attention to com- 
merce, and were happy in being able to complete 
their inveſtments without" inſult, or exaction from 
the country government, No they are beco 
ſoyereigns of à rich and potent kingdom ; ch. 
ſucceſs is beheld with jealouſy by the other Eur» 
pean powers, who maintain fertlemenits in Indig, 
and their intereſts are ſo extended, fo complicay 
and ſo connected with thoſe of the ſeveral furroy 
ing powers, as to form a nice agd diffigylt f 
of politics; the conduct of which has been too gf- 
ten committed into the hands af raſb, inexperi 
ced and ignorant young men, who had neither di 
Vor. III. 3 cte- 
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jon, judgment or ſteadineſs. for preſerving ti 
immenſe fabric in its ſplendor and proſperity, , 1 
As lord Clive and the ſecret committee, were de- 


termined, to ſecurs the whole power they had en- 


grofſed to themſelves, they oppoſed. with all theic 


might the orders of the directors for enlarging the 

ounci] from twelve to fixteen members, under pre- 
Face char Thi Increaſe in the number of the board 
would be productive of further, inconyeniencies, 

nd prove very detrimental to the company's inte- 
eſt, they deciared it to be their firm opinion found- 
ed on experience, that the buſineſs of the Bengal 
government could never be ſo ne ally apducted 
as by a ſelect unanimous committee, 


| | That by di- 
viding the power into many bands, their authority 
ſhould be weakened, in depriving their meaſures of 
that ſecrecy neceflary to the accompliſtmenr of cheir 
private ſpeculations ; they excluded from the coun- 


dil, a number of perſons who had a juſt claim to that 


romotion- by their ſervices and ſeniority, and ap- 


* © » 


inted junior ſeryants, whom they recommended 
to the coutt of dür cker 35 proper perſons to fl 


| Vacancies, merely, becauſe they were. wholly devot- 


ed to his lordſhip and the committee, There was 
indeed, no other form of government ſo well adapt - 


ed, and ſo perfectly congenial to che ſyſtem of op- 


preflion and monopoly, theſe gentlemen intended 
to eſtabliſh. When they apprehended ſome inconve- 
niencies from a compliance with the inſtructions of 
the directors, they took, upon themſelves to ſuſpend 
and even to revoke their orders... 
"The poſt of refident. at the Durbat, being an 
employment of conſequence ſince the grant of the 
Pewanues, Mic. Sykes was appolated to the Dupba; 
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& v-panſennan whdſe views and principles agreed? 
perfectly y wich his lordſhip's adminiſtration. _ 
As long as ambition and avarice ſhall be the 
— — of the company's ſervants, 
whoſe ſenſe of honour and duty to their employers 
are eſtranged by the too eager purſvit of their own 
immediate advantage, the ſudden, and among 
many, the unwarrantable acquifition of riches, 
will countenance luxury i in every ſhape, and in its 


moſt pernicious exceſs, © Theſe two enormous evils 


have infefted almoſt every member of each depart- 


ment through” the whole preſidency of Bengal ; 
every inferior grafps at wealth, that he might af. 
ſume that ſpirit of profufton, Which is the only 

diſtinction between him and his ſuperior. Thus all 
diſtinction has ceaſed, and every rank became in a 
manner upon an equality. In a country where 
money is plenty, it is no wonder that corruption 
ſhould find its way to a ſpot ſo well prepared to 
receive it, It is no wonder, that the luſt of riches 
ſhould readily embrace the preferred means of its 


gratification, or that the inſtruments of power, 


ſhould proceed even to extortion in theſe caſes 
where ſimple corruption could not keep pace with 
their rapacity. Exemples of this fort ſet by ſupe- 
riors, could not fail of being followed in a propor- 
tionable degree by 'inferiors ; the evil was conta- 
gious and ſpread among the civil and military, 
down 10 the writer, the enſign, and the free mex. 
The large ſums of money acquired by donation, 
were ſo publicly known and vindicated, that eve 
one thought. he had a right to enrich himſelf at #4 


vrents, with as much expedition as poſſible ; the 
mono: 


Tl 
monopolies were another fund of immenſe profits 
to ſuch of the: company's ſervants as were permit- 
"ted. to enjoy a ſnare in them, 'w while not & ropes of 
advantage accrued tothe government, and very little 
tb the company from the inland trade. - Had not 
theſe various ſources of wealth been lately diſcover. 
ed, the aſtoniſhment to find indiyiduals ſo ſuddenly 
enriched, ſhould not have yet ceaſed ; there way 
ſcarce a gentleman in the Bengal ſettlement, who 
8 ns vory hon pid for i retur 
England * Muence ;- from hence atoſe that 
2 irit of independency, which in & manner ſec all 
orders of the directors at defiance, and dictar. 
ed à total contempt of chem, as often as obedience 
was found incompatible with private intereſt, a 
"great part of the revenues of the country, amounts 
ing to near four millions"fterling per annum, was 
Shiefly divided among the company's ſervants, 
d accounts for the www "nega of their 
nes. £ 

Theſe exceſſes were not nend 16 the eivil 40 
vants alone, the military departments bad aifo 
caught the infection, and riches; the bane of diſei 
pline were daily promoting the ruin of the army; 
an independent fortune was the certain proſpect 
ef a field officer. If too rapid a fortune acquired 
by thoſe, from whom the company expect the ſtudy 
of commerce and policy, is detrĩi mental to their ci- 
vil concerns, how effe&ually deſtruſti ve muſt that 
evil prove to their military operations, © Youths are 
Either juſt ſent out from-the academy, and often 
without even the elements of- education, to hom 

gommiſſions have been granted; ſurely, the 
in A right to an independent e beate 


L 


they have raifed by meric to @ ſuperior command. 
yet theſe raw and unexperienced officers, have bceg 
ſuffered without: controul, to take poſſeſſion fog 
themſelves of the whole, booty, eats Hf te 
and plunder, on the capture A City, This hap- 
pened at Banaras; every ſtate muſt be near its pe+ 
riod, when the rage of larury and corruption has 
ſeized. upon its leaders. Can trade be encouraged 
for public benefit, where the management unfors 
tunately devolyves upon thoſe who make. private iny 
tereſt their rule of action ? has ſudden. affluence 
ever failed, from the infancy of military diſciplige, 
to the preſent perfection of it, to corrupt the prin- 
ciple, and deſtroy the ſpirit of an army? indey 
pendeney of fortune is abvays averſe to thoſe du- 
ties of {ubordination, which are from 
the duties of a ſoldier;; and in India, if the acqui- 
fition, be ſudden, a relaxation of diſcipline i is im 
mediately the conſequence. We do not mean, by 
_ obſervations to exclude riches from the mili- 
ary : honour alone is ſcarcely a ſufficient, reward 
* toils and dangers of the field: but the ac- 
quiſition of wealth —— to be ſo gradual, as to 
admit not a praſpect pleating it, til! ſucceſ- 
fiog by merit, to the rank of a field officer, api 
_ laid a ws 2 oe the; rl. 


1 1 
kreaſed the military eſtabliſnment; and the adds of 
oppreſſion and innumerable abuſes, Which would 

ve been committed, and which could neither 
have been prevented nor remedied, at the diſtance 
of yoo miles from the preſideney, muſt infallibly 
dave laid the foundation of another war, deſtruc- 
tive and unſuceſsful : the old privileges and poſſeſ- 
fons of the company would have been endangered 
by every ſupply they might have been tempred to 

rd in ſupport of the ne-: and the natives muſt 
have finally triumphed'in their inabilltyiby' ſupport 
the weight of their unboundedambition, 

- His lordſhip in a letter to the directors, dated 
Calcutta, September 3oth, 1765; notwithſtanding 
all the arts of ſophiſtry, indicated a determination 
to aboliſn the powers of the council, in order to 

ſway without controul, as the fᷣ&V members of the 
ſecret committee were entitely at his devotion, 
Five gevtlemen, ſaid he, well verſed in the com- 
per y's true intereſt," of abilities to plan, and reſo» 
to execute; gentlemen whoſe fortunes are 
 Honovurably approaching to affluence, and whoſe in» 
tegrity has never ſuffered them to exceed the bounds 
of moderation : 4 ſelect committee compoſed of 
men, will tranſa&- more buſineſs i in a _ 
than the council can in a month, | 
ln my opinion, it is the duty of the.council to 
— the power of the preſident appear as exten, 
Gve as poſſible in the eyes of the people; that all 
correſpondence with the country princes, 'ſhould be 
carried through him alone, that the council ſhould 
vpon all occaſions be unanimous; the dignity of his 
ration, and that he ought to be confidered among 


1 the ſole manager W 
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This. was the ſort of governmenſ 
[bolt wi wiſhed to eſtabliſh in Bengal. He 10 
menced the vahappy change, which within a fe 
ks had ariſen in che manner and conduct of tho 
7 1 's ſexvaats in that preſidency, When himſelf 
had been the, ficlt .cauſe of the reyolutions which 
happened, in conſequence of Meer, Jaſfier's eleva - 
tion to the milqud, and which were productive of 
e af rapaciouſnels and corruption, which 
evade aſterwards in theſe Profen. He pro» 

poſed to appoint five or fix gentlemen 5 
aſs, members of the council at Calcutta, as the 
conduct of the geatlemen upon that eſtabliſnment 
is general unacceptionable, and the examples 
of their regularity, diſcretion, and moderation, 
would be a means of reſtoring Bengal to good or- 
der and government. This icheme, which aſter- 
wards took. place, was to exclude from the couns 
eil ſeveral members, who ſtrenyouſly opppſed his 
lordſhip's arbitrary. meaſures and innovations, and 


could not approye of his pernicious plan of. refory 


mation 

The ſources of tyranny and oppreſſion, which 
bake. been opened oy European agents, acting. un- 
der the authority of the company's, ſervants, and 
the numberleſs black agents and. cheir ſubſtitutes, 
will be a laſting reproach. to the Engliſh. name in 
Bengal. It is impoſſible to enumerate the grie- 
'vances of the unfortunate inhabitants; inſtead of 
ſecuring the confidence of the natives, theꝝ have 
been frightened, with a, rod of iron, Ambition, 
ſucceſs, and luxury, have ſormedl a ſyſtem of pa- 
liics, at the Ke of, Engliſh, 
company's fal d. even of commengultice a 
a huma, 
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 Ragliſh/ company, and the 


< The committee of fecre need to enquire 


_confidering'it't5'one of the mofl importan 
Nate ef judieature 
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Foreign nations have 


= loukes of the commercial fuperio bong og 
plaints have been frequently made from both 


and Dutchfaftorics ; that the dread of ihs 
—— added to the [ent of the 
ſervants at different a had de- 


| weavers from e with their uſual 
cored th demands; and foo or later natio- 
nal-remenſtrances will be mide on 


that ſubſet, 
Perhips one half of the trade being reſerved to the 
livided between 
the Freneh, Dutch and Danes, in ſuch proportion, 
as might be fettled between rhei teſpeQtive com- 
miffartes, — adjuft 5 to the mutual 

alt parties. , a3 every nation 
which trades o * Eaſt maler conftantly brings 
out fiiver-for the putchaſe of 'merchandize in re- 


_rurn;, and as the Engliſh company's revenues will 
for the ſuture enable them to ehe all their in- 


veſtments, without any remittance from England, 
it ſeems that they ſhould, de Fiore 
encourage the trade of others, in order on, 1 
— — fupplied by them with bullion, to 
replace the quantity the Engliſh ſhatl annuallyf fend 
to Ching, or to any other part of the world. 


into the adminiſtration of Jute in Nase; joe 

t obſe 
to report to the houſe the 

in that bing fe as the neceffary 


pg — eſtabliſhin 4 regulations 
— 2 — ice” have confi- 


new — 2 ration of J dos introduced 


of their commiffon, to 


em: 


- df Fo | a. Py uw —_ - ov «a ——_—_ —— 


f * 
vy the lnfivence er authority of the con : 
pany, or their ſetvants. 
In examining into the ancient conſtitution off 
judicature in Bengal, during thevigour of the Mogul 
vernment; the committee chiefly enquired into 
the following points. The names and diſtinctions- 
of the ſeveral courts ; the Judges in each; the 
Jaws and rules by which they decided; under 
what controul of appeal they lay; under what in- 


fivence by the power of the government; and 
laftly, Und put ot corruption that prevailed for the: 
adminiſtrariori of juſtice in theſe cours. 
From the general account given by the ; 
men examined before them; and alfo, from that 
contained in the books and correſpondence of the- 
| company, according to the ancient conſtitution of 
Bengal, the adminiſtration of juſtice; both in the 
capital and feverat diſtricts, was diſtributed into 
different branches of judicature, for the exetciſe of 
criminal, civil, * religious, and revenue «nee gt 
diction, © 
The erimingl court in every diſtrict, was. 
rally known by- the name of Phooſdary 3 the . 
mindar ot of the diſtrict was the judge in this 
court; his ichen extended to all criminal 
caſes; but ih ſuch as were of a capital nature, the 
ſentence was not to be executed umil-a report of 
the caſe was made to the at Murſhada- - 
bad, and their orders received upon irc The pro- 
ceedings in this court were ſummary 4 the moſt fte · 
quent mode of Ne RY whete the 
accuſed was a man of was by fine; md 
Wn, fine impoſed by the authority of the court 
On rquiſite of tho æemindar himſelf, by virtus 
Ver. II. ä 9 F of 
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ture at the capital: but 


p AR err e 1 the gow of 


Te? 
s 480ure of the lands ; the natural effects 


this circumſtance, upon the ſait adminiſtration 0 


drimigal juſtice. appear to have been ſeverely felt, 
uader the ancient. conſtitution of Bengal. | 


The court of. civil juriſdiction in every diſtrict, 
Was gebetally 1 —.— by che name of, Adawlat : 
the zemindar or tajab of the province was the, judge 
alſo in his court; it's judicature extended to all 
| cauſes between party and party : the judge, as 
perquiſite of his office, was entitlec to a ſhare of 


whatever was recovered in his court, which amoun- 
ted to a fourth or fifth of the whole value. 
It appears, that this extraordinary circumſtance 


in the coaſtitution of t judicature,: greatly af- 
_ Fefted the coakidence of the people in its Juſtice ; 

that parties was very. reluctant 10 reſort to this tri 
cbunal, and that hencę it has bern a long prevailing 
practice in Bengal, to refer matters of ehe 


10 arhitrators, choſen by the parties, 
It appeats, that theſe Judicatures were hot guided 


: by any regular ſyſtem of law ; that the khoran was 
| 1555 only code, and its comment tors the only. av- 


rities allowed in that country t that where theſe 


; afforded. no rule of deciſion, 1 cuſtoms and vſage 
oel the country, if applicable to the caſe, were 
: ide proper guide; but chat the rules derived from 


e ſources, were in general very looſe. and urcer- 
ee that the neceſſary conſequence of jo in- 
periect a ſyſtem. of law, . — the, exerciſe of 


_ .criminal and civil judicature. in Bengal, in 2 great 
_ meaſure, diſcretionary. The | right of appeal lay 


from the provincial courts to thoſe of che tame na- 
powers of government 


jijliice; 


b 
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jaſtice, the» general courſe of application for re 


dreſs againſt an 33 of the court of juf-1 
rice, was to the power of the government, eſ- 
pecially- where the party found himitlt in a ſituation 
to expect its favour and protection; and the go- 
vernment upon ſuch occaſions, not only exerciſed a 
diſctetionary power over the proceedings of the 
courts,” but frequently gave ſuch remedy, or in- 
flictecl ſuch putithment as they, thought proper, 
without the interpoſition of any judicature. It ap- 
pears, that the want of ſabordinate juriſdictions in 
different parts of the zemindary diſtricts, was at- 
tended with much hardſhip to the lower claſs of 
people; that ſuch of them only as lived in the. 
neighbourhood of the ſeat of judicature, could 


have accels to theſe tribunals ; and- that even to, 


theſe, che expences attending ſuits in the courts, 
were almoſt an emtire — hg of the poſſibility, 
of obtaining Juſtice by aw. That om the other 
hand, the principal perſons in the ſeveral diſtricts 
could ſeldom be brought under the authority of 
the courts, and vhea they ſubmitted to them, were 
able to defeat their juſtice by e of their in · 
fluence: with govetuwent. dy e rer 
The administration of zuſtice ing the vigour 
of the ancient cunſſitution, was liable to great a- 
buſe and oppreſſion; the judges generally lay un- 
der the influence of intereſt, and often under that 
of corruption 3 and the interpoſition of govern- 
ment from the motives of favour or diſpleaſure, 
was another frequent cauſe of «he. «phone of 
Joltighs an. ern y el n fv 
One . ths. — dare W 
ly tended \tO-EACOUFAge. the abuſe of this judicature 
in iheſe courts,  8ppFars to haye been the want of 
3 "FF 
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4 —— of their 1 ſo that 
could not exiſt the gere . — of 
their proceedings to be t hone pet of. dene by 
any ſuperior authority. 
| "RO —_— region peer ts bare been 
( courſe of judica- 
ture ; NT — of — nature were not 3 
the judgment or diſeretion of the temporal j 
in every ſuch caſe, the * gps whom — 
tion depended, was to call in the affiſtance 
of the cazee of — and eyen to ſubmit to 
— 7 in the deciſion — cauſe: the 
Gentoo ſubjects enj a fimilar priv with 
reſpect to oy 2 — 
Perſons of that perſuaſton were parties; for that in 
| ſuch caſe, it was necoſſary, that the tempo- 
| judge ſhould be aſſiſted by a bramin of the 
— particularly where the cauſe was of ſuch 
5 wo as mig t be attended e forfeinure 
All caſes roſpoting hd ene We bn of 
_ the lands, were under the es of a peculiar 
court in every diſtric; formerly the 'zemindar, or 
rajah held the a0 5 ef this: judicatute alſo; 
but for ſome the sccquißtion of the 
dewannee, th "furifdiQion of the zemindar has 
e into diſuſe; and has ſince been exerciſed by 
| ſho ia Doan, © appointed in every diſtrict by 
} the princi | Dvan at Murſhadabad ; this officer 
decided in all cauſes of revenue; but appeal 3 
his decifion to the pr incipal Duan.” ae 
With feipes to the courts eſtabliſhed at pr ca- 
pal” by the ancient conſtitption of the Bengal 
Province. The nazim as ſupreme magiſtrate pre- 
Hides perſonally in the trials of capital 3 


| ' ff 6%; ] 
and holds a court every Sunday d crimes not 

tal are tried before the Phouſdar, but reported. 2 
the nazim for his judgment and ſentence. ka 

The Doan is the proper judge of all cauſes of 
property, except thoſe which reſpect land and _inbe- 
ritance and alſo: enn quarrels, frays 
and ahuſive names. 

The cazee is the judge in all en of inheri- 
tance Qs ſucceſſion, Müde by. the Mufti, who is 
the expounder of the law; and alfa by the Mote ſib, 
a magiſtrate m hoſe immediate duiy is to ſuperin- 
_ the weights and.meaſures and other matters 

of police ; the manner of proceeding in the cazec's 
court is, that after hearing the cauſe, the Mufti 
writes the law applicable to it, and the cazee pro- 
nounces judgment accordingly ; unleſs he, or the 
Moteſib diſapproves of the law; in which caſe, the 
cauſe is referred to the naaim, who ſummons the 

general aſſembly, conſiſting of the yet Fg 
— and all the learned in the law 
meet and decide upon itz which deciſion i — . 

Such appears to have been the ſyſtem of Judica- 
fur eſtabliſhed by the ancient conſtitution of Ben- 
gal; the ſubjects of the mogul empire in that pro- 
vince derived little protection or — from any 
of theſe coutts; and in general, though forms af 

judieature wore eſtabliſhed and — ws þ the def- 
potic principles of the government rendered them 
the inſtruments of power rather than of juſtice; not 
only unavailing to protect the people, — — 
means of the maſt grievous, oppreſſions, under. the 
weak of this judicial character. 

As to the manner in which the Engliſh company, 
0 its ee . e during the ancient 
nns | govern- 


government, to compel payment of their debts from 
any” of the natives not reſiding under the Britiſh 
8555 where the debtor was a', perſon” dependent or 

onnected with the company in the coui ſe of com- 
merce, and reſicing (as theſe perſons generally 
did) in the neigbbourhood of any of -the-company's 
ſettlements, the general practice was to lay hold of 


his perſon by their own authority, without apply- 
ing to any court, or officer of the government : they 
ſometimes ventured to exerciſe! the ſame right, 
even 5 where the debtor: did not fall under that de- 
Teription „but this was an abuſe, though generally 
bverlooked by the government. In the former 
daſe, the government tacitly allowed and counte. 
nanced the practice of ſeizing and detaining the 
debtor, being inclined to give all poſſible encou- 
ragement to the Europeans, from whoſe commerce 
their country then derived ſuch conſiderable advan- 
rages.” In cafes where it was not thought prudent 
to proceed in this manner, the only remedy Was 
by application to goverument: but there uas ſel 
dom occaſion to make uſe nee theſe ways to 
compel payment of any debt to the company, or 
Eo gta ney ve the perſons dealing wary 
reaped ſo much benefit from that connection, that 
there ſeldom aroſe any diſpute between them. 
The French and Dutch exerciſed the ſame pri- 
'vilege of ſeizing their debtors, and even continued 
the practice after the company's acquiſition of the 
Dewannee. This practice having been ſince prohi- 
bited by the noble preſident and council, the 
French in very ſtrong terms temonſtrated againſt 
this order, as a violation of a right which they had 
Aways held and exerciſed under the country go- 


vernment ; 
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benennt but the prefident and council 
this pretenſion, and inſiſted that the French — * 
| have recourſe: to the courts of juſtice to 2 
payment of their debts; but this "diſpute has 
deen brought to a conchiionsi, n 
With reſpect to the 3 the ancient ſtate 
8 of judicature-in Bengal has undergone fince the de- 
cline of the mogul government, and the introduc- 
tion of the company's influence in Bengal, during 
the fitſt period of Meer. Jaffier's government, al- 
though he had been raiſed to the nabobſhip by the 
power and influence of lord Clive; the adminiſtra» 
tion of juſtice continued in its former courſe, with 
_ little interruption or alteration from that La an 
which had made the revolution. During the 
verument of Coſim Ally Kawa, the Engliſh in- 
fluence began to operate, not only in conſequence 
of the revolution itſelf, accompliſhed. by their pow- 
er, but becauſe from that time, many Engliſh, with 
or without the conſent of the precedency, diſper - 
ſed themſelves over the country, and engaged in 
its interior commerce, which often led them to in- 
terfete with the judicature and government of the 
country; beſides Coſſim's attention was ſo much 
turned to the increaſe; of his revenue, that he gave 
very lictle regard to the adminiſtration of juſtice, or 
to the maintenance of that part of his authority 
againſt, the encroachments of the Engliſh. ſubjects 
reſiding in-his/territories, farther than was neceſſa- 
ry for ſecuring; the collection of his revenues. 
The third revolution made by the Engliſh, in 
reſtoriag Meer Jaffict,. neceſſarily added to their 
power and influence in the whole adminiſtration of 
n in Bengal, and of courſe reader 


ed. the 
admi - 
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Bengal, on its preſenting footing, the 
denyans of the Englich company's ſervants, — 
ever they reſide, entirely govern the courts of Judis 
_ cature,. and chey even -frequently-fit as judges in 
theſe courts. + In 1%, the members of the com- 
Pany council, {at at Patna, alternately in the re. 
Bat though theſe ſucceſſive revolutions accom- 
pliſhed by the Engliſh power in Bengal, neceſſarily 
rendered their influence very operative in the af. 
fairs of the government, and although the gomaſtahs 
of the ſervants of the company frequently aſſumed 
to. themſelves. the exerciſe of judicature; yet, it 
does not appear, that any alteration in the legal con- 

uation of the judicature of the country was made 
before the acquiſition of the Dewannce. Ever 
— fome —— made and a — 
ty ot regulations propoſed, reſpecting the adminiſ· 
tration oi juſtice z but the effect has appeared in 
the moſt enormous abuſes; and the moſt unwar- 
rantable acts of arbitrary As the reſidentz 
at the durbar poſſeſſed very entenſive authority, 

qu * r 7 RO IRS HE, 5 * 

The . ors had recommended to the 

ſelect committee at Bengal, to endeavour to intro - 


to the ſpicit of the laws of England particularly © 
to endeavour; to abolith- the power of ſeizing the 
effects of thoſe who die without children; and to 
introduce the right of bequeathing by will ; refer- 
ring to their judgment, how far this could be done, 
conſiſtent with the claims of the rajahs and land- 
holders, and the eſtabliſhed cuſtom of the country. - 
ln a letter, dated Auguſt 1970, from the ſuper- 
viſor at Nattore, to the reſident at the .durbar, an 
account is given of the trial of a woman before the 
criminal court at Bhittareah, attended by the pe 
per officers of the Mahometan and Gentoo re ign- 
ons, upon a charge of the murder of a woman, and 
the deſtruction of a child with which ſhe was preg- 
nant, by giving her medicines to procure an abor- 
tion, and uſing the moſt barbarous means in ex- 
tracting the fostus. This trial was held publickly 
in the ſuperviſor's preſence ; the fact was clearly 
proved by different witneſſes upon oath, and the 
court deemed her deſerving capital puniſhment ; 
but they heſitated to pronounce. that ſentence; from 
a ſcrupulous regard to the ſtrictneſs of the Maho- 
metan law, which requires the atteſtation: of a cer- 
tain number of eye witneſſes, and thoſe of the 
Muſſulmen faith, to ſanctify a ſentence of death, 
even for murder, and with the cleareſt evidence of 
the fact. It therefore. reſts (continues the letter) 
with you and the miniſſer of the nabob, to deter- 
mine whether or not, it may be allowable to ſer aſide 
thoſe obſtacles to the execution of a puniſhment, 
which is forbidden only by a, religious partiality, 
incompatible with. an 80d the; aaxghe laws of 
ſociety. 7 2 


Vd. „ e Ny, 
% — „ 9 2 : 5 N w * BD, : \'B7 7 


ED L 4 
© "The inſtructions of the prefident and council of 
13. tommunicated by the reſident at the 
dlardar, to che pet Viſorv of the ſeveral diſtricts, af 
Ter obſervißg the of corruption to which the 
cobres of fecticature were degenerated, und par- 
ricularly -t e anlehtev bs conſequences" of allowin 
arbitrary nes, n — . — þ direc 
the. ſuperviſors, to check every ſuch compoſition, 
and in wetter or frorerc to fecommehd arbitra- 
tion as mch as poflible,' and to ipculente into the 
Annds f the pes "Heir only object 510 
ide för their felief and happineſs. That in 
capital Safes, the ſeitenee ſuodld be referred to the 
Tehdebe ac the urbar, und by him to the miniſter, 
10 br mitigate it, uccording to the nature 
"of the aſe. That chey THould'eftaBlith regiſters 
er uff esufes anck determinations to be lodged in the 
pal cuteberry of che province, and that an 
AKathehticgted copy be tramtmitted to Murthads- 
Bad. That they endeavour te reform all the cor- 
jv peo whe Have” encroathed on the primitive 
- Fights of 'the Mahometans and Hindoos, particu- 
"ly in refpect of the arbitrary 
That alt perſons vlafming aby jodieial or religious 
-AtHority, odd de Moitwenle d to produce their 
Junnuds, and that regiſters of "theſe ſunuds ſhould 
bs kept, in örder to prevent any for exerelſing 2 
ö — * becauſe à hcrative function, Who is not 
inced"by*Foveriimenr, if a Mahormeran, or e- 
lected by his caſt of a Hideo. That the forfei- 
tute df % caſt mond never be infficted vn any cle 
bot by ſentente of the bramün, in 2 regular pro 
| Ba and upon clear proof of the offence ?*but is 
policy * . 
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itions of fines. 
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vided, that where-a Hindoo bas legally. forfeited. 
his caſt, he cannot be reſtored to it, without the. 
ſanction of the government; that this principle 
ſnould be kept up, as a direct aſlertion of the fub. 
ordination of the Hindoos, who are 9 conſide- 
rable majority of the ſubjects. BE. 3 

The court of directors alſo ſent orders to theſe | 

commiſſioners, that they ſhould! make ſtrict and 
ſpeedy: enquiry. into the proceedings of the courts = 
of juſtice — gr their ſettlements, and that ii 
any extraordinary powers had interſered to inter- 
tupt the courſe and adminiſtration of juſtice, they 
ſhould without delay correct all ſuch abuſes; and 
that if they ſhould find the eſtabliſhed courts fo 
imperfectly conſtituted, as not to be adequate to 
the right adminĩſtration of juſtice, they thould ap- 
ply to the government, and obtain firmauns for e- 
recting ſuch new judicatures as ſhould a ppear moſt 
adequate to that purpoſe. - 

Theſe commiſſioners accordingly aſſumed and 
exerciſed the right of ſuperintending and reviewi 
the — of the courts of juſtice in their ſe 
veral diſtticts, where any caſe of difficulty or pecu- 
lar importance occurred, they reported a ſtate of 
the proceedings to the refident at Murſhadabad, in 
order, that he might lay it before the government, 
and return ſuch orders as the nabob or his miniſters 
with his approbation ſhould direct. This practice 
accordingly has prevailed throughout Bengal, and 
appears to be the ſtrongeſt evidence of the abſolute 
ſway, and controul to which the whole adminiſtra- 
tion of government, and particularly the courts of 
juſtice, have ſubmitted ſince the company's acceſſion 


12 1 Appeals were 3 ms 
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from the two oourts at Dacca to the refiderit at the 
durbar, who made proper enquiry into, and decid- 
& ultimately the cauſes ſo brought before him. 

- Mahomed Reza Kawn having been joined by 
the gentleman appointed to refide at Murſhadabad 
as a council of controul, the preſident and council 
reſolved; that the council of conttoul ſnhould inter- 
| Pole as there ſhould be occaſion; and that every 
tranſaction relative to the government ſhould: vlti- 
mately come before them; in all criminal caſes 
through the provinces, the trial was tranſmitted to 
them for their approbation, before the ſentence 
was executed. Iwo courts were eſtabliſhed by the 
council of controul, conſiſting of all the members 
of the council, to reviſe the proceedings of the 
country courts, and finally to determine thereon. 
One of the greateſt grievances in the adminiſtra- 
tion of juſtice, was the venality and oppreſſion of 
the Cazees, who ſince the company's acceſſion, had 
invented a variety of new taxes upon the ryotts and 
eſtabliſhed a mode of compromiſe for criminal ol. 
fences. > :; 4 5 | | 
The Cazees were directed never to demand ary 
compoſition for crimes; that the rate of their fees 
be ſtuck up, atteſted by the zemindar on the wall 
of the cutchery in the Perſian and Bengal lan- 
guages, That the Peon apprehending a priſoner | 
ſhall not take above two annas per day, beſides vic- 
tuals; and that where the perſon can give good 
ſecurity for his appearance, they ſhould not keep 
Peons upon his perſon. That if any Engliſh Go- 
maſtah takes upon him to ſend peons and detain 
priſoners, or any inferior officers exerciſe juriſdicti- 
ons beyond their own precinct, they ſhould take 
po- 


# 
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proper ſteps to put a ſtop to ſuch un warraatable 
ien. Ken 4 Rg 
Pe Ducarel, ſuperviſor at Purnea, made a report” 
to the council of three criminal trials; one for the 
murder of a child, in which ſentence of death had 
been paſſed, waiting only for the proper approba- 
tion to be put in execution; and two other caſes 
of theft and robbery, for which, by the Mahome- 
tan law, the crimioals were condemaed to have 
one hand and one foot cut off, propofing that in 
lieu of that puniſhment, in theſe and ſimilar caſes, 
the criminals ſhould be ſent to the public works. 
The anſwer from the council ſtated, that the ulti- 
mate decifion in criminal cafes reſted entirely with 
the Naib Subah, who returned his ſentence to the 
oficers of the Adawlat; adding, that ſhould the 
order of the preſident and council, with reſpect to 
the diſtigction to be obſcrved between the dewannee 
and the nizamut, admit of the council's interpo- 
fing in criminal caſes, they ſhould' then take into 
confideration the propriety of the propoſed devia- 
tions from the rules of the Mahometan law. 
Mr. Rous, ſuperviſor of Rageſhaby, tranſmit- 
ted in a letter to the chief and council of revenue, 
the proceedings of two trials for different murders ; 
with reſpect to one of them, he only mentioned 
that the perſon accuſed had been condemned to 
die, and that two perſons included ' in the charge 
were acquitted the other was the trial of a father 
for the murder of his daughter, an infant of fix 
months old, by cleaving her head aſunder ; the fact 
was proved according to the forms of the Mahome- 
tan law, by his own confeſſion, excuſing it as done 
in a fit of deſpair, on account of ſome delay in the 
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the nizamut, and eſtabliſhed by long viſa 
of .che 


| "1922 } | 
ceremony, of his intended warriage : by the autho- 


rity of one paſſage in the khoran, this criminal 
thould. bave been puniſhed with death; but the 
latter commentators, and eſpecially a ſociety. of 
learned men, who were employed by the authority 
of Aurengzebe to digeſt the civil and criminal in- 


5 ſtitutions of the khoran, had mitigated: the rigour 


of this law, regarding the deſtruction of a grown 


Tn, as a pyniſhment-more/than adequate ro the 


jeath of a child. He concluded with obſerving, 
that the peculiar circumſtances of barbarity in this 
caſe ought, notwithſtanding the lenity of theſe au- 
thorities, to undergo the ſevereſt puniſhment. 

The council in anſwer to this letter, mentioned 
that, in conſideration of the peculiar” banbarity of 
the caſe, the-Naib Subah had pronounced a ſen- 


tence in ſome degree beyond the letter of the law, 


though not ſo far as affect the life. of the culptit. 
The preſident and council in their inſtructions 


id expreſsly, Although: we wiſh: to interfere as 


little as poſũble with the buſineſs that appertains to 
in the 
country, yet as we are defirous of ing the 
arbitrary proceedings of the Mooriſh courts. of juſ- 
tice, from a duty we owe to the happineſs and ſe- 
Eurity of the inhabitants; we will therefore, that 
you will. give the ſtricteſt attention to prevent 
injuſtice, as much as poſſible, by your repreſenta · 


tion to government as oceaſions offer. pj 
Mr. Stewart, reſident at Burdwan, in his anſwer 
obſerved, that the courſe of deciſion, by arbitra- 
tion was found dilatory, undeciſive and unſatisfac- 
tory. ; that the inhabitants were become very 


averſe to that manner of procceding,- preferring 
15855 great» 
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vicatly'the' eſtabliſbed cutcheries, eſpecially whilſt 
under the ſupermtendance of a company's ſervant; 
that in his Opinion, the abuſes in the adminiſtra- 
Non of juſtice were to be imputed rather to the 
corrupt principles of the Mahometan and Gentoo 
judges, than to any defects in the laws or in the 
regulations of the courts; and that therefore, theſe 
grievances could not be in any way ſo well redreffetl 
as by a ſtrict ſuperintendance of the company's ſer- 
vunts in thetr ſeveral juriſdict ions. 
*Itis to be obſerved, that throughout all Iadof- 
Tan, in Faſe of theft, robbery, or murder, the ze- 
mindar of the province is bound to proſecute the 
mutderer or tkief, and the effects; and are Hable 
to de called themſelves to account, if they fail in 
Mf. Bently, chief at Luckypoor gave his opinion ; 
"that there would be inconvemience in the entire a- 
dolition of the judicial fees, by affording too much 
encouragement to litigation, whereby the charges 
of the cutcherries to government would be greatly 
increaſed ; and that though drfcretionary fines ought 
not toõ be allowed, yet under proper regulations a- 
dopted to the degree of the offence, that mode of 
iſnment ſeemed the leaſt; that it ſeemed abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to appoint / ſubordinate powers of judi- 
rature, for the protection of the poor inhabitants 
reſiding at a diſtance from the metropolis of the diſ- 
trict; that the mode of arbitration was in general, 
very difficult; as few perſons chuſe to undertake 
that office ; and that, to carry it iuto general prac- 
tice, it would be neceſſary to make the natives, 
"when called upon, to act in that character, Hable to 
certain fines vn refuſal or neglecdtre. 


The 
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The naib Dua preſented a memotial to the pre- 
ſident and council, on the ſubject of arbittation, 
-  aceurately. diſtinguiſhing ſuch caſes as are proper 
For that mode of deciſion, and. ſuch as muſt be de- 
idledl by the courts of judicature; according to the 
_ day of the latter kind be ſtated all diſputes, of in- 
Heritance, property, purchaſes, aſſiguments, and 
the like ; that theſe caſes depending upon the laws 
of tbe {criptures, according to the orders. of the al- 
mighty and his prophet, cannot be proper ſubjects 
of adminiſtration, for the right muſt, he decided ac- 
.cording to the precepts of the law, and common ar- 
bbitrators cannot be proper judges thereof. That 
caſes of miſdemeanor, or offence, by one ſubject to 
Another, cannot be referred to arbitration, but muſt 
be judged and puniſhed by the proper officers, of 
ñuſtice, and much more eſpecially crimes of a high- 
er. magnitude muſt undergo the judgment of the 
„law itſelf: that on the other hand, in caſes. of 
debt, account at other commercial concern, arbi- 
tration is the beſt mode of deciſion: that he had 
accordingly ĩſſued orders to the officers of the courts 
_ of juſtice in the ſeveral diſtricts, that in all matters 
of. deht, trade, petty quarrels and ordinary occur- 
rences where the parties are willing to refer, they 
ſhould appoint. arbitrators, and that regiſters be 
dul kept in the court of Adawlat of all cauſes de- 
eided in that wax. . 
be council, in conſequence of theſe repreſenta- 
tions enforced the-neceſfity of reſtricting the orders 
relative to arbitration, to ſuch. caſes ſpecified. for 
that purpoſe ; for that ĩt would be productive of the 
* greateſt difatisfaCtion in the country, of that mode 
F 0; b5 PULRR IR IDE PEE 1 
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Gicial determinations; in ſuch caſes 14 fall under 
the fixt principles of the Mahometan law, that 
ſuch a meaſure would be regarded by all the Ma- 
hometans as an infringment on their religion and 
euſtoms, would excite great diſcontent and appre- 
henſion, and perhaps be liable to an obſtinate and 
ianlexible oppoſition: - The preſident and council 
declared, that all caſes of inheritance, marriages or 
other matters ſor which the Vlabometan law has 
made proviſion, and likewiſe matters reſpecting i in- 
heritance; and: the particular laws and uſages: of 
the caſts of the Gentoos ſhould be decided by the 
eſtabliſned magiſtrates, aſſiſted by the proper per- 
ſons of the reſpective r FT 47 the mins 
and zuſages of each!!! 

The naib Duan a againſt» thi: in- 
ſtructions of the preſident and council, which 
directed, that in caſes of inheritance of the Gen- 
005, che magiſtrates ſhould be aſſiſted by the 
bramins- of the caſt to which the parties be- 
long; and ſtated for his feaſons agaifiſt allowin 
a bramin to be called in to the deciſion of any 
matter of inheritance or other diſpute of S 
that ſince the eſtabliſhment of the Mahometan 
dominion in Hindoſtan, the bramins had never 
been admitted to ſuch juriſdiction 7 that to order 
a magiſtrate-of-the>faith.to decide, in conjunction 
with a bramin, would be repugnant to the rules 
of the faith, and an innovation peculiarly impro- 
per in a country under the dominion of a muſſul- 
man emperor: that where the matter in diſpute 
can be decided by a reference to bramins, no in- 
terruption had ever been given to that 23 
deciſion ; but that where they think fit to reſort 
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_ "country; and of thoſe eſtabliſhed by his Britannic 


K - 
to the eſtabliſhed judieatures of the eountry, they 


muſt ſubmit to a deciſion aceording to the rules 
and principles of that law, A* which alone theſe 


(courts are authoriſed to judge: that chere would 
be the greateſt abſurdity in an aſſociation of 


judicature, becauſe the bramin would determine 


according to the precepts and u of his caſt, 
and 2 wa. * — to thoſe 
of the Mahometan law: that in many inſtances 
the rules of the Gentoo and Muſſulman laus, even 
with reſpect to inheritance: had men differ 
materially from each other. XK 

There was to be a fixed — chettintivation 


of ſuits and complaints; upon this poiut it is ob- 


ſerved, that, both by the Mahometan and Hin- 
doo Jaws, and by the uſage? of che country, all 
claims which: have laid dormant for twelve _ 
whether land ôr money, are invalid. 

The practice of individuals exerciſing authori 


over their debtors,” was entirely aboliſned. 


The judicatures exiſting at Culeutta conſiſtedof 
the courts derived: out of tho conftitutionof the 


majeſty's charter of juſtice, until the charter of 
zuſtice granted to the company in the thirteenth 
year of 12 late majeſty, the only courts of juſtice 
that exiſted in Calcutta were derived out of the 
conſtitution of the eountry. Soon after the eſta- 
blifhmenr of the ſettlement at Calcutta, neat the 
end of the laſt century, the Engliſh company ob. 

tained from the nabob the zemindary rights of 
the diſtrict around that ſettlement; by which they 
became the zemindar of that diſtrict, with all the 


3 ineident to 125 among pn 
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. 
che criminal, civil, and religious juriſdiction of 


the diſtrict. The company exerciſes theſe ſeve · 
ral juriſdictions within the diſtrict of Calcutta, in 
conſequence of their being the zemindar of the 


diſtrict. Tbere are three courts eſtabliſhed at 


Calcutta, for the trial of crimes, for civil, cauſes, 


* 


and for matters of revenue. 


The eriminał court tries all crimes, committed 


by the natives, and in this reſpect has a concur- 
rent juriſdiction with the court of oyer and ter- 
miner, eſtabliſhed by the charter of juſtice; one 
judge only ſits in that court, appointed by the go- 


vernor and council. Formerly one of the coun. 


cil was always appointed. to this office, but this 
duty has of late years been entruſted to junior 
ſervants,. one of the council hang 


: Appeared 
monthly to ſuperintend. In capital cafes, three 


members of the board fit as judges. in this, court, 


and befote the execution of the ſentence, the pro- 
ceedings mult be laid before the governor and coun- 
cil, The civil court conſiſts of ſeveral judges alſo 
appointed by the governor and council out of the 


junior ſervants, but ſeldom more than one actually 


fits, This court has juriſdiction of all cauſes be- 


tween the natives, and alſo in cauſes between a na- 
tive and an European, where the latter is plaintiff; 
but in this caſs- the native may remove the cauſe 


into the mayor's court. The rule of judgment in 


theſe courts, 18 ſuppoſed to be the cuſtoms and ulage 


of the country; and where no cuſtom or uſage 


applies, it is at the diſcretion of the judge. 

I be juriſdictions of theſe courts being in them- 

ſelves. very defective, and moreover, very inade- 

quate to the advanced ftate of this ſettlement, and 
| | ſimilar 


* - 


£ . | 
OPTIO found in other ſettlements of 
the company, application was made to the crown, | 
5 eee fene late king, for * nn 
| 0 juſtice. 

A charter was accordingly gra nted by virtue of 
powers veſted in rhe/crown by 2 acts of par- 
Jun grants and orders, «That there ſhould be 

ever thereafter, within the factory of Fort Wil. 
liam, in Bengal, one body politic and corporate, by 
the name of the mayor and aldermen of Calcutta; 
at Fort William in Bengal to ponſiſt of -a mayor 
and nine aldermen, the mayor and ſeven aldermen 
being natural-born ſubjects, but the other two to 
be allowed to be foreign proteſtants: and it is fur- 
ther granted, that the mayor and aldermen ſhould 
for ever thereafter be, and are thereby conſtituted 
a court of record, by the. name of the mayor's 
court at Calcutta; and that they, or any three of 
them (the mayor or ſenior alderman then reſident 
there to be one) may, and are thereby authoriſed, 
to try, hear and determine all civil ſuits, Actions 
or plaints between party and party, ariſin Within 
the fal town or 0 , or . of the 
factories, ſubordinate thereunto, except ſuch ſuits 
as ſhall be between Indian natives, which ſhall be 
determined among themſelves, unleſs both parties 
conſent to the determination of the mayor's court : 
and this court ig alſo authoriſed to try ſuits, brought 
againſt the company, or by the company againſ 
any perſon, 

This charter alſo conſtitutes the preſident and 
council to be a court of record, in order to receive, 


7. and determine appeals ! from the judgments or 
. decrees 


5 45 
dicrees of th&\miayor's court: the determination 
of this court to be final, if the value does not exceed 
1000 pagadoes; but if it exceeds-thar. ſum, the 
parties are allowed, within fourteen days aſter ſuch 
decree or judgment is entered on record, to appbal 
to his majeſty in council; the faid charter alſo efta- 
bliſhes a court for recovery of ſmall debts, within 
the ſaid town or factory at Calcutta and the factories 
and diſtricts ſubordinate thereto ; and the ſaid char- 
ter farther grants and ordains the governor and coun- 
cil to be juſtices of the peace, and have power to 
act as ſuch, and to hold quarter ſeſſions of the 
peace, and alfo to be commiſfioners of oyer and 
terminer, and Auen gaol delivery, for trying and 
n offences (high treaſon only excepted) 
ommitted within the Bengal's juriſdiction; the ſaid 
charter farther grants, that the ſaid mayor's court 
ſnall have power to grant probate of wills and let- 
ters of adminiſtration. N e 
Although this court cannot legally iſſue proceſs 
beyond the bounds of Calcutta, or its ' ſubordinate 
factories, yet their proceſs hath been iſſued to 
and executed in all parts of Bengal, under ſpecial 
order of the governor and council, granted or 
refuſed at their diſcretion, and that in all theſe 
caſes the proceſs was ſent to one of the company's 
ſervants; the criminal juriſdiction of the feſſions to 
have the ſame extent as the mayor's court, and na- 
ive, were ſent from every part of the country to 
be tried in that court; and all Europeans were 
brought in the ſame manner from any part of the 
country, except from the factories belonging to 


other European nations. > 


% 


It 
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It appeared. to the committee appointed. by the 

houſe of commons, that the qudges of .theſe court; 
are juſtly ſenſible. of their gown, deficiency.of knoy- 
; ledge in the laws of E land, and that therefore 
they, as well as the preſident and council, bave 
frequenily applied zo the court of direCtors,. to la 
particular points, reſpecting their juriſdiction, be. 
fore council, and to tranſmit the opinions of ſuch. 
gounſel, to be the guide of their conduct. Some 
inſtances of this Kind have been laid before the 
committee, upon doubts reſpecting their eccleſiaſ- 
tical, and alſo their criminal juriſdiction; partico- 
larly whether the charter allows them to take cog- 
nizance of murders, robberies, and ot her crime; 
commuted by Europeans, not immediately under 
the company's fag. There were ſeveral perſons 
in confinement committed beyond the limits pre- 
leribed in the charter of juſtice, whoſe. trial was 
prevented from doubts ariſing with reſpect to the 
powers conyeyed by the charters. * 
Whatever doubts have been entertained in Ben- 
gal, on this ſubject, it is clear by the very terms 
of the charter of juſtice, . that / the. juriſdic- 
tion of the court of oyer. and terminer and goal 
delivery, is reſtrained to offences committed within 
the town or diſtrict of Calcutta and its ſubordinate 
factories : the conſequence of this, in the: preſent 
ſituation of Bengal, is, that there are many of bis 
mazeity's ſubjects, reſiding in Bengal, neither un- 
der ihe protection or controul of the laws of Eng- 
land, nor amenable to the crimigal judicatures of 
the country. Mr. Withal had laid before the 
court of directors a petition, in which he com- 
plained of having been diſmiſſed from his of. 
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lies, 48 attorney of the mayor'stourt at Calcutta; 
by an arbitrary and illegal proceeding of that 
court, without any regular complaint, without an) 
ſufficient” allegation, without evidence upon oath, 
and without having had ſufficient time to make his 
defence; and alſo that the order of diſmifſion, be- 
ſides finding him guilty of miſconduct in a particu |, 
lar cauſe depending before: the court, contained a 
general charge of his having frequently merited the 
general reprehenfion of the court, but without ſpe- 
cifving any particular facts. 
The court of directors having taken the opinion 
of their counſel upon this'caſe, expreſſed their diſ- 
approbation of the general charge contained in the 
order againſt Mr, Wilthall, without any allegati- 
on of facts to fupporr it, as highly improper and 
unbecoming a court of juſtice, and they recom- 
mended it to the governor and council to admit Mr. 
Wilthall's appeal, and to act therein as fuſtice 
ſnould require. The committee begged leave ro 
ſubmir to the confideration of the houſe fome very 
fingular circumſtances, which ſeemed materially to 
affect their independence and their efficac. 
Although the mayor's court was intended not 
only to try cauſes between party and party, on the 
court of oyer and terminer and gaol delivery to 
puniſh the cfimes of private. individuals, but the 
former alſo to try cauſes in which the company it- 
ſelf is a party, and the latter to puniſh the offences 
of any of their ſervants, yet the judges of theſe 
courts were removal from theſe offices, by virtue 
of which, they exerciſed their judicial functions at 
the pleaſure of the preſident and council, and that 
ſuch fentonee could not be reviewed, but by the te- 
odious 
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tas; 3 an wah to 50 majeſty. in gounci, 
Courts thus conſidered, could not be confidered as 


free and independent judicatures, in any caſe where 


the company s à party, or where any member of 
the council is . on a criminal charge, 


I Although theſe courts, at leaſt, with reſpect to 


the oy e bound to Judge according to 
the laws. of PR Wer 8 et the e of thoſe 
gourts were not requir e, and, in fact, 
baye never vo Perſons. e Kent an. the Know- 


| Tedge of thoſe laws by which they muſt decide; 


Bran of. the Junior ſervants of the compar; 
were leck for theſe important, truſts, affecting 
the property, 3 the diberty, and the. lives of his Ma- 
biects 1 in Be nga as -:. 85, 

The committee ſtated to the . — ben. provi: 
2255 as have been made by law, for the trial and 
Puniſhment. in England, of offences committed 
by the company's ſervants in Bengal, to ſpecify 

what , inſtances. thoſe provifions have been 


attempted. to be carricd. into execution, with 


the reſult of the proceedings, and ſubmitted to 
e conſideration =# he hou e, ſome circumſtances 
Which appeared greatly to obſtruct the efficacy of 
2 wr remedy in England, as the law on that ſub- 
is now conſtituted. f 
By an at, 1 aſſed in the zath of George Il. 
entituled, u act for puniſhing mutiny and 
deſertion * officers and FTicts in the ſervice 
of the united company of merchants of England, 
trading to the Eaſt Indies; and for the pupiſh- 
ment of offences committed in the Eaſt Indies, 
or at the ifland of St. Helena,” it is provided, 
3 e if FR of the e 's preſidents a 
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evunell, at any 6f their principal ſettlements, thall 
be guilty of opprefling any of his Majeſty's ſub- 


jects, within their reſpective juriſdictions or com- 
mands, or of any other crime or offence contra- 
ry to the laws of England, or enforce within their 
reſpective juriſdictions or commands, ſuch op- 


% 


eatd and determined in his majeſty's court 
King's Bench in England, or before ſuch commiſ- 
fioners, as ſhall be aſſigned by his majeſty's com- 
miſſion, and by good and lawful men of the ſame 
country; and that ſuch puniſhments ſhall, be inflic- 
ted on ſuch offenders, as are uſually inflicted for 
offences of the like nature, committed in England, 


A 1 


* 


The ſame is enacted, by an act paſſed in the roth 
year of his prefent majeſty, in regard to any op- 
preſſion, crime, and . offence committed, by any 
perſon employed in the ſervice of the company, in 
any civil or military ſtation or office ; or claiming 
any power, authority or juriſdiction from the fag 
company. . . . 
Mr. Nuthall, late ſolicitor to the Eaſt- India 
company, informed the committee, that he had re- 
ceived orders from the court of directors to proſe- 
cute lord Clive, and a great number. of ee 
who had been in the company's ſeryice in India, to 
recover very conſiderable ſums claimed to be due 
from them to the company, on account of the du- 


ties on ſalt, beetle-nut and tobacco, and which it. 


was the opinion of their counſel were recoverable 
To proceed againſt lord Clive, to recover a demand 
of 1 + per cent. on the net dewannee revenues o 
Bengal, which his lordſhip received by way of 
commiſſion, as preſident 61 | 

Vor, III, 31 veral 


e crimes or offences, may be enquired of, 


Fort William, for ſe- 


ww 


r 

veral months after he had quitted that pre ſidency; 
and alfo, againſt Mr. Verelit, in reſpect of the com- 
miſſion of the ſaid revenues received by him when 
he was preſident at Fort William; and to proſe- 
cute ſeveral © other perſons, who had been in the 
company's ſervice, on whom the company were 
adviſed they had demands on account of the Mha- 
toote-tax in Bengal; that three bills in equity, of 

great length and nicety, had been prepared againſt 
2 great number of defendants reſpecting the trade 
and duties on ſalt, and againſt lord Clive and Mr. 
Verelſt ſeperately, to recover the company's de. 
mands reſpecting the commiſſion on the revenues; 
that thoſe bills had been peruſed and ſigned by the 
company's counſel, and that fair copies had been 
laid before Mr. Attorney-General, for his approba- 
tion before they were file. 


MK & * e 


That a bill was now likewiſe before the compa: 
ny's counſel againſt a great number of perſons for 
recovery of ſeveral large ſums of money received 
by them under colour of the Mhatoote tax, which 
were to be filed with, all. poſſible, expedition, as 
ſoon as it, ſhould have been approved of by the 
company's counſel, and Mr. Attorney-General ; be- 
fore whom that bill was alſo directed to be laid. 
The committee examined ſeveral of the witneſſes, 
who were beſt acquainted with Bengal, Whether 
it was poſſible to bring natives from that country to 
England, to give their teſtimony in any proſecu- 
tion or ſuits to be commenced here, for matters 
done on ariſing in Bengal; and were informed, 
by all the witneſſes who ſpoke to this point, that 
though they knew no obſtruction to the bringing 
over Mahometan witneſſes, but the length and ex- 
R © pences 
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| nences of the voyage, they conſidered 'it as abſo- 
fs impoſſible to bring over any witneſs of the - 
Gentoo religion; it being one of the eſtabliſhed. 


principles of that religion, that water is ſacred, 
and that to defile that aliment (which according to 


their notion is done by many unavoidable acts) is 


2 prefanation, for which any perſon ſo offending 
would forfeit his caſt; that if any Gentoo could 
be prevailed on to croſs the ſea, in order to come 
to England, they muſt neceſſarily be perſons deſti- 


tute of thoſe principles, which they are taught by 


their profeſſion to revere, and therefore unworthy 
to receive credit as witneſſes. 


* 


In many caſes, which might be proper ſubjects 


of proſecution in this country, the teſtimony of 
Britiſh ſubjects, or other Europeans reſiding at Ben- 


gal may be neceflary, and the difficulty and ex- 
pence. of bringing oyer . thoſe or any witneſſes, 


ſeemed an almoſt unſurmounta ble obſtruction to the 
uſe and efficacy of the ſtatutes, allowing proſecu- 
tions in England. for offences committed in India; 


and the ſame-circumſtance equally obſtructs the at- 
tainment of juſtice by civil action of any nature, 


for any injury received or demand ariſing in that 
countr 7). ; 


* 


The power exerciſed by the general court, of 
putting a ſtop to proſecutions ordered by the court 
of directors, may tend greatly to defeat the efficac 
of the ſtatutes ; as the — 4. charg:d, eſpecially 
where he is or has been in any conhderable ſtation: 
in the company's ſeryice, may have it in his power, 
by the management of his friends, to contrive at 
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lame time or other, by a majority of a general court 
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to put a ſtop to the intended or depending proſe. 


cutlon. \ ; 

la regard to the rate of intereſt allowed in the 
courts of that country, in cafes of mercantile debts, 
the rate was one per cent. per month, conſidered 
as the current intereſt of the country in mercantile 
tranſactions, amongſt men of probity and reputa- 
tion; voluntary agreements for a much higher rate 
of intereſt are often made, even to three per cent, 
per month, where the occaſion has been urgent, 
and the loan for a ſhort time, and attended with 
riſk. £ | 
© The uſual intereſt given by the company is nine 
per cent, per annum, by Europeans; in accounts 
with each other, ten per cent, and by the natives 
twelve per cent. the cutcherry did not allow beyond 
that rate. It was uſual for the Seats and other ban- 
kers at Murſhadabad to furniſh the zemindars 
when preſſed for money to pay their rents to go- 


vernment, at the rate of three per cent. per month. 
The rate of this intereſt is otherwiſe never given 


but in caſes of great emergency; however, that 
authorized by cuſtom haying amounted to the moſt 
exorbitant uſury, the following rates are now eſta- 
bliſhed to. be received and paid, as well for paſt 


debts as on future loans of money, viz. on ſums 


not exceeding one hundred rupees principal, an in- 
tereſt of three rupees two annes per cent. per 
month, or half an anne in the rupee : on ſums a- 
bove 'one hundred rupees principal, an intereſt of 
two rupees per cent. per month ; the principal and 
intereſt to be diſcharged, according to the conditi- 
on of the bond; and all compound intereſt, ari- 
ſing from an immediate .adjuſtment of accounts, 1 
A. . 1 
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be deemed unlawful and prohibited, when a debt 
is ſued for upon a bond, which ſhall be farmed ta, 
ſpecify a higher intereſt than the eſtabliſhed rates 
the intereſt ſhall, be wholly forfeited to the debtor, 
and the principal only recoverable, and all attempts 
to elude this law by deduction from the original 
loan, under whatever denomination, ſhall be pu- 
niſhed by a forfeiture of one moiety of the amount 
of the bond to the government, and the other 
half to the debtor. . 
The faid regulations point at ſuch extortions, 
that though the family of the Seats and others, have 
taken for money lent by them three and a half per 
cent. per month, obligations to pay five per cent. 
have been there exacted and the borrower compel- 
led to agree to pay the ſame; becauſe, thoſe. wha, 
had been accuſtomed to lend at a lower rate, now; 
refuſed to ſupply them wich money, alledging, 
that if they attempted to recover their loan from, 
the zemindars, ſuch attempt would be fruſtrated; 
by the power of the perſon lending at five per 
cent, 1 
Even after an engagement to pay five per cent. 
the debtors have actually been obliged to pay 
fourteen per cent. which enormous abuſe is evi; 
dently inconſiſtent with, the proſperity. of the coun- 
try, and highly detrimental to the revenue received 
by the company. Lord Clive during his preſi- 
dency never attempted to reform ſo many glaring; 
abuſes, and moſt of his new regulations rather en- 
couraged than diſcountenanced the ſyſtem of vena+ 
lity, corruption, uſury and oppreſſion which has 
of late years brought the company on the brink of 
run, The meaſures he had purſued with reſpect, 
| l to 
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to the politics of the country, and his pretended 
diſcoveries of the infidelity, rapaciouſneſs and mil. 
behaviour of divers ſervants of the company, at the 
head of adminiſtration in the Bengal provinces, be- 
fore his lordſhip's laſt prefidency, were only calcu- 
lated to direct the company's attention by the re- 
troſpect of paſt tranſaEtions, in order that himſelf 

voy his committee might eſcape the blame and te- 
proach their preſent innovations juſtly deſerved. 
None of their plans promiſed ſtability > for a peace- 
able poſſeſſion of the new acquiſitions. 
\ © *Fhey ſucceeded as far. as to keep the directors in 
the dark, who approved his lordſhip's conduct, ſo 
as to think his preſence in Bengal eſſentially neceſ- 
ſary, to accompliſh a thorough reformation, ear- 
neſtly requeſting that he would continue another ſea- 
ſon in Bengal, to ſee the effect of his regulations; 
they looked upon the war with Sujah Dow lah ended 
. conformable to their wiſhes; as they had been told 
the power of that Soubah was the flrongeſt barrier 
they could have, againſt the invaſions of the nor- 
_ thern powers, and of the Marattas which had laid 
them ſo long deſolate, without conſidering that 
this faithleſs ally and ambitious neighbour would 
take the firſt favourable opportunity of  re-afſum- 
ing his former independency, by an alliance with 
the very people, the company were in dread of, to 
ſecure the poſſeſſion of his'dominions, with a view 
to enlarge them. The meaſures of Mr. Vanſitartt 
and his council were animadverted upon as impoli- 
ric and injudicious: had the king been left in poſ- 
ſeſſion of Sujah Dowlah's country, this acceſſion of 
power would have added weight to his friendſhip ; 
and gratitude for the company's eminent ſervices 


% 


49] | 
in majataining him ia this new ſovereignty, would 
have attached him ſtrongly to their intereſt, with- 
out the apprehenſion of waging for the future a 
war at that immenſe diſtance, ot᷑ its being brought 
down again to their frontiers ; nothing could ſo ef- 
fectually have” reſtored the country to its former 
flouriſhing ſtate, and the reputation of the company, 
than reinſtating the Mogul to a ſtate, that would 
have enabled his majeſty to aſſiſt his benefactors, 
without having the power to hurt them; indeed 
Sujah Dowlah, the only Soubah in Indoſtan who is 
likely to inſpite him with hoſtile deſigns, to ag- 
grandize himſelf by the ſupport he might afford 
him, has already ſhewn his reſtleſs ſpirit and aſpir- 
ing views, by embroiling the company with the 
chiefs of the Rohillas, againſt whom he joined late- 
ly his forces, tired himſelf of formidable neigh- 
bours. The revenue agreed by his lordſhip to be paid 
to the mogul, was not adequate to the reſpect he 
profeſſed tor the royal blood, and was but a poor 
acknowledgment of his right. The princes of In- 
doſtan are not dupes of this pretended moderation 
and have been convinced ſince, that any breach of 
treaty will ever have the ſanction of their ſervants, 
as the commanders. of their forces looked beyond 
the Bengal provinces for plunder. and rapine; the 

article in the treaty. with Sujah Dowlah is not con- 
lined ſolely to the company's trade, as ordered by 
the directors, who mean only to claim this privi- 
lege, if his dominjons produced any goods fit for 
the European markets, or were made the means of 
extending their trade in the weollen manufacture, 
or any other European goods, this will produce 
ue complaints and diſcontents. ; Toh 


Ever 


; ES 
7 8 
" BY 5 59 4 y 
4 8 5 2 ” 
a it 440 J # 
* * 4 


thotity that owned no-ſuperior amongſt the Indian 
powers, and exercifed an intolerable tyranny and 


leave him at their mercy, under pretence, that he 


mittee had artfully ſuggeſted to the T that 


. the advantages of it, but only liable 


' val ſtipend of 80, ooo rupees per annum, from 


# 
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oer fine ragen has obtained the dewaf- 
hee, the barrier of the country government has 
been entirely broke down, and every Engliſhman 
throughout the country has been armed with an au- 


opprefſion on the helpleſs natives, who know not 
whom to obey, r 

The ſyſtem of lord Clive and the gentlemen of 
the ſelect committe in depriving the Subah of a re- 
venue of almoſt two millions ſterling, was to en- 
fich his friends and dependants, with the treaſure 
and property of an injured and degraded prince, to 


had — principles detrimental to the company 
tere PLS #4 Fo „ | | 
Though the noble preſident and the ſelect com- 


Mr. Vanfittart and his council had been directly 
vridermining the whole fabric, whilſt the company 
were finking under the burthen of the war, and 
their ſervants enriching themſelves from thoſe very 
funds that ought to have ſupported it; they are no 


charges and dangers in the province of Burd- 
wan, the refident and his council take the ſame an- 


the Rajah in addition to the company's 2 z this 
ernictous principle has been even catried further, 
even to the ſharing with the Rajah of all he collected 
beyond the ſtipulated land revenue, overlooking 
the company's right, to whom properly every thing 
belonged that was not neceſſary for the Rajab's ſup- | 
port. Thus the company's ſervants have endez- 
3 voure 
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youred to gloſs over the crime of their proceedings 
Ghce the nabob's of Bengal have been reduced to a 
ſcanty penfion, and have been graſping the great- 
et ſhare of the nabob's revenues, which was not. 
Alloted to the company... , 


To render their acquiſitions as permanetit as hu- 
man wiſdom could make them, required more juſ- 
tice and fimplicity in the execution. The "off 

and power of the king's dewan was to collect al 
the revenues, and after defraying the expences of 
the army, and allowing a ſufhcient fund for the 


ſupport of the nizamut, to remit the remainder to 


Dehly ; the principal ſervants appointed to ſuper- 
intend this collection, have been guilty of the 
moſt notorious breach of truſt, in conceali the 
real value of the country,. to cheat their emplay- 


ers. Their refidents at the durbar have exerciſed. 
that important office, to the manifeſt prejudice of 


the compatiy, and to their own diſcredit, by ſup- 
poſed deficiencies in the payments of ſome par- 


ticular province, rajah or zemindar,  atreſted by 


theſe they employed in this collection. 


Tb reſident at the Durbar being conſtantly on... 
the ſpot, tould not be long a ſtranger to the abuſes 
of government, and though he was armed with 


power to remedy them, he found his intereſt in 


countenancing the encroachments of  rapacious. 
agents, and the oppreſſion of the natives ; lince the | 
office of reſident was become of ſo much impor- 


gulate it without controul. 


rince, the noble preſident took upon, himſelf to res. 


How ignorant were the court of dire tors of In- | 
dia officers, during his lordſhip's prefidency, and 
how little apprehenſive they were of the pethicious 
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eh genes Or the Aaföck g He Yall Ybrfoed, , 
|. peabsty c ge the Abbe log -in_one cf | 
I their letters, op the penetration on Which his lord- 
ſhip difterned the true intereſt of the company, in 
every branch; the rapidity With which he reſtored 
order,” peace and tranquility, ad the unbiaſſed in- 
reprity chat had. 5 all bis tranſactions 
They cangratufared him on being the happy in- 
a ſtrument of fuch extenſive bleſſings to the Bengal 
= vinces; nat foteſeriog that they, ſhould when 

better informed lament their imprudence and folly, 

for having delegated all their civil and military 

power to a man whoſe tranfactions became after- 

wards the ſubject of parliamentary enquiry and ani- 
„„ e eee 

They faw the deplorable fate, to Which their 

| affairs have been Gnce reduced, from the corruption 

/ and avarice of his creatures and the uniyerſal de- 

pravity of manners, after their example, through- 

out the ſettlement. | After his lordſhip's boaſted 

peace,” great part of the company's capital was ſunk 

into uſeleſs and moſt extenſive eftabliſhments ; the 

fands that ought to have been deſtined for improve- 

ing their acquiſitions, were perverted to the baneſul 

purpoſes of. ſerving far the future corruption, t; - 

ranny, and the moſt iniquitous proceedings from 

| due puniſhment. The laſting advantages that 

8 might have been obtained from a ſucceſsful war, 

| were totally neglected; the King ſtill unable to 
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maintain himſelf, may be driven back on the Ben- 


=m gal provinces, or if he was ſucceſsful through ovr 

; aſſiſtance in a new war, the venality or ambition of 

= the company's ſervants, may urge them on to march 
| their forces with him to Dehly, The quick pro- 

4 - 5 oY ; greſs 
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© s 
of private fortunes acquired by bis friends and 
adherents; has alarmed the very ſenate, where 
they purchaſed ſeats with the ſpoils of injured and 
oppreſſed millions. The monopolies practiſed in 
the inland trade, exhibited ſuch ſcene of miſery as 
never was ſeen in India, or other country; and his 
lordfhip could not prevail with all his intereſt and 
eloquence on the directors, after the fatal experi- 
ence they had of the enormous abuſes; committed 
in this trade, to approve it, even in the ſpecious 
plan laid down in the committee proceedings. His 
lordſhip having been requeſted by the court of di- 
tectors and Mr. Vanfittart ro; deliver into their 
hands ſome papers relative to this gentleman's con- 
duct, when preſident of Bengal, wrote the follow- 
ing lettet to the court, dated Berkley - Square, 14th 

Ruh, ,, Wen „un 


Gentlemen, a 
l | 


I conceived that my anſwer to your ſecretary's 
letter of the 1ſt inſtant, might have induced you to 
reflect, that if there were any materials in my poſ- 
ſeſſion, which did not appear in the public proceed- 
ings of my government, they were unneceflary, if 
not improper for public communication; but, I 
find. that my letter inſtead of having ſuch effect; 
has almoſt produced a requifition of ſome papers, 
which you have been informed, have been in 
hands, containing proofs of Mr. Vanſittart's hav- 
ing received ſeven lacks of ropees for making the 
Mongheer treaty, and you have thought proper, 
thus to prefs this matter, I will not decline to ac- 
knowledge that. I am poſſeſſed of ſome informations 

| upon 
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upon that ſubjeCt ; I muſt at the ſame time ac. 


quaint you, that I tranſmitted from Bengal, to Mr. 


Dudley, your chairman, for pot entering into every 
public enquiry directed in your letters, by the 


| Cambden; and now I encloſe à copy of tuch part 


of my advices to him for your obſervation. 1 ha ve 
to add, that upon my arrival in England, I com · 


municated to your chairman, Mr. Rous, the in. 


formations alluded to. After ſuch proceegings on 
my part, I might have hoped, that if at any time 
theſe. private, materials become geceſſary to the 
court of directors, on grounds of public utility, 


the application for them would have been in a pri- 


vate reqveſt from the chairman, with whom 1 have 
been moſt ready to cooperate, and whoſe repre- 
ſentation of a real neceſſity of producing the paxti- 


culars, would have had weight with me. I will 


hope, that upon the conſideration of what 1 have 


now laid before you, no farther expoſition ill be 
e e eee e e 


. KS cned) Clive.” 


- His lordſhip, potwichſtanding the hatred he bore 


to Mr. Vanſittart, was afraid that ſuch a precedent 
might cauſe an inguiry into his own gondòct; this 
was the reaſon of the moderation he affected to 


ſhew towards the man, whoſe adminiſtration he bad 


ſo often vilified, as will be ſeen in the extratt of 2 


letter to George Dudley, Eſq; dated Calcutta 8th 
September 1766. After having explained thyſelf 
foilully pEpp this fubjegÞs give mo leave th ere 


o 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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late wich you as, chairman, in that friendly mage 
ner, and on that intimate footing which 1 would 
always with to be with the preſent court of direc- 
tors. After a' general court of proprietors had re- 
poſed ſo much confidence in me, and that confi- | 
dence was fo ſtrongly confirmed by a letter which 
J received from the court of directors; where was 
the neceſſity of pointing out to me ſo many diſa- 
greeable and odious enquiries ? Could not the di- 
rectors have poſtponed their ſentiments until they 
had ſeen in what manner I had conducted myſelf : 
could a court of directors, for whom | had ſo high 
an eſteem, imagine that I would leave ought un- 
done or uninquired into, that would tend to their 
honoyr, or the advantage of the company ? cer- 
tainly I would not; my own reputation was too 
much at ſtake, to admit a thought to the contrary: ; 
Tou may be aſſoted, it gives me pain to be re- 

duced to the neceſſity of declining obedience to 
any of your orders; but retroſpeCtion into actions 
which have been buried in oblivion for ſo many 
years, which if enquired into, may produce diſco- 
veries which cannot bear the light; which can be 
nd advantage to the company, but may bring diſ- 
grace into the nation; and at the ſame time blaſt 
the reputation of great and good families, who 
will ſuffer for the iniquity of individuals; want 
only to occaſion ſo much uneaſineſs is what I can- 
not reconcile. to thoſe principles of humanity by 
which I have always been actuated; neither do [ 
think it ſound, policy to inquire into the proceed- 
ings of that committee, which placed Coſſim Ally 
Kawn upon the Mufnud : the bad actions of ſer- 
Yaats-frequently reflect diſhonour upon theie maſ- 


ters; 
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be The preſent fouriſhing condition of our 
ſt· India company cannot but occaſion much na. 
tional jealouſy ; and proceedings of ſuch a nature, 


made public, might oecakion à parliamentary. en- 


quiry, and that enquiries might extend to the In. 
_ dia-houſe irfelf : upon reflection, I am rſuaded 
the directors ' will approve of my conduct, in di. 
couraging the examination in the manner 'pointd 
out in their general letter of lord Cambden. 
The following letter is in conſequence of the te. 
cared requiſition of the court of directors on the 
ij * | | 


OS rens: a April, 1768, 
"Gentlemen; | | 
* Thave received another letter from your ſecre» 
tary, demanding a fecond time. ſome papers rela- 
tive to Mr. Vanſittart's conduct in Bengal. Al. 
though I ſtill perſevere in thinking you have no 
manner of right to require the papers from me; 
yet as Mr. Vanſittart himſelf ſeems deſirous, by 
this letter to me, (copy of which he has incloſed 
to you) that theſe papers ſhould be ſent, I have 
given my attornies inſtructions accordingly to deli- 
ver them into your hands, to be uſed as to you in 
your diſcretion ſhall ſeem meet, if he * perſiſts 
in the ſame way of thinking. 


I have the hopour, to be, Kc. 
is 5 a Clive, 


5 2 f 4 4 
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10 conſormity with ib VERN 103 Jet, 


dated the 1gth inſtant, and feceived by ihe laſt 
poſt, 1 tranſmit to you the depoſitions of Bullachi- 


TY and Shey Hey Dayat Ala, with reſpect to that | 


# » © -* 10 


| (Gigned) John wum. 


Sbey Hey Gar Ala depoſeth, | E 
* That in the year 1762, in the month be. 
cember, when Mr. Henry Vanſittart, accompa- 
nied by ſeveral other gentlemen, waited on the na- 


eaten , Fs the honour to be, &c. 


7 
A 


bob Coſſim Ally Kawn ar Mongheer ; he then-ac-" 


ted in the office of treafurer under his excellency : 
and that in purſuance of the nabob's commands, he. 
iſſued the ſum of two lacks at four or five different 
payments, for Mr. Vanſittart: and that two ladies 
who were in company with the governor, went in- 
to the zenara, and received jewels.” - 

This being a faithful tranffation from the perſian 
original, is atteſted this 18th day of January, by 
me, | oy 

W. H. Coru, ſworn tranflater- 
H. Verelſt,: | FRY IO. 


The Jopolitidn of Bollaakidaſs, banker. 

In the year 1762, in the month of December, 
Mr. Henry. Vanſittart arrived at Mongheer, and 
had an interview with the nabob Coffim Ally 

aun: I was employed in * pills 1 

the 
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the ſaid nabob, one or two days before the depar. 


ture of Mr..Vanſittart for Azimabad';- his excel- 
oy retiring with me in a private apartment, 


ſigniied to me his pleaſute, that I ſhould tranſmit 
* of five lacks of rupees to Mr. Henry 
ſapfittarr, in Calcutta; in conſequence of theſe 


- kis ieee 2 8 1 1 an order to 
my gomaſtah in the factory ughly, to pa 
tlie aforeſaid amount into the 10 : M 


| nds of Mr. Van: 
fittart ; afterwards, on the return of this gentlc- 
man, te, Calcutta, the gomaſtah cauſed the money 


aforeſaid to be delivered to him, and gave me in- 


formation thereof, which, I made report of to his 
excellency the nabob. The ſtri&t truth of this 
tranſaction I have faithfully felated; written this 


Art de of January, in the eight year of his Ma- 
jeſty's auſpicious reign ... 


Tze above being a faithful tranſlation from the 


Perſian original, as atteſted this 18th day of Jan. 


nuary, 1767, by me, 1 | 
WW. H. Coke; ſworn tranſlator: 


| The” hard writing of Ballaakidaſs,  Calcutts 


the 19th of January; 1767, ſworn before me, 
7910 H. Verelſt. 


- Fhis requiſition from the cdurt of direQors ob- 
liged Mr. Vanfittart to write to them the follow- 


ing letter, dated London, 1 5th September, 1768. 


5 Honoutable Sirs, 5 
«UF have received from your ſecretary the copies 


o tiro papers, delivered to the court by lord 


Clive 3 


„ . 
Clive; one being a declaration of Boolaakidaſs; ſet 
ing forth that a day or two before I took leave 6 


cer Coffim, at Mongheer, he received orders | 


to pay me five lacks of rupees; the other an in- 
formation of Sheik Hedagat Calla, iniporting; 
that he has the ſame order, paid me two lacks” of 
rupees; and that the ladies who were with me 
viſited the nabob's ladies and received à preſent of 
Nobody is better acquainted with the cuſtoms 
of that country than lord Clive, who has brought 
theſe informations before the court. I appeal to 
his own candour; whether upon a viſit of this ſort, 
preſents are not cuſtomary, and in a manner indifs 
pe SI an | ie Pry, 
But 1 do not mean to. recriminate upon his 
lordſhip; much leſs upon any ladies, who had the 
honour of being in company with him on fuck. be- 
caſions. I ſhall content myſelf with defending 
my own character; and ſhall expoſe to you ver 
fairly, the principles upon which I acted at a 
ing MITT pp 7 OPT 
From the earlieſt date of the company's ſettle= 
ments, preſents from the people of the country 
made a part of the benefit of your governments; 
and this advantage were uſed in proportion to the 
extent of your connections, until by a freſſi co. 
venant, in the year 1765, you thought fit to put 
a ſtop to it. ö i e 
In ſuch circumſtances, 1 hope ſome praiſe is 
due to thoſe ſervants who madethe moſt moderate 
uſe of the op portunities; their fituation preſented 
to them; who preferred always the company's in- 
tereſt to their private emolument; who never di- 
Vo“, III. | 3 L | realy 


* 


FF 


rectly nor indirectly fought: for preſents; but on 
the contrary, refuſed as ſuch as could in any man- 
ner affect or retard payments due to the company, 
or lay the perſon offering it under any diſtreſs or 
in convenience. 25 
Let lord Clive ſay, if any inhabitant of 9 
bas a complaint to make againſt me upon this 
head, or indeed upon any other: as to Boolaakidaſs 
and Sheik Hedagat Calla, whoſe name appear to 
the informations laid before you, by his lordſhip, 


it will be ſeen, that the former complains only of 


the authority by which he was forced to give that 
information; and as to the latter, I do not even 
recollect his name; nor did I to my knowledge, 
ever tranſact any buſineſs with him. All Meer 


. Colſhm's payments were made, either by Boolaaki- 


daſs, Caja Petras, or the Roy Royan, or in aſ- 


 fignments payable to the chiefs at Patna and 


* Bazar. ö 1 

In theſe different ways, I received all that was 
due to the company ; I received likewiſe ſeveral 
ſums upon account of lord Clive, and other gen- 


tlemon, for the remaining part of a preſent ftipu- 
lated in the year 1757, and upon various other 


accounts; but I do not remember that Sheik He- 
dagat Calla, was employed upon any of theſe oc- 
caſions. Soon after Boolaakidaſs had given to 
lord Clive the writing which he has laid beforc 
the court, he wrote me a letter to acquaiht me, 
that in compliance with his lordſhip's commands, 
he had ſigned à paper of which he ſent me a 
Herewich T have tranſniitted the original letter, 
and a tranſlation ; and can only lament, that, at 
IS” | N 2 a time 


tort NE 
a time when the degrees of cenſure and of praiſs 
were meaſured"upon the ſcale of his lordſhip's 


good pleaſure, it was my misfortune to have him 
take ſo determined a part againſt me, , ks 


1 


But ſuppoſing for a moment, that the informati, 
ons were true to their full extent ; which however 
Ido not admit, what do they import? that the 
chief of the country having fulfilled all his en; 
gagements with the company, paid off the arrears 
of his predeceffor's troops, and brought his fi- 
nances into good order, made preſents of money 
and jewels to his friends in the cuſtamary mans» 
But it ſeems, by your letter to lord Clive, of the 
6th January laſt, that his lordſhip had repreſented 
the preſents alluded to in the informations in queſ- 
tion, as a confideration given. by Meer Coſſim, 
for the treaty” of Mongheer, If the regulations 
contained in that treaty had been aſked or propo: 
{ed by Meer Coſſim, or had conveyed any benefit 
or advantage to his government, there might 
have been Bae ſhew of reaſon for his lordſhip's 
unfriendly conſtruction, but when it is ' ſeen that 
the object of thoſe regulations was to give the 
Engliſh traders a decided right to partake in 
the inland trade upon the moſt moderate terms, a 
duty of nine per cent. upon a trade which the 
company have ſince rated at forty per cent. and 
that Meer Coffim conſented only, as he declares 
in many letters, for the fake of preſerving good 
harmony with the Englith ; when both the parties 
concerned in the treaty, regarded it as an acquiſi- 
tion to the Engliſh traders, and a conceffion on 
tne part of the nabob ; in ſuch a caſe, for w 


pol 


mo 


» % 


this I have faid, and with the ſtricteſt truth, 


WS 4 


ſhould he give a conſideration ? ſhall he who give; 
bp his pretenſions, give money likewiſe to induce 
the other party to accept his reſignation ? ſuch 2 
foppoſition is fo contrary to reaſon, that the at. 
tempt to propagate it could proceed only from the 
t ungenerous deſign to prejudice you in your 
opinion; but, I flatter myſelf without effect: for 
you are ſo far from regarding the articles propoſcd 
at Mongheer, as a regulation in favour of the na- 
bob, that you call it“ a treaty exacted by force 
to obtain a ſanction for a trade to enrich ourſelves,” 
the nabob could be little inclined to give preſents 
for ſuch a confideration, it might rather have in- 
duced him to omit the ufual civilitics. 
I have never endeavoured, gentlemen, to make 
vou, or the world believe, that I paſſed through 
e government of Bengal, without receiving pre- 
ſents, at a time when there was no law againſt 
it, and fo many great examples for it ; but 


that 1 never received one that could prejudice the 
company, or diſtreſs. the country, or put back even 
for a day, any public or private payments depend- 


* 


ing for others. Whenever any thing of this ſort 
interfered, and in ſhort, when ever the leaſt objec- 
tion could arife, I conſtantly refuſed all preſents ; 
and refuſed them abſolutely and without reſerva- 
tion. It is well known, that upon this principle l 
rejected all Meer Coſſim's offers as preſents in the 
firſt part of his government. You have an inſtance 
of this in the conſultations. from Bengal, Janvary 
+ 1761; which though the ſum in queſtion was not 
very large, may till ſerve to ſhew, that 1 had a 
certain rule of conduct, in which I perſevered in- 
variably; I might otherwiſe have been Wake, 


4 453.7] 


by 1 offer which Meer Jaffier preſſed on 
by means of Nundeoomer, and Joggat Chand 
juſt before I left Bengal. l 
1 hey told me, ge Meer Jaſfier inſiſted on my 
receiving a preſent of five lacks for the charges of 
my voyage. I was not then reſtrained by any or- 
ders at covenants; but the ſtate of the nabob's 
circumſtances was ſufficient i in my opinion, to for- 
bid it; and accordingly my anſwer was, ** That 


being ſenlible of the many cngagements he had to 


fulil, I would by no means add to his diſtreſs.” 
'This fat; is meationed by Juggut Chund in his exa- 
miaation,' which is before the court, and partly al- 
ſo by Nobkiſſon, who, as he knew ſuch an offer 
was made me, muſt alſo have known the reſult, 
although he choſes to be as ſhort as poſſible upon 
it. ; 0 5 
Here, gentlemen, I ſhall leave the matter to 
your candid and impartial confideration, perſuaded 
that the more you examine my conduct, the more 
you will be convinced, that the love of money was 
never my ruliog paſſion: : if it had, my opportunĩ- 
ties were many, and I could have aratified it to as 
great an extent as any of my predeceſſors. I ſpeak 
this without envy or reſentment ; but I really 
think, pis lordſhip might have you his e 
upon this lere. 


Lam with reſpect, 
Honourable rs, | 
| 1 our moſt obedient hombl: ſervant. 


Heary Vanfittart. 
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and affected a cordial and laſting 


1 494 3 
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| Letter from Boolaakidaſs to Mr. Vanſittart, dated 


: 


the 2oth of Shawbaun, in the eighth year of the 


You are well acquainted with my Gtuation : hate- 
ly lord Clive ſent for me, and ſaid, The nabob 


Coſſim Ally Kawn gave Mr. Vanſittart five lacks 


of rupees through your hands, is it not true?” I an- 


ſwered, “It is true, but in that amount was a bill 


for the expences of Mr. Ellis, the chief of Patna, 
and there was likewiſe included the price of the 


Jewels, depoſited by the nabob Jaffier Ally Kawn. 


This was the ſtate of the matter. Lord Clive then 
ſaid, „ Write, and give me a declaration under 
your hand of five lacks of rupees.” Being without 
remedy, I-wrote it conformable to his order, and 
gave it him; and I have ſent you here with an 
excellent copy of it for your peruſal; as you are my 
only friend and protector, I thought fit to acquaint 
vou with the matter.“ ie | 
Had my lord Clive eſtabliſhed a general peace, 
: Fendſhi, with 
the-country powers, he might indeed have juſtly 
boaſted of the important ſervices he had done to 
the company, during his laſt memorable preſidency. 
The court of directors were highly blameable for 
giving his lordſhip carta-blanche, as appears by 
their own letters, in which they faid- exprefsly, 
they apprehended any particular inſtructions to 
the noble preſident would be unneceflary. They 


were perfectly happy in the aſſurances, that his 


lardſhip's perfect acquaintance with, and zeal for 
the company's intereſt, would enable him to wo 
3 bd * e eit 


f 


1 
their meſt ſangline wiſhes. - He had been efith . 


powered. to ſtipulate ſuch conditions, and to form 
pk connections with the country powers, and ta 
purſye ſuch means as he ſhould think proper. 

His lordſhip, far from exerting. his utmoſt endea- 
yours. to conciliate the affection of the country 
powers, and to remove the jealouſy they had con- 
ceived of the company's agrandizement, made a 
temporary ceſſation of arms, whilſt the ſeeds of fu- 
ture wars remain, as the company has ſince begun 
boſtilities to maintain their influence by force of 
arms, ſo deſtructive of that commercial ſpirit which 
they ought to promote, The event has proved, 
that it was not ſo much the ſecurity in carrying on 
a free trade, beneficial to them and the natives, 
that they aimed at, than conqueſt. and dominion 2 
inſtead of being moderate and equitable in their 
demands, they have ſhewn lately by the infraction 
of their treaties, that they are yet defirous to en- 
large their territorial poſſeſſions. Sujah Dowlah 
was reinſtated in his dominions, with ſuch limita- 
tioas as his high ſpirit can never brook, and imply 
a ſuſpicion of his ſincerity. By annexing ſuch 
contiguous lands and diſtricts as were found neceſ- 
ſary to the convenience and ſupport of the ſettle- 
ments,' lord Clive gave the vizier a juſt cauſe to fu- 
ture contentions, as he would no doubt, think 
bimſelf opprefſed by that military power, which 
was to protect the company's commerce. Sujah 
Dowlah could not ſurreade / Coſſim Ally, Sombre, and 
the deſerters, or put them to death, without deeply 
affecting his own honour; and this point his lord» 
thip was obliged to give up, as it could not be af- 
ſected without violence to the nabob's inclinations. 


No 


Teh 
N proviſion was made for the ſecurity of the king 
* dignity. In fact, all his — 2 
tended to lay the foundation of freſh diſcontents. 
It was not to be ſuppoſed that be would more 
ſtrictiy adhere to the laws preſcribed by honour and 
Juſtice, than the cotquerors, though he might for 
à time diſſemble, according to the dictates of good 
policy.” Sparks of reſentment Tie concealed in his 
|; ready to be kindled itito a flame, by the firſt 
guſt of paſfion or ambition. 
Mr. Sykes being appointed reſident at the dur- 
Bar, it was recommended to him to ſupport there, 
with all the influence of the committee, the new 
regulations they had made for the adminiſtration of 
the government. Dpolubram had objected to that 
balance of power, and partition of authority, which 
they had judged neceffary to the ſecurity of the pre- 
ſent eſtabliſtiment; he claimed to himſelf the right 
of hominating the officers of the collections. They 
kept therefore a watchful eye over this miniſter, 
and attempted to check his aſpiring views; threat- 
ening him with their diſpleaſure; in excluding him 
from the proportion of power he erjoyed. 
It was hot furptifing that tlie condition of the 
treaſury was low as reprefented; fince the compa- 
ny's ſervants rapaciouſneſs 4nd avarice, might have 
. exhauſled the mines of Potoſi. 1 
Mr. Sykes was ſtrangly recommended tv the 
court-of directors for having exetted his utmoſt di- 
ngence in procuring an exact eftimare of the a- 
mount of the revenues of the nabob's dominions, 
of which the company were become proprietors ; 
but the books of the ſircar were ſo much 1 


* 


. ol BY - 
60 many balances were out-ſtanding, and ſuch neg- 
ligence appeared in the collection of the revenues = 
for ſome years paſt, owing to the conſtant diftur- 
ances and - frequent ' revolutions in the coun 
which prevented any regular connections from be- 
ing made; that nothing on this ſubject could be 
ſtated with preciſion and certainty: . Notwithſtand⸗ 
ing the acquiſition of the dewannee and the agree- 
ment with, the na bob; was to turn out a prodigious 
encreaſe of the company's revenue z this had à con- 
ter TTT ĩ 
The noble preſident and bis committee peremp? 
torily refuſed to pay the donation of the nabob ti 
the navy, under pretence; that it was not conſiſtent 
with their late engagements with him to take upon 
them to pay ſo large a demand out of the compa- 
ny's revenues, or to inſiſt on the nabob's paying it 
out of his limited ſtipend. This was à deſpicable 
ſhiſt ; moreover: they diſputed the validity of this 
donation as involuntary; and obtained from Meet 
Jaffier, by dint of ſolicitations; and other means 
which never had his entire approbation. It was 4 
capital fault in the noble -prefideot and his com- 
mittee, to "precipitate the concluſion of a treaty 
with Sujah Dowlah, as they loſt the moſt glorious 
opportunity that could ever happen, of ſettling 
matters upon that ſolid and advantageous footing for 
the company, which no temporary invaſton could 
endanger;.. They thought the only ſecurity for- 
their commerte and territorial poſſeffions, was to 
overawe the very nabob they were hound by oy | 
to 4 5 from that fundamental errot, hic 
created new jealouſies and diſcontents wy ſt the 
country powers, and European nations, have ſprung 
8 vor. fit: . 31 f i the 
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de innumerable evils which have brought the cötm - 


pany to: its preſent precarious and unſettled ſtate. 
Ihe committee appointed by the houſe of com- 


mons found, that an alteration was attempted to be 
made upon the ancient eſta bliſhment of duties, by the 


regulations which were ſettled between Coſſim Ally 


f Kawn and Mr. Vanſittart, at Mongheer; whereby 


it was ſtipulated, that the company's ſervants 


ſhould in time to come pay nine per cent. on the 
| Rowana price of falt: but this treaty having been 


rejected by the council, as having been concluded 
without ſufficient authority on the part of Mr. 
Vanſittart; and alſo as ſuhjecting the Engliſh and 
their-ſervants; upon all diſputes, to the juriſdiction 
of the nabob's officers, the old regulations as to 
duties were continued, and the Engliſh, by the 


tteaty made with Meer Jaffier, were placed upon 


à footing with the moſt fayoured among the na- 


Lives 3/ viz. to pay the duties of two and half per 


cent. on ſalt. - | 


The count of directors ordered; that a fioa) and 


effetual end ſhould be forthwith put to the inland 


trade in ſalt, beetle nut and tobacco, and in all 


other articles wharſoever produced and conſumed 
in the country; and that all European and other 


agents, who had been concerned in ſuch trade, 


ſhould be immediately ordered down to Calcutta, 


and not ſuffered to return or be replaced as ſuch by 


any other perſon. The Englifh began to trade in 


ſalt the end of the year 1757, nt ſoon became 
general. The ſalt ſociety, Which afterwards took 


place had been originally propoſed at ſea by lord 


Clive, during his paſſage to India. In. the begin- 


ning of June 1765, a few days after the . 
” | | . 5 1 r; 
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Mr. Verelſt from Chittagong, a private partners. 
ſhip was formed, in the names of lord Clive, Mr: 
Sumner, Mr. Verelſt and Mr. Sykes, for purcha- 

fing large quantities of falt, then in the hands of 


private merchants, Me, Verelſt having declined 
to anſwer a queſtion put to him upon that. ſubject; 
the committee were prevented ſtating the extent of 
this tranfaQtion fo fully as they might otherwiſe 
have done. Mr. Verelſt alledged for his refuſal; 
that the court of directors had theatened him with 


a proſecution upon ſalt concerns. On his return 
from Chittagong to Calcutta, he made ſome pur- 


chaſes of ſalt, of the produce of ſome former years, 
from ſeveral European gentlemen, and ſome few 
Armenian and black merchants, At the time he 


was making theſe purchaſes, on his own account, - 


lord Clive mentioned to him a defire of forming 
ſome proviſion for the gentlemen he had brought 
out with' him, and aſked his opinion in what man- 
ner it could be done; Mr. Verelft, told his lordſhip 


be knew of no adyantage but what reſulted from | 


trade; de mentioned the purchaſes he bad made, 
adding, he could extend them, if his lordſhi 

thought proper; the purchaſes were accordingly 
extended with his afſent, Mr. Sumner and Me, 
Sykes taking a part of the concern ; this pattner- 


ſhip was formed about the beginning of June fol- 
lowing, in the names of lord Clive, Meſſrs. Sum- 


ner, Sykes and Verelſt, each one quarter patt z 
and all the pyrchaſes on account of the partner- 


ſhip were made in the month of June; lord Clive 


advanced his proportion, and pretended not to be 
concerned on his own account; but merely for the 


advantage of the three gentlemen; his lordſhip 
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kt out with kim, Salt raked before the 
"bags wk 


©, t of the ſociety of trade, was not liable 
io any duty except 2 I per cent, to the ene go- 
N it paid none to the compa 


The largeſt quantity was ts d by Mr, 


Joh nſtone, The gentlemen whom Lord Clive de- 
_ Clared, be intended to benefit by this monopol), 
Lage Mr. Strachey, Mr. Maſkelyne, and Mr. 
| ng am, the ſurgeon, who had accompanied him 
to India. His lordſhip afterwards: remonſtrated 
With the court of . againſt the opening of 
the ſalt trade, and taking only a duty of ten ru- 
pees per hundred maunds, They ordered, that the 
duty ſhould be ſo fixed as to produce a revenue of 
100,000 1, at leaſt, and not to exceed 120,000 |, 
and in confideration of having confined the trade 
of their ſeryants to articles off import and export, 
they ordered a commiſſion of 2 4 per cent. on the 
neat territorial revenues to be diſtributed, amongſt 
their principal ſervants in the proportions therein 
urged. After the prohibitions of the inland trade 
in ſalt, beetle nut, and tobacco, the court of di- 
rears laid open the ſaid trade to all perſons, as 
well Europeans as natives. 
The grounds upon which the ſociety. of trade 
Was eſtabliſhed, opened the wideſt field for op- 
profign 'and rapaciouſneſs : it. proved a new 
ource of clamours and diſcontents ; as the natives 
were cruelly ſacrificed to the intereſted views of a 
few individuals, this monopoly was held. in the 
moſt odious Uight, as a moſt n grie- 
vance. 
The article of ſalt, prior to 17 56, was farmed 


at from 25 to 35,0001, per annum; the reyolu- 
tion 
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gon in 17 56, extended the views of the eompany⸗g 
ſervants to advantages beyond what they had hi- 
therto derived from a trade confined to imports 
and exports ; and from that period they began to 
participate in the benefit of an intand commerce, 
and ſome, even in thoſe early days of the compa- 
ny's influence, entertained hopes, of a right found - 
ed upon their phirmaunds, to an exemption of 
duties upon ſalt. It was not, however, till after 
Meer Coffim's acceſſion in 1760, that ſuch claim 
was publiekly ayowed ; then it was that the com- 
pany acquired poſſeſſion of Burdwan, Midnapore, 
and Chittagong, on which, and the company's 
Calcutta lands, near two-thirds of the whole quan- 
tity of ſalt for the conſumption of Bengal is ma- 
nufactured. By poſſeſſing theſe countries, the 
Engliſh conſidered themſelves now the proprietors, 
and became the principal dealers in that article; 
ſome were content with the profit ariſing from ſalt 
in Calcutta, whilſt others launched out farther to 
ſeek the profits through the country. The magni- 
tude of this branch of trade, and the manner in 
which it was now carried on, became the ſubject 
of conteſt and diſpute between Meer Coſſim and the 

preſidency of Bengal. 12-15 The 
On Meer Jaffier's re-inſtatement to the govern- 
ment in 1763, the Engliſh influence with reſpect 
to the manufacture of falt, by the poſſeſſion of 
thoſe countries, continued in full force; and our 
unconteſted right to trade in ſalt on paying 2 4 per 
cent, duty, was firſt eſtabliſhed ; the natives being 
fill ſubject to a" duty of 7 per cent. How far 
this diſtinction was injurious to the natives, is eaſy 
to conceive ; the proprietors of the India ſtock, 
ORs as 
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OY . | 
woll as the directors, conſidered it as a grant too 


partial in ĩtſe l, and which they apprehended might 
involve the company in freth ditputes with the 
country government. Lord Clive being appointed 
preſident of Bengal, in 1764, the inland trade way 
then -convidereds by, I believe, [almoſt every pro. 
prietot, as one of the great ſources of contention 


with the country government. It therefore became 


the ſubject of ſerious debate A repeated general 


- courts ; by ſome it was recommended} to reſtrain 


the ſervants as formerly to the uſual articles of im- 
port and export ; Others foreſaw the difficulties of 


inducing men under the circumſtances of power 


and influence, quietly, to relinquiſh advantages 


they had long enjoyed, unleſs ſome adequate equi- 


valent was propoſed, Several perſons propoſed the 
following motion: That it be recommended to 
the court of ditectots, to give inſtructions to the 
preſicdency of Bengal, to ſeitſe ſuch regulations in 
carrying on the trade in ſalt, beetle: nut and tobac 
eo, as ſhall prove moſt advantageous to this com- 
pany, without prejudicing the guſt rights of the 
nabob of the provinces, and oppreſling the natives; 
and that ſuch regulations be tranſmitted home to 
the court of directors by the fitſt opportunity, with 
every information which can enable them to deter- 
mins on ſo important a ſubject. c 
This notion implied a total ſuſpenſion. of at leaſt 


tuo years of any regulations; the forming a plan 


In Bengal, which ſhould be tranſmitted to Eng- 
land for the approbation of the court of directors 
before it was adopted, would have left this impor- 
tant branch of trade open ſo long; and it was evi- 
dent, ſuch delay would neceſſatily hazard * 
* | dil- 


Mſpoted with the country government, which it 
was the earneſt deſire of the court wholly to fe- 
move. The motion was oppoſed from a full con- 
vickioa of the bad tendency of delaying the pro- 
poſed regulations ; it was in conſequence with- 
drawn, and the general court came to the follow- 
ing, reſolution. | 3 
Fhat it be recommended to the court of direc- 
tors to reconſider the orders fent to Bengal, rela- 
tive to the trade of the company's ſervants in ſalt, 
beetle nut and tobacco; and that they do give ſuch 
ditections for regulating the ſame; agreeably to 
the intereſt of the company and the ſubah, as to 
them may appear molt prudent ; either. by fettlin 
here at home the reſtrictions under which this trade 
ought to be carried on, or by referring; it to the 
governor and council of Fort William, to regulate 
this important point in ſuch a manner, as may pre- 
vent all future diſputes between the ſubah and the 
company.“ By this reſolution the directors ex- 
prefsly enared their inability to form a plan, deſ- 
titute as they were of the neceſſary lights and in- 
formations. The ſervants, acted as if the court of 
directors had delegated to them an authority with- 
out controul; ſelf intereſt influenced the whole con- 
duct of the ſelect committee, as all their new inſti- 
3 calculated to bting advantages to theme 
elves. . N 8 
With refpe& to the plan adopted for the firſt 
year, for carrying on their joint trade, the natives 
vere precluded from the contracts for the puichaſe 
of ſalt, ſo that the committee ſought the ultimate 
Profits either in the purchaſe, or the ſale. Thus 
alt was brought at an advanced price to the hands 


of 


2 
S... 


ISIS | E. 464 1 * | 

bf the conſumer, and to benefit the noble preſident 
Ind his friends. The quantity of falt made in 
Bengal, is ſcarcely equal to the confumption. It 
is imported from the coaſt of Coromandel and from 
1 Perſia; the quantities in general but ſmall, and 
at from Perſia principally uſed medicinally, 
The ground duty upon the making of falt all 
over Bengal and Arixa, was always extremely 
' Inconfiderable before the eſtabliſhment of the re- 
N made by the various committees of the 
Engliſh council at Calcutta; in ſo much , that a ſalt 
merchant making his ſalt at firſt hand in a great 
part of the ſalt countries, could have made, tranſ- 
Ported, and landed his ſalt in Calcutta, within the 
expence of twenty- ve rupees per hundred maund. 
Before the eſtabliſhment of this exclufive ſociety, 

eſtabliſhed by lord Clive, Calcutta had ſo far be- 
: dome a general repoſitory, and. mart for ſalt that 
It was from thence pr loo) to every part of the 

country, even to , Luckypora and other places, 
much nearet to the ſalt grounds than Calcutta. 
Lord Clive, in a letter to the court of direc- 
tors, thinks himſelf entitled to 105 dpprobation, 
and congratulates himſelf on the ſucceſs of his 
plan in relation to the important article of ſalt 
trade. The only doubt, ſaid he, that arofe with 
me was, whether the management of the trade of 
falt, beetle-nut, and tobacco, ſhould be entruſted | 
to Europeans, or to natives; and although I ac- 
. Quieſed with the reſt of the members of the ſecret 
committee, in having it carried on by the free- 
merchants, give me leave to aſſure you, my acqui- 
eſcence proceeded rather from a principle of huma- 
nity than a conviction, that it was more for 11 
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intereſt” of ew VOOR But as every day's ak 2 
rience demonſtrates the impropriety of the preſent 
mode, it becomes my duty to explain to you * 
ſentiments on that ſubject. 

The original capital for carrying on his trads 
being twenty-four lack, which is ſpeedily to be in- 
creaſed to thirty-two, and the falt being to be diſpo- 
ſed of at ſo many different and diſtant parts of the 
country, gives me room for boundleſs expence ; 
an aſtoniſhing number of boats muſt be provided; 
and kept in conſtant repair, and armies of oped 
muſt be maintained to protect them, as well as the 
agents at the ſeveral places of reſidence. Theſe _ 
ſeapoys under the ſanction of their maſter's names, 
will lay the whole country under contribution 
wherever they go; remonſtrances and complaints 
without number, will be made by the country go- 
vernment, and the revenues in which you are more 
immediately affected, will fall ſhort : theſe agents, 
beſides drawing five per cent. upon the net ſales, 
will build elegant houfes for their convenience, and 
Lverily believe, that 1 50,000. will ſcarcely defray 
the extraordinary, and in my opinion, uſeleſs ex- 
pence, by confining the ſale of ſalt to Calcutta, 
D-cca, and two or three other principal places 
where the ſalt is produced; all theſe inconvenien- 
cis will be remedied z the company will receive as 
much, as well as the proprietors do upon the pre- 
ſent plan; the immoderate charges of agents, boat- , 
men, houſes, boats, and ſeapoys, will be ſaved ; the 
capital need be but half of what it is now, and con- 
ſequently the intereſt of a large ſum of money 
will not be laviſhed. But what weighs more with 
me than all the arguments hitherto advanced is, 
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5 the» we ſhall avoid the odious 3 of mong- 
ly : thouſands: of the natives will have pro. 
ont of this article, by purchaſing it at two or 
three places only, and diſpoſing of it afterwards all 
over the country: for we propoſe that no European 
| e ſhall have wy further concern in it, Kc. 


Cory of the Imperial Mandate, 7 


| Fo all governors, officers ad managers of our 
affairs, &c. in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar 
a mts Hogley, & c. 


In conſequence of 2 decree of * moſt ſacred 
and imperial 1 10 Shah, deceaſed, and former 
gran the Engliſh company are exempred from 
l cuſtoms in all parts of our dominions, except 
the port of Surat, pay annually into the imperial 
treaſury at Hughley 3000 rupees, as a tribute in 
neu of cuſtoms, and hope that according to former | 
grants, our royal mandate will be eee to 
them. 
Our abſolute: and high command is paſſed, that 
you knowing well whatever goods and: 'merchan- 
dlize their agents may bring into, or carry-out from 
the ports, 'borders and quarters of thoſe provinces, 
either by lapd or by water, be exempt from duties, 
ſhall leave them to buy and ſell ar their free liber- 
ty, ſhall annually receive the eſtabliſhed tribute, 
aud upon no other account impede or interrupt 
them. NN if any where the leaſt article 
ects ſhall be made away with, you are 
to uſe all diligence in the recovery thereof z and 
thall deliver over yo thieves to condign puniſp- 
F r ment, 
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ment, and and the goods to the proper owner : fot 
then where ſoevet they may ſet up a factory, and 
buy and ſell goods and — you are fo 
afford them help and ſupport in all matters of con- 
tract, and with all juſtice and fairneſs, cauſe to be 
repaid unto their agents whatever demands they 
may have upod any nierchant, weaver; or an ay 
other perfor! ; and you are to allow no one to m 
leſt their agents; or ſhall you ſtop boats hired by 
them, or of their own property, _ lett or any 
other account whatever.” 

They allo repreſented to our moſt ſatred and-ex- 
cellent bby as follows: 
. _ __ provinces the petty officers inſiſted upon 
the ori rant and atteſtation under ſeal of the 
Nadrhin Dewan of the province; but tranſ- 
mitting the 2 oliginal grant into all parts being diffi- 
cult; they hope that accordingly. credit may be 
given to copies under ſeal of a magiſtrate, and the 
original-grant not be demanded, not they inter- 
fupted for want of an atteſtation from the Nazim 
and Dewan. 

Moreover; that in Calcutta the company have 
a factory : that the right of holding eren, Sa- 
talute; Gobindpoor, &c. which they bought of 
the zemindars, have been 4 long time e over 
to them; that they pay annually, as a tax for it 
1195 rupees; fix annas; alſo; that there are thirty 
three villages at the taxation of 8 121 rupees. eight 
annals, pertaining to the ſaid diſtrĩcts; they ins 
treat that the right of holding the ſaid diſtticts be 
granted to them, the tax for which en pay an- 
nually into the royal treaſury “ 1: 
They farther entreat as follow: 

From the reign of his moſt bounteous majeſty; 
Shah, deceaſed, in the provincial treaſuries, an ex- 
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3 been taken on their money coined at 
Cheanapatan; nom ſeeing that the ſilver of their 
ſuaid money is of equal ſineneſs with that of Surat, 

they our ſubjects though petitioners, ſuffer alas, 
and humbly beg that our imperial order may be 
poaſſed, chat they be not moleſted on account of the 
value of their coin, i in een er to that of 


= Surat and-other place.. 
* + Moreover, that if ng to the company! 8 . 


Hoy 8 them, ſhould make their eſcape from 


an of their ſettlements, they may be ſent back to 
the chief of their factory: alſo that they be not 
interrupted on account of the duties, or any other 
practices, from which the company's _ and 
ab ſuffer inconveniency.“ 

An order from the moſt high and dre 
Court has been paſſed to the following effect, from 
the 5th year of this bleſſed reign, of the filver 
coined at Cheanapatan ſhall in fineneſs be like unto 
the coin of the royal harbour of Surat, there ſhall be 
no diſcount required on the exchange. 

They have alſo repreſented, that in Bengal, 
Bahar and Orixa, the company. bave factories, and 
being defirous of creating ſactories in other places, 
' humbly beg, that whereſoe ver they may ſet-up a 
factory, forty. legahs of ground will be;granted: to 
them, from the lands of the empire; moreover 
their veſſels at ſundry times, through ſtorms of 
wind, are forced on ſhore on our potts, and are 
ſtranded, the governors of the ports injuriouſſy 
make prize of the cargo, and in divers places in- 
ſiſt upon a fourth part of it; farther in- the iſland 
f Bombay belonging to the Engliſh, the Euro- 
er coin is ee and m_ be Rruck. into ſiccas 

as 
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8s at Cheanapatan.. Yeare to protect theſe 
who hold factories in all parts of the empire, —4 
extend their traffic even into the imperial camp, 
with their effects and veſſels ſtranded or Auna 
and ſupply them with all things neceſſar. 
Ia the iſland of Bombay ficcas ſhall be ſtruck, 
Jar” be current in like manner as the ficcas in 
other parts of the kingdom of equal fineneſs with 
the coin current in our happy ens ſhall Log: for 
equal value. 

The company have of late years mes of 
the real grievances and clogs'to the fair trader; 
theſe removed, every merchant would chearfully 
ſubmit to the moderate duties they had directed to 
be levied. The hardſhips they meant, were the 
groſs and iniquitous abuſes that ſprung from the 
power of duſtucks, they being confined to their 
covenant ſervants, trade had been ſubjected to very 
heavy impoſitions; the chiefs at ſubordinates, gain- 
ed full twenty per cent. upon the goods they pro- 
vided the private trader, and often excluſtwe of 
commiſſion: ſo that the merchant carried his goods 
to market at an advance, perhaps of 25 per cent. 
upon their value in Bengal: the black merchants 
applied to the junior ſervants, and for valuable 
conſiderations received their goods covered with 
their names: even a writer trades in this manner 
for many thouſands, when at the fame time he has 
no real credit for a hundred rupees : for the truth 
of theſe aſſertions (ſaid the directors) we need only 
appeal to yourſelves; this is the ſtream whence 
have flown numberleſs miſchiefs, perhaps the capi + 
tal cauſe of your late dreadtul misfortunes: to fet- 
ter — 9 is contrary to all good policy, and we 
believe 


believe Calcutta is the only colony where mani: 
factories are locked up from the merchant ; we 
therefore will have 4 reform in this important 
branch if the abuſes is evident; the expence of that 
firmaunt privilege for commerce is ruined by thoſe 
unfair practices; the merchant can bear no more, 
and fearful to ſpeak out, demurs to our juſt duties, 
and aſcribes his inability to remote cauſes, the go- 
verument annually defrauded. of immenſe duties, 
and even their ſubjects property covered by the 
company's name muſt ever look upon us as a vile; 
faithleſs people, ſtrangers to honour and gratitude : 
ſuch: are the conſequences of the abuſes of a privi- 
lege obtained at a vety heavy -expence; for our 
paruculat advantage; In the regulating of this 
branch, we wiſh. to maintain a reſpectable charac- 
ter, ſecure the government from being injured; and 
preſerve. to the fair trader ſuch freedom and bene- 
fits as are common to all our other ſertlements; and 
which he certainly has a right to. It is not in our 
power to obviate all difficulties, we only point out 
the remedy. to fix trade upon an equitable. baſis. 
Perhaps the nabob may find it his intereſt to ſettle 

lor a certain annual ſum. upon the genetal trade, 
which will be forming the commercial duties deſ- 
cendant upon Calcutta. This ſcheme muſt, we 
apprehend, anſwer every good purpoſe ; it removes 
all cauſes of contention with the government; duſ- 
tucks will be -aboliſhed, the merchant will gladly 
employ, and chearfully allow our ſervants a reaſon- 
able commiſſion, and intereft for the proviſion of 
his goods; but if more than ſive per cent. com- 
miſſion is charged, upon complaint he is to be re- 
dreſſed, and the company will be reimburſed ” 
| '  annu2 
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nua! _ they may pay for forming the general 


duties, by an additional import of two or more 
r cent; on the goods brought down by Europeans, 
— a larger duty on what may be imported by the 
Indians; and if the amount ſhould exceed the an- 
nual ſum ſtipulated with the nabob, we are willing 
to add the furplus to our prefident's ſmall emolu- 
ments: if this plan ſhould take place, let vs view 
the trader's fitvation ; he is relieved from the pre- 
ſent exaction, from twenty to twenty-five per cent. 
He'will pay five per cent, commiſſion on his goods, 
two per cent, to the duties formed, and four per 
cent. cuſtoms ; and he will therefore export his 
goods from nine to fourteen per cent. advanta 
If you can form a better ſcheme adopt it; but re- 
cable at all events we ſhall expe& the duftucks 
are put upon ſuch a juſt footing, as to ſecure the 
government their duties, and enable the merchant 
to pay our cuſtoms. g 
The company's ſervants in beer to this-x 
ſaid, * Thar the directors had not been Lark 
informed ; that is, continually met with, at moſt of 
the ſubordinate ſettlements and aurungs, in pro- 
euring a ſufficiency of cloaths for the company's 
ioveſtment ; they alledged the abſolute impoffibili- 
ty ever to folfil their orders, as the gentlemen in 
the ſervice are forbid to make any purchaſes for 
themſelves, -until the quantity required for the 
company is ſecured ; the gentlemen at Calcutta are 
not permitted to ſend Gomaſtahs to purchaſe at the 
aurung's dependent on any of the ſubordinates, 
nor the gentlemen of any ſubordinate ro make pur- 
chafes at another. It is the ſame with the out àu- 
rungs, dependant on Calcutta; none of the gen- 


tlemen 
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 demen in the Comp Vs ſerviee are permitted ta 
ſend Gomaſtah's to any place where there is one 
. for the company, without giving 

notice to the committee of aurungs, and getting 

A letter from them to the company's gomaſtah; 
Who is to take care he does not interfere in any 

thing prejudicial to the company's inveſtments. 

Theſe reſtrictions are calculated to keep the reve- 

nues confined as much as poſſible to the company's 
ſentiments, which would fall extremely ſhort, as 

well as grow. continually dearer,. if the free-mer- 

chants had the privilege of duſtuck equally with 
the'company's ſervants ; the great number of pur. 

chafers at the aurungs muſt of courſe make the 

ö price of labour riſe; putchaſers alſo who hav- 
ing no dependence on the company, would not 
willingly ſubmit to any regulations we might 
make, nor think it juſt that any preference ſhould 
be given to the company; the trade would ſuffer 
ſo much by the number of competitors, that we 
think the effect of ſuch a change would be very 
difficult, and that inſtead of being à relief to 
trade, it would be a great hurt to the merchants 
in general, and to the intereſt of the company in 

8üüG (( rt ag tt bs Rae 

They excuſed themſelves far not endeavouring 
to obtain the nabob's acceptance of a certain year- 
ly ſum to be paid by the company, in lieu of the 
duties now collected by the government from the 
merchants of Calcutta; ſo. that all without diſ- 
tinction, might bave the privilege of duſtucks ; 
; but they believed, if they had found it ſo con- 
| ſiſtent with the company's intereſt to put the trade 
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peſo that footing, the nabob's aſſent could not have 


deen obtained ; fat from oppoſing the propoſal he 


Tſecemed. much alarmed, when the preſident at Mur- 
ſhadabad/'made it; ſenfible of the great detriment 
it would be to the revenues.of Hughley; which 
are made up chiefly of the cuſtoms upon goods go- 
ing to and from Calcutta 
The ſum to be paid to the nabob in lieu thereof, 
in caſe ſuch an agreement had taken place, would 
have been ſo conſiderable, that the duſtuck duty to 
be levied here for the company's reimburſement, 
muſt have been a very heavy addition to your other 
cuſtoms; nor is it to be doubted, but thoſe mer- 


chants who complain now of the preference given 


io the company's ſervants, in reſpe& of duſtucks, 


would have complained yet louder of this additio - 
nal duty. At that * goods made at Coffim- 
buzar yielded little or no profit here, while goods 
made at Decca and Luckypore did yield twenzy- 
fve or 4 per cent. Several of the gentlemen of 
the Decca factory, ſuffered much in their fortunes, 
by providing goods, from which they could not get 
their prime coſt ; this riſk the company's ſervants 

run: it is the fair chance of an open marker, 
which the free-merchants - for. the moſt part prefer. 
to contracts; and they have no more right to com- 

plain when the price in the market happens to be 
higher, than the ſeller; when it happens to be low, 
and they bring themſelves goods to ſell from fo- 
reign markets, they are not wanting in their en- 

deavours to ſell them for as high a price as they 
can. $5, 1051 1 V 
Such therefore have no juſt reaſon of complaint, 
33 they haye not endeavoured to contract with the 
Vor. III. 30 com- 
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A company's "HRP, bur tho who formerly tad 
5  "evoncerns under the governor and council in the 
Freight ſhips, had ſufficient grounds for complaints. 
It was à practice for each Wen e of the coun- 
Fil, to load ee eos MN * e 
$ every one at what price ht 

a 1 captain and ſuper-cargo, Wenig | 
wp er Porn and'couneil t provide their goods 
were obliged to take their concern in a cargo made 
up uſtbr that manner ; and no wonder the voyages 
turned out extremely ill, an unreafohable profit 
having deen made on the e before they left 


the 

"Hor i the goitthoren jointly concerned; received a 
different treatment ; ſuch goods as are bought 
at'mifket here, not having been contracted for be- 
fore, ate bought on the beſt” terms poffible, by 
"managers appointed out of the concerned, and no 
Profit of any fort charged upon them here: Such 
gods ate r from the aurungs by ourſelves, 
"or by dontract With the "gentlemen at the ſubordi- 
nates, are delivered at fo moderate a premium as 
barely to anſwer che intereſt and riſk of providing 
them, with a ſmall conſideration for the time and 

charges ſaved by means of the duſtuck. 
| IE ab of this indulgence, formerly too com- 
* Eice, was but a jeſt reproach. The re- 
| ich the company's ſervants ſhould have for 
—— reputation, ſhould have been fufficient to 
| make them alter ſo diſhonourable a praftice. Theſe 
| men, ftrangers to all ſentiments 5 jultice, mould 
have been held unwofthy the 442 any” * ſervice, 
and made'a ſevere example of. "The prefident's 


„ een more obſervant of the applica- 
| Vun 
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tlons made to them for duſtucks, and all the boats 
found: with Englich colours without a duſtuck, 
ſhould: haue been / ſeized, This impoſition has 
been often practiſed by Portugueze, Armenians, 


and the countey people-ro- defraud the government - 


aß their * and e eee, or 
knavery of: the Chowkeys ſucceeded frequently. 
5 The « company . meant by their 5e, che 
the nabob thould not be defrauded of his duties by 
an abuſe of the duſtuck, nor private traders op- 
pteſſed. At alt events, they inſiſted that the duf- 
tucks ſhould: be put upon ſuch a footing, as to ſecute 
the government their duties, and enable the mer- 
chants to pay the cultoms. 7 2 
In the diſtant parts of the provinces, ſomething 
was neceſſary to be eſtabliſhed to prevent the go- 
. maſtah's from being guilty of oppreſſions to the 
country people, By the firmaund and ather ſubſe- 
quent treaties, the company has @ right to trade in 
foreign and inland articles of trade. The govern: 
ment denying the company's fervants to trade in 
a few articles, is uſurpiag an authority, they for- 
merly were forbid to exert. By ſeveral regulations 
and orders concerning duſtucks, it plainly appeared 
the nabob's miniſters. only meant, the company's 
ſervants ſhquld not lower any black merchant's 
goods, or others that had not the privilege of a 
duſtuck.; and by that means defraud the govern- 
ment of the duties they would otherwiſe have col- 
lected on the ſaid merchant's goods, which in caſe 
of being detected, might bave been made a plea 
for ſtopping the company's buſineſs, and embroil- 
ing their affairs. 15 
Be EM The 


and anſwer tq the complaint, Which if appearing 


-% 
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_— Te ſobjecting the company's gomaſiah's wie 
 controul of the officers of the country government, 
| attended with the worſt of conſequetices, as it 
Pugiving up. one of their firmaund's privileges, 
Which muſt make them contemptible in the eyes of 
the natives, and be the means of depriving their 
gomalſlah's of the nnn oe * 
on the leaſt buſineſs 


In conſequence of che its calletiog a 
duty, on ſalt, to which for the molt - they bad 
acquieſced in. The nabob pleaded cuſtom and right, 


though the company's ſervants thought this de- 
Fand. an e of their mai. . 
Ses. 
In order to prevent the comma 9 goniaſtab' 
from making a bad uſe of their au hority, and in- 
juring and diminiſhing the company's revenues, or 
interferipg the leaſt in them, they were forbiden 
poluiyely. holding lands, villages,” &c. of the 
government, that no other matters ſhould ariſe 
but relatively to trade; that the party injured was 
= apply for redreſs to the chief of the neareſt Eng- 
liſn factory, who inveſted with authority ſufficient 
to make the gomaſtah complained againſt appear 


true will have the deſired effect, and no in the 
he committed by e am ſu · 
ture, | 
Mr, Vanſittare 8 treaty with Coſlim Ally 3 
having been diſapproved by ſeveral members of 
e — Mr. Hay ſtated the following reaſons 


. joining with * in paſſing * E on the 
preſident, ta” 2 


. r 1 


4 Thar by the treaty or written ſecurity that thy 
[ages paſſed to the nabob, the principal rights 
privileges of the Engliſh company, granted 


firmed and fully dane by the treaty with Se- 
rajah Dowlah and Meer Jaffier Kawn, and enjoyed 
ſince theſe treaties ' almoſt in full, ate given up 
without one ſingle advantage gained. the com- 

ny; but on the contrary,” the total of the 
Bngliſh credir and reputation in theſe provinces; 
which has been greatly declining theſe two years 


paſt, was the viſible conſequence of this agreement, 
to every one Who ſaw it and were the leaſt = 7 


quainted with the nature of the country 
The wiſeſt regulations and the moſt ſteady conduct 


of this board, will not be able to prevent the im- 
mediate bad effects of this ill concerted and unau- 

thorized proceeding of Mr. Vanſittart, as toe 
plainly appears from the letters received from the 
ſubordinates, and the general complaints of all our 


agents and gomaſtahs ; which ſhew there is almoſt 


every where a ſtop, to the great encumbrance on 
our bulineſs, and chat our omen 1 5 ' particularly 


De 


ill uſed and oppreſſed. 


In conſidering the arguments d againſt the 


preſent treaty entered into with the nabob by the 
a it is abſolutely neceſſary to the forming 


2 true judgment on the affair, that the unjuſt me- 


thods uſed in the country courts of juſtice, as well 
3 the methods practiſed by the country merchants, 


in conductin « e "lil — ſhould be continually t 


in your min St: x 


The impoſſibility of ——_ on buſineſs, when 


ſabjecded to the country courts, muſt appear 2 


je, * the King's firmaund from Dehly, con- 


* "_ —— — —— 2 Py a 
-— 
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40 every one; when it is conbdered that for all 


ums of money recovered on them you are obliged 


to pay beſides the expences of the court twenty-five 


f per cent, on the money reeoyered/; which, if the 


glſh do not ſubmit to pay, it will always be 


the intereſt of the Zemindars to decide againſt chem; 
; B is is one of the numberleſs grievances we ſhould 
, 


if ſubjected to their authority; the country 
merchants ate ſenſible of the impoſſibility of carty- 
ing on buſineſs - under ſuch: diſadvantages, and 
are therefore obliged to buy the protection of ſome 
perſon” of authority in the government, if their 


"own influence is not ſufficient ; which ſets them a. 


baye the teach of the lower zemindars of the 
country; protects them from the violence of all, 


and at the ſame time gives them a kind of judicial 


authority, ſo far as to confine the weavers and 
peaons, when they cannot recover their balances 


- from'them'atherwiſe, This was the-principal rea- 
Jon for the company's being at ſo great an expence 


in procuring their firmaund, which exempt the 
y from theſe inconveniencies, and likewiſe 


of the great \care that was taken to preſerve them 
in their full force by 'the treaties with Serajah 


. 


Dowlah and Meer Jaffer. - | 
The governor's argument in ſupport of this tranſ- 


zetion, is on a ſuppoſition, that the greateſt enor- 


mities have been and are committed by the Englith 
gomaſtah, throughout the country, to the great 
detriment of the nabob's revenues and government; 
bur this has not been the caſe, as plainly appears 
from the ſeveral complaints made'againſt them, 
being no further ſupported than by thẽ affertion 
of thoſe, whoſe intereſt it was to make RN 
C2 >. OF 


1 1% 


df that kind, as, ſome excuſe for their cov 
ment of What was demanded of them; when, if 
there was any foundation for. theſe complaints, it 
was ſo much in theit power, and, fo agreeable to 
the preſentgoyerament, and to the prefident, 
they ſhould be proved, that they could never bare | 
wanted means to have done it; and likewiſe, . | 
the aumberleſs o 2 that our gomaſtahs | 
people have ſuffered throughout the country for 
hs months paſt; for it is got to be conceived, 
that people treated in the manner they have e 
could baye it in their power to be guilty of thoſe 
extravaganc ies and enormities eee to them by 
Mr. Vagſittart. In the firſt article of his 5 — 
ſecurity with the nabob, he has giv ren up the ri 
which/ the company have by their firmaund and 
ſubſequent treaties of granting duſtucks,, except | 
for ſhip merchandize ; laid a tax of nine per, cent. 
on all * "traffick ; and in 2. manner. acknows» 
ledge, that the Engliſh do carry. on their trade by 
force.or violence, extortion, ar. unfair eau 
I think the board. could never have 3 bed 
themſelyes. for givi the company's 2 
in this manner z 3 — 2 courſe, Mr. Vanfnttart, 
unauthoriſed as py was, to enter into any. treaty, 
could have 2 8 f to do. 12 but el och it other- 
wiſe, how was it to be 2 be A. Rs huge 
were not mer 1 Van | 
5 a 1 ent — left that to. 1 
termined by. Ns whale inteteſt it was, thaf the 
ſhould. not be deemed ſuch, in GL to. the the ale 
of one per cent. On the trade, m one part 
the, country to another, it is inſinuated, that this 
1s leſs. than what has been uſually pai aid, we 115 | 
| "anlt- 


V oser- ſetting a privilege gran 
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Futter faid, that on all the trade of this Kin, 


8 that ke carried on in ſalt, he paid the countr 


duties; though upon er ulry it appeared, tha! 
of the- nne un es traded E. this way, 
only falt arid tobacco. have paid any, the former 


of which by By the moſt confidetable, did not 


Pay above three per cent. althou gb we ſubmitted 
8 pay the eſtabli ſhed country dunk es off the whole, 


Juſtead of trading duty free, which 1 think we 


have an undd right to do, loaded with a 


duty more than double what is paid by the Dutch, 
Armenians, or any people in the country; = 


By the ſecond article, contrary to the privileges, 


| the Erigliſh enjoyed by grants and treaties, them- 


ſelves and gomaſtahs were ſubje& to the juriſdic- 


tion of the meaneſt officer that the nabob employs, 


without the liberty of an appeal. By being de- 


| baredthe libe of making für. we are deprive! 


of a privi at eyery perſon, Europegns and 


others, in t country, have, but ourſelves the 


the rights bf coining in the different mints; 
ted from Dehly. 


The throwing the whole trade of Aſfam and 
Rangamally into the hands of one perſon was 4 


moncpoly moſt deſtructive to trade; and more 


icularly, if what Mr. Vanſittart advances be 
that the duty of cotton alone in that country, 
ing in a revenue of 40,000 rupees, which if you 


fuppoſed ar five per cent. muſtbe taiſed on $00,000 ũ 


rupees worth, which if they © monopolized, muſt 

atly raiſe the price of that article, and of courſe, 
the price of cloths. Upon the whole, the written 
ſecurit 2 be demanded of the nabob, and de- 
to prevent, in future times, when ov 
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afaits may not be in the flouriſhing fituation they 
are at preſent in Bengal, in regard to force, a bad 
uſe being made of it, for it is probable, the go- 
vernment would, in caſe of having the upper 
hand in the country make uſe of it to invalidate 
the privileges the Engliſh enjoy by their fir- 
maund. : Fo. 3 
A plan ſhould be laid down by the board to 
prevent any injuries being done by the Engliſh gos 
maſtahs, and for puniſhing thoſe that are guilty z 
which may be well done by a committee appointed 
for that purpoſe, who ſhould receive all complaints 
and appeals from ſubordinates or agents refiding 
with authority of the board in theſe quarters, and 
examine them; and, as it appears that great part, if | 
not the whole, of the troubles that have happened 
to the Engliſh and their gomaſtah's of late, are 
owing” to the orders ſent over the country by the 
nabob, a ſenior ſervant has been appointed to re- 
fide with the nabob, WhO ſhould be acquainted 
with all orders regarding the Engl in. 

Mr. aden chought the preſident's letter to 
the nabob; containing the new regulations he in- 
tended to eſtabliſh, was from its abject ſtyle, as 
well as conceſſions, highly diſhonourable to us, 
and ſuch as could not fail of "ruining our trade and 
influence, and reduce us lower than the Engliſh 
were at any period in this country; that the preſfi- 
dent without authority, ot any urgent neceſſity, re- 


ſigned to the nabob thoſe tights and privileges we \ 


are entitled to by the irmaund and ſubſequent trea- 
ties, and have hitherto enjoyed by virtue of them. 
Firſt, by diſtinguiſhing the company's trade from 
that of their fervants, and agreeing to an exorbi- 
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tagt duty of nine pet cent. on all articles of the in- 


land trade, without diſtinction or examination of 


What had uſually been paid on any of thoſe articles 
at the different ſubordinates, eſtabliſhing the rate 

upon that paid by the gentlemen of Lukypore, 
though expreſsly mentioned by them to be more 
than what was paid at Decca, and known to be a- 
bove the duty paid heretofore at Hughley ; and 
though ſalt was the only article in his own inland 
trade that the prefident remembers .t6 have ever 
paid any duty on or before this time, , Secondly, 
in ſubjecting the Engliſn and their gomaſtah's, un- 


der the authority of the Moors as courts of juſtica- 


ture, contrary to the privileges we have ever en- 


5 joyed of protecting thoſe employed under us, and 


ourſelves judges of their actions; the many ill con- 
ſequences of which, and the entire loſe of that cre- 
dit and pre- eminence we have ever maintained, is 
evident to every body, of which we have had am- 
ple proof of, ſince the circulation of the regula- 
tions, as appears from the complaints of every quar- 
ter of the abuſe of the power ſo eaſily put into 
their hands, by the noa of our trade, and at- 
tacks openly made on thoſe entitled to our protec- | 
tion : thirdly, the probibiting at once, without 
reaſon, or even conſulting the board, the compa- 
ny's ſervants at the factories at Luckypore, Iſlena- 
bad, &c. from making ſalt works themſelves, 
which is a liberty not denied to any native of the 
country, and by which their fortunes have been 
and are endangered, as no time was allowed for 
collecting in my they had laid out, and the 
balance due, could only be recovered by receiving 
the ſalt from the Milongies they had . 


1 
The article ordering, without any limitation, 
that all purchaſes of lands may be made by any 


ſervants of our factories ſhould be refigned, was 
unjuſt and diſhonourable to us, as if our ſervants, 
where they paid the due demands to government, 


were not entitled to our protection. 


The article directing that the chiefs and ſervants 
of the factories, are not to hinder the weavers and 


| brokers of the government, has been conſidered as 


Mahomet Alyat, the decca aurungs. 


The foregoing the privilege we had of coini * 
in the mints of Patna and Decca, while no provi- 


fion was made for the currency of our ſiccas at 
thoſe places, without diſcount, was giving up 
what the company could demand of right; and 


ordering all purchaſes at Gualparah to be made 
entirely through the nabob's organ, was an in- 


fringement of our rights of a free trade in that 


quarter, and againſt the treaty with Jaffier Ally 


Cawn, by which we were freed from buying, even 
obliged to buy, by the intervention of Debolls. 
Therefore, the treaty ought to be recovered from 
the mabob, and deſtroyed, that ſo bad a precedent 

never be eſtabliſhed, and uſed againſt us. 
By virtue of the firmaund-and the treaties with 
Serajah Dowlah and Meer Jaffier Ally Cawn, the 
company and their ſervants have à right to, with- 
out any reſtriction or limitation, to trade in, and 
grant duſtucks for every article, whether for fo- 
reign or inland trade: our having been reſtricted 
by the power of the power of the ſubahs, before 
| the 


* 


wing a full power to the nabob's officers over 
hate and may turn to the ruin of the company's 
inveſtment, as appeared by the proceedings of 
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the revolution, from the full enjoyment- of thoſe 


rights, can never be urgetl as a good argument to 


invalidate them. When the company became 


werful enough to aſſert them, they were 


eſta, 


-Þliſhed as fully and elearly as could be exprefled 


the public treaties then concluded: and in ſun- 


nuds and duſtucks, afterwards iflued in conſe- 
quence, by Serajah Dowlah and Jaffier Ally Cawn, 


for the uninterrupted currency of our trade, 


thro' 


the indubitable authority of the duſtuek, wherever 
it was granted; and theſe. ſunnuds were not merely 
for ſuch quarters where the company had factories 


and aurungs, but comprehended, alſo all the di- 
Kant frontier provinces, where they had not the 


leaſt trade of any kind; and Jaffier Ally'Cawn de- 


clared, that he underſtood the treaty in this ſenſe; 


that wherever a company's duſtuck was granted, 
no duty could ever be demanded, If cuſtom, 
and what privileges we enjoyed under the Moor's 
1 before the revolution, are to be eſta- 

liſhed, as what only we have a right to trade in 
now, by virtue of our grants, firmaund, &c. there 
is ſcarce an article of the gruff trade, whether for 


export and conſumption at Calcutta, and 


other 
places in the kingdom, but we muſt give up; 


for it is known we could not profeſſedly in our 
names, trade in theſe articles, though willing 


to pay the duties and arbitrary exaction 
quired on ſuch occaſions ;. theſe various oth 


8 TC» 
er ar- 


. ticles of gruff, are no more particulariſed or ex- 
cted in any treaty, firmaund, &c, than the two 


articles of ſalt and tobacco, and have been ever 


| fince the treaty with Serajah Dowlah carri 


with the company's duſtuck, 


ed on 


We 
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© We have acquieſced in/paying duty on the fn. 
al 


ple article of falt, and paſſing it with the'Shau- 
bundaras, at Calcutta, Decca and Luckypore, 
ſhould net now weigh with us to continue it, when 
our rights are called in queſtion, and we are bound 
to ſupport them in their full extent; above all, 
as this article of the produce of the company's 
own lands, and as it makes a conſiderable branch 
of their revenue, ought as much as poſſible to be 
protected and encouraged, inſtead of being op- 
preſſed with new taxes, exceeding above double 
what has yet paid: as for the article of tobacco, 


no duſtuck from the goverment has ever been ta- 
ken, and the duty paid on it, has never been del 


manded till after its arrival at Decca; and at Coſ- 


ſimbuzar, the company's duſtucks have been al- 


ways granted, and never diſputed for this article, 


Therefore, the government have no right to de- 


mand-that, or any other duties where the duſtuck 
is granted; and this conceſſion ſhould continue on 
ſalt and tobacco, as it has been, for beetle nut, 
rice, opium, - ſugar, &c. articles conſumed in the 
country, -as well as exported. | N 
Thoſe European inhabitants, who by the com- 
pany's directions, are not entitled to duſtucks, 
ſhould not be exempted from duties; yet when 
theſe are diſcharged for the eaſe of trade, a paſſ- 
port or certificate from the preſident, might ac- 
company the ruane of the Budabundar. | 
The Enzliſh gomaſtahs in any part of the three 
rovinces, ſhould be ſubje& in no manner to the 
juriſdiction of the country government; they are 


not, in my opinion, more than their principals, to 


be aceountable to them, and never were; and no 
| ſtep 
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ſtep could have been taken more ſurely to ruin 
our trade, influence and reſpect in the coun- 
try, than acknowledging them our abſolute ma- 
ſters and judges. The company have ever been 
; eee their gomaſtahs, and thoſe of their 
ſervants; while we have ſubordinate factories, and 
a fixed government here, juſtice may always be 
had, when complaints are well gröunded, and can 
be proved by the government's dependapts ; nor 
need we be ſtartled with theſe laid before us, but 
from the ſubject, and exaggeration of moſt of 
them; conceive what a.ſtate of wretched depend- 
ance we ſhould fall into, were we liable to be cal- 
ted upon in every. ſuch abſurd complaint, pre- 
ferred to the country goverment. In theſe more 
diſtant quarters, where the company have not fac- 
tories, the trade is generally managed by gentle- 
men who have had the approbation of the board to 
up the country, and given ſecurity for their 
good behaviour; they may be preſumed now to 
be depended upon for determining equitably any 
diſputes about points of. trade, which is all they 
ſhould, or need have any connection with at 
any zemindar's court; an appeal may, neverthe- 
leſs, lie from them to the neareſt ſubordinate; and 
when ſuch ſuch perſons are publicly known in 
thoſe quarters, as under the protection, and acting 
with the permiſſion and authority of the board, to 
whom they are to be accountable, they may, 
without any new regulation or innovation, Carry 
on their trade to the ſatisfaction of the people, and 

' without any detriment to, or interfering with the 
collection of the revenues, | Mr 


| 


| pee 429, TEE. of 
Mr. Hiftiog's name appearing to the letter, pro- 
poſing the regulations which formed the tub- 
{tance of the preſident's letter to the nabob, it could 
not be expected of him to join in the harſh and un- 
merited cenſure paſſed upon them, by the members 
which then formed the board; he ar that time re- 
garded theſe regulations, not as a conceſſion of any 
new rights to the nabob, but a confirmation of 
thoſe which he held by the treaties in force; nor 
has any thing appeared fince to make him change 


that opinion.. 


His ſentiments upon the extent of the duſtuck 
and the privileges of the company's gomaſtahs, he 
folly explained, obſerving that the ſettling the du- 
ties on the inland trade at nine per cent. the gover - 
nor only fixed the trade, which was before variably 
levied, with continual difputes, to the great detri- 
ment of the fair trader; and in this he acted in 
ſtrict conformity to the plain and literal inſtructions 
of the board 3+ whatever ſenſe they were intended 
to CONVEY! 01541134: PHI * 
The preſident ſo fully explained the motives and 
rcaſons for ſuch a tranſaction, that they need not 
to be repeated: upon the whole, the regulations in 
queſtion, were calculated in the beſt manner to put 
our trade upon a proper footing, to diſtinguiſh our 
rights from thoſe of the nabob, to preſerve the 
Engliſh name from reproach, and the affairs of. 
the company from ſuffering by continual diſputes 
and contentions, in which they had no concern. 

To underſtand the meaning of any treaty, where 
the expreſſions are doubtful and defective, recourſe 
ſhould be had to the circumſtances of the parties 
concerned, at the time in which they were made ; 


regard- 


„ 
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t | 
mrad the firmaund in this light, we ſhall mat 
no ſcrup to pronounce, that the company could 
not, where they obtained that grant trom the court 
of Dehly, underſtand it to extend beyond their 
own trade, or include privileges of which they 
could not make any uſe; and which they never 
dreamt of. | | a 
The commerce on imports and exports ever 
bounded, as of neceſſity it muſt, their concerns in 
- this country, for the encouragement of a trade be- 
neficial ro the government and its revenues; the 
court at that time in its floyriſhing ſtate, and ſup- 
ported by wiſe and able miniſters, indulged the 
company. with the freedom which they petitioned 

r from duties ; that the trade in ſuch commodities 
as were produced and fold in the country, was en- 
tirely confined to the natives; they were either for- 
med, or where they were conſiderable enough to 
make an article in the public revenues, or circula- 
ted through the province by the. poorer ſort of peo- 
ple, to whom, whilſt they afforded a ſubſiſtence, 
they at the ſame time added to the income of the 
ſtate, by the duties gathered upon them: let us 
ſuppoſe the company's agents had petitioned for the 
liberty of trading in theſe articles, without paying 
duties; can it be conceived, that the government 
could have been ſo blind to its own intereſt, às to 
have given a privilege to ftrangers, which would 
have enabled them to monopolize the whole trade 
of the country, to impoveriſh the natural ſubjects, 
and exhauſt the country 25 wealth, without 
making any adequate return for it ? the privileges 
therefore . 


by the company, and 32 805 
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the govetnmerit, were originally deſigned by 
bt, tor fuch a trade ou as was carried on by 


the former, that is, in goods 
try, or purchaſed in it for exportation; in effect, it 
was ever limited to that; nor cannot be proved, 
that the duſtuck was ever allowed to pals for any 
other from the firſt engagement of this grant, until 
the death of Serajah Dowlah : the company in their 

ſanding orders before that time, prohibited their, 


ſervants from meddling with what we now term 


inland trade, and name it illicit; not can any dif- 
ference of power convey to us a right from former 


treaties, which we confeſſedly wanted before, though) 


ſince the reſtoration of the company's privileges we 


have by degrees dealt in the inland trade, yet it 


was alway with a tacit acknowledgment of the 
nvalidity of our duſtucks for that trade, having 
generally paid the government a duty thereon ; and 
when it was attempted without, it has conſtantly 
been the ſubje& of complaints and oppoſition of 
the nabob's officers, 3 „ 

It has been objected that we ſhould not be too 
rigorous in calling in queſtion our own privileges; 
but where the ſenſe of a treaty is not ſufficiently 
clear, interpret it in ſuch a manner as may tend to 


our own advantage, leaving to others to difpute it; 


and that therefore as the firmaund gives us a gene- 
ral right to trade, duty-free, without mentioning 
any exceptions, we ſhould infiſt on a free trade in 
every thing without limitation, If this principle 
is juſt at all, it can only be ſo where the points 
conteſted for are of real importance; but where 
they are either trivial in themſelves, or have a per- 
nicious tendeney, it muſt be an abſurdity to inſiſt 
upon them, We muſt diſtinguiſh between the in- 
Vor. II. 30 tereſt 
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rought into the coun- 


8 „ 
tereſt of the company and that of individuals, 
which have been too much confounded ; that the 
company will not ſuffer by a reſtriction of the 
duſtuck to foreign merchandize is manifeſt, ſince, 
with that reſtriction, it will anſwer every purpoſe 
for which they want it. Beſides the odium which 
a monopoly ſo injurious to the natural rights of the 
- country-merchants, muſt unavoidably caſt upon 
the Engliſh name, and the perpetual jealouſies 
which from experience, we know it to be attended 
with prove that this privilege is in effect highly 
| prejudicial to the real intereſt, as well as honour to 
the company. As they have been pleaſed to per- 
mit their ſervants to ſhare with them the benefit of 
the duſtuck, they may - ſurely content themſelves 
with the enjoyment of that privilege, within the 
fame bounds to which the company is limited. To 
attempt to extend it beyond that, and for the ſake 
of our own private advantage, to make this a point 
of conteſt with the power in alliance with the com- 
pany, is both a violation of juſtice and a breach of 
the duty which we owe to our employers... 
+ 'We can claim no right from the fir maun, nor of 
courſe. the ſubſequent treaties, which were but in- 
tended as copies of that; in the articles regarding 
our commerce to an exemption from duties on any 
but foreign trade, that is, in goods imported or 
carried out of the country. Duties ought to be 
paid to the country government, on ſalt, beetle. 
nut and other articles, which are produced and fold | 
in the country; and of courſe the duſtuck ovght 
not to be given for thoſe articles, but that they paſs 
with a certificate from the officers of the cuſtoms in 
the ſame manner with the goods belonging to other 


| merchants. Whether we trade in falt with the | 
; 15 com- 


but ſuch gay as the firmaun 
> 
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compar 2 duſtuck, or as other merchants, without 
them, the duſtuck is a ſufficient diſtinction in the 
firſt caſe, and the latter requires none, 3 
The Engliſh gomaſtahs, in eyery part of the 
three provinces, whether in the diſtricts of the na- 
bob or the company, ſhould be ſubject to the ma- 
iſtrate; but with this diſtinction, to be obſerved 
Pete private gomaſtahs and thoſe of the com- 
pany; that the former ſhould be equally accounta- 


ple to the magiſtrate for any miſdemeanor, with any, 


one of the nabob's ſubjects, that ſhould at any 
time reſide/in the territories of the company, nor 
enjoy any adyantages above any other merchants, 
gives them, viz. that 
their goods thall paſs duty-free, wherever they have 
the protection of the duſtuck ; the magiſtrate ſhall 
not oppoſe but affiſt them, in the recovery of their 


Juſt debts, nor ſuffer any one to injure and oppreſs 


them; but as the company's gomaſtahs have a 
weightier charge, and are none of them fituated at 
ſuch a diſtance from the company's factories, but 
that complaints againſt them may be both eafily 
heard and ſpeedily redreſſed, it ſhould be only per- 
mitted to the magiſtrate to oppoſe them in the ac- 
tual commiſſion of any violence, or the aſſumption 
of any right not belonging to them, but in any 
diſputes with their immediate dependants, ſuch as 
the weavers, pykers, or debolls in their fervice, he 
ſhall not interfere otherwiſe than by aſſiſting them 
in carrying their complaints to--the preſidency, or 
the factories to which the gomaſtah's belong for re- 
dreſs ; but the gomaſtah ſhall not therefore protect 


his own dependants for any lawful claims of the go- 


| vernment, 


vernment, nor their perſons from juſtice in any cri- 
ene , ,,,, TL 4c: os. errors 
This ſeems to be the only equitable method for 
preventing any miſbehaviour in the company's ſer- 
--yants, or diſputes between them and the country 
powers. If the magiſtrate at any time ſhould abuſe 
bis ee the nabob ſhould be required upon 
Proof to diſmiſs him from his office, or inflict any 


other puniſhment ſuitable to the degree of the of- _ 
fence. If this juſtice, ſo eſſential to the nabob'; - 


own intereſt, and tranquility of the country be re- 
fuſed, or from the diſtance of his refidence cannot 
be timely obtained, we have always the means in 
our power, when ſuch extraordinary occafions may 
demand ir to vindicate our right, and call the in- 
fringers of it to juſtice. N 
From the peculiarity of the times, and a natural 
propenſity in the weaker part of mankind, to run 
from one extreme to another, it has unfortunately hap- 
pened, that the power ſuddenly placed in the hands of 
the nabob's officer's, for the protection of his people, 
bas been fo extravagantly abuſed, as to give occa- 
fion to a perſuaſion in many, that no power can with 
ſafety be truſted in their hands. Thoſe of the 
company's ſervants who have lived amongſt the 
country people in an inferior ſtation, and at a time 
when they were ſubject to the moſt flaviſh depen- 
dence in the government, always met with the 
greateſt indulgence, and even reſpect from the ze. 
mindars and other officers ; can with the greateſt 
confidence deny the -juſtice of this opinion ; and 
add further from repeated experience, that if the 
company's ſervants, inſtead of creating themſelves 
into lords and oppreſſors pf the country, had Fn 
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ped themſelyes to an honeſt and fair trade, and 
ſubmitted to the lawful authority of the goyern- 
ment, they would haxe been every where courted 
and reſpected, and the Engliſn name inſtead of 
having become a reproach, would have been uni- 
yerſally revered, ; the country would reap a bene- 
fit from our commerce, and the power of the Eng- 
liſh, inſtead of being made a bugbear. to frighten 
the poor inhabitants into a ſubmiſſion to injury and 
oppreſſion, would have been regarded by them as 
the greateſt bleſſing and protection. l 
It is as impoſſible for any ſtate to ſubſiſt with a 
divided power, as with none. The company's ſer- 
yants are as likely at leaſt, to make an ill uſe of 
their power as the nabob's officers, but are not ſo 
eafily to. be reſtrained. In whoſe hands therefore 
can it be ſo properly lodged as in thoſe of the go- 
vernment to whom it properly belongs? to take 
from them that right, which the company's ſer- 
vants ſhould ever ſuffer to be conteſted in their own 
diſtricts, will introduce oppreſſion, rapine and an- 
archy, into the country which they are engaged to 
protect; and whatever temporary advantages in- 
dividuals may gain from ſuch a ſcene of troubles, 
the affairs of the company muſt infallibly ſuffer by 
it, if not be involved in one common ruin with 
the country. | 
That this conſequence may not appear too 
forcibly drawn, it has been obſerved, that the wiſeſt 
and moſt permanent ſtates have ever left it to con- 
quered nations, the exerciſe of their own laws and 
by that means inſured their ſubjection. The power 
which the company has acquired in theſe provinces 
has reduced them into a condition as nearly reſem- 


bling 
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pling a conqueſt, as it is for their own intereſt tg 
- -with it; but as they take fo ungenerous as well as 
* Impolitic advantage of their weakneſs, as to put j 
in the power of every banyan who calls himſelf an 
Epgliſh ſervant, to tyrannize- over the inhabitants 
without controul, this is not only to deprive them 

of their own laws, but to deny them even the be- 
nefir of any. PP 
Mr. Cartier gives us his opinion, that the preſi. 
dent's letter to the nabob was in every reſpect im- 
proper, and naturally intended, for the conceffions 
contained therein, to bring upon the Engliſh name 


. 
a 


diſeredit and real diſgrace ; the late violences and 


outrages committed by the natives, are a certain 
argument of its impropriety, and which were clear- 
ly foreſeen the very inſtant the ſaid letter was 
made public. The hope given them of being con- 
ſtituted judges and arbitrators' of all diſputes that 
might happen in the intercourſe of our buſineſs, 
gave cauſe to the many inconveniencies and tyran- 
ny, that we have lately ſuffered : the ſubjecting us 
to ſuch a controul would have effectually deſtroyed 
our influence and reputation in the, country, and 
would unavoidably have led us from the manifold 
oppreſſions we muſt haye fell under by ſuch regu- 
lations taking place, to the neceſſity of taking up 
arms for the redreſs of theſe grievances; every mem- 
ber of this colony muſt have fell by fo arbitrary 
a juriſdiction: as it is, the evil has ſpead wide, and 
has acquired ſuch ſtrength that no other methods, 
I doubr, but forcible ones would' have been able 
to remove it. The members of the board did not 
intend giving a direct conſent to the prefidents en- 
tering into a treaty with the nabob on points ſo 

| very 
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vet iatereltiag, 10 tbe company's privileges, of 
did they imagine ſuch a ſtep was any ways neceſs 


ſary ; the ſaid regulations previous to the aſſent or jp 
diſapprobation of the board, were made known 


to the nabob, and the ſame ordered by him to his 
different officers, to be carried into execution, bes 
fore ſuch agreement could. have the concurrence 
of the ſevetal members of the council. Such re- 
gulations were in no reſpect agreeable to the tenor 
and ſpirit of our firmaund, and the ſubſequent 
treaties entered with the nabobs Serajah Dowlah 
and Meer Jaffier, but would have been the means 
of confining theſe privileges into much narrower 
bounds than the grants and treaties were intended 
to reſtain us in. | | 

On the true extent and meaning of the firmaun 
and allſubſequent treaties, Mr. Cartier thinks, that 
by the privileges inveſted in us by our firma und, 
that trade is under no limitation whatever, either 
in foreign or inland commodities. The want of 
power to aſſert formerly the immunities of the 


firmaund, cannot be conſtrued to an abſolute and 


entire deprivation of them; this reaſon now no 
longer exiſting, we ought to exert our privileges 
to their fulleſt extent and ' latitude, nor ſubmit to 


the capricious conduct and encroaching behaviour 
of the country government. | 


On the trade of ſalt and tobacco, no objection 
could be had to the payment of an equitable duty, 


more particularly as we have hitherto, both at the 


prefidency and the factories of Decca and Luckypore, 
ſubmitted to pay on one or both of theſe articles; 
but let that be fixed at a medium of what has been 
paid at the different ſettle ments, and farther more 

5 to 
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to be conſidered as a conceſſion made the nibob, 
and not claimed as a right paid us at times which 
cuſtom has eſtabliſhed, and not to be confirmed by 
any treaty. N Sr ugke 151 85 Fw 
It is allowed, that the trade in ſalt and tobacco, is 
in every reſpe& agreeable to our firmaund pri- 
vileges ; there is no reaſon why a-duſtuck ſhould 
not be granted for thoſe articles as well as for all 
others; though at the ſame time, as à duty may 
probably be laid on theſe two articles, they ſhould 
be accompanied with the huxbandar's receipt to 
aſcertain that'the full duties have been paid, and 
that-nothing farther is to be demanded on any 
account. „ . 
As certificates have been granted indiſcriminately 
to the company's ſervants as well as to the inha- 
bitants of Calcutta, the ſame ſhould be continued 
to the latter, on their application to the preſident, 
on producing the buxbandar's receipt for duties 
paid; though at the ſame time the 0 ſtipulated 
and agreed upon to be levied on theſe branches of 
trade, the properties of company's ſervants, ſhould 
ſerve, as no regulations for what may be demanded 
from them. . 
The nature of government in every part of In- 
doſtan being in all reſpects oppreſſive and venal, 
and the deciſions of all cauſes depending more on 
the ability of the parties engaged in bribing their 
judges, than the legality of them, it can ſcarcely be 
thought even equitable that the ſervants and go- 
maſtah's employed by the company, ſhauld on any 
complaint or miſdemeanour be ſubject to their de- 
termination. p 
n t 
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It is likewiſe a known truth, that in every diſ- 
pute concerning property and money matters, a 
fourth part is appropriated for the ſervice of the 
government and officers. This probably might not 
be infiſted upon from the company's ſervants, 
though the other party being ſubjecłed to the eſta- 
bliſhed cuſtom of the country, ſhews what a ſu- 
perior influence would be acquired on that fide-; - 
but even independent of this cuſtom, and ſhould 
it not be expected or demanded from either party, 
yet the integrity of the propoſed judges as fo little 
allowed of, that it would be the higheſt abſurdity 
to expect it, or even to ſubmit in their having the 
leaſt power or authority over the company's ſer- 
vants : ſhould this even be permitted, it will not 
be preſumption to declare that we may then begin 
to date the commencement of our declining influ- 
ence in the country, and would moſt certainly be 
productive of continual broils, ſhould we have ſpi- 
rit ſufficiently remaining to reſent the injuſtice and 
indignities we muſt in ſuch a fituation be expoſed 
to, . | 
Though it is improper to allow the officers of 
the government any kind of controul over the 
company's gomaſtah's, yet their actions ſhould not 
be uncontrouble, Let the perſon injured, if not 
employed by the company, lay the complaint be- 
fore the magiſtrate of the diſtrict he is in, to be by 
him forwarded with the complaint to the prefident 
or chiefs, and council, of the different factories near 
the diftrict where the complaint comes from; 
where the gomaſtah ſo complained againſt ſhall be 
ordered down to juſtify himfelf as to the accuſation 
lodged againſt him; ſhould complaints ariſe in 
Vol. III. 3 R parts 
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parts diſtant from either the preſideney or the 
factories, a confidence might be repoſed in the 
.gentlemen employed as our agents in thoſe parts, 
as they are men of character, and their appoint- 
ments have been approved by the members of the 
board, and each depended upon to ſettle the com- 
plaints brought againſt their gomaſtah's. It is ne- 
ceſſary, that the 22 ſhould judge of all diſ- 
putes in which their ſervants may be concerned; 
moſt true it is, it has not the moſt equitable ap- 
pearance; but every gentleman muſt be convinced 
how highly eſſential ſuch a privilege is for the 
ſupporting their influence and avoiding chicanery 
and perplexities of a Mooriſh court; a power ſo 
| lodged in their hands is liable to leſs abuſes, and 
. mameay be exerciſed with the ſtricteſt impartiality, 
Y notwithſtanding they are parties in the decifion of 
the cauſe. - ; 
The firſt part of Mr. Vanſittart's letter to the 
nabob, contained the agreement for the company's 
ſervants paying a duty of nine per cent. on all arti- 
| cles for inland trade. The firmaun and ſubſequent 
38 treaties were certainly. the only goods that could 

| enable them to form a proper judgment on this 
ſubje& ; and they gave them an undoubted right | 
to trade, duty- free, in all commodities whatever, 
either from foreign or igland trade, upon confide- 
ration of paying annually a ſum ſtipulated in lieu 
thereof. It follows of courſe, that the prefident 
had entered into an agreement, which evidently 
3 deprived them of one of the greateſt advantages 
| they had gained thereby, on the bare ſuppoſition 
that it would be approved by: the.other members 


of the board; however, as the nabob's 1 
| | "In 


| | ; . \ 
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muſt. have ſuffered, ſhould the company's ſervants 
carry on a commerce of every kind, without pay- 
ing any duties, ſome., reaſonable compenſation 
ſhould have been made him for the privilege of the 
inland trade; he ſhould at the ſame time have been 
made ſenſible that he was by no means entitled 
thereto, and that it was entirely a mark of favour. 
- Ir is well known, that the agents or gomaſtahs 
cannot confine themſelves within the limits of the 
authority. with which they are inveſted. The many 
daring outrages and oppreſſions which have been 
committed by the nabob's officers, ever ſince his 
orders for enforcing theſe regulations, were firſt 
iſſued, ſufficiently point out the impropriety of 
them. The prefident's letter might hercafter be 
uſed by his ſucceſſors, as a plea different from the 
purpole for which it was deligned, The company's 
duſtuck ſhould always be granted equally for the 
inland as well as the foreign trade, after it was ſet- 
tled, whether the company ſhould pay any, and 
what duty; this would have effectually cur off all 
ſubject of diſpute, by putting it out of the power 
of the officers to make any objection to the paſſage 
of the goods; and none but the company's ſervants 
ſhould have the prefident's paſſport for the ſalt, 


which may have paid the government duty at 


In regard to the diſputes that may happen be- 
tween the company's agents and the people of the 
country, the only plan for the determination of 
them, would be to oblige the perſon who may 
think himſelf aggrieved, to apply for redreſs to the 
neareſt faCtory, and if he is not- content with their 


deciſion 
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deciſion, the may appeal to the govertor and coun- 
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Mx. Batſon thought the prefident's letter to the 

nabob detrimental to the intereſt of the company, 
and the nation in general; becauſe by a forced and 
Stoundleſs explanation, it invalidated the privile- 
755 granted by the King's firmaun, confirmed by 
Such an explanation coming from the chief of the 
Engliſh, may give great advantage to the nabob's 
and to other European nations againſt us, in future 
ations, which we may happen to have with 

them. By this letter, alſo the advantage of coinin 

in the-mints of Patna and Decca was given up, nl 
the mint of Calcutta rendered of little or no ſer- 
vice; for by our being prohibited from uſing any 
authority aver the chiefs, the currency of rupees 
coined at Calcutta, will be ſtopped in moſt parts of 
the country; and this was the caſe of Coſſimbuzar 
and Murſhadabad. Theſe advantages which were 
fo ſtrenuouſly contended for many years together, 
were given up without any public conſideration : 
the ſaid letter alſo tended to deſtroy the national in- 
fluence in the country, and to bring us into con- 
tempt; becauſe. the form of addreſs and ſeveral ex- 
preſſions were unbecoming, ſubmiſſive and condeſ- 
cending; but chiefly becauſe it ſubmitted to the 
Engliſh agents, not excepting the company's ſacto- 
ries to the juriſdiction of the nabob's officers, which 
would immediately put a ſtop to great part of the 
private trade, and would furniſh the nabob with 
continual pretences for ſubjecting the company to 
the ſame oppreſſions which they underwent before 

the rupture with Serajah Dowlah, whenever he 
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ſhould 


ſhould think himſelf in a condition to proceed to 
ſuch lengths; therefore Mr. Batſon inſiſted with 


other members of the board on the nabob's fending 
back the original letter.. . 


By the firmaund and ſubſequent treaties, the 


company, and under them their ſervants, had a 
clear right to trade in every article whether for fo- 
reign or inland trade, which it is their duty to pre- 
ſerve entire and undifputed ; and indeed the oppo- 


ſne arguments, prove no- more than that the for- 
mer nabobs had the power and means of hindering 
us from enjoying che King's grant in it's full ex- 


ten. . x 
The company ſhould have acquieſced in paying 
the fame duty on ſalt and tobacco that had been 
paid ſince Meer Jafher's coming to the ſubah, but 
the fame ſhould not be agreed to by any public 
deed or writing. The ſalt trade being A. nite 


farmed by Cujah Vazeed, for an inconſiderable ſum, © 


could be no great advantage to the nabob's reve- 
nue; and by means of the monopoly he allowed 
the dealers at the firſt hand a very ſmall price, from 
25 to 30 rupees per 100 maunds ; but fince the 
Engliſh have had a part of the trade, the price of 
ſalt has riſen to 70 or 80 rupees per hundred 
maunds at the aurungs ; from whence it is clear, 
that from the Engliſh trading in this article, the 
nabob received benefit, and ſuffered no loſs'; his 
complaints on this head therefore did not proceed 
from any real grievance : duſtucks ſhould have 
been allowed to the company's ſervants. in future 
for ſuch articles, but no others. PE Wea | 

The committee of ſecrecy to enquire into the 


ſtate of the Eaſt India company, and for n | 
_ 


- 
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| Epen inſpect the books and aceounts of the 
id company; having made the report of what 


they found material, with reſpect to the profits 


Which the company derive from their. commerce, 
and from the territorial acquiſitions lately obtained 
in the Eaſt Indies, proceeded, in purſqgance of the 
arder of the houſe, to enquire further into the fi- 
tuation of the company's affairs, and particularly 
bow far the ſame may have been feed by the 

management of the company or their. ſervants ; 
and your committee thought, that among the 
many objects, that offered themſelves to their con- 
ſideration under this extenſive head of enquiry, 
the ſtate and management of the revenues, lately 
obtained in Bengal and Bahar, required their im- 
mediate attention, and your committee thought 
it / right to begin, by 5 into the nature 
of theſe revenues; and 5 or this purpoſe in- 
ſpected the books and correſpondence of the com- 
| Fab, and e Harry Verelſt, Eſq; 

late prefident of Fort William in Bengal, who 
had been employed for ſeveral. years in the col- 
lection of part of the ſaid revenues; your com- 
mittee find that the revenues, of which the com- 
pany, are at preſent poſſeſſed in the province of 
Bengal and Bahar, confiſts of rents of lands, duties 
and cuſtoms, farms of excluſive privileges, fines 
and forfeitures, and with reſpect to the rents of 
lands, which conſtitute the principal parts of the 
ſaid revenues, they find, that all the lands of the 
ſaid provinces are conſidered as belonging to the 
crown or ſovereign of the country, who claims a 


right to collect rents or revenues from all the ſaid | 


lands, except ſuch as are appropriated to 5 
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granted by different princes, are underſtood by 
thk general tenor of ſuch grants to be exempted 


There are, beſides, other lands, held | 
of diffetent kinds, which pay only a fixed annual 


acknowledgment or rents, and that in general 


much below the medium rate of rents in the 


which are grants from the nab ob or prince to in- 


mittee, that theſe jaghires and talooks vary in the 
nature of their tenute; the jaghires: being ſome- 
times to the grantees for life only, and ſome- 
times for the life of other perſons in the ſame 


ſcend to the heirs of the firſt grantees, than the 
jaghires. 05 01 e DTTC e 
And your committee find, that the rajas and 
zemindars have certain lands, perquiſities and al- 
lowances, which they hold by virtue of their 
offices for their ſupport; and your committee 


lands of the ſaid provinces, beſides thoſe held by 
grants in the manner above-mentioned, are paid 
in ſuch proportion, as is ſettled annually by the 
dewan with ſeveral. zemindars, farmers, or col- 
lectots, who rent or hold the ſaid lands; and 
your committee find, that the duties or cuſtom 
above-mentioned, are levied upon almoſt. ev 

article of life; and that they are collected either 
at chokies or cuſtom-houſes, or at the ganges or 
markets; and that the nabob and duan had the 


right 


from payment of any rents to the erer d 
grants 


provinces: theſe are called jaghires, which are 
grants from the crown to individuals, or talooks, 


dividuals; and Mt. Verelſt informed your com- 


family; but the talooks do more regularly de- 


find, that the rents ariſing from all the other 


K i 


tigtit of making ſuch: alterations in theſe duties, 
are as they thought And that the com- 
pany, ſince they have * poſſeſſed of the faid 
revenues, have likewiſe exercuſed the mee ak 
gar alterations therein. 
And your committee find, 45 the bins of 
iexclufive. privileges, which make a part of the 
ſaid revenues, are farms of privileges of exclufive 
trade; and it ee to your committee that the 
_ famedidexift the company became poſſeſſed 
of theſe revenues; and your committee finds that 
the ſines and forfeitaxes, which are ſtated as 
. Parts of the ſaid revenues, are fines and forfeitures 
for breaches of law, eriminal, eivil, or religious, 
of the ſaid country. 

Your committee proceeded next to inquire in 
. manner theſe revenues are collected; and 


they find, that the duan collects the ſame, by | 


leaſing them out, either to the rajah or zemindars, 
who are conſidered as having a fort of hereditary 


right, or at leaſt a right of preference to the leaſe 
of the revenues of the province, to which theß 


reſpectively belong; or other farmers under the 
names of Izodars and other appellations; or to 
officers appointed by government under the names 
of Fowzdars, Raumils and Fuffildars, with all whom 
the government make in general annual engage- 
ment for the revenues of the ſeveral diſtricts. 
And your committee having enquired, whether 
che company have ever diſmiſſed any of the rajors 
or zemindars of this provinces, they gd, that the 
company have taken into their hands the. revenues 
of the provinces of Burdwan and Nuddea, upon 


the _ of the faid provinces falling in atrear of 
rent 
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ny to the ſaid raj; 

And your committee ſind, that an annual rent 
roll of the ſaid provinces, called the Bundibus, is 
renewed and ſettled every year at a feſtival, called 
the poonah ; which is uſually held in the month of 
May, for Bengal, and in the month of September 
for Bahar : and your committee refer to the jour- 
nals of the 28th of April, 1767, when à rent-roll, 
or bundibus, for the province of Bengal, for the 
year 1765, was laid before the houſe, tb ſhew the. 
nature and form of this inſtrument; and they have 
added in the appendix of this report, a rent- 
roll, or bundibus, for the Province of Bahar, for 
the like purpoſes 

And your committe find; that in ſereliog the id 
tent-roll, the government firſt endeavours to treat 
for the revenues of each province, or dittrict, where 
there is a rajah or zemindar, with ſuch rajah or ze- 
mindar; and if the rajah or zemindar does not 
come to an agreement with goverment, an officer 
is appointed to ſuperintend the collections, which 
collections are made by ſuch officer in the names 
of the rajah or zemindar, and his own ; public or- 
ders being iſſued in their Joint names; and in di- 
ſtricts where there is no rajah or zemindar, they 
endeavour to treat with the preſent farmer ; and if 
ſoch farmer does not come to an agreement with 
government, the lands and revenues he holds, are, 
in ſuch caſe, let to ſome other farmer for the beſt. 
rent which can be procured or taken into the hands 
of government. 

And your committee find, that after the general. 
rent-roll is thus ſettled between the government 


| 18 | and 


8 „„ 
nnd the ſeveral rajahs, zemindars, farmers and o. 
Athers, under different names; theſe again make 
| their agreements with thoſe of leſſer degree, either 


with the ancient occupiers or tenants, called, ryortts, - 


or with new tenants. * And Mr. Verelſt informed 
_ your committee, that by the ancient rule of go- 
vernment, agreements with the ryotts for lands, 
which they and their families have held, were con- 
fidered as ſacred, and that they were not to be re- 
moved from their poſſeſſions, as long as they con- 
formed to the terms of their original contracts; but 
that this rule had not always been duly obſerved. 
And your committee having inquired whether 
the rajah, zemindar, farmer, or collector, have a 


right to lay any new duties, or augment the old 


ones, by their own authority: they find, that they 
have no ſuch right : it appeared, however, to your 
committee, by the evidence, of Peter Michell, 
Eſq; ſerretary to the Taid company, and of Samuel 
Wilkes, Eſq; examiner of India correſpondence, 
that the books and correſpondence of the company 
afford many inſtances of the country having been 
exceedingly diſtreſſed by additional taxes levied by 
the zemindar, farmer, or collector; but not fo 
much by the two former as by the latter, and Mr. 
Verelſt informed your committee, that he believed 
that the aforeſaid officers and collectors had levied 
new duties or augmented the old ones, by their own 
authority, in every part and corner of the coun- 


try; and that they did this much more, before the 


company was in poſſeſſion of the dewantiee, than 
fince ; and he added, that the government have a 
right to call upon them for every thing ſo col- 
lected: and that they have been called to an ac- 


count, 


Do 
® * 
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count, fac the company held the rr in 
ſeveral inſtances 42 7. 

Aad your committee find by the correſpondents : 
of the company, that the preſident and council at - 
Fort William, are endeavouring to aſcertain the 
amount of the muffuſul collections, or the revenues 
levied by the rajah, zemindar, or farmer, in the 
ſeveral diſtricts of Bengal, in order to fix the pro- 
fits of the ſaid rajah, zemindar, or farmer, at a 
ſtated and reaſonable ſum, to prevent in future 
undue charges in the collections, and to preſerve 
the ryott from oppreſſion 80 en eurer 
and arbitrary demands. 

Your committee proceeded next to nate into 
the produce of theſe revenues, and to enable the 
houſe to judge, whether the - ſame have- increaſed 
or diminiſhed, fince they have been in the handy 
of the company: your committee were deſirous of 
knowing, what had been the produce of the 
ſaid revenues, while the provinces where they are 
collected were under the antient government of the 
mogul or nabob; and having examined Mr. 
Michell and Mr. Wilkes, your committee were in- 
formed by them, that there is not to be found in 
the books or correſpondence of the company, any 
general ſtatement of the ſaid revenues, while thele 
provinces were, under the government before-men- 
tioned : but Mr. Verelſt informed your committee, 
that having cauſed the records of the government 
of Bengal at Muxadavad to be examined, he found 
Soja Khan, who was ſeated on the miſnud or 
throne in the year 1738, uſed his beſt endeavours 
to increaſe the revenues, and that the net revenues 
ariſing from the whole of that province, except 


from 
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gem be difiifts of Burdwan, Midnspore, Chit, 
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tagong, and the twenty-fopr Calcate 


were eee * d 
. 
. e 8 | 
Crown rent . 6,656,804 9 4 : 
A collection for hs expence 
of his own houſe - 2391,56 2 6 0 
Jaghire to the e of the. 
empire 3 1 r 110,238 8 3 r 
| Jaghire. to the duan 33 hi9 a 


A collection for the pay- 45 
ment $46 troops 180 com oo 
fon» | 241, 10g 0 43 
A colleaion for Ping, | 
marine expences ee + 11 2 
further. err any an 3 8 
| oog in garriſon | W , et 3-00 
321 8 — —— —bV — 
Sicca rupees 10,907,870 10 13 3 
Current rupeesat 2+ 3. each 12,663,129 12 11 0 
| — — — k — 


Or pounds ſterl. 14292477. 2 6 g 


During the reign of Suffirz Khan, the revenues 
of this country continued under the like regula: 
tions, and no alteration were made by him; but 
when Alliverdi Khan having killed his predeceſior, 
uſurped the government; he was compelled upan 
the Morattas invading Bengal, to the pay ment of a 


chout, one-fourth of the eſtimated original, crown 


revenue : the amount of this chout was agreed to 
- be. ficca rupees 1,104,262 6 7, for defraying of 
* an additional collection was made in * 
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the ptovinses; and this, with ſome further tanet 
for the expence, for building add other charges, ran 
- ſed the aforeſaid revenues in his time, to the amount” = 
of 13,282,960 2 179 1, or 1,933,426 pounds 
ſterling ; and the revenues côntinued in this ſtate 
until the foubahdary of Coſſim Ally Khan, Who 
was ſeated on the miſnud in the year 1760, when 
he laid an additional tax of one; and "rupees, 
450, 164 2 9, which deing added to the former 
revetives of 13,282,966 2 % 1, made the 
whole of theſe tevenues in his time amount t0 
13.733124 5 6 1, or, 1,792, % pounds ſterl.. 
Mr. Verelſt further informed your committee, 
that he had not matarials ſufficĩent to aſcertain the 
progreſſive raiſe in the revenues in the province of 
| Bahar, or in the diſtricts of Burdwan, Midnapore, 
of the Calcutta purgunnahs ; but he preſumes they. 
muſt-have” kept peace with thoſe of the other parts 
of the-country 7 the province of EAT per was 
conquered about the year 1665, by a regu ation 
Aurange be, and that the defence of it was for ſome | 
time a heavy expence to government; but the in- i 
 habitantsafterwards greatly increaſing and the lands = 
being improved by cultivation, the revenues ari- | 
ling from them aſſigned to ſeveral officers, com- 
manding their troops, for the defence of their coun- 
try on condition that they kept up a ſufficient force 
for that purpoſe ; the lands under their mana 
continuing afterwards to that purpoſe, ſo as they 
yield a fum conſiderable above the real charge of 
the force neceſſary for the defence of the province, 
the government claimed a ſhare-thereof, ſo that a- 
bout the year 1713, a crawa rent was fixed on thoſe 
lands amòunting to ſicca rupees 68,422, 10 74 in 
. |; | addi- 


1 $10 ? 4a 
addition to the revenues raiſed for the. defence of 
the province; which crown rents have. ſince been 
called the original rent, and on which every ſubſe. 
quent encreaſe has been calculated. Between the 
Fears 1713 and 1727, the rents of this province 

was raiſed four annus or one fourth part; from 
1727 to 1734, it was raiſed one fourth part more; 
and by ſeveral ſubſequent. augmentations, every 
rupee of original crown rent was encteaſed in the 
year 1739 70 4 13 104 rupees; and the ancient 
rent of rupees 68 422 10 74 was thereby raiſed 
to the ſum of 331, 529 1 15, beſides ſeveral other 
extraordinary. taxes- levied for the ſupport of g0- 
vernment under various pretences, 


Tour committee having thus obtained the beſt 


information they were able of the ancient ſtate of 
_ theſe: revenues, they proceeded next to enquire, 
what they had-produced finge the company be- 
came poſſeſſed of them; and for that purpoſe, hav- 
a. {nas for a ſtatement of the revenues of Ben- 
gal and Bahar, including the province of Burdwan, 
Midnapore, Chittagong, and twenty - four Calcuita 
purgunnahs, from the time the company became 
poſſeſſed of them reſpectively; the following ac- 
count was produced to your committee which the 
ſervants of the company informed them is as per- 
ect as can be produced from any account tran- 
{witted to the court of directors. 
The ſtate of the Bengal revenues, chewing the 
1 receipis and the charges of collections, &c. 
charges in each year, from the time the company 


became poſſeſſed of wo. of * revenues, is as 
ak i ; | 
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rn 157 FR to April 1759, — 537.238 
From 1736 to 1760 »Ditto 


"From 1760 to 1761 235.754 
From 1761 to 176222 163,888 
From 1762 to 1763 677,832 
From 1763 to 1764 633,199 
From 1764 to 1965 =- - 631,416 
From 1765 to 1766 - = - 606, 132 
From 1766 to 1767 - - — Dito. 
From 1767 to 19768 - 2,530,094 
From 1768 to 176g - - — 2,431,238 
From 1769 to 1770, - - - = 2,401,19t 
From 9001971 - = <1 - 2,118,294 


The riſe and fall of a revenue, as well as any. 
deviation from the agreements, made a riſe from 
two cauſes, the balances of proceeding years being 
brought into the current year, or remiſſions in the 
revenues on account of loſſes by draughts or exceſſive 
rains, as well as the miſconduct of the farmers, . 

It appears by the nabob's ſunnud granting to the 
company the twenty-four purgannah's that there 
was to be an annual payment to him for the 
king's rent of the ſum of rupees 222,958; it is ſup- 
poſed the above ſum, was on account of theſe 
rents preceeding the grant of them to lord Clive 
as a jaghire. 

The committee proceeded next to enquire into | 
the ſeveral payments, that have been made our 
of the ſaid revenues by virtue of any treaties or 
agreements entered into by the preſident and coun- 
eil of Calcutta, or the ſelect committee there, or 


by 10 onker made by 5 or by order of fe 
. court of directors in England. 
And the committee found, that 5 "articles of 
agreement between the king, Shah Allum, and "ol 
nabob Nodjum al Dow lab, Auguſt 19th, 1765, o 
which the company were made guarantees, a tri: 
bute of 26 lacks per annum, was agreed to be paid 
to the ſaid Shah Allum out of the Fas of Ben- 
gal, Bahar ind Orixa. And by a 89 
made with the aforefaid Nudjum al Dowlah . 
tember goth 1765, the annual ſtipend of 
3886 131-9, was agreed to be paid to the ſaid na- 
45 an adequate allowance for the ſupport of the 
nizamut. 
And 'by the a reement made between Syelf 
1 D6wlatr and the governor and council of Fort 
William. 1766, the annual ſtipend of 4,186,131 
was agreed to be paid ro the ſaid nabob for.t] : 
purpoſe above-mentioned. And by an agreement 
made March th? 1770, oe + 4 ſum of 
35,181,091 9, was agreed to be paid the 
HB 4 ka of Fort Willem, to the 3 77 
Maberakul Dowlah. 
And in 1571, it was ordered that te nabob's 
ſtipend ſhould © be reduced to 16 lacks of rupees 
per annum. during his minority; and by the order 
of the ſelect committee at Calcuita, dated Decem- 
ber 31ſt, 1766, and an allowance of 12 lacks of ru- 
| Rer per 3 7 ſettlecd upon the miniſtars, 
eza Kawn Dootub, and Shitabroy, to 
commence Wh 0 ez iſt of January, 1767, which 
allowance was afterwards ivided_ 1 a following 


tion. 
propor . 
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Beſides the above-mentioned allowances, lord 
Clive and the ſelect committee allotted Shiltabroy 
u monthly allowance of 25,000 rupees,” 

Mahomed Reza Kawn's falary was afterwards 
_ reduced from nine to five lacks. In conſequence 

of the evils ſuffered by the late famine in Bengal, 
the governor and ſelect committee, on the 26th of. 
May 1770, ordered 30 lacks of rupees ar leaſt to 
be ſtopped out of the rribute to the king, and the 
allowances to the nabobs and miniſters. 
la conſideration of the merit of the family of the 
Scars to the company, the governor and council of 
Fore: William agreed, that a claim of the Sears 10 
the amount of 2t lacks of rupees; lent to the late 
nabob Meer Jaffier, for the ſupport of his and the 
Engliſh army, ſhould be paid ia equal proportions 
by the company and nabob; at cettain ſtated pe- 
riods, within the courſe of ten years. Several other 
payments were made out of the revenues of the 
dewaninee; fince the company became poſſeſſed of 
them, on aceõðiht of reſtitution for private loſſes in 
the war with Coſſim Ally Kawn, and of donations 
to the army and navy for their ſervices on that oc- 
caſion. When the wat broke out with Coffim 
Ally Kawn, in the year 1763, and a reſolution 
was taken by the preſident and council of Fort 
William, to teftore Meet Jaffier to ih ſubahſhip, 
in conſequence of which, they entered into a tat y 
with him, by which he agreed to reimburſe to all 
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private perfons the amount of ſulh loſſes, as they 
might ſuſtain in their. trade in the country; and as 
he ſhould not be able to diſcharge this in teady mo- 
ney, to give aſſignment of lands for the ſame, and 
upon the ſame occaſion the ſaid Meer Jaffier promi- 
.;led a dopation/of 25 lacks of rupees to the army. 
Meer Jafßer gave to the commander of the fleet 
an engagement in writing for the payment of 
twelve lacks and a half of rupees to the navy; a 
large proportion of the reſtitution- money, and of 
the donation to the army was paid by Meer Jaffier, 
his ſucceſſor, while they were in poſſeſſion of the 
_- dewannee, but no part of the donation to the navy 
was paid by them. At a genetal court it was re- 
commended to the court of directors, to cauſe fo 
much of the donation to the navy, as could be re- 
covered, to be paid out of the arrears of the reve- 
nues due to the nabob of Bengal; and for ſo much 
as the ſaid arrears. ſhould fall ſhort of the amount 
of the ſaid donation, to be paid oùt of the com- 
Pany's dewannee, at ſuch reaſonable times as ſhall 
be moſt convenient to their affairs; and the court 
of. directors gave orders canformable to the ſaid re- 
ſolution, to the preſident and council at Fort Wil- 
_ liam, for the immediate payment out of the revenues 
of Bengal, Bahar and Orixa, of what remained un- 
paid of the reſtitution- money, to the ſeveral per- 
ſons to whom it was due, according to their claims, 
as admitted and liquidated by the committee. The 
balance unpaid to the claimants of the reſtitution- 
fund was ordered to be paid in Bengal, as ſoon as 
” 4 1 ſtate of the company's treaſury would permit. 
_ Thg preſident and coungil a had | 
CCC n 
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1 3 


— bills on the court of directors for one moiety. 
of -the navy donation, mhich--bills-appear by an 
account delivered into the committee to the amount 
of -76,0491. and they had agreed-to-give intereſt- 
lands to the navy agents at Fort William for the 
other moiety, and to give them bills on the court of 
directots, in exchange for the ſaid bonds, when 
. the treaſury at Fort William ſhould be open. | 
. . The preſident and council at Fort William paid ) 
on account of reſtitution for private loſſes on the 
12th day of May 1766, current rupees 348, 000, 
and to the army agent on account of the donati- 
ons, current "rupees 150,000, then 24,000 and 
laſtly current rupees- 145,632; being the balance 
of that account, the total amount of claims for reſti- 
tution allowed, was current rupees 5,568,000 and 
the balance remaining unpaid 1,533,818. 


* * 4 


The court of directors ordered that out of the (II | 
ſeveral deductions directed to be made from the al- 3 
lowance of the nabob, and the ſtipends to the mi- 
niſters, as was before ſtated, the ſums paid by the 

company to the army and navy on account of the 
donations debts due, and ſtipulated payments to in- 
dividuals, ſhould firſt be wholly- ſatisfied and reim- 
burſed to the company; and ſuch farther ſums as 
ſhould. ariſe from the ſaid reductions, ſhovld be 
applied from time to time to clear the balance un- 
paid to the claimants of the reſtitution tund, and 
alſo the donation of two lacks to colonel Monro, 
promiſed to him by Meer Jaffier, in conſideration 
of his having relinquiſhed a Feb in Bengal grant - 
ed to him by the king, at ſuch proportions as the 

reſpective claims may bear to each other, until the. 


vhole ſhall be diſcharged, 
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„And the committee having 
any jaghires had been granted out of 'theſe reve - 
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nues, ſince the company became poſſeſied of them, | 


they found that a jaghire had been granted to Dol. 
abram amounting to 13%, 500 rupses per annum 
pat af rwo pergunnahs were alſo granted. 
J.... 9 199 Ra, + TATE 7 SC OT IT $a gs 43 
e e en As n . | | l Rupees 
To Moneer zel Nowlah n value 6,649 
To Mr. R. Cawn, one jaghire „ ddiitto 16,064 
Jo ditto one other jaghire ditto 19,789 


And to ditto ons other jaghire dicto 24,234 


— 


Hb Wen 
It ap | 
granted by the king Shah Allum; and according 


to a letter of Mahomed Reza Cawn, to the noble 


preſident of Fort William, Mr. R. Cawn- fays, 
My lord you are pleaſed out of your favours to 


confet upon me à jaghire.“ And fince the com- 


pany became poſſeſſed of the ſaid revenues certain 


ſums have been paid out of them to the preſidents 
and other ſervants of the company in India, under 
the name of commiſſion. An allowance was or- 


dered to be made by the court of directors to 
their prefident, Mr. Vanſittart. and to the preſident 
for the time being, of a commiſſion of two and half 
per cent. to be deducted ſtom the net annual te- 
venue of their acquired territories, to be paid at 


the cloſe of every year. This allowance was af. 
terwards confirmed by the court of directors as a 
ſettled and invariable emolument to every gover - 
nor; and ſo long as Mr. Vanfittart was to continue 


in the government of Bengal, he was allewed a 
commiſtion of two and a · half pet cent. of all. ſuch 


revenues 


* 


ired whether 


peared that the jaghire- of Dab m Was 
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revenues. as have ot may rife out of the grants 
from Coſim ally Kawn, and the payment was to 
commeure with the ceſſion of thoſe countries ; ad 
ding chat this additional emolument was expressly 
to de under ſtood as a diſtinct reward due to the 
perſonal merit of the ſaid prefideht, Mr. Van- 
tittarr,; and was abſolutely to ceaſe upon his quit ing 
the government; it was not. to be claimed or any 
ways pretended to by their future governors, whoſe 


fixed emoluments, very handſome and extenſive, 


were to be confined to the orders and regulations of 
the-rgthiof March,” 1761, the ſum of 60001, per 
annum was allowed lord Clive, as prefident and 
governot, to be paid him monthly, and to com- 
mende upon his arrival in Bengal; which allowance 
together with one per cent. out of the 24 per cent. 
coinage duty, was to be in full conſideration 

for all his ſervices, both civil and military; and 
his lordſhip was conſequently to have no allowance 

whatever, by way of commiſſion or otherwiſe, out 


of the revenues from any of the territorial acqui- 


ſitions «whatſoever, In conſideration of lord Clive's' 


having relinquiſhed five ſhares to which he was en- 


titled in the capital ſtock of the ſociety of trade, as 
well as every other commercial benefit and advan- 


tage, they did aſſign to his lordſhip, as an equivalent 


for the ſame; a commiſſion of 1 Þ per cent upon the 


revenues of Bengal, and Bahar; agd as Mr. Verelſt 


was to have the charge of the government for ſe- 


veral months after his lordſhip's departure, the ſe- 
lect committee further reſolved, that Mr. Verelſt 


ſhould in like manner draw the commiſfion of 1 
upon the revenues of Bengal and Bahar, until he 


of 


- 


ſhould” have reſigned the government. The court” 
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desde tere that aa FOR 


(ent- commiſſion on the dewannee revenues, tet» 
ws by. the, governor and council on the preſident, 


for-relioquiſhiog-all- ſhare in the ſalt trade, ſhoul 
8 determine eee n . Grſt. 
September 1767. wn 
Fo the trade of 9 — was to he genbned 


the articles of export and import only, in which 
they would be greatly affected by the great de- 
mands for extending the company's inveſtments; 
and conſidering the great increaſe of bufiheſs in 
which their ſervants were negeſſariiy engaged, and 
which demanded the utmoſt care and Attention, they. = 
vVvere come to a reſolution to give them a reaſona- 
ble encouragement to exert themſelves: with zeal 
and alacrity in their ſeveral departmenis; but 


which they were to look upon as a free gift from 
the hands of their employers, offered to them an- 


nually ſo long as the pteſent revenue ſhould re- 
main with the company, and their behaviour 
ſhould continue to merit ſuch a reward; and they 
directed, that they ſhould draw out an annual ac- 
count of the ſum received from the dewannee, de- 
ducting thereout the ſtipulated. payment to the 
biog, and the allowance to the nabobs and mini- 
ſters; and alſo of the revenues of the provinces of 


Burdwag, Midnapore, Chittagong, and the Cal- 
cutta pergunnahs, from which were to be deducted 
Lord Chve's jaghire, and the ordinary charges 


of collection; and upon the amount ot the. ſaid 


net reyenues, they were thereby indulged to draw 


- commiſſion of 2 4 per cent, and that the ſum 


which ſhould be the produce of the ſaid a 4 per 
cent. was to be did o 


to f Mares. 


hundred 1 or 


- -- 4 ac" as Yes 9 1 1 A 
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works The latge proportion allowed to the go 


vernor of 2 3; per cent. was in conſideration of his 


relinquiſhing,” and not being concerned in any 
trade whatever, even in articles of import and ex» 
rt, and likewiſe of relinquiſning all preſents and 
gratifications, as expreſſed in the deed of renunci- 
ation, entered on by Lord Clive, approved and 
confirmed by the court of directors, who directed 
that all governors ſhould execute the like inſtru- 


ment on their entering into their office; as their 


inducement for annexing ſo great an appointment 
to the ſtation of preſident and governor, was in 

expectation. of his giving up his whole time and at 
tention to the faithful diſcharge of his duty; and 


that being excluded from all trade himſelf, he 


might be vigilant in watching and detecting ail 
abuſes committed by others. The ſhares of the 
cammiſſion were in addition to his ſalary of 
3000 J. per ann; and his mint duty, &c. The 
ares to the other ſervants were to be in ad- 


dition to their ſalaries, diet money, and N= ory x 
they might reſpectively hold. e 


The court of directors, by their infiruBtions to 
the ſuperviſors, / ſent out in 1769, gave orders for 
preventing all monopohes in ſalt, beetle- nut, and 
tobacco, and laid open: the ſaid trade to their ſer- 
vants, by declaring that it was their intention, 
that the ſaid trade be laid open to all perſons, as 
well natives as Europeans, and that Engliſh fub- 
jects ſhould be 3 to trade therein, only 
upon the ſame footing, and under the ſame duties 
ang reſtrictions as natives or other ſubjects. 

Fheſe orders for opening the trade into execu - 


ron, were afterwards repealed, by * the 


fol- 
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| notice: „ That Ge Lassen bi- Eaft- 
e pany had been pleaſed to lay open the 
trade in mak, beetle: nut, and tobacco; throughout 
the Bengal provinces, and that all perſons,” whe: 


wengape init; ſubject to the regulations alread 
enforced, and to ſuch others as might Ee te! 
be made by the members of the adminiſtration.“ 


Not long after opening the trade in the manner 


defore⸗ mentioned, à certain native, named Harpa- 
ram, declaring that he had acted on account of the 
governor and council, ſeized by force ſeveral parcels 
of ſalty which being finally pre pared, had the feal 
of the perſon to whom they cer which ſeal 
be tock off, and in its ſtead affixed his own. Com- 
| 3 of a ſimilar nature had been made againſt 
rparam for the ſame practices in forty-eight 
villages, which he did not deny; and the ſeals ſo 


fired appeared in many inſtances to be inſcribed 


4 Mr. < Charles Floyer and company, Saheleung.” 
This laſt word, is a Re of qo ns commands 
ing reſſ 
The ſaid: tefident! drm the committe 1 the 
revenue, that having examined the orders which 
Harparam had received from his conſtituents, he 
found that he was directed only to make fair ad- 
_ vances' for ſalt, and to receive it as it was made, 
and put it into golahs. But without regard to 
equity and juſtice, he forced his advances on the 


— and on the ſtrength thereof, had ac- 
ei 


ized the ſalt contracted for, and delivered 
to — merchants, eraſing the marks of the 
owners, and ſtamping that of his employers 
thereon. Such a lawk conduct merited 1 


1 ” 


'\ 


cher Eufopeans or others, were hereby permitted 


8 * RAE ate. m ak of Sec. 


became poſſeſſed of the dewannee j they — 4 


mining the depofitions: of tf  falranakers, they 


the hature of his offence required. It 8 | 
renter Fatthet Deen were carried. — 
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— puniſument, as an example to ochers | 


uſes it reſpeck ro the gentlemen by whom he 
was employed; and whoſe orders he had exceeded; 
welldent was induced to refrain from inflicti 


nebertheleſs he thought it his duty rd ſend his 
to them, under a guard of ſta ys, chat 


might take with bim what moaſures they thought 


bufineſs“ ket ein v0 een ene ard 
+ The committee appointed by the houſs ofen 
mon proceeded now to enquire into the abuſes 
and miſmanagement; by which the company's re. 
venues had been diminiſned. They found that 


company claimed large ſums as' owing to them 


ſeveral perſons for duties on falt and beetles 
nut q and it was impoffible to ſhew the haturs and 
amount of theſe claims, without laying before the 
houſe a ſtate of the ſeveral Transen on which 
they de founded. ee 1633008 of I, 


« They begarrby fterig what were the duics on 
falty ale n nut; or tobacco, before the: 9 

a repott of Mahomet Reza Kawn; entered on the 
felect pormittee's conſultations; the-2zth*of De- 
cenbgr,-1767, that under the ee ere 
nabobs, the ar og; ſale made in Bengal, was 
2 by cents pa ng Muſtulmet and gj per dent. 


paid by 2 y find alſo,” there Were cer- 
tain duties paid on heetle-nut and tobarco; but 


they cannot aſcertain by the correſpondenes of the 


company, what the rate df the ſaid duties was, ex- 


it in the er own lands, beetle · nut 
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appears ta have paid a chokee duty from 5 16 to 
tupees per boat, according to the ſize; and alſo 
2 Khallory rent of thtee rupees per Khallor y. 
But in che year 2762, the preſident, and council 
eſtabliſhed a tax of 30 Sicca rupees per khellery. 
andaboliſhed all former duties, By the terms of the 
leaſes, Which were then granted, the Tarmers were 
_ . abligeditocake upon themſelves the balances due by 
the Molangees to. the renters for the laſt year : this 
way afterwards made a Randipg order 1 and u claim 
being at that time made by the ſalt merchants 
ancient balantes due from the Molangees, the ſaid 
claim was liquidated and fixed at 444,896, Arcet 
rupces and the governor and council agreed to 
pay this halance to the merchants z hut in order to 
te · imburſe to the company the ſums ſa paid, they 
laid a tax on the ſalt made at the ſaid khallories, of 
ten Sicca rupees per hundred maunds. No mate · 
rial altermtion was made in the above duties untill 
the eſtabliſiment of the ſociety and trade in 1763. 
Ibe court of directors, by their letter of the iſt 
of dune 1764, to the preſident and council at 
Fort William, orderęd them to conſult the nabob 
2 the carrying on the inland trade in ſalt; 
detle · gut, tobacco, and other articles, produced 
and cohſumed in the country, in ſuch manner 25 


might de moſt to his ſatisfaction and . | 
and for the intereſt of the company. aud 18 ler- 
vans ; apd to firm an equitable pJao for carrying 
on the ſaid trade; and to tranſmit the ſame to 
them, accompanied with ſuch explanations and 
remarks, as might enable them to give theit ſenti- 
ments thereupon, in a full and explicit manner. 
The ſelect committee at Fort William, by their 
K A minute 
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F 
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Tx 1 

plane of "the roth r Auguſt, 1565, reed, 

at the whole of the inland trade ſhould be carrietl 
of by an exclulive compaay, aud that their exclut 
_ five right ſhould tom mene the iſt of September 
following, 2nd to contitue'ts the 3 fſt of Auguſt, 
1766 and that all falt, beetle - nut, and tobacco, 
_ prodilced in, and imported into Bengal, ſhould be 
by the ſaid company and that all other 


perſons ſhould be prohibited from dealing therein,” 
of St a moe, of che ſelect committee of the 18th 


1765, t was then reſolved, that the 
ina 1 in the above arcices ſhould Be ſubſect 


to 4 duty to, the company, after the Kor, he. 


rates: 

On falt, le ent. valuing the roo ald 
the rate of 90 Arcot es; and in confideration 
likes.” the preſent © Try dry” to we be. 


beetle nut, 10 per vente on the prime cbt. | 

On tobacco, 25 pier on dito 

By this ealchlation & committee hoped 
that 2 clear revenue of at leaſt 100, ol. per ann. 
would he produced to the company; which minute 
of the ſelect committee was . by the no- 
ble prelident and council, the l 5th orf "Septeniber 
follawing, * 

The ſelect bot erg in Anfclerter to the cot | 
of directors, of the goth of September, 1765, gave 
it as their opinion, that the laid duties would pro. 
duce a clear revenue of 120, O00 l. ſterling per ann; 

The committee appointed for managing this 
monopoly being two members of the ſelect com · 
mittee, and two of the council, ſolicited the no 
Vie preſident and council to grant them à * to 


Ts. 


6 7 ſalt, beetle : nut, 
tobacco, in the . Bengal, Bahar, 
Orna,..to the g1ſt of A 7 * 1768, allowiog ſuf- 
ett time to diſpoſe of ſuch purchaſe © forts ang ſea- 
Ny fon. 4 Which, deed was then ordered to be 
Pied by the preſident and. council, Bot it * 
- nor appear in the haogłs and correſpondence of the 
© company, that the {aid' nes: were tranſmitted to 


4 he ins EW DT 6 o 


After the eib went of che faid. fol, the 
governor : and coyncil ordered ſeveral ſums to be 
aid ont of the treaſury, of the company to ſundry 


amount of 236,010 rupees, were appropriated by 
the, ſociety; of trade to their own afe, during the 
years 1765 and 1766, 

Notwichſtanding a letter. of the court of ors, 
poſitively forbidding their ſervants to have any con- 


ern in. he trade of falt, beetle: nut and tobacco, 


whatever government might be eſtabliſhed, or 


whatever: unforeſeen circhmſtances might ariſe, it 
was determined by the right honourable the. preſi- 


dent and the ſelect committee, on the. third of Sep · 


tember 1766, to continve the excluſive ſociety 65 
he next year, They avgmented the duty to be 


paid to the company on falt, to zo. per cent, and 
on bestle · nut to 15 per cent. N minute of the 


e eee was confirmed by the noble pre. 

| Gent and council % 

The court of dee at laſt inßſted og the abo- 

« icon: of this monopolizing and oppre ſiive pcie ety, 
anch that the inland trade ſhould be totally celio- 

„ 57 s quiſhed, 


ſecureto the — vid 3 FR 
je purchaſe 12 


le for ſalt balances ; and the hallory's rents 
and ſalt duties in the. company's own lands to the 


RD r A iS — 


a 222 N 4 + M2 i * 1 * _ , . a ——_ 
; of; y TY bh J b ** , L e 9 5 K 1 . 1 4 4 a 
vor = = N 91 Long * * 0 * REF 4 * 9 * ” ” n yn - 2 a * N N | 
Y £ 5 N * P * | 
- 1 | | | 
4 " - £ * 
— - i Z - | 


» «þ 
- 


_ "IEF "6 
Z 43: but they were indulged,..notwith þ 
he command of the. maſters, by the governor and 
council, to enjoy their exclylive right one year lon- 
ger, to diſpoſe of their concerns, and under divers 
pig the ſociety was continued:till-Seprember 
708, FFP . wer 
The court of directors tranſmitted in 1967, re- 

Sulations for carrying on the falt trade in future, Ws 
and directed a duty upon it to be collected, ſo as to 8 
produce, upon the neareſt eſtimation, no leſs than 5 

700, 000. ſterl. and no more than 120, oool. per 

andum, and if it was found neceſſary, all falt im- 
rted was to pay the ſame, or even a larger duty. ; 
nd all ſalt- makers were to deliver in every year, 
an account of the quantity made, and in what 

place the fame was landedld . 

The governor and council propoſed ſeveral regu- 

lations for the ſalt trade, and that: a duty be laid on 

that commodity of 3o ſicca rupees per 100 maunds, 

to be paid by the purchaſers,” which according to 

their eſtimate would produce, the ſum required. nt 
The reſident at the durbar, the collector- general —_ 
and the chief at Patna, were inſtructed to put in | 4 
execution, the regulations for the ſecuring the go 
Per cent. duty on all ſuch ſalt. They were alſo in · 
ſormed, that theſe regulations were meant only for 
the ſalt made laſt ſeaſon, and not that belonging to 
the committee of trade, which was diſtinguiſhed 


4 * 8 
* > 


- 


by its having a duſtuck, * 3 
The following is the account received by the 


Faſt-India company for duty on falt and beetle - 
put, in the provinces of Bengal and Bahar, from 


the hr of September 1765, to June 18th, 1771, - 


_ 

SORT company received from the Toelery of trade 

ths bikers arr iv towards the firſt = duties, 
auc at the an hereafter ſpecified, 


2766 Sept. 14 Cur. R. 200, O00 N 
1767 October 8 230, 00 in 
14768 Aprils * - $50,000 \ 

#769 May zi © | 120,000, »690 
2769 September 1 ieee 5 
852 March 2 5 3 Bea 1 95 8 


2 * 9 hs 

9 | \ 
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9 
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"Ihe company 0 0 from the fociaty of trade 
an account of the duties for the ſecond year the 
Ra ſums, ng at the time ſpecified below , 


1768 February 3 R. 220,000 .. py | 
855 — n 180, 0 1 
1770 May zr . 255000 ? | g 


* 


2e 28! — 


Cr R. $75,000 o l. . 57999 


"The company received on account of the new 
duties ordered to be collected in falt, and beetle- 


nut, at 30 rupees per 190 maynds for the year 
276g Jos: ©; 
| | Sicca Rupees 254,271 l. ber. 3385 


! 


T he any received on the ſame account for the 


{2 year 1750 Jl. 
Sicca Rupees 306,452 l. ſer]. 39 959 


"And Cur: 1 55,995 |: ſterl. 6,29 
256,342 
5 The 


—  C_ 1 
165. 121 L & 118,926 | 
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een the ſociety An 
ey 2,936,420-6-10, maunds, which 
was in g fayourable ſeaſon, and they eftimated 28 
2 maunds as the quantity for fixing the duty 
ordered by the compa pany. to be collected, 5o per 
cent. with ak in the provinces of Bengal, 
and Bahar, and 15 per cent, on beetle nut, would 
g to" the "ſtate of che falt trade at that 
time, produce to the com * ny from 12 to 13 lacks 
of rupees per annum ; whence it follows; 
that the ſy of ſalt provided annually in Bengal 
and Bahar, was thus ſuppoſed to amount to about 
28 lacks. The quantity of foreign ſalt imported 
into Bengal, do not prevent the whole of rf oy” 
produced in the country from being conſumed. 
Upon the Whole of theſe tranſactions, the com- 
mitce obſerved, that if the company had received 
the revenue they were entitled to, upon the loweſt 
cleulations made, by their own ſervants, at the 
time the ſeveral duties were impoſed upon falt and 
doetle-nut. they would have received as — 
For che firſt year of rer of trade, from 
September 1765 to Av 1766, according to the 
bre dee of the de committee * ; 
14 N 95 10 K C. 100,000 
For the ſecond of the of trade: from 
— 1 ond year of vey acoording 
the loweſt eſtiatare of the preſident of Fort Willtam, 
when he propoſed the continuance of the ſaid: ſo- 
ciety for another year 135,000 for the four ſubſe- 
quent years, according do the order of the court of 
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aid. duties, duris: 


the: ſame time charged with the payment of ſeveral 
- falt. balances, and yet the ſociety of trade received, 


52 YE 


Fotf 


no more than the awvol 2564442 1 — the —4 
ments of a prinoipal part of this ſum appear to have 
been made at periods diſtant from the time when 
they became due ihe company s: treaſury! vas at 


1 Gt year dee dut e had been 
impoſed to teimbutſe t compan mo of 
falt balances. of the like nature. 4 4 x 
The court of directors relplyedl. that the com- 
-pany ſolicitor; ſhould in behalf of the company, 
role! the petſons on whom they . dec 
mands oh account of the duties: on. fakt, beetle- 
nut and tobacco. An (FE Þ | 

And cettaiti tones utvles; the, beo of Mhatoot 
dave been raiſed in the provinces of Bengal and 
Bahar, which have not been included in the gene- 
ral ſtatement of the company's revenues, nor 
brought to the company's account, except a ſmall 
part which has been applied in aging the ex- 
\ Prnves of repairing 2 and bridges agt 

The Mhatootexhibits on one fide the amounts 
"of; ſums collected ſince the Engliſh had acceded to 
the dewannee, by ceſſes under the name of Mha- 


toot, and on the other, the particulats of fundry 
enpences 


r 


1 | 

denies of "the ſirear, neither of which had ap 

peared/in the public records, the former banks 

never been included in the general ſtateme wing 
the revenues, tranſmitted annually to Calcutta, 
nor the latter inſerted in the treaſury account, but 
both left under the management of the miniſters. 
The reaſon why thoſe ceſſes were eſtabliſhed, and 
had been thus conducted appears in a letter of Mr. 
Sykes's to Mr. Becher, on that gentleman reſign 
ing the office of reſident at the durbar. Mahomer 
Reza Kawn aſſured Mr. Sykes and the gentlemen 
who then compoſed the ſelect committee, that ſuch 
mode oi collection was firſt adopte. 

Tou will find, ſaid Mr. Sykes in his jetter dated | 
| the 446th of January, there are collections made ſe- 
perate from the ſtatement, viz. on account of the 
expences of the poonah; this mode of defraying 
theſe expences was eſtabliſhed by lord Clive and 
the ſelect committee, and why they were not in- 
cluded-in the ſtatement, that the company might 
have a fair account of their groſs collections at one 
view, I cannot conceive. It muſt, I think, have 
ariſen from the fear the gentlenien of the ſelect com- 
mittee had, that the company would not permit 
ſuch an expence to be kept up at the poonah, not- 
withſtanding ir is deemed ſo neceſſary in the eyes 
of the — people, and aheays. dann with the 
utmoſt-veneration. © | 

In a letter from lord . Seneral 3 an 
Me. Sykes, to Mr. Sumner and the gentlemen of 
the council, they expreſſed themſelves in the fol- 
lowing words, on account of the enpences e 
— - W A7 

Vor, III. 2 * e e Cf We 


Th 


% We thought it by no means adviſeable to de. 
viate upon flight occaſions from the | eſtabliſhed 
forms and cuſtoms of the anniverſary of the poo- 
nah, and therefore ar ourſelves and for 


you the uſual preſents of a dreſs and elephant to 
each, which ſhall be forwarded by the the firſt op - 
Portunity. This expence has been formerly char- 
ed to the government, it muſt therefore now be 
P gocakie company's account, but as the a+ 
mount is very inconſiderable, it is ſcarce worth while 
to introduce any innovation that may tend to leſſen 
our dignity in the eyes of the people 
If the cuſtom of giving dreſſes to thoſe who 
were employed in the colle&tions; could not be 
aboliſhed entirely with propriety, that expence 
might have certainly been greatly reduced,” _ 
With regard to the charges of repairing bridges, 
banking the ſides of the river, who ever had gone 
up and down through Murſhadabad by water, muſt 
be ſenſible of the very great expence of ſupporting 
the banks of the river, which to people in general, 
would appeat a moſt unxeaſonable charge, For- 
merly theſe expences were defrayed by, and the 
conducting it entirely reſted in particular zemin- 
dars, whoſe lands were contiguous to theſe banks 
and bridges, and the zemindars were proportiona- 
bly eaſed in their rents, but even then on extraor- 
dinary events, great affiſtance was given by the go - 
vernment. On this footing,” nearly things remain- 
ed during the firſt two yrars of the company's hold- 
ing the dewannee, and the extra expence was 
charged in the treaſury account, in 1766. By the 
neglect and inability of the zemindars, the banks 
were found to have gone greatly to decay, 2 by 
| ſome 


4 
— = 
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(a) 8 
9 chem giving way, the country was ober 
flowed, and the city of Murſhadabad in Septem- 
ber 1767, in the greateſt danger; ſor which rea- 
ſons an aſſeſſment which had before reſted with par- 
ticular zemindars, was extended to other diſtricts. 3 

Mr. Becher obſerved, that his predeceſſor had 

7 ined — the ceſſes of Mhatoot, an allowance 
of 2000-r per month, and that on his apply- 
ing to Mak Reza Kawn for an explanation of 
that charge, he acquainted him, that Mr. Sykes's 
table was ſupplied from the diſtricts near the city 
of Murſhadabad, with ſeveral articles of proviſion 3 
but that inconveniencies having attended that me- 
thod, this cuſtom was aboliſhed, and Mr. Sykes 
received 2000 ficca rupees, as an equivalent. This 
allowance has been continued to the reſident, and 
received by Mr. Becher, when he held that ſta- 
tion; Mr. Verelſt gave his approbation to this ar- 
rangement. It was allo agreed, that for the fu- 
ture the dreſſes ſhould be beſtowed on none but the 
acting officers of government, and the memhers 
of the adminiſtration; and that the value ſhould 
de reduced as low as the appearances would admit. 
That the preſents to the mohuzes ſhould be diſcon- 
tinued as far as could be effected, withaut creating 
in them a diſguſt to the ſervice: that bearers ſhould 
be allowed to thoſe who travel on public duties, 
and to no others; that the ſum of 330, oo rupees 
ſhould be fixed on to be raiſed; that a ſtatement 
of that ſum ſhould be formed ſeperate, and that a 
new and equal aſſeſſment thereof ſhoulg take place 
in each diſtrict, in proportion to its revenue, avoid- 


ing thoſe partialities which had been too viſible in 
the levying the Mhatoot. 74 
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| Ireppiating that the 2, 00 rupees nh 


SS mentioned in the refident's letter, was a part of the 


3000 ſettled by lord Clive, but not recorded, * 
reſideut was juſtly called to an aecount. 
Al arbitrary” taxes whatever, muſt be fo muny 
inſtruments of oppreſſion in the power of collec- 
tors; was it not fo, how was it poſſible that the 
Mhatoot, a ſum by no means conſiderable in itſelf, 
ſhould be found fo heavy and intolerable a burthen 
on that extenſive country. Was it equitably divi- 
ded amongſtall the diſtriets, it couſd not be called 
2 grievance.” The directors were therefore very 
_ folicitous' to hear what ſk the ſuperviſors 
ſhould make on that object of their inquiries, fince 
they more than ſuſpected the reſult would lay open 
a moſt iniquitous ſcene of oppreſſion and pecula- 
tion; they were ſtruck with a never- ceaſing accu- 
mulation of expence, and upon referring to the 
charges incurred before the company's acceffion to 
the dewannee, they found them ſo imall'as 84,000 
rupees; but ever fince that period, each year had 


NN ſwelled 4 account, till it had exceeded all bounds. 


They were ſenſible the cuſtom of dreſſes made to 
the board, had been one cauſe, and the defraying 
occa ſional charges from the treaſury, and not from 
the nabob's conſummary, had been another ſtill 
greater ſource of the increaſe; As to the firſt, the 
inſtitution came from lord Clive, when he attended 
the firſt poonah, after the grant of the dewanee ; 
it was recommended by his lordſhip to the coun- 
eil, as a form that coſt little, and was nevertheleſs 
eſſential to the dignity of the adminiſtration. It 
had been continued from that pretended motive, 


bye . had a Place i in matters ever ſo 1 
8 


117 


The grand abuſe which had been wh 
yearly,” was in the admiſſion of every rank to that 
{ 1954-40 by which not only the charges had been 
augmented, but the intention of the cuſtom itſelf 
perverted; for from beſtowing any particular dif- 

tinction on the members of the board, it had been 
the means of confounding all diſtinctions. 

The new tax fince the year 1767, having been 
impoſed upon an extraordinary calamity, which 
had not happened for years before; they ſaw no 
reaſon; after the banks had undergone one tho- - 
rough repair, Why ſo large a fum ſhould ſtil} have 

been levied. + As for the ſalary of the refident, it 
was ſettled by lord Clive and Mr. Sykes, without 
being recorded. It appeared that the whole of the 
ſum expended in the courſe of five years, under 
the ſeveral heads to which the taxes called mhatoor 
were applied, amounted to ficca rupees 2,172,102 
or! ſterl. 283, 4888. 

Were the ceſſes collected in a leſs oppreſſive 
manner, they would yield a ſurplus towards the 
large debt due to the merchants. The governor 
and council of Fort William having opened the 

packet addreſſed to the ſuperviſors, who were ſent 
out in 1769, they found therein, amongſt other in- 
ſtructions of the court of directors, an order, for- 
bidding preſents to be made on any occaſion what- 
ſoever, particularly at the time of the poonah, other 
than a few gold rupees, or ſuch ſmall taxes of 
friendſhip and reſpect as the ancient cuſtom of the 
empire ſhould have made neceſſary; and the go- 
vernor and council then came to — reſoluti- 
ons, which were ſignified to the committee of re- 
venues at Murſhadubad, to the Oy * 


dabad, a ſum not exceeding 500 


„„ IOOITT --: 13 
That the honourable the orefident ſhould: receive 
Ode Khallant, not exceeding 3000 ſicca rupees. 
„That the Chief of the council at Murſhadabad 
ſhould receive one Khallant, not exceeding in value 
2000 ſicca rupees. Each of the remaining eight 
members of the board at Calcutta, including the 
commander in chief of the forces ſhould receive a 
ſum not exceeding 1000 ſicca rupees. 
The members of council of revenue at Murſha- 
fitcn rupees.” 
That no other European ſhould receive any pre- 
ſent at the annual ceremony of poonab, but the 
preſent made to the nabob on account Fa -his dig 
nity, was not to be diminiſſed. 
That a khallant ſhould be allowed t to Mahomed 
Reza Kawn of 4000 ficca rupees, and the expence 
to the inferior officers of government, Noa be : 
retrenched as much as poſſible. 
The governor and council ordered i in a ſubſe⸗ 
quent letter that the expence of khallants to the offi- 
cers of government to be Tecnoed: to 60,000 


ru h 
"The committee. obſerving, as well from the let- 
ter of Mr. Becher before-mentioned, - dated- the 
28th of March 17 77%. as from the letter of the ſe- 
lect committee before - mentioned, of the 28th of 
April 1770, that there were the ſtrongeſt reaſons 
to ſuppoſe, that arbitrary ceſſes under the name of 
mhatoot, were levied by the collectors in ſeveral 
Provinces, beſides what were accounted for to the 
government at Murſhadabad; and that the ſelect 
committee were, on that account, very ſolicitous to 
hear what progreſs had been made by the ſuperviſors 
in this * of inquiry, ſince * more than _— 
pecte 


2 
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„ 


pected the reſult would py open a moſt iniqui» 


tous ſcene of oppreſſion and ſpeculation, as is be- 
fore - mentioned; your committee thought it right 


to inquire what information had been tranſmitted 


to the court of directors, on the ſubject of mha- 
toot, and extraordinary collections made in the ſe - 

veral diſtricts of Bengal and Bahar; and they find, 
by a letter of Mr. Middleton from Dura, dated 
18th of May 1971, who was then upon a progreſs 
into the ſaid diſtrict, when the ſaid diſtrict had 
paid a large annual mhatoot, which, in the ſtate- 


ment tranſmitted by him, appears to have amounted 
to rupees 116,496,103; and he adds, that part of 
the money {F* collected, was remitted in the laſt 


year to Murſhadabad, towards defraying the char- 


ges of Bha Khullaut, and that the remainder was 


diſburſed and miſapplied by the officers of the go- 
vernment at Decea; but that he had then aboliſh- 
ed the mhatoot, and that the amount of it would 
be ſet forth as an article of increafing in the new 
ſettlement; and in another letter of Mr. Middle- 
ton's, dated 13th of April 1971, he ſays, that 2 
company of ſeapoys and forty burgudaſſes, retain- 
ed there for the uſe of the collections, had till 
then been paid from a fund accumulated under the 


denomination of mhatoot; and that the expences 
of the duakes eſtabliſhed in that place, Murſhada- 
bad, Chittagong and part of the way to Calcutta, 


had been defrayed in the like manner. | 
The committee finds, that Mr. G. G. Ducarell, 
faperviſor of Purnea, in his letter to Richard 
Becher, Eſq; refident at the durbar, dated 17th 

of Auguſt 1769, repreſents, That the company 
have received a very conſiderable revenue IP 
8 | | that 


& 


t 4 


"has, country, 1 they have little known how: it has 
been collected; vou will be ſurprized to e 
that by the eſtabliſhed, mode of collections purſued 
for theſe three or ſour years paſt ; the ſobtta or 
agreement, is never preſerved between the: col- 
lector and the tenant, at the end of — 
wherever the farmer knows that the latter has — 
any gain, he ſurely ſeizes it, notwithſtanding the 
Agreement being 5 paid; by theſe ' means all 
Induſtry; is checked, and all confidence deſtroyed ; 
and neither labourer, farmer, collector, and ſo up- 
ward to the fouzedars, having any ttuſt ia each 
other, it has made the whole 2 chain of rogues and 
lunderers; nor can any confidence bejeſtored but 
a long coùrſo of equitable government.” And 
the ſuperyiſor. of Rungpore, in his letter to the 
- faid Richard Becher, Eſq; dated 2oth of * Auguſt, 
1779s; repreſents, 4 That the bundibuſt of the 
Province of Seenot was rupees 917,2 50, of 
which only 632,797: were remitted - to the city: 
Cour 1,010,000; was collected in the muſſuſul; 
that charges had amounted to rupees -520,000 : 
that the zemindars and farmers had been excuſed 
149.00, on account of the drought; but that the 
Poor ryotts, Who were people that would receive 
every encouragement, eſpecially in ſuch hard times, 
had benefited nothing by the allowance, the whole 


1 having. been collected from them; and alſo ga, oo 


rupees, which Mahmud Huſſein put on, under 
the head of mhatoot, and which, he believes, was 
received by the zemindars and creatures of goveru- 
ment employed in the collections,” .. And Mr. Ro- 
bert Wilmot, ſuperviſor of Jeſſare, in a letter on 

e cen of the 29th October 
| Ee; pie 50 
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Wi, repreſente, “ That beſides the ayowed was. 

| bee. to the aumils in our diſtricts, they had num - 

Hherſeſs perquiſites, the amount totally unaſcertain- 
ably, not confiſting of à preſentage on the col- 
lections, but chiefly in ruſoons eſtabliſhed, as to 
5 the articles but not the ſums; not to mention what 
Was gathered under the denomination of ſalamies;“ 

Add this ſuperviſor ſtates the mhatoot of his diſtricts 

ät rupees 12,191,8 and falamies at rupees 1579. 
And Mr, G. G. Ducarel, the ſuperviſor of 

Purnea, in à letter on Murſhadabad conſultations, 

of the 13th December 1770, repreſents, © “ That 
it has been annually the euſtom there, even long 
- antecedent to our coming to the dewannee, at the 
time when the tyotts had nearly paid their rents, 

_ *gccording to the putta or agreement, to lay on furs 
ther aſſeſſments there, called bharre and gundar, 
(Which are words peculiar to that province, and 
have the ſame meaning at Mhatoot in Bengal) 
either from teal or pretended deficiencies: that ar- 
bitrary fines, under the name of Aboal Foudigarg, 
Pere an intolerable vexation to all orders of people, 
and one ſource of the appearance of poverty, hic 

all men ia the diſtricts are defitous of putting on, 
und conſequently à great check to induſtry, by 

preventing thoſe who had mohey from employing 
it with freedom; that theſe fines were farmed as 
"part of the jumna or rent- roll of each purgunnah, 
und thoſe of the ton of Purra to the cutwall. The 
farmer Who was benefited by the fine, was himſelf 
the Judge of the delinquent, and of the degree of 
the penalty to be inflicted, which was levied, not 
- according to the nature of the ctime, but of the 
© circumſtances of the*accuſed: · That theft and mur- 
Vor. III. 8 der 
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der were frequently compounded for four ot five 


rupees, whilſt fornication and witchcraft were pu- 


- Hiſhed with 4 or 5000: that there was a particylar 


f people whoſe profeſſion was the difcovery 


ſort. or WAY. 
of witchcraft ; thoſe accuſations in other countries 
are wholly confined tothe old and impotent; here 


they fall generally on the rich-and ſubſtantial: that 


there were alſo others, particularly women, who 
lived by the diſcovery of fornication and adultery ; 


And the flighteſt evidence was ſufficient to watfant a 


fine to the extent of the circumſtances of the accu- 
ſed. That when he gave an abatement to the far- 


mers, it was on condition of their giving up, 
- Amongſt others, this opprefſive part of the juma : 


that there were then politive orders to take no fines, 
but ſuch as were approved ar the Sunder Adawlet, 
but that an evil long eſtabliſhed is always difficult 
to eradicate, He now and then heard of ſome in- 
fractions of this order, by the moffuſal zemindars, 


Which he never failed to puniſh in an exemplary 


manner; and this he hoped would in time put a 


Nop to ſo deſtructive a practice. 
And Mr. George Vanfittart, the ſuperviſor of 


Dinagepore, in his letter enteted on Murſhadabad 
conſultations of the 3 iſt December 1770, repre- 
ſents, That embezzlements there the year before, 


amounted to no leis than ſunnut rupees 169,662 ; 


but that as great part of it had been diffipated 


coy 


amongſt upwards of fifty thafildars,. and their, un- 
derlings, it was of courſe irrecoverably loft :. that 
the amount collected was ſunnut rupees, 2,157,318, 
The committee find, that the exaction of exor- 
bitant intereſt for money lent to the zemindars and 


4-2 


— Fi 6 $39 J 


 athers, has 1 of diminution of hs 
revenues of the company in Bengal, 


The committee find, by 5 5 — of M. R. Cos, a0 
= on ſelect dag the gth of October 
1795 


„ that the faid M R. Cawn complains of 
the loſs which the revenues ſuſtains by the depen- 
. dents of the factories lending money to the zemin- 
_ dars and talookdars, and by their protecting them 
on that account from the power of the aumils ; he 
therein applies to the preſident to write to the gen- 
tlemen of the faQtories therein mentioned, that 
none of the dependanrs of the faid factories do 
lend money to the zemindars, &c. without the 
9 of the aumils. 


The committee find, that the ſelect coramitts 


of Bengal. as appears by their minute of 2th of 
October of the lame year, then, ifſued poſitive 
orders to the chief of ſubordinates, and com- 
manding officers of brigades, prohibiting them, 
and others acting under them in inferior ſtations, 
from lending money to the zemindars, or other 
ſervants of goverument, on the ſecurity of lands, 
by leaſe or mortgage; and the ſaid ſelect com- 


Mittee, by their minute of the 31ſt of October 1766, 


having received advice that this order had been 


tranſgreſſed to the great detriment of the collecti- 


ons; reſolved to enforce the faid order, and direct - 


ed that no money ſhould in future be lent, except 
reſpondentia, on any pretence whatſoever, at 


higher intereſt than twelve per cent. per annum; 
bas, all the ſums of money outſtanding at an higher 


premium, ſhould be recalled on the 11th day of 
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future charge. 1 D 3. 
And Mr. Middleton, in his letter from Decca, 


dated 18th of May, 1771, repreſents, That 


the country had greatly depopulated by the op- 


preſſive practices of the officers, to enable them 
to fulßl their engagements with merchants, of 
whom they borrow money, for payment of the 


revenue; which, he adds, is done at a moſt ex- 


orbitant and unheard of premium, and that ever 
inconvenience reſulting from this pernicious cull a 
tom, ultimately entered with the ryotts, Who un- 
unable to anſwer the unlimited demands which the 
officers of government were continually making 


vpan them, were driven to the neceſſity of deſert- 


} 


; committee find, that Mr. Reid in hie ler: 
ter to the, chief and council of revenue m 
Murſhadabad, dated the 2oth of December; 1570, 
repreſents, ** That the exorbitant intereſt paid 
for maney taken up for payment of revenues fell 
Fer heavy on the zemindars, and often in the end 
dn government, and was an evil called aloud for 
remedy; that the avowed intereſt of thirty. ſeven and 
one half per cent. at that place, was ſtill raiſed in 
_ the articles of batta and ruſum on bonds ; but in 
ſome of the diſtricts it was carried to ſo enormous a 
height as to be ſcarce ereditable ; that no produce 
of the lands could bear ſo great a charge, and in 
the end zemindars muſt be ruined, and rendered 
unable to pay his revenue; that it had indeed been 
tte practice to pay money, ſo taken up, out of 
the enſuing revenue, fo that in effect the govern- 
ment pays the intereſt, and it would be more for 
its advantage even to delay the collections a 
month, then to receive them with ſo heavy, a 
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e ee by which means a confidcritite 
quantity of land /lays waſte and uncultivaced,” “. 15 
The committee find, that the taking of leaſes 
of lands by the ſervants of the company, and 
ſometimes in caſes where they were themſelves in- 
ttuſted with the management of the ſaid revenues, 
and with the letting of the ſaid leaſes, has been 
another cauſe of the diminution of the revenues 
1 the company of Bengal. 
It appears to your — by a minute of 
eral conſultations of Fort William, the 31ſt of 
aly, 1759, that when the governor and com- 
mittee let the land of Calcutta Purgunnahs for 
three Wars, by public auction, ſome of the com- 
pany's ſervants took and leaſed a Pari of the lands 
; of the ſaid Purgunnahs. ps 
The committee find, by a er of the court of | 
direftors, of the 23d of March, 1759, that the ſaid 
court then prohibited their covenant ſervants from 
holding any lands, towns or villages, directly or 
indirectly, within or without the company's juriſ- 
diction; adding, That their reaſons for this re- 
ſtraint were ſo obvious, that an explanation was 
unneceſſary: but it appears, that this letter did 
not atrive in Bengal, till after the leaſing the 
lands of the Calcutta Purgonnahs | in manner 
before-mentioned, wor 
The committee find, that the court of alert 
by a letter of 13th of March, 1761, revoked the 
before mentioned reſtriction, and informed the 
vernor and council, that if they wete perfectly 
Falhel that no inconveniences could ariſe from 
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_ newly acquired lands, they ſhould-not object to 
it; but that the governor. and council muſt 5 
tteir reaſons to the court of directors for their 

CCC 
And it appears to the committee, that farms 
woete afterwards: held by the company's ſervants, 
 _ * "both in Calcutta Purgunnahs, and in che diſtricts 
5 Ic̃ be committee find, in a letter of Mr. Verelſt, 
ſiuperviſor of Burdwan, on the 1 gth of September 
1 1765, that the ſaid ſuperviſor repreſents, That 
= __ _ "after the heavy loſſes and real detriment the firſt 
_ "outcry had proved of, to. the Whole province of 
Burdwan, he was greatly ſurprized to find, on 
bis arrival, that they had been again expoſed to 
public ſale, however, purchaſers had only been 

Hound for about twenty two lacks of rupees; ſo 

great was the prejudice taken at a former ale, 
And the whole of that very conſiderably under 
the jumma-bundy of 1160, excepting the farms 
lately held by Mefirs Johnſtone, Hay, and Blots, 
on which a great advance was bid ; the reſt of the 
Provinces, for which. there were no biders, be- 
dame coſs,“ or fell into the hands of government. 
I)! committee find, in a letter of the court of 
directors, of the 47th of May 1766, that the ſaid 
court of directors, in anſwer to the before- men- 
tioned paragraph of Mr. Verelft's expreſſed them- 
ſclves in the following manner: We have on a 
former occaſion, in our letter of the 14th of 


March 1761, permitted our ſervants to bid 
at the public ſale of the Calcutta lands, but 
we could not conceive ſuch an indulgenee could 
ever be conſtrued to admit ſervants employed . 
: 22 0 the 


1 * 


do FE "7461 2 
tha deherrion dr ths revenuny" of | a province to 
ſelect out the moſt profitable lands for themſelves 
for ſuch is the light in which this tranſaction ap- 
rs to us, and it is one more ſtriking proof of 
"the general corruption with which all ranks were 

tainted and of the ill uſe that has been made of 
every indulgence : we direct a ſtrict ſcrutiny into 
this affair, and if it pores true, that you will 
make a proper example of the. offenders, by diſ- 
miſſing 5 our ſervice. This tranfaction con- 
vinces us of rhe neceſſity of ſhutting the door to 
abuſes, and we thereupon pofitivels* order, that 
no covenanted ſervant, or Engliſhman reſidin 
—_ our Fer dr o ſhould be ſuffered to hold 

y lands his own account, directly or in- 

| Awectly, in his own name, or that of others, or 
to be concerned in any farms or revenues whatſo- 

ever.” 55 

The committee find in the before 3 
letter of M. R. Khawn, entered on ſelect conſul- | 
tations, 5th of October, 1765, that the ſaid M. 
R. Khawn, therein applied to the prefident to write 
tothe gentlemen of certain factories therein-men- 
tioned, chat none of the dependants of the faid 
factories ſhould hold any farms, or interfere in 
the affairs of the country. | 
The committee find, by the 'before-mentioned 
minute of ſelect committee, of the th of October, 
1765, that in conſequence of the before-mention- 
ed repreſentation of M. R.Khawn, the ſelect com- 


mittee probibited the e of Me S | 
nem Want lands. AR 
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The conimittee don't find. in the correſpondetice 


of che company, any evidence to thew, that the 


_ ſervants of the company in Bengal, hold lands at 
- . Preſent in their own names, but they, haye met 


.. pany's ſervice: in Bengal, was 


with circumſtances which afford ground to ſuſpect 


that the company's ſervants ſometimes ſhare with | 
their banyans. in the. profits, of lands rented by 
em, and in one inſtance, which they will men- 


o 


them, and i ;bich they will men 
tion hereafter, they find that this Eu is di- 
rely aſſerted by the banyan, who 


zeld the lands, 
and to ſhew to the houſe in what manner many 
the abuſes before-mentioned, ſtill exiſt in Bengal, 
to the diminution of the company's revenues, 
"oppreſſion of the country; a copy of the conſulta- 
tions of the council of revenue at Murſhadabad 
from the ſecond of September 1771, to the 2 3d 


of March 1772: reſpecting the conduct of one o 
his majeſty's Britiſh ſubjects employed in the com- 


roduced to your 
committee; it contains the complaint of the ſuper- 
viſor of the diſtrict Rungpoore, againſt the ſaid 
ſubject for impriſoning zemindars and their naibs. 
It contains the proceedings of the ſaid council of 


revenue, under the direction of the governor and 


council of Fort William, to bring the. ſaid ſub- 
ject to a trial before a court martial, for diſobedi- 
ence of orders for which your committee find he 


was acquitted by the ſaid court - martial. It con- 


tains the ſeveral auzes or petitions of the zemin- 
dars, farmers and natives of Rungpoore, accuſing 
the faid ſubjects of extortion and oppreſſion, in 
various inſtances, the detriment of the revenue; 
it contains the inquiries made by the faid council 
of revenue, under the direction of the 29 
1 | . | An 


v4 1 


Age 


FT 

Kad cgiincil at Calcutta, into the complaints exhi · 

Vite by the zenſiodars, farmets, and natives, 
againſt che faid ſubjetts and the depoſitions of t. 
natives who are examined on oath, and frequent 
An the preſence of the accuſed, in ſupport of th 


* 
"+ 
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The ſeveral; allegations contained. in the aid 
 anzes or petitions, or in the ſaid depofitians, ate, 
chat the perſan fo accuſed, having agreed td ac- 


Sept of five per cent. intereſt, per menſem, far 


moaney-lent by him to the parties before · mention- 


d, e afterwards raiſed the ſame to fourteen per 


cent. per menſem, and enforced the payment 

thereof by: acts of cruelty and oppteſſion; that a 
mhatbot of ſeventy- five thouſand rupees was eſta- 
Sliſhed in the diſtrict of Rungpore, by the inter- 
vention of his 1 475 called Conge Bahara 

_ Holdar, and part 

name, and received by him, of which mhatoot 


was, openly paid into the public cutcherie, and 


entered in the officers books, that the pexſon ſo 


. in the profits of farms held by his 


nyan, that the perſon ſo. accuſed appointed his 
ſeryants and dependants to act in a judicial, court 
of Fouadary, that Chiton Sirdar, who was in the 
ſervice of the accuſed, made frequent excurfions 


| into the province, attended by ſeapoys, in Which 


excurſions they ſeized and bound the ryotts, and, 
by falſeſly accuſing them of theft, adultery, rob- 


bery and other crimes, extorted from them great 


ſuns of money, and vaſt quantities of other valua - 
ble effects; that whole villages had been plun- 


dered by them, and that in particular the ſubſtan - 


tial ryotts were there cuſtomary prey, and that ; 
ana 34 _ . pollelſs 
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it collected in his maſter's 
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poſſeſs plowgh, was a crime; * "reaſon, n 
eient . 3 plundered.— And laftly,” the 
proceeding above: mentioned contained an inquiry 
dito ide . 985 of the before · mentioned ſuper- 

wilors of Rungpore, and other perſons. therein 

© mentioned, in conſequence. of a, charge. brought 
againſt them for improper en can in leaſing the 
dh of the Rungpore.. * 

The committee think proper to Fe Vito that 
| ihe proceedings of the council of revenue, in 
the caſe above-mentioned, were not finiſhed when 
the laſt ſhips were diſpatched from Bengal: the 

party. accuſed had not then made his defence, 
and theſe proceedings were not in the nature of a 
trial, rhe council of the revenue, ar Murſhadabad, 
-betore whom they were had ; having no power for 
that purpoſe, but of an Se to W che 
fats ſo alledged. * 

The committee have 1 not annexed to this report, | 
the proceedings of the council of revenue, in 


the caſe above-mentioned, nor any papers relative 


thereto,” which are numerous and long, thinking 
that they may more properly be brought before 
the houle Corals: * pon the before - mentioned 
repreſentation of the A to which. they relate, 
the houſe ſhall think it proper to order any further | 
proceedings thereupon. 

- And, laſtly, The committee enquired, whicher 
there was any evidence in the books or correſpon- 
dence of the company, to ſhew that any other of 
bis [Majeſty's Britiſh ſubjects had committed the 
like offences; and, Mr. Wilkes, informed the 
committee, chat he had not found, in the books 


and ps CHU of the 3 evidence 
_ ſufficient 


1 £ | 


5% * W 


| ſuſliciene. to char other Britiſh avi 8 
8 N Rar . 
And the committee think proper here vols! 
| ſerve, that in this, and their former reports, they: 
dase not ſtated any facts, but ſuch as they found 
in the books or correſpondence of the company, 
which they carefully examined for that 
or ſuch as appeared to them to be proved by other 
evidence laid before them; but, in caſes where = 
it was neceſſary for them to be proved, that any "ui 
icular fact or information was not to be found > by 
in the books or corref; of the company, "I 
they have been forced to rely on the evidence of 41 
the ſworn ſervants of the company; who, in their 39 
reſpective departments, muſt be preſumed to ni 
know all that is contained therein; for it was im- 
poſſible for the committee to all the books 
and cotreſpondence to be found at the India 
Houſe, chat any ways relate to the concerus at 
of the company, during the many years to which 
their inquiry extends. 

The company's. revenues ariſing from the differ- 
ent provinces, and purgunnahs of Subah Bahar, 
from September 1766, a 1767, amounted 
6,1 $6,276 ficca rupees, 
be court of Girectots in a general letter tothe 
prefident and council at Fort Ins * 
their diſſatisfaction: 

e When we advert to the encomiums you have 

paſſed on your own abilities and prudence, and on. 
Four attention to the company's intereſt, (in the 
expoſtulations you have thought proper to make on 
our appointment of commiſſioners to ſuperintend 
our Keen affairs in India) We cannot but * 
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rtance, as the death of the nabob Seyf a DoW. 
and the eſtabliſhment of à ſucceflor i ſo great 
See of non=age; ſhould not have been 3 
with thele advantages for the cen den 
eircbinſtancts offered to out view. 


Wie mean not here to diſapprove: the e 


the ſucceſſion in the fumily of Meer Jaffier q Ooh the 
_ Eontrary, both joſtice- and policy recommend 2 


| - eve which at once correſponds with the cuſtoms 


and inclinations of the people of Bengal: but when 
- we conſider the ſtate of minority of rhe no Subah, 
we know not in what grounds it could have been 


| fhiought neceflary to coninve to him, the pens 


| dllotted to his adult predeceſſors... 


- * Convinced as we are, that an Mopar of fit- 


teen lacks per annum. will be ſufficient! ſor the ſup- 


t of the nabob's ſtate and rank, While à minor; 
e muſt conſider every addition thereto as ſo much 


to © bwaſte on à herd of parraſites and ſycophants, 


who will . ſutround him ; or at leaſt be 
hoarded up, a venee ſtill more peroicious to 
the company. Teds are therefore; during the non- 
age of the nabob, to teduce his annual ſtipend to 


fixteen lacks of rupees ; and this we have the 


greater reaſon to require, as we find ourſelves ſub- 
jetted to the pay ment of large ſums, due from the 


revenues of the dewannee, before the company 


became poſſeſſed thereof, on account of the navy 
donation,” and the arrears of that to the army; the 
balance due for reſtitution to Europeans; colonel 
Mounro's demand of two lacks; the debt due to 


| Bolokidafs ; and the annval ſum of one lack fot 


ton Fears, Wan we have WW to pay to 8 
Seat; 
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Sent; all Which preſs on us with fuck united force, 
that cor treaſury Will de unable to ſatisfy thoſe ſe- 
_ |. _weral demanils'wirhout wounding our, commercial 
_ Intereſt, and endangering out poſſeſſions in Ben- 
Sal. Being once relieved from this load of in- 
cumbrances, the favings we may expect from chis 
teduckion, will properly become” a fund for milita- 
ty exigencies; which fund being folely applicable 
to the defence of the provinces, will contribute no 
_ Jef to the nabob's future benefit than to that of the 


Ara ie" whit every ſuſtifiable meaſure ſhould - 
be adopted for availing the public and the company 
_ of all the advantage we had in ptoſpect from out 
poſſeſſion of the dewannee ; we cannot but reflect on 555 | | 
the diffipation' of à conſiderable part thereof, by | 
the allowances to the nabob's miniſters. 
And here we muſt obſerve, that how great ſoe- 
ver the application of Mahomed Reza Kawa, and 
bis adherence to the company's intereſt may have 
been, his rewards have been more than adequate 
thereto : and as the buſineſs of the collections of 
dor revenues, when they ſball have been thorough- 
ly inveſtigated by the ſuperyiſors appointed for that 
purpoſe, will require little or no aſſiſtance from 
that miniſter, we muſt deem the continuance of h's 
preſent ſalary, as a waſte of thoſe reſources which 
are become ſo effentially neceſſary both for the ſe⸗ 
curity of our poſſeſſions, and the extenſion of 'your 
inveſtments ; it is therefore our pleaſure, that the 
annual allowance of nine lacks, which he has hi- 
therto enjoyed, be no longer continued to him; 
but as the miniſtry of the nabob will make it requi: 
"ſite for you to appoint us his guardian, a perſon of 
N e 
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8 experience in the affairs of government, and of ap · 


'roved attachment ro the company's intereſt, your 
5 muſt reſt on Makomed Rezz Kawn $4 pwn "= 
ate to allow him whilſt in that ſtation, a ſalary. of 
- five lacks of rupees per annum, which we conſider 
not only as Tuitable to ſuch ſtation, but as a muni- 
Recent reward for the ſervices he may render the 


8 ' - company. in the execution of his office, 


pe annual allowance to Juggut Scat, as af. 
ſiſtant to Mahomed Reza Kawn, has been a drain 

on our revenues, without the leaſt benefit from 

dis adminiſtration ; for we are well aſſured, that 
he has never afforded ps a ſingle. inftance of fer; 
vice; his allowance therefore muſt be immediately 
ſtruck off. But with regard to Roy Doolub, 

| though we cannot expect from him any ſervices 
- equal to his preſent appointment, yet in confidera; 

tion of the part he has long held in the affairs of 
government and his advanced age, we ate diſpoſed 
to continue the ſalary he now enjoys, but on his 

death, this allowance is not to be given to any per- 


ſon whatever.“ 


At a ſelect committee, preſent, lord Clive, pre- 
ſident, Harry Verelſt, Eſq ; brigadier general Car- 
nac, Francis Sykes, Eſq; December 31, 1766. 
Mahomed Reza Kawn repreſenting. to us the 
great ex pence which he neceſſarily incuts in, ſup- 
porting the dignity and influence of his ſtation; an 
expence which he has hitherto defrayed by receiv- 
ing theſe perquiſites and emoluments uſually an- 
nexed to his office; and deſiring that we will now 
aſhgn to him a ſtared falary and proviſion, which 
he thinks will prove more honourable, to himſelf, 
and advantageous to the revenue, _ {+ 1 


* 


CLE 


% 
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And the 
ration the great importance of Mahomed” Reza 

Kavn's particular ſtation, which is that of naib 


dewan and prime miniſter 5 the extraordinary zeal 
- and ability he has ſhewn in the diſcharge of his 


office; the expediency of maintaining him in the 
full influence. due to his rank, and the benefit to 


the revenue that will accrue from cutting off all 


ſecret advantages and perquiſites, which ſo evident - 
ly open à door to manifold acts of fraud and op- 


„ Preion Eugene ay 
1: Reſolved; That in lieu of all the perquiſites and 
emoluments hĩt herto received by Mahomed Reza 
Kawn and the other miniſters, agreeable to the 
cCuſtom of the country, there ſhall in futute be aſ- 
figned for their maintenance and ſupport, an an- 


.nual ſalary of twelve lacks of rupees; the fame to 


be deducted from the monthly collections, and di- 


vided between Mahommed Reza Kawn, Roy Doot- 


lub and Setabray, in ſuch manner and in ſuch pro- 
portions, as ſhalt be ſettled by the preſident, and 
the payment to commence on the laſt day of Janu- 
ary next. £109 „„ fo, 8 


committee highly neceſſary and reaſonable that the 
tribute ſtipends and all extraordinary iſſues what- 

ever, ſhould give place to the more urgent calls of 
government. ag 2 5 
+: Reſolved, that Mr. Becher be directed to 
with -hold at leaſt thirty lacks from the tribute, 
and other allowances, ſo that the receipts and diſ- 


burſcments may have ſome proportion to each 


other; that he be informed, with the aſſiſtance of 


this 


committee taking into ſerious Oonſide- 


Stoppages were made afterwards out of ſtipends, 
on account of the famine; it appearing to the 
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= WE at Barampote, in garriſon at Mongheer, 
ned charges of his department, and: that 
Tae military charges of the preſidency, 
armaſt which can be defrayed. from the 
by of Calcutta. Sh! i 
n conſecwence of this reſolve, the following 
* Was ee ee eee e 2 * 
RRR bay Ne 
Wich .concern,.. we. pri he: great ang 
_— diſproportion of your receipts to your | 
n and at, the ſame time ve lament 
alamities which have attended this country. 
We baue no conſolation; or feſource, but in the 
= af better; and more favourable ſeaſons ; in 
= e mean while, we mult ſtruggle with out neceſſi- 
| ties, . by all poſſible retrenchments 
* ſtoppages to reduce our diſburſements within 
a narroweſt, — 1 18 
conjunctures like this, necelfity-eampels': vs 
<1 nake, be conveniencies of dependants, and even 
tds E er of engagements ſobſet vient to the exigen- 
cies of ſtate, The miniſter who enjoys ſuch great 
apfpointments, ought, more particularly to give way 
10 the times; ang 1 it would be a ridiculous and un- 
precedented maxim to regard any tribute, or ſti- 
end- before the ſupport af gur on government. 
: The exact ſum whigh-ſbould be with-held from each 
 afticle, we would no # ghar determine; but we 
cpect that you will at leaft, keep, beck thirty 
c, that ſum being no more than common pru- 
' dpnge. dictates we ſhauld. retain in'our - hands, to 
fis our funds and expences. on fome equality, 
*qadiingst My wilds 3; 12S FR FIR A md 
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Fan, and the undo precarious? oo 9D 
In conſecquence of - theſe orders, which Mr. 
Becher communicated to Mahotried Reza Khawi, 
the ſkipends and allowances * 
thirty lacks in artests. | 


Lord Chive athuiinted the committee, that the 


two Sears, forts of thoſe who were cut off by Coſfim 


Ally 'Khawn, and fell a facrifice to the Engliſh 
company, had laid a claim amounting to between 


' Bfey and fixry Hacks” of rupees, "thirty lacks of 
which had been Tent to the zentindars ; they did 


not think the government anſwerable for, but 
that their claim of twenty-one lacks, which were 
lent to the Nabob Meer Jaffier, for the ſupporrt 


of his and the Engliſh army, was in their opinion 
juſt und reaſbriable ? however, as it would be incon- 
fiftent with equity, now that the fevenues of t 
country are ap * to the company, to pro- 
poſe that che Nabob ſhould pay the whole, they 
ve thought proper to agree, | 


_ with” Dord Clive, ref; 
Seat s claim to twenty-one Tacks of rupees, lent t 


bis and the Englich army}; and "think, 
means they have 


the late Nabob Meer Jaffler, for the pres 
that the 


Nabob,- at certain ſtated periods, are fair 
Vox. III 44 855 and 
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at the faid ſum be 
diſcharged by the company and the Nabob, in 
dual payments, within the ſpate of ten years, viz. 
ohe lack of rupees per annum each, for the firſt 
nine years, and one lack and a half each, for the 


tenth, — 4 0 en e, nter f We- 
Tbe board entirely concurred in ſentiments, 
pedting the Juſtnefs of the 


propoſed for the payment of it 
ions, by the company and the 
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. and 8 teſpect to the — — 
of rupees lent to the zemindars, we de of 
opinion, they can only be conſidered 10 the light of 

a private loan, and therrfore the government, or 

company are by no means anſwerable for the ſame. 
An agreement was made, jointly with the Nabob, 
to diſcharge the debt due from the government to 
_ * the Seat'sz that family having ſuffered ſo much in 
- ; the company's-cauſe, are pecuharly entitled to our 
protection. The Nabob paid to Jugget Seat 
1,00, oo0 current rupees, and tho company paid 


the ſame ſum, which a dawg 2:1001000 


© TUPees. 
mo the IRE $ was 1,0: 8,6244 rupees. 
: Ihe preſident and council of Calcutta received a 
letter 1 ay commodore Tinker, encloſing the tran- 
ion of a letter from the nabob, with a grant of 
n rupees, which he had granted to the 
ſquadron, in _confideration of their ſervices, and 
. requeſtiog their aſſiſtance for. Pe the Py” 
ment thereof agreeable o the terms. 18 


| Frankie of the Jerter from the Nabob to Me 
Tinker, dated 8th October 1764. 


: 722 Whereas OTE 8 3 18 
and afforded me your aſſiſtance, I have, herewith 
ſent you incloſed a paper for 12,500,000-rupees, 
which will be paid-you acco to. agreement, 
| air ak is ri br * will take for yourſelf, and 
reſt you will div in a manner amn 
bs ns AGG ( FH ptr. 
"4 | Ard copy ofthe wand 1 
Ges . 3 Tinker. | 
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Tus prefident and council acquainted the com- 

modofe, that they were glad the nabob had thought 
Y wr RANG the ſervicesof the ſquadron ; and. 
"> 5 as it might appear to them in his power, con- 
iſtent with the performance of the engagements of 
his treaty, that Mr. Tinker may depend on their 
aſſiſtance for . the punctual 'pexment of 
the grant he has paſſed farther repeating their ac- 
knowledgements to him for the readineſs he teſti - 
fied, in co-operating with them for the company's 
| ſervice, ſince he came to Bengal 5 and requeſtin : 

he will communicate our thanks alſo, to all the of 
ders and men of the ſquadron, n. 
From an extract of the company's general 
letter, dated April 26, 1763, to Bengal: it ſeems 
| jr” was currently reported that” zn -agreemene 
had been made between the late governor 
and council of Fort William, fince the treaty con- 
cluded” with him on the toth of July 1763, 
by which it was ſtipulated; that the nabob ſhould 
pay, over and above the thirty lacks for the com- 
pany mentioned in that treaty, 40 lacks by way 
of reſtitution, to make good the loſſes of private 
perſons; beſides 25 lacks to the army, and 12 
lacks to the navy, not named 'in that treaty, mak- 
ing together the enormous ſum of 107 lacks of ru- 
pees, which is above one million three hundred 
thouſand pounds ſterligngng g 


It is a very extraordinary eircumſtance, 


there was no mention made in any of the letters 
from the governor and council, of what ſum was fo 


given by the nabob to make good” the ptibdte 
x ; | * 465 1 4 50 9 99943 A 4 loffes ; 
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fſot that purpoſe, If the reports. as to the ſum fi- 
iyen for this uſe; and alſo by way of 
_ donation. to the army and navy were true, they 
purpoſely omitted to acquaint the directors of the 
Particular amount, from an apprehenſion chat they 
| cauld never approve of an agreement with the ha- 
bab of this conſequence, and for ſuch exceſſive lagg 
ſums of money, -withovt adviſing them — 
aud giving very good reaſons for a proceeding 
which ſo nearly affected the honour and intereſt 
8 company. Indeed, conſideripg the preſent 
ate of the country, involved for years paſt, in con- 
tinyal wars, and drained of its riches and the blood 
af it's inhabitants, it was impoſſible to ſuppoſe the 
company's ſervants capable of adding ſo greatly: ta 
its miſeries, by: compelling, or even perſuading the. 
nabob to paꝝ ſuch exorbitant ſums of money, and, 
| a5 ns when by all accounts he was himſelf. in, 
Els., Ne ' 41 At "u 
We do expect and require. from you, ſaid the, 
directors in the. fame. letter, a particular accou 
of: every ſum received from the Nabob by way 


| donation, or under any other denomigation, by 
any and each of our ſervants civil and mili» 
tary, whether by agreement in writing, or other 
wiſe ; in what magner it was ohtained, and for 
what ſervices, and that you immediately traf, 
mit to us copies of all ſuch agreements, and, the 
| ee account of loſſes. given in by each ins 

dividual, together with what proportion has been 
already paid ; and we poſitively forbid. any far- 
ther payment till you receive gur farther orders. 


: - 


AN 
* 


* * 
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i We do require from you, and we have 4 right: 
ſio to do, a juſt and-preciſe account of this whole” 
extraordinary tranſaction ; the honours and reputa- 
tion of the company, and even of the nation are at 
ſtake; and when thoſe pargiculars, if true, come to be 
known, they require the fulleſt and moſt explicit 
explanation and juſtification.” We can only,cxpreſs. 
dur aſtoniſhinent that ſuch things have been, as 
we cannot ſuggeſt to ourſelves upon what prin- 
ciples the preſent Nabob could be expected, per- 
ſuaded. or required, to make good the loſſes ſuſ- 
tained dy individuals in carrying on, to theit great 
imputation, and the prejudice of the company 
they ſerved, à moſt illicit and unwarrantable, al- 
though to them a moſt lucrative trade, in the 
articles of ſalt, beetle nut, and tobacco; and 
we are as much at a loſs to comprehead, how the 
. ſervices rendered to the new nabob,. could deſerve 
{d exorbitant a confideragion,. to be given to thoſe. 
who were only doing their duty in the ſervice of 
their king and country, and of this company. 
And in a ſeperate letter, dated 24th December 
765; We expreſs, ſaid they, “our aſtoniſh- 
mont at the report then current, that 40 lacks had 
been demanded for private reſtitution, and ordered 
vou to detain whatever was paid on that account, 
We ſes but too much reaſon to confirm that order 
_ for it appears to us, a moſt fiagrant abuſe of our 
the oppreſſion oi the nadob and his 
. country. $74 $4171 5 N . | 4 
_ + Although 


Anda n AR 

it was thought fit to confirm the treaty 
made with Jſaffier Ally Kawn in 1757, becauſe the 
gapture of the ſetile ment bad involved the inhabitants 
in one general ruin; and without ſuch reſtitution, 

3 885 e Weißen 
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t e % 


is anc under the 8 or ewe 
have been the work of many years to reſtore it to 
a flouriſhing condition no ſuch circumſtances ex- 


iſted in the preſent cafe, yourſelves aggreſſors in 


tze war, and in a great meaſutre brought on by an 


illidit trade. Our diſpleaſure at this proceeding is 
infinitely aggravated by the time and manner in 


Which the demand was made. Your firſt demand 


was for 20 lacks, for which you were content to 


demand an affignment you ſoon after encreaſed! 


the demand to 40 lacks, to which the nabob was 
compelled to conſent, on condition it ſnhould ſtop 


there: you then inereaſed the demand to 53 lacks; 
to which exorbitant ſum it is raiſed; by flinging 


in your outſtanding debts, forcing the nabob to 
make part payment, and preſſing him with the, ut 
moſt ſe ren for further payment, at the very pe- 


fiod when the company's affairs were in the moſt 


critical ſituation, before the battle of Buxat decided 
whether we. ſtould not be extirpated the country x 


and at the ſame-time, were diſtreſſed for- money to 


carry on the war, and the inveſtment; borrowing 
the very money paid by the nabob-to-our ſervants 
at an intereſt of eight per cent. You were in a0. 


tual poſſeſſion of claims for reſtitution, to the a- 5 


muumt of 474 lacks of rupees. We cannot theres 
fore but be. aſtoniſhed, that you did not ſend us 
copies thereof; and by your not doing it, it ſeems 
as if 4t was induſtrioufly intended to Rep us in the 
dark, both with reſpect to the names of the claim 


ants, and the n of their reſpective de- 


mands. It ſeems the donation to the army was 25 
mages d that OY: 124 lacks, - When os 
AN . 6b dA ; OP 
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- » + gotiſitler the circumſtances: of the nabob and the 
__ - company at the period the demand was made for 
the army, we cannot but conſider this then an act of 
the moſt violent oppreſſion. The example of the 


30 lacks given by Meer: Jaffier on the revolution in 


his ſavour in 1757; will by no means juſtify this; 


we were then at open war with the nabob of the 
country; if we were victorious, the army might 


"3 | er the plunder of the capital, which would 


* 
4 

0 

* 


lacks for the navy, whoſe ſhips did no ſervice but 


* 
* 
* F 
$5 4 


ve defeated the end; the: treaſury was ſuppoſed 
to be very rich, and the nabob in condition to af- 
ford it. la the preſent caſe no ſuch circumſtancee 
exiſted; you was but to reſtore the ſame men you 


had before depoſed, and you could expect only an 


empty treaſury; a country involved in war, and the 


_. company ſtruggling under every difficulty: we 


don't mean to take from the merit of the arm 


burt no ſervice in the world was equal to ours by the 
great advantages that attended actual ſervice from 
the batta and other indulgencies allowed them. 


There was no juſt pretenſion to any ſuch de- 
mand, and the experience you had of the fatal 


effects of the donation given on the former occa- 


ſion, which deſtroyed more than half the army by 
the exceſſes it led them to, and the remiſſneſs of 


diſcipline hich enſ ved, ſhould have warned you 


of the danger of ſuch gratifications; but yet 
flagrant as the conduct of thoſe who demanded 
or countenanced this meaſure appears to us, every 
circumſtance is heighte ned in the demand of 12 


that of laying by the walls, and of their men only 


| There 
wh of 1 1 8 w * s . > 
* 


4 * 


E r 
> —_ : 
— 


; - S, * E . 
_ F > : & 4 
- 7 + " 
- 4 ob % * 
12 8 
. = 
A L 
» 7 ; 
af * 
* 
* 


NP IN: FO IM? e in the " 3 
1 thus wantonly on che Nabob,” thut, 
voor conduct will be for ever a ſtain on the na- 
tion, and is enough to- raiſe enmities to us in every 
pott of Indoſtan. Your. copies ſent hame are un- 
: faithful regiſters of all thoſe tranſactions: we di⸗ 
rect you to ſend us ſuch a full and euplicit actount 
of every particular, that we may not be at 2 loſs” 


twelve lack, and 

„ Or bh 40,0001, ſterling, in 
- behalf of his royal navy officers and rf 
-men, which his pu ok} the late nabob Meer Jaf- 
Hier, promiſed them by a written grant given un- 
der his hand, as a preſent for the aſfiſtance they . 


7 2 him againſt Meer Coffim and Sujah Dowlah, - 


with the army, which has been 
"an confirmed by 
babfhip. Meer Jaſſier dying before the payment 


af any part of the ſaid grant became due, theſs 
gentlemen applied to a * court of proprie 


tors for their in recovering the money. 
As the preſent nabob had then a ſtipulated allow - 
ance out of the y dewannee, and was con- 
rendered incapable to diſcharge his fa- _ 
thee'songagements, they could not compel him to 


fulſit them. Wheteupon Henry Vanfitkart, = 1 
nſ- 


having explained the circumſtances of that tra 
ackion, during aten in Bengal, it was re- 
_ folved unanimouſly,” Fhat it be recommended” 
to the court of direftors, to eauſe fo much of the- 
2 to the 7 as can be recovered, 1 


his fon and ſucceſſor, to the fu. 


9 


"Io ; 18 R er 
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pPilaicl out of che arrears of the revenues due to tis 


nabob of Bengal; and for ſo much as they ſhall 


fall ſhort of the amount of the ſaid donation, the 
_ fame be paid our of the company's 'dewannees, at 


ſuch reaſonable times as ſhall be moſt convenient 
to their affairs. 


Whereupon Sir Samuel Corniſh and captain Tins 
ker; on behalf 'of the claimants, expreſſed their 

_ grateful ſentiments of the court's generous diſpo- 
fition towards them, By Fang: + | 
Mr. Sykes was directed to enquire ſtrictly into 
the balances due to government, and to uſe every 
poſſible endeavour to recover them, as the com- 
pany entertained the moſt flattering hopes, that 


from thele arrears will arife a fond ſufficient to diſ- 
charge all the public demands on the late nabob; | 


for which their honour ſtood any way engaged. 


The nabob, Meer Jaffier, having agreed to 


make reſtitution to che Engliſh: merchants, and 


other perſons. under the Engliſh protection, for 


their loſſes im the war with Coſſim Ally Kawn, as 


| expreſſed in the following article, the tenth in the 


treaty, 1763, viz. 5 


« 4 will reimburſe to all private ' perſons ths 


amount of ſuch loſſes, proved before the governor 


and council, as they may ſuſtain in their trade in the 
country. If I ſhould not be able to diſcharge this 
in ready- money; I will give aſſignments of lands 
for the amount of which ſums three-fourths were 
paid by the nabobs, part by Meer Jaſſier before 


his death, and part by his ſucceſſors, when the re- 
venues from whence the other payments were to 
ariſe, fell into the poſſeſſion of the Eaſt- India 


company.“ 1 BN es 
Vol., III. 4 | It 
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1 
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ITE on 5 -3f 564 E 
It was 1 IR reſolved; by a general Wb of 


* proprieturs,... <<. That orders. ſhould be forthwich 
ent to the governor and council at Bengal, forthe 
immediate payment out of the revenues of Bengal, 
Bahar, and Otixa, of what remains unpaid of the 


laid reſtitution. money, to the ſeveral perſons to 


to whom. it is que, according to their claims, as 
admitted and liquidated by the committee formerly 


appointed by the govergor and council for that 


purpoſe. It appeared from the proceeding of the 


committee of reſtitution in Bengal, that the amount 


of the eſtabliſhed GEN, * behalf Was cur- 


1 


en nn e 4 FL 1 | 
n $457,034 -10-10 


7 hat 3 had 5 received | 
from the nabob thereof qa146or8 1 10 9 
And that there had been paid | 

to the leveral claimants the. . 
ſum ß 4.441215 7 * 
So that remained i in the hands _ | 


. 


* 
* 
. 
? 


15 wx » of the agents 1 — - 48,032 7 2 


It alfo appeared that no ee wa was recely- - 
ed from the nabob before his death towards the 


223 . ee of the remaining quarter part of the ſaid 


claims, amounting to currentgupeees 1,311,016-1; 
nor fince his dearh was any pgrt received of the ef- 


. fees: of which he died poſſeſſed. Under theſe 


E: circumſtances the court  unanimou ly reſolved to 
offer it as their opinion to the genera | 


court, 
That the court of direQtgrs being adviſed by 


it counſel, vpon a full ſlate of the. caſe, that 
_ the claimants have no right, eithet in law or equity, 


to Leal upon the company for reſtitution of ſuch 
| lofies 


— 


. * 
% % þ 


11 


r U 5 5 


loſſes as ſhall appeat to have been ſuſtained by the | 
_ jaland trade in falt, beetle nut and tobacco; and 


that it will be highly imptoper, aod inconſiſtent 


with the intereſt of the company either to order 
the payment of the. ſaid balance from the dewannee 

revenues, or to give any Ianction or authority to 
claim the ſame from the preſent nabob; and they 
therefote recommend it to the general court, that 


as ſuch claims are perſiſted in, the ſame may be 


_wtecided by 2 decree of the high court of chancery ; 


and then it will be determined, whether the trade 


carried on by the company's ſervants, in ſalt, 
beetle- nut and tobacco, is, or is not, a breach of 


their covenants and illegal. i 
The genetal court came at laſt to the reſolution, 


that the balance unpaid to the claimants of the re- 


ſtitution fund be paid in Bengal, as far as the ſtate 


of the company's treaſury would admit. This court, 


at the requeſt of the claimants, was held previous to 
the departure of the ſuperviſors for India,” - - 


By this reſolution: a diſcretionary: power was 
veſted ih the company to pay this money, when 
the ſtate of their treaſury would admit; no money 


was to be paid on this account till further orders. 


be agents for the navy donation, on the c 


piration of the time ſtipulated for payment of the 


ſecond molety, applied to the governor and coun- 


cih of Bengal, for the ſame. As their treaſury would 
not admit of ſo large a deduction, they were of- 
fered intereſt bonds for the amount. The agents 
conſented to the acceptance of the bonds, on con- 
dition of having bills granted, when the treaſury 
might de open. 5 


Theſe 


"Mi 


Theſe bills Wie ck at 365 days bebe, ind 
"to bear an intereſt_of three per cent. per annum, 
alter the expitation of the fle 90 days. 
Mahomed Reza Kawu made a repreſentation tq 
| bord: Chye, relative to bis! agtire; his lordſhip had 
bHDoen informed that he tit taken out of the pro“ 
vyince of Bahar for his jaghire ſome rich and opus 
' Jent Jiltrifts, che ary ot 4 n amounted to 
wur lacks of rupees 2. Jar. 
5 „% My lord,“ ſaid be, «you were pirkſed, out 
of ye r favourto me, to confer upon me a jag 
be hire, and I am perſuaded it is not your intention 
** that it ſhould be an impoveriſhed ruined diſtrict, 
4 diligently exert myſelf night and day in ma- 
2 Wo, 10 85 the affairs of the ſircar, and by the bleſ- 


God and your auſpices, the fare of due 


1 N in which they were nen will . re. 
1 moved.“ | 
A jaghire was 4. grant "of fuck A — of 
aan. valued at a ſtated ſum, and in particular 
urgunnahs therein mentioned, given by the king 
to ſuch perſons who had diſtinguiſhed themſelves i 10 
- his ſervice, . Theſe fo endowed ſormerly kept up 
a number of troops ready to march to his aſſiſtance; 
this cuſtom has been long neglected, and jaghires 
are now bought of the king's miniſters. + 
The court of directors, who, in conſequence of 
lord Clive's mifrepreſentations, cenſured Mr. Van- 
| Fittart as the promoter of a revolution prejudicial to 
the company's intereſt, had on account of this very 
event, allowed him two. and one- balf per cent. on 
the neat revenues of the company. 
As the great increaſe of our. revenues; ſaid 


ey in a * dated May 1 3th, 1763, ariſing 
Ou 


— 


9 5 * 
"TY Ta. po * 
0 
* 


W . | "£5691. 


_ put of the erden granted us by Coſſim Ally 
Kan, and the vaſt improvements of thoſe revs · 
nues are prigcipally owing to the wiſe, prudent 
and difintereſted conduct of preſident Vanſitiatt; 
we think it but reaſonable, that he who preferring 
our intereſt to all other. confiderations, ſhould R 7 
ticipate in thoſe benefits he has been ſo inſtrumen- „„ 

'talin acquiring for us. 0 
We therefore ditect, chan ſo long as Mr. Van- | [ | 

fitrarr hall continue in the government of Bengal, pm 

he be allowed the commiſſion mentioned before, and = 
that the payments commences- with the ceſſion of | 

b. countries, granted by Cofhm Ally Kawn... | 

This additional emolument is expreſsly to be un- v1 

Aerſtood as a diſtinct reward due to the perſonal | ; 
merit of preſident Vanſitrart, and is. abſolutely to 6 

ceaſe upon his quitting the government. It is not f 

| 


to be claimed, or any ways pretended to, by our 
future governors, - whoſe fixed emoluments, very 
handſome and extenfive, are confined | to our ſor - 1 
mer regulations. | 
After ſuch encomiums 151 extraordinary re- 
wards beſtowed upon Mr. Vanſittart's meaſures, 
none can account ſor the directors inconſiſtency, 
when two years after they called Mr. Vanfittart to 


a ſtrict account fot the 2 neee of 
his PRO; BY 4 081 oe | | 


| "Extract of the: avidin 1 to the preſident and | 
council at Bengal, dated the iſt Juoc, 1764, — 
ſent * Lapwing and Kent. mars fin 0 . | 
ch. Having . what 3 ſhould be 
made to Lord 3 as OT and governor, 


1 We 


e have agreed to fette 


= | 5 
4 1 * * y 
: % 2 — — 
F > a * : - DA 
* L ' * * ry 


he is accordingly to be lowed. me fs... 


thouſand pounds a yegr, to be paid him monthly, 


to commence upon his arrival in Bengal; which 


together with the one per cent, commiſſion he is 

intitled to as preſident. out of the two and one 
and a half per cent. coinage” duty, ace to be in 
full conſideration for all his ſervices, both civil 
and military; conſequently his Lordſhip is to have 


no allowance whatever by way of commiſnion, or 


otherwiſe out of the revenues, from any of our 


territorial acquilitions wharſgever ; and our orders e 


thereupon, as contained in our letters of the 13th 
of March, 1761, and the tath May, 1763, are 
from this time forward, to be null and void. 
We do not mean to hinder his Lordſhip from 
receiving the uſual commiſſion, ariſing from the 
coral, and other licenſed articles, conſigned to 
him by private merchants; this his Lordſhip is 
to have in the uſual manner. 
PFoor the reaſons given in our letter of the eighth 
of February laſt, we were not induced to ſend 
poſitive orders to put à final and effectual end to 


the inland trade in ſalt, beetle- nut, tobacco, and 


in all other articles whatſoever, produced and con- 
ſumed in the country. To the 'remarks we made 
in that letter, we mult add one obſervation, 
Which is, that it appears very extraordinary, that 
in a trade fo extremely lucrative to + individuals, 
the intereſt of the company ſhould not have been 
at all attended to, or conſid ere. 
Thoſe orders were ſent, it is true, before we 
received the new treaty you entered into with - 
Jaffier Ally Kawn, upon his re- eſtabliſnment mm 


r 

de ſubahſhip, in which it is agreed, . the 
Engliſm ſhali carry n their trade by means of 
their own duſtocks, free from all duties, taxes, 
and impoſitions, in alt parts of the country, ex- 
cept in the article of ſalt, on which a duty of two 
anad one and a half per cent. is to be levied on the 
rowana, or  hughley market price; wherein it is 
further agreed, that the late perwanahs iſſued by 
Coſſim Ally Kawn, granting to all merchants the 
«exemption of all duties, for the ſpace of two 
years, *ſhal} be reſerved and called in, 5 the 
duties collected as before. | 
Theſe are terms which appear to be fo very ir in- 
jurious to the Nabob, and to the natives, that 
they cannot, in the very nature of them, tend to 
any ching but the producing general heart burn- 
ings and diſſatis faction, and conſequently there 
can be little reaſon to expect the tranquility of 
the country can be permanent: the orders there- 


of in our laid letter of the 8th of February, are 


to remain in force, until a more equitable and 
ſatisfactory plan can be formed and adopted, 
which as it is impoſſible for us to frame here, del- 
titute as we are of the information and lights ne- 
| cellary: to guide us in ſuch an important affair. 
Tou are, therefore, hereby ordered and directed, 
as ſoon after the receipt of this as may be con- 
venient, to conſult the Nabob as to the manner 
of carrying on the inland trade, in ſalt, bettle- nut, 
tobacco, and other articles produced and con- 
ſumed in the country, which may be moſt to his 
ſatisfaction and advantage, the intereſt of the 
company, ane: "IO of the company” 's fer- 
ö 


You 


a 


8 l 


* are 3 to farm: 


a —— * 
bie plan for barty ing on che ſaid trade, and tranſ- 
mit the Jam to us, accompanied by ſuch explana- 
tions, obſervaciont, and remarks, as may enable 

us to give out ſentiments and directions nde, 
in a full and explicit manner. 

Ian doing this, . as before obſerved, you” are 4% 
have a particular regard to the intereſt and entire 
ſatisfactioo ef yet pa bob, both with 14 o s 
Tevenyes, and the. proper. ſupport of, his govern- 
ment; in ſhort, this plan muit be ſettled with dis 
free-will and conſent, and in ſuch a. * as nas 
to afford any juſt grounds for complaint. 
In the gext place, the utmoſt cate and en 
tion muſt be. be awed, in. formidg the ſaid; you 
that, in ſome proper mode or ſhapes as juſt and 
 equirable conſideration be Jocured. tor the m- 
ag, 
If any. {aconveniences. ſhall be, apbachindal- 
to ariſe to the company's . inveſtmetits upon 
carrying on ſuch an inland trade, you ate to give 
ve your full thoughts thereupaũ, and in What 
manner they may be Obviated. 

You are. to give us your impartial Jos. abies 
thoughts, alſa, whether the carrying on ſuch an 
inland trade may affect the juſt rights and-privi- . 
leges of the Fregch, Dutch, or. any Europeans, 
and tend, thereby to draw on any national alterea- 
tions and embroils, hic h are by all means to be 
avoided. In forming the ſaid plan; therefore you 
ate to be e careful to wee theſs of 
any ęevils of the like | 

And. here let, it be 8 that no . 
A are a fight to . within the 9 
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refare; the 

© Preference,. 
_ 16 induce] 
Pate in dhe adva 
I the 20th 


i e es 
"head fix 5 


#F © 


dire, that 
mediacely, and in ſuture 
after his Wl, be 
commiſſion on the 
27 7 pity rg in 
| : "Ny ſalary, 
7 of; IL . 


—— 
— 95 
nd eons: 8 above ee f 

2 — the 13th . 
EXPences * 
end xpences whatſoever,” as = 


=> 22 . 


| Fring lotd Clive to go to Bengal, was, 1 be” 
Ws dan hun and: influence, peace 8 trans 


9 might 8 — — reſtored and eſtabliſhed 
I | Dr ln order, therefore, ta anſuer 
? 8 the purpoſes, in à manner that ne apprebend: may 
moſt; effectual, we have thought proper ta: 
appoint a ind on this oceaſion, conbiſting - 
of his Lordſhip, Mr. Willam Brightwell: Sum- 
* ner, Brigadier General Carnac 3 alſo Meſſrs. Har-- 
I n — hate ver means 
3 give full powers to purſue hate ve 7 
. they mall judge moſt thpſe deſire- 
FRE able ends; but, however, 1 | 43% 
cu be done . 
| to be conſulted by the faid committee, though 
J power of determining is to be in that con- 
We + — wag * futther direct, that as ſoon a2 
= are reſtored and eftablifhed 
2 _—— — thews the ſaid entra- 
ordinary powers are . immediately to Nur aud 
ö the ſaidi committee be diſſolyed. a e 
Ts e me would. have the ſaid committees; 38 long | 
s it in neceſſary io exiſt, as before · mentioned, ta 
conſiſt of kive openers in caſe thereof, a'vacahcy 
der yaoancics, by death ot abſence ftom Fart Wil- 
; - Jiam, they are to be filled up by the {aid-vom- 
* Wm mie ens the civil; members of r 
ink proper fm time to time. 
alto. to inform. um and Gee, thivehs 
cgmthittee for defend - 


2 ing the ſettlements in caſe of being attacked b 8 
* r 


1 n 


- * * 
* 


Francis Sykes, to whom we da 


HM 


The powers. of the ſald committee are” by no 


— 


11 


0 0 . | 
own. id out 3 ef be 12th of May, 1755; 


do which is to be added, Sir Robert Barker, the 


_ colonel and cb mmandünt of the: corps of artillery. 


means meant to invalidate or diſpente with, or 
in any ways prevent the g into execution 


the orders contained in the 33d 3 of this 


Jetter, Witk reſpe& to the deed of cbvenant of all 


© bur fervaties bötk civil: and military, are to enter 


Aato, according to the true intent and meaning of 
OY OY AE: * 


A. 11 425 wb: 15 £5.35 Te. 


Fort Williath; the 29th of n 1766. 


At s ſeſect bommittee, preſent the Right Honour 


2 ie Lord Clive 'prefidency/ Brigadler General 


ö e 5 Carnac; Harry Verelſt, Ef. 3 


pe right honourable the preſident his urged | 


50 nedellity of feſtricting che future governors 
ok this preſidency, in points of trade and private 


_ Inrereſt, with arguments of ſo much force und 
-. conviction, in the” following minute, that we un- 


| _— agtee in teeommending his LordſMip's 


7 


propoſals to the board, that it way be carried 
to execution with all convenient diſpaten. 
„ Our attention as a ſelect committee, in- 
" Leſlted with extraordinary 
3 bas beeri” conſtantly "engaged iu re- 
forming the abuſes which had” het into” the 
hoard "Aeparimnerits of this” tit, the 


important work has been fteadily proſecuted 


ith zeal, diligetice, and dififitereffednefs om Out 
res; and th facceſs' of our labour gives us rea. 
n to hope that oor employers will be of opinion 


2 * * eſtabliſhed” * ef e eee 


e ö 


« *- * 1 3 : 4 i 3 * 4b N Ds 
* 


e eobart or 


4 


on MP nd: ee n | 

| og 90 compleat pur plan ; but L doubt not that 
mie ſame. principles, which baye hitherte guided - 
VI dug conduct will contitue to direct ae, | 

| the meaſureswe have yet to purſu eds 
4 * 1 -och g eengt. 


advantageous to the company, 
eee 8 of as much conſequence, 
ny that has been taken into our conſideration : 
3 Tuch' immenſe reventies...are..cohecraed, 
3 r and authority are ſo, enlarged, and 
eye of juſtice, and of cquity ſhould be 
ever — A governor ought not to de em- 
bn with private buſigeſs; he gught do be 
free from every oceupation in which his judgment 
cn poſſibly be biaſſed by his intereſt. The ex- 
tenſive commercial n ſtudy of the finances, 
the politics of che — the epiſtolary corre» 
. ipondence, the oceedings. of both council and 
SIRE Dio pry neigh "theſe are ſufficient to employ every _ 
| moment of his time; and I am-confidenc, that. 
they cannot be conducted with the requilite atten- 
tion to the company's intereſt, if the mind of the 
| governor be diverted, by complicated. ieee 
accounts of his ow wm. 
If we lool back upon thoſe unhappy diflenſions - 
IS. which have frequently brought the company's. poi - 
| fefjons in Bengal almoſt to the. point of. ern 
tion we ſhall And, that my have generally pro- 
cceded from the conduct of governars, .mbo, ſo 
eager in Nahe of priyate intefeſt, have involve 
themſelves in affairs which could pot be reconcile 
Vi * e iples bf integrity, to prevent 
4 6a ogy < - Erutinics 
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- eighth/per* tent. upon the revenues, 


ax 


ede e ah -Wiiich in in Br 

1 E 4e&rheir” honour,” chey have frequently 
reduced to the neceffity of connibing at 

buſes, which would otherwiſe have been-bronght 


* Dede, and-remedied.” * The welfare of this great 


company hound be the ſole gay of a governor, 


 - mttached to that point alone 3 his * + "rn | 7 : 


never be thWarted by the e Pa 
boenuſe they-would all be propo 9 forth t public. 
2 and actions will always 125 juſtißed or con · 
ed, from the principals on which. 22 are. 
founded. Such n ſtate of independency and. ha- 
. -nour, muſt be highly eligible to a 3 ; and, 


5 in my opipicn;- it can only be acq cutting 
= all: poſſibility of his benefiting deg. or by 


chat iüfluence which his power neceſſarily gives 
bim! in thoſe opulent broyinces s. 
E therefore propoſe, chat the governor. ſhall, in 
hes moſt public manner, in the preſence-of. 4 
OR s ſervants, the mayor, and 5 — 
and free metchants aſſembled at the mayor's courks.. . 
take the oath, and execute the penalty bond NETS, 


uno ahnesed. 


The confiderations f F. ne Feed is. one 


excepting 
thoſe ariſing from the company's own lands at 


| Calcutta, bee Midnapote, and = 
Althdugh by theſe' means 2 will not 
n to amaſs fortune of e om half a 
million, in the ſpace of two qr. an, yew r. 
pi} x vn 


il acquire a very e 


in G0 very ſituation x + L 


and true 3 for the e 1 
e ee 
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ng be may wah all ere 


he will have not 
= what he means * — — 


yets : le may defy — he 


£4 


ropoſe; 


de we defy the oblaguy of the world, 3 
1 
8 if ſtability aan to A govern- 
ment as this, n 
abundance, in 2 ſtnall ſpace of times by y all 
Ki. 8 and Leere 


2 


| | ee to een inthe 0 dll mann 


5 the preſident. 
The neee i by the pre« 


ak Ordered; That the abous oath and bead vo ea 
| eee N on 


(Signed) cure, John Carry n Vereld | 


Mayor's Ges Calcutta. at Fort William in 
" Bengal: 


At a court held ea Wedneſday de fiſh day of 
Oktober, in thefizth year of the reign. of out ſoves 
reign lord George thethied, king of Great-Britain, 
France and Ireland, king, defender of the faith, ltc. 
and in the year of our 5428 one EY ſeven 


* 7 3 


denn be 80 foundation for 'a bill of diſenvery, and : 


acquired. in 


7 


win; M 


Miiller, Mr. 


Aud Mr. 


* 


oreſaid. 


A r. Killicau 7, M 
Joleph Jekyll, Aiden. . n, 
This being the day appointed for the 
om Robert lord Clise, 

br prefident of Fort William, i aſoreſai 
do take an oath, or abe bs tg — 
ro —— _— a deed 
Penalty which are expected 
worn to, and renewed” or e 


or preſidents of 


"1 


: 
* 


Who now is 
an affida vit in the 
and intended to 


T. Matthew 55 
ight ho- 


or · covenant, in à la 
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